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MURDER OF DARNLET. 

CHAPTER VII. 

yudicial Depositions and Confessions. 

I. rr^HE judicial depositions and confessions re- chap.' 
JL main. To these a general, preliminary ob- v^^,^y^ 
jection has been made, that such of them as are an- Theconfe«- 

sions din«- 

nexed to Buchanan's Detection, Sire difierent from rentfrom. 
the originals still extant in the Cotton library, and depoationi, 
that as they cannot both be genuine, the most ob- 
vious presumption is, that both are forged. It is 
the misfortune of this controversy, to be per- 
plexed by writers, who accuse others of the 
most complicated and refined forgeries, when de- 
ficient themselves in reflexion and research. If the 
scurrilous Whitaker for instai;ce» whg brandii 
Vol. II. B 



2 DISSERTATION ON 

CHAP. Buchanan as a serpent, the second of all human 
forgers, and the first of slanderers', had consulted 



VII. 



' " Buchanan published, a train 'of confessions — all spu- 
rious ; the creation ef a genius that seems to have delighted 
itself in the boldness of its own falsehoods, and to have rioted 
in the luxury of its own forgeries.— His spirit could not long 
confine itself within the bounds of harmlessness; The ser- 
pent may appear for a time playing in wanton curls upon the 
ground. It will soon, however, rise upon its spires, and shew 
its envenomed fangs. And Buchanan returned to his natural 
exercise of fictitious slander. — But this Leviathan of slander 
was not satisfied with taking such gentle pastime in forgery. 
He must raise a tempest for his recreation. — His malignity 
acted with all the force of a pestilential blast upon his discre» 
tion. The daring calumniator sunk into an impassioned 
idiot before it. And he stands on the pillar of infamy at 
present, for his Detection, his sonnets, and his depositions, the 
second of all human forgers, and the first of all human slan- 
derers ; but baflled in his forgeries, and defeated in his slan- 
ders by his very rage for both." Whitaker, iii. 192-3-4. 

Such is the ut-banity of this scurrilous disputant, who. In 
. the preface to the first edition of his Vindication, styles 
Robertson ** a disciple of the old school of slander," and in the 
Vindication itself calls him a liar repeatedly, and in- the most 
explicit terms. For instance, to take a single volume, « The 
Doftor should in honesty have shewn that she knew of his ill- 
ness.'* ii.54. " If Dr. Robertson says true, the letters are 
the most impudent of liars. Or, if the letters are true,- the 
. Doctor must exchange situations with them." Id. 79. " With 
such gross disingenuity does the Doctor act concerning the 
letters. His judgment is not warped, but his probity is cor- 
rupted." Id. 185. " He treats them as papists treat their 
^ legends. He reveres them in general as true, yet he is obliged 
by the power of truth to leave them at one time. He is in- 
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^ven the titles prefixed, he would have perceived chap* 
that those annexed to Buchanan's Detection are, v^^ry^^. 
" the Confessions of John Hepburn, Young Talla, 
*' Dalgleish and Powrie, upon whona was justice 
"execute the iii. of January, 1567:" but that 
those preserved in thi? Cotton library, are their 
examinations and depositions before the privy 
councilj produced and acknowledged on their 
trial in the justiciary court. If instead of adopting 
Goodall's wretched objections, he had examined 
Anderson's general preface, or the proceedings at 
Westminster, he would have found that the lat- 
ter were the judicial examinations and depojsitions 
of the murderers produced to the English com- 
missioners, December 8, 1568 : but that the for. 
mer were their confessions atthe place of execution, 
to which the minutes of the privy council, Decern*. 

duced by the solicitations of slander to desert them at ano- 
ther." Id. 207. Of Hume he observes, that " His zeal ope- 
rates with all the force of a fever upon his brain." Id. 401. 
Of Robertson in another volume, that " Bedlam is no Bed- 
lam to him ;" i. 278. n. 5 and Knox he terms the «* son of 
violence and barbarism, the religious Sachem of rdigiou* 
Mohawks." Id. 311, To multiply instances would be to 
transcribe his pages ; but these licensed ouiragesyhe seriously* 
maintains, are as lawful in a controversy concerning Mary, as 
blows and wounds are in civil wars. Id. pref. xv. His po- 
liteness towards Macpherson,whom he had really convifted of 
misquotation and forgery, forms, as I have elsewhere observ- 
ed, such a signal contrast to his scurrilous abuse of Hume and 
Robertson, as can admit only of one explanation, that Whita- 
ker concxirred with Macpherson in the authenticity of Ossian* 

B 2 
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DISSERTATION ON 
caiAP. ber 15th, indisputably allude : " There was also 
" produced and read a writing of another depo- 
** sition of Thomas Crawford upon his oath, ex* 
" hibited before the commissioners the 13th De* 
" cember, concerning certain answers made to 
'* him by the foresaid John Hepburn and John 
" Hay, upon the scaffold at Edinburgh ^'' Had 
he candidly examined'the confessions themselves, 
the least reflexion might have convinced him, that 
those annexed to Buchanan's Detection, are a 
summary or imperfed abstract, not from the ju- 
dicial depositions produced on the 8th, but from 
the confessions ei^hibited at Westminster on the 
7tJi,*ioth, lath, or 1 3th % of which the minutes 
are lost, with every other paper transmitted to the 
press. The confessions are filled as usual with re- 
ligious refle<Mons on the ways of Providence, the 
justice of their punishment, the assurance of mer- 
cy, the calls to repentance j none of which occur 
•in the judicial depositions. •' John (Hepburn) of 
" Bowtpn, speaking of the queen in the Tolbuith, 
" quho lives our deiths will be thought na newis :'* 
and «• Young (Hay of) Talla, in the Tolbuifhy'\not, 
as absurdly supposed, in presence of the privy 
council or justiciary court, but in prison, before 

* Anderson, i. pref. 19- iv. 175. Goodall, i. pref. li>. 

3 See in Anderson, iv. part ii. p. 171-5, references to pro- 
ceedings on the 10th, 12th, dnd 13th of December, of which 
no minutes are preserved. 
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they w^re led to execution,*) ** requirit Jolm chap. 
*' Brand, minister of the congregation, to pass to yTz» 
** my lord Lindsay and say, my lord hartily I 
" forgeve your lordship and als my lord regent 
*' and all uthers, but specially tham that betrayit 
** me to you, for I know if ye could here savit me . 
*' ye would ; desiring you as ye will answere 
*' before God in the latter day, to do your dili- 
" gence to bring the rest quho was the beginners 
'^ of this work to justice, as ye have done to me J* 
In short, whoever peruses the whole with the least 
attention, must be convinced of the fad, 'that 
these are not the judicial depositions, but an im- 
perfect summary of the confessions of the crimi- 
nals, made to the clergy before their execution ^. 
Buchanan accordingly appeals for the proof of a 

* ** They are said expressly to have been made in the /o/- 
hootk of Edinburgh, the building in which the parliament 
was h^ld, the privy council assembled, and the lords of ses- 
sion convened, for the trial of civil or criminal causes. In 
this structure Bothwell was tried, for the murder of the king. 
In this his fJDllowers were equally tried. In this the rebel 
lords assembled for business. And in this therefore wou/d their % 
previous examination of Both well's followers be made.'* 
Whitaker, iii. 191. In tliis sorites, to prove that the confes- 
sions and depositions must be identical,, because they were 
both taken in the same building, the author forgets only the 
proper use of the tolbooth, as a jail, in which the murderers 
were imprisoned, before their execution. 

5 iSee the depositions and confessions in the Appendix, 
No. XXIV, 

B3 



6 DISSERTATION ON 

CHAP, curioiis faft in his Detection ^, not to the judicial 

v^^^^y;^^ deposition, but to the confessions themselves. 

Theconfei-" Hunc Terum gest^rum ordinem, non modo 

edbyiiu- « maxima pars eorum qui cum regina erant, sunt 
" fassi, sed et Georgius Dalglesius, Bothwellii cu- 
** biculariis, paulo aritequam painas luit^ dcnarravit, 
*' qua ejus confessio in actis continetur\^* not as errone- 
ously translated, " quhilk confession yet remains 
** of record," but which is contained in the afts 
Cr minutes of the proceedings at Westminster '. 

* W^ei> the queen lodged in the CheqUer-hous6, and, as she 
pretended to Murray and his mother (at Lochleven ; Detection 
6. compared with Keith 445) was first ravished by Bothwell, 
whom lady Reres introduced into her bedchamber, to 
which, however, he had frt e access through the garden, from 
the adjoining back door of the noted chambers of Ormondes 
bouse ; a few nights afterwards, as if, says Buchanap, to re- 
pay force by force, Mary and her confidant, Margaret Car- 
wood, let lady Reres down by the girdle, over an old wall, 
into the next garden, but the girdle burst, and her old and 
heavy emissary fell prostrate to the ground. Not discou- 
raged by the darkness, the height of the wall, or her sudden 
accident, this ve^an penetrated into Bothwe^'s chamber, 
when in bed-^th his wife, and the doors being opened, brought 
him half asleep and half naked to the queen. Whitaker's ob- 
jeflion seems to be that she carried Bothwell back over 
the high wall into the queen's chamber, to which they had an 
easier access, /c;ri4i/5 r^f/z/j/i*, iii. IQ^, 

7 The translation would imply that the confessions were 
recorded in Scotland, where the depositions themselves, though 
lodged in the justiciary court, were not inserted in its books of 
adjournal, Bu; " in actis continetur,'' addressed to the Engr 
lish commissioners, refers to xhtacts of the session at Westmii\^ 
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*' Such was the assurance of the wretch," says chap. 

VII. 



Whitaker, ** as to refer in form to a record for a 



" slander when the record itself does not contain 
** a single syllable concerning it j" — " but his ma- 
*' lignity aded like a pestilential blast upon his 
*' discretion, — ^and the moment we compare Bu- 
** chanan's train ot confessions with the originals, 
" we detect the imposition which he designs to 
*' practise ugon us ^" Had this angry disputant, 
to whom liar, 'serpent, and slanderer are familiar 
terms, preferred the plain sense of the text to his 
own comment, he must have felt and acknow- 
ledged, that confessio paulo antequam panas luit^ can 
never refer to a deposition which had been taken 
six months before, on the 26th of June, and of 
which the record is preserved in the Cotton li- 
brary, but to the last confession of Dalgleish, after 
his trial, and before his execution on the 3d of 
January, of which the record was lost when Wil- 
son's short abstract was sent to the press. 

2. To proceed to the judicial examinations of Judicial de- 

, , r -Tfc • 1 positioni of 

themurderefs : — The depositions of Powrie andtUemur- 

dcrers. 

Dalgleish, Bothwell's porter and chamberlain, 
were taken on the 23d and 26th of June, before 
the privy council ; Powrie's serond deposition on 
the 6th of July; Hay of Talk's, on the 13th of 

sfer, Anderson, iv. 172-3 ; and the clause appears, like other 
alterations, to be a subsequent explanation added by Wilson 
to Buchanan's "Detection, 
WhitAier,iii. 192rl'. 

B 4 



« DISSERTATION ON 

CHAP. September ; Hepburn of Bolton^s, on the 8th of 
\^^^)r\j Deceriiber ; and were produced and acknowledged 
(January 3d, 1567-8) in the justiciary court, on 
their trial before the justice dqjute. Sir Thomas 
Craig 9. From these depositions, which coincide 
^ in the most minute circumstances, we obtain a dis- 

r^t^e'a^*' tinct and particular account of the murder. The 
^Dtof gunpowder which Bothwell had probably ordered 
^^' on his journey to Whittingham, had been brought 
On Tuesday or Wednesday from Dun ban On 
Thursday he intimated to Hepburn an enterprise . 
devised by some of the nobility, ?.nd himself 
among the rest, to assassinate the king, (and to 
send two servants each for the purpose) either in 
the fields, or in whatsoever place an opportunity 
could be found. On Friday morning he informed 
' Hay and Ormiston separately of the <Jesign ; and at 
a general consultation in the evening, he abandoned 
his plan of assassination in the fields, which might 
be known or traced, and explained in what man- 
ner it might be effected better by means of gnn- 
X powder. The gunpowder was brought by Hep- 

burn to BothwelFs lodgings in the abbey, on Sa- 
turday evening, but the murder was prevented 
that night, as the conspirators were not fuUy prc- 

9 According to the family tradition, he was then a young 
man, just returned from Paris, where he had studied the civil 
and feudal laws. He died in 1606, in ^«^*«i«/^, when ac- 
cording to Dempster's Epicedium, stros vtnit ad annos* Craig 
de Feudis, pref. • 
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pared. On Sunday evening, Bothwell, after a cpap^ 

VIL 



long consultation, passed in the dusk to sup with ^^ 



the queen at " Mr. John Balfour's house, where 
*' the bishop of Argyle made the banquet/* After 
supper he repaired to Ormiston's loi.gings, and 
then to the Co\^'gate, while Powrie and Wilson 
were sent for the gunpowder, which was brought 
on horseback, in a trunk and mail, to the Black- 
friars gate, where it was poured into bags and , 
carried by Powrie and Wilson, the two Ormis- 
tons. Hay and Hepburn, to the garden wall behind 
the Kirk of Field. The two first were dismissed, 
and Paris received the rest through the back door^ 
into the queen's apartment. As an qmpty pow- 
der barrel, which they had brought along wdth 
them, was too large to enter, they poured the 
powder in a, heap upon the floor, direftly under 
the king's bed, and Hay and Hepburn were left 
with false keys in the queen's chamber. On the de- 
parture of the rest, Paris locking the two doors that 
opened into the garden and into the turnpike^ or 
outer staircase, went up stairs to the king's apart- 
ment,to intimate by his presence that all was ready; 
and Bothwell returned to the abbey in the queen's 
train. At twelve he retired to his lodgings to 
change his clothes, and with Powrie, Wikon, Dal- 
gleish and Paris, returned by the Canongate 
through the Netiierbow port. After enquiring in 
vain for Orniiston, he passed again through the 
BlackFriars gate towards the Kirk of Field, where 
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CHAP, he left the others, and on entering . the garden 

VII. 



with Paris, was joined by Hay and Hepburn, who 



had lighted the match, and released themselves by 
means of the false keys. They remained there, quite 
impatient, till the explosion took place, when they 
ran down to the Co wgate, through the Blackf riars 
gate, and ascending by different dosses ^ crossed the 
High-street to a broken part of the town wall in 
Leith Wynd, which Bothwell was unable, or afraid 
to leap. The porter therefore was again summoned 
at the Netherbo wgate, through which they return- 
ed to the abbey, and Bothwell retired to his bed, 
where he remained till roused by the alarm which 
the king's death had at last excited* 
Thtti de- 2. Nothing can be better authenticated, at pre- 
autkentick. scut, than thcsc dcpositious. ThiB originals taken 
by the privy council, were produced to a jury ; and 
were read and examined before the learned Craig, 
They were acknowledged by the culprits them- 
selves on their trial ; and the copies of them still 
extant in the Cotton library, are attested by Bel- 
lenden, the justice clerk. But in Whitaker's opi- 
nion, the depositions themselves, the attestation 
' of Sir John Bellenden who never saw them, the 
records of justiciary where they were never lodged, 
and of course the whole trial, with the name and 
authority of Craig, before whom they were never 
read or exhibited, are the forgeries of Murray, 
executed during the conferences in Englapd 

" Whitaker, iii. 211. 
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Every historical document that refutes his asser- chap. 
tionS) turns into a convenient forgery at his touch. yJ^L. 
But of those writers, to whose distempered ima« 
gination all is forgery, it is the peiculiar misfor<« 
tune, that their assertions are strong and vehe* 
ment in proportion as their arguments are weak 
and incpnclusivc. To them it is incredible that 
men, without apparent necessity, should confess , 
facts to the destruction of their own lives ; as if 
the records of council and justiciary were not 
filled with instances of similar confessions, or as if 
judicial confessions were never made at all. It is in* 
credible that different persons, at distant intervals, 
should employ the same words and combinations, 
in their narratives ; as if in any subsequent evi- 
dence concerning the same faft, the same words 
were not often dictated by the same commissioner, 
or recorded by the clerk, from the first deposition 
which they hold in their hands. It is incredible 
that men should know each other, when they met 
in the dark, or distinguifh their cloaths and slip, 
pers at midnight, soon after the change of the 
moon ; as if it were possible not to discern the per- 
sons, the garb, or the disguise of those who met 
within the Blacktnars gate, with a lighted candle, 
at ten at night ". But we are told that Dalgleish . 
and Powrie were not arrested till the 17th of July, 
becayse their depositiops are not once mentioned 

" Whitaker, iii. 196. Goodall, i? SS5. See PQwrie^s de- 
posit pn, Appendif . 
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cHAf». by Throckmorton till then " ; as if Throckmor- 
ton, who arrived not at Edinburgh till the 17th of 
July, could have notified their seizure, or their de- 
positions in June. 'The proclamation for appre- 
hending Bothwell, issued the same day (June 26th) 
that Dalgleish was examined, mentions in ex- 
press terms the " depositions of his servants. 
Throckmorton's first, letter from Edinburgh, July 
14th, refers' directly to the same evidence ; " he 
** (Bothwell) being with manifest evidence^ noto- 
** riously detected to be the principal murderer ;*' 
and his letter of the 1 8th can allude only to their 
depositions on the 23d and 26th of June, of which 
he had heard imperfectly ; "That Both well's porter, 
*^ and one of the other servitors of his chamber 
^* being apprehended, have confessed such sundry 
** circumstances of the murder, as it appeareth 
" evidently that he, the said earl, was one of the 
** principal executors of the murder in his own 
** person, accompanied with sundry others, of 
^^ which number I cannot yet certainly learn the 
** names but of three of them, two of the Ormis- 
*' tons of Tweddale, and one Hayburn of Bd- 
" ton ^^'^ If they were arrested only on the 17th 
of July there was neither time to take, nor occa- 
sion to antedate their depositions on the 1 8th ; and 
*' being apprehended,'* no more implies that they 
were then apprehended, than being copied in the 

" Whitaker, iii. 201. 
'i Anderson,!. HO. Robertson, ii. 447-53. 



THE MURDER pF DARNLEY. ^ 19 

proceedings atWestmixister, that the seven scv^ chaf. 
ral writings produced on the 3th, were transcribed v^^y^ 
on the spot. 

But Powrie the porter, according to whose fi^^st ?^^t«^ 
deposition, the trunk aii^ xtwi containing the°«>^^ 
gunpowder ^^, had been brought by himself and 
Wilson on ^' tway horses of my lprd*s, the ane 
** being his own horse,'* to the Blackfriars gate i 
and on (heir return from the ^k of Fi^d, tb^ 
" tway horses war away ^" declared when re^e^ 
amined, July 3d, that the " carriage of the trunlff 
^' and mail cohtainit in his former deposition 
" were carryed by him and Wilson upon ane gray 
" horse, that pertainit to Herman, pagq tp n>y 
*' lord, at twa sundrie tymes, to the place containit 
" in his former deposit ^^/' Powrie was purposely 

»* In Anderson this is printed, « the carriage of twa mails 
and ane tronk, and the uther ane ledderin mail," which af- 
fords Whitaker an additional obje<dien, that the two mails and 
ane tronk shrink, in the second deposition, into a tronjc aX^4 
mail, and ane toom pulder barrel, is added to make up wha^ 
was lost. iii. 1S9. The least attention might have con- 
vinced him, that the *« twa mails and ane trunk^* >fras mis- 
printed hy Anderson for ane an tronk. On inspecting the ori- 
ginal, accordingly I found " the carriage of twa mails the ane 
ane tronk, and the udder ane ane leddern mail.'* 

'5 Goodall, i. 887. Whiuker, lii. 197. Goodall sup- 
poses that it was discovered after the first examination, that 
Bothwell had no horses in town, or that Powrie and Wilsoa 
had no access to them : as if a Scotch earl who never stirred 
abroad without attendants armed, and who had accompanied 
the queei^ from Stirling to Edinburgh ^nd to Caliender, and 
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CMAP. re-examined to correct a mistake committed from 
vn. 
1;^^ inattention or stupidity, in his first deposition ; 

that the gunpowder had been brought on two 
horses, instead of two carriages on the same horse; 
but a forger, to whom it was indifferent whether 
the powder had been brought on two horses at 
once^ or on one torse twice, would have render- 
ed his first fabrication complete. According to 
the first deposition, Powrie and Wilson were met 
at the Blackfriars gate by Bothwell, accompanied 
by Hob Ormiston, Paris, and two others, with 
doaks about their faces ; according to his second 
examination, when they brought the last carriage 
to the Blackfriars gate, Bothwell came to them 
with three more, " quhilk had thayr cloaks and 
*^ muils upon their feet ^^." Here, instead of a 
slight contradiction, the two passages refer to 
the different carriages and arrivals of the powder, 
which Bothwell, walking up and down the Cow- 
gate, met each time at the Blackfriars gate. In 
Powrie's deposition the powder in the trunk and 
mail was contained in pokes or small sacks ; in 
Hay and Ifcpburn's, the trunk at least was emptied 

after a secret journey to Whittingham, met her again on the 
road from Glasgow, had no horses of his own in town. 
The mistake was probably committed by the clerk, and dis- 
covered on the examination of the centinels and others, of 
whose depositions oneVas read to Powrie on his second ex- 
amination* 

'* Whiukcr, iii. 198. 
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into bags within the Blackfriars gate '^ ; and as chap. 
Powrie was sent to the Cowgate to purchase can- u^/n^ 
dies, it is evident that the powder was poured into 
the sacks in the interval, before his return. But 
to those conversant with legal practice, nothing 
can authenticate the depositions more strongly 
than a second examination, to correct the mistake 
of the two horses, some months before the evi- 
dence of Hay and Hepburn could explain the 
fact, 

4. We are told, however, that the depositions a mine not 

•1 u r 1 • • -^ ^ necessary. 

must necessarily be false, as a mine was requisite to 
blowup the very foundations of the house '^ The 
council's letter on Monday, to the queen regent of 
France, describes the explosion as such " que 
*• d'une se^le, (ieuxchambres cabinet, et garde robe, 
** il n'est tien demeure que tout ne soit emporte 
*' loing de la, et redige en pouldre, non seulment 
" la couvertureet planches, mais aussi les murailles 
" jusque au fondement^ de softe qu'il ne demeure 
*^ pierre sur pierre^^." The queen's letter on Tues- 

'7 Goodall, i. 388. Goodall is unable to conceive vhy 
Bothwell should change his cloaths, or why he should return 
at all, or with so many attendants, when he had left two men 
behind to set fire to the train. He forgot that it was neces- 
sary for Bothwell to disguise himself ; to bring oflF his two 
men if discovered ; to secure his own person from assault or 
accident ; and by his presence to ensure the perpetration of 
the deed. 

'» Goodall, i. 146. 389. Whitaker, iii. 202. 

'9 See Appendix, N9. IV. ^ * • . 
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CHAP, day, to archbishop Beton, is in the same terms, 
" that of the haill loging, walls and other, there 
** is nathing remainit, na not a stane above ano- 
" ther, but other carreyit far away or dong in 
" dross to the VQTY grundstane,*^ and she adds, " it 
" man be don be force of powder, and appears to 
" have bene a mine ^V* This first idea of a mine, 
receives no confirmation from the proclamation 
on Wednesday to discover the murderers, which 
merely states, " that of the haill loging walls and 
•• utheris, there is nathing left unruinated^ but dung 
^^liidxo^toxhtverygrundstane ^^" The Actio contra 
Marianiy however, represents the walls as under- 
mined, and the mines filled with gunpowder j and 
in the indictments against Morton and archbi- 
shop Douglas, the powder a " lytle afore was 
*' placed by them under the grund, and angular 
** stares, and within the voltis, in laigh and darnit 
" pairts and places theirofF*^" But the two letters 
exaggerate the explosion beyond the proclamation 
which was addressed to those who beheld its 
eflfects ; and it is observable that the pretext of a 
^ mine, which occurred only to Mary, was neces- 
sary then to avert the suspicion, for the same rea- 
son that it is still asserted, to obviate the fact, that 
the powder was lodged in the queen's chamber. 
When transferred to Wilson as the author, 
the Action against Mary amounts to nothing, 

*o Keith, prtf. p. 8. '^ Anderson, i. 36. . 

» See Appendix, No. XXXIV. Arnot*s Crim. Trials, p. 9. 



/ THE MURDER OF DARNLEY. 17 

Buchanan refers in his Detection, and adheres In ^^^* 
his History, to the judicial depositions^ that the ^-'"^^^ 
gunpowder was lodged that evening in the lower 
chamber, to which the conspirators had false keys }. 
but Wilson repeats, in his jictio contra Marianii 
the tales extracted from Lesly and his servants^ 
who received, and who had an interest to prdpl- 
gate,the queen's account'^. At the distance of four- 
teen, and of twenty years, the hyperbolical lan- 
guage of Scottish indictments, is no evidence of 
an historical fact ; and in the indictments against 
Morton and Douglas, it. was necessary then, for 
the exculpation of Mary, to dispose of the powder^ 
not inmines,butindefiniteiytindcrthe ground and * 

angular, or corner stones, and within the vaults, 
in low and concealedplaces,they knew not Where. 
Two horse loads, or a single cask of gunpow* 
der, were sufficient, not according to, the modern 
fiction, to blow up the foundations, but to demolish 
a ruinous house to the grundstajie. But the sup- 
position of a mine implies that the expansive force 
of the explosion acts not equally in every direction; 
as if it were possible, from the ground apartment, 
to blow up the rafters, floors, and roof of an old 
house, rent and ruinous, withotit demolishing the 
walls. The fact is, that there was neither time 
nor room to construct a mine. There was xi|p 
time, as the mine for which six days are allowed, 

^5 Murdin, B^. Supra, chap* iv. xipCe 61- 

Vol. IL C 
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CHAP, in order to be finished in thd queen's absence, 
^^Pv-J Hiust Jiave been begun on her arrival at Glasgow, 
before it was known or determined, whether her 
husband would return, or where he would re- 
side. There was no room, as the prebendary's 
house where he lodged, was contiguous to the 
town wall, on the east side of the provost's, or 
principars house, with a narrow close or passage 
between, from which the turnpikej or outer stair- 
case, led to the king's apartment, since the back- 
door opened into the garden, on the east side of 
the prebendary's house ^. The little gallery, hav- 
ing a window in the gavel through the town wall, 
led directly south from the king's chamber at the 
north end, from which it was separated by a large 
stone wall J and as the queen's apartment was 
beneath the king's, the cellar was beneath the 
gallery where the servants slept^^. The door pas- 

^^ Supra, chap. i. See the depositions of Nelson, Hay, 
and Paris. Appendix, Nos. XXIV. XXV. 

^ *5 The description which I have given of the house from 
the diflFerent depositions, is confirmed by the council's letter 
to the queen mother of France ; " Son logis a este enleve 
&c. que d'une salle, deux chambres cabinet & garderobe,'* 
of v^^hich the house consisted. The two chambers were the 
king's and queen's apartments, on different floors : the salle 
was the cellar in Nelson's, and the kitchen in Paris' deposi- 
tion, which served in those days indiscriminately for a kitchen 
and hall. The cabinet et garderobe were the little gallery in 
which the servants slept '^above the cellar, and a small closet 
above the paslS&ge that led through the laigh house into^ the 



THE MURDER OF DARNLEY. 19 

sing through the cellar and the town wall, of chap. 
which the . key could not be^ found *^, appears to J^ 
have been sufficiently secured within. If the 
mine had been begun without, from the provost's 
house, or from the Kirk of Field, its entrance 
must have been discovered after the explosion, 
and its course disclosed by the ruin's sinking into 
the chasm. But a mine opened within the cel- 
lar % through which the conspirators must have 
secured previous access to the whole house, would 
have been a preposterous labour. 

c. The depositions were confirmed afterwards ^«po«^- 

-^ * ^ tipns con« 

by the confessions of Paris and Ormiston, and^/n^edby 

, , , their oppo* 

are authenticated at present by their opposition t0 8»tion to 
the prevailing report of the times. As the king's opinion i 
body and his servants' were found entire, with- 
out any external contusion or rtiarks of gunpow- 
der, in an adjacent garden without the walls, it 
was then the received opinion, that they had 
been strangled and brought out through the pos- 

garden, and divided the queen's chamber by a large stone 
wall, the only partition then, from the kitchen or cellar that 
entered from the turnplh by a separate door. In those times 
the bedroom served for a parlour during the day, as in some 
parts of Scotland at present ; but Whi taker has converted 
this simple plan into a house of six rooms, with a (vaulted) 
cellar under the whole, iii. 26S. 

^^ Buchanan's Detection, 15. Nelson's Evidence, Appen* 
dir,No. XXV., 

*7 Whil^ker, iii, 232—41. 
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CHAP, tern, before the house was blowti up. This per- 

VIL 



VIL 

suasion was so firmly established, that the procla- 



mation issued against Bothwell, on the deposit 
tions of Powrie and Dalgleish, June 36, declared, 
" of the quhilk murder now by just trial taketij 
** he is found not only to have been the inven- 
*' ter and deviser, but the executor with his awiq 
** hands, as his awin servants^ being in company 
" with him, at that unworthy fact hes testified ^^." 
Hay and Hepburn were not then apprehended to 
explain the fact ; nor was it known that they 
were locked in the queen's chamber ; and as 
Powrie, Dalgleish, and Wilson were left by Both- 
well at the garden wall, the privy council con- 
cluded from their evidence, that he had en- 
tered the house with Paris, to strangle the king 
with his own hands, before the explosion took 
place. Buchanan was impressed with the sajne 
persuasion, which every historian of the age 
adopted; and from more recent, but doubtful 
information, he describes the conspirators in his 
History, as divided into two bands; one of which 
entering from Hamilton house, strangled the 
king and his servant jt, and carried their dead bodies 
through the postern into the adjacent fields, when 
the other, on a signal given, set fire to the train^^. 

^8 Anderson, 1* 140. 

^9 Buchanan's Hist. 1. xviii. S5I. 1. xx. 397. From com- 
paring these passages, it is evident that Buchanan supposed 
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As the operation of gunpowder is better under- chap. 
stood, it is now admitted, that their bodies, from 
the intervention of the floor and bedding, were 
thrown out untouched by the explosion, and that, 
if they had fallen on the water,^ their lives might 
have been preserved 3°. When the murderers 
were particularly interrogated, their depositions 
and confessions concurred in the fact, " that the 
king was handlit by na man's hands j" but the 

the archbishop^s servants to have murdered the king, and 
BothvrelVsfdato signo^ to have blown up the house. Goodall by 
dint of false translation, " Archiepiscopus libenter trucidanda 
regis, partes sibi oblatas suscepit ," that he willingly undertook the 
employment^ represents the two passages as inconsistent, in order 
to extract a wretched argument for Both well's vindication ; as if 
Buchanan had transferred the whole employment, instead of 
the partes sibi oblatas , to the archbishop. Buchanan's informa- 
tion is confirmed by Crawford's MS. which Spottiswood, 
from different passages, seems to have consulted ; that Ro- 
bertson, a priest, was confronted with the archbishop, before 
his (the archbishop's) execution, and affirmed that Black 
John Hamilton, one of the archbishop's servants, confessed at 
his death, that he was present at the murder by his master's 
orders ; to which the latter replied, that " he synit deadly to 
lay it upoun him quha knew nathing of the matter, as also he 
synit to reveal any confessioun." The archbishop was un- 
doubtedly privy to the murder, and seems to have watched 
with his servants at Hamilton house, till the explosion took 
place ; but Buchanan's inference is erroneous, that the arch- 
bishop's servants were employed to strangle Darnlpy, and 
JJothwell's servants to blow up the house. 
?« Hume, V. IQT. n. Whitaker, iii. 293. 

C3 
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supposed forgers never would have discredited 
their professed opinion, nor have forborn to 
avail themselves of the popular belief, which they 
had no interest or inclination to contradict, 
•".^^^* But the strongest confirmation is theuninten- 

dence with tioual Coincidence of minute facts. The deposi- 

other facts. ^ ^ 

tions all declare, that the conspirators returned, 
after the explosion, to a broken part of the town 
wall in Leith wynd, which Bothwell was unable, 
or afraid to leap, but the reason, because of his sair 
hand^ is assigned only by Hepburn ; and we dis- 
cover elsewhere, that his hand was deidly wound- 
ed^ or maimed in Liddesdale, to which the long 
letter from Glasgow alludes, '^ that the bracelet 
" might be seen if he should chance to be hurt'^'* 
According to the depositions of Dalgleish andPow- 
rie, Bothwell knocked andcalled in vain at Ormis- 
ton'slodgings when he returned at midnight to the 
Kirk of Field; and Ormiston, who was taken and 
executed six ye^s afterwards, by the regent Mor- 
ton, declared in his confession, that when the 
powder was lodged in ^ the queen's chamber, he 
returned home and went to bed, " to avoid sus- 
" picion, that na man might say he was at the 
" deid doing/' We discover from Robert Mel- 
ville's letter, that in Kay's deposition, and pro- 
|)^bly in the others, Huntley's concern in the mur* 

?» See Appendix, No, XXI, 
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der.was suppressed, as that potent nobleman was ^^^' 
treating then for a reconciliation with the regent, ^--v--' 
But the imperfect abstract of Hepburn's confes- 
sion, alludes incidentally to a bond of which Sir • 
James Balfour was the principal deviser, subscrib- 
ed by the nobility for the murder of Da^rnley, and 
acknowledging the queen's mind " thairto/' And 
the confession gf Ormiston explains the evidence 
against Huntley which was suppressed so care- 
fully in Hay's deposition; that at Easter a bond 
or contract for the removal of Darnley, as a young, ' 
proud, and tyrannical fool, unfit to reign, was 
shewn him by Bothwell ; that the bond had been 
devised by Sir James Balfour, and signed (at 
Craigmillar) by Huntley, Argyle, Lethington 
and Balfour about a quarter of a year before 
the deed was done^^. Ormiston's confession 
was taken and attested, in December 1573, 
by Brand a clergyman ; and an observation 
of Spottiswood's renders the authenticity of it 
indisputable ; " that not the less the regent, to the 
" offence of many, did suffer the said Balfour to 
'* enjoy the benefit of the pacification, and passed 
" an act thereof in council ^^.^ But Morton never ^ 
would have inserted among, the regicides, the 
names of Argyle the chancellor,^ and of Balfour 
whom he was then solicitous to preserve. 

6. The depositions are strictly confined to the 

^- See Appendix, No. XXVII. 33 Spottiswood, ^7*. 
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CHAP, murder ; as the design was to procure judicial cvi- 
*_, dence against Bothwell and his associates, not to 



V 



SlJonT" iniplicate the queen in his guilt. The letters there- 
l'cT^^^ fore' were not introduced; nor z single circum- 
stance not connected with the actual perpetration 
of tjie crime. But the silence, or ignorance ©f the 
subordinate actors, is assumed as a proof, or con- 
verted rather into a positive confession, not only 
of the queen's innocence, but of the guilt of her 
accusers34. The first intimation of the fact is in a 
letter from archbishop Beton to the cardinal of 
Lorrain, (February 8th, 1568,) containing the sum 
of the dispatches from Scotland. '* Environ les 
** fetes de nocl dernier, douzc 6u quinze des prin- 
*' cipaux serviteurs cju Conte Bondouel fiirent 
" prins prisonniers aux isles des Orcades,par Mon- 
" sieur de St. Croix Tun des freres bastardes de 
^* la royrie, qui pour lejourdhui s^est faict conte des 
^* dites Isles ^ lesqiielles par tempeste de la mer fu- 
*' rent contraincts y prendre terre, et apres menez 
*^ a Lislebourgh, et accuse de meurtre fureht con- 
" daihnez a mort et toutesfois executez en prison, 
" pbufceque quelques ungs d'eux, ayent demande 
" de grace estre ouy par le conte de Mourray, coh- 
" fesserent bien avoir merite la mort, declarant 
** rinnocence de la royne et accusent les plus 
^* grands et principaux de son conceil, qui assis- 
^' toient lors avec lui, et mesmes le conte de Mor* 

34 Whitaker, iii. 283—6—9. 
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*^ thon et le secretaire Ledinton et Balfour qui crap. 
• ** estoit capitaine de chatteau dc Lislebourgh ; ^'^'^ ^ 
** et le dit conte leur maitre en Danemark ^5.*^ 
Such defective intelligence could not well be trans*- 
mitted from Scotland, that twelve or fifteen of 
Bothweirs principal servants had been taken in 
Orkney and executed in prison; instead pf four exe- 
cuted in public, of whom Hepburn alone had been 
taken by Grange and the bishop of Orkney, on 
board of one of Bothweirs ships in Shetland. Lord 
Robert was not created earl of Orkney till 1581, 
but it was secretly understood that Morton was 
privy, and Balfour and Lethington accessary to 
the murder, and the queen's innocence was a ne- 
cessary addition, in a letter to the cardinal of Lor- 
rain her uncle. The fact was afterwards improved 
by Lesly, into a public confession, uttered in the 
presence of many thousands at the place of execu- 
tion. In the Instructions from the lords and abbots 
of her party, he presumes that l^ary never would 
have consented to the murder, having other likely 
means pf divorce pr a sentence of death, to be quit 
pf her husband, " by the lords own deyice at 

35 MSS. Brit. Mus. Ayscough's Cat. 3199, from Mem. 
Scot. torn. 3; Hay was examined on the 13th of September, 
apparently before Grange's return from Shetland ; and Hep- 
burn on the 8th of December thereafter. Accordingly the 
one says in his confession, that he was betrayed into lord 
Lindsay's hands, the other that be had ships provided u> 
flee, but could not escape. See Appendix, No. XXIV, 
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CHAP. " Criigmiflar, bot it may be infcrrit that they were 
" the doaris thairoffbnlie, as was deponit by thaim 
" quha sufFcrct death thairfoii^, quha declarit at all 
^ times the quene our sovereign to be innocent 
" thairofF^^" In the memorial read by Herreis, 
when Murray's accusation was presented at West- 
minster, he declared that her adversaries were 
themselves " the first inventars, writars with thair 
** owiT hand of that devilifh band, the conspiracic 
** of the slaughter of her late spouse, presentit to 
" thair wickit confederate Bothwell, as was made 
** manifest befoir ten thousand people, at the 
** execution of certain the principal ofFendaris at 
** Edinburgh 3//* The paper was presented by 
Lesly himself ; but amidst those vague assertions 
concerning the bond which was devised and sign- 
ed by Balfour and Lethington whom he durst not 
name, it is observable that he is silent concerning 
the only fact in dispute, though inserted in his In- 
structions without hesitation, that the queen's in- 
nocence and the guilt of her accusers were attest- 
ed by the criminals themselves at their death. But 
the fact which he durst not assert at the conference, 
is introduced at length, in his Defence of Mary's Ho- 
nour. "Is it not full well known think ye, that ye and 
" the earfs Bothwell, Morton and others assembled at 
" the castle of Craigmillar and other places at divers 

3^ Goodall, ii. 3.59. 

«7 Id. t^ll, Anderson, iv. 129- 
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^* times, to consult and devise upon this mischief? chap. 
** If need were we could reherse and recount the 
" whole sum and effect of the oration made by 
" tjie most eloquent amongst you, to stir up, ex- 
** hort and inflame your faction then present^ to de- 
" termine and resolve themselves to dispatch and 
•* make a hand with the lord Darnley. We can 
" tell you that there were interchangeable inden- 
•^ tures made and subscribed by you, that he which 
*' had the best opportunity offered, to make him 
" away, should forthwith take it in hand, and 
" dispatch him. We can tell you, and so can five 
" thousand and more of their own hearing, that 
" John Hepburn the earl Both well's servant, 
" being executed for his and your traiterous fact, 
" did openly say and testify, as he should answer 
" to the contrary before God, that you were prin- 
*^ cipal authors, counsellors and assisters with his 
" master, of this execrable murder, and that his 
" said master so told him ; and farthermore, that 
" he himself had seen the indentures we spake of» 
^' We can tell you that John Hay of Galloway, 
" (Talla) that Powrie, that Dalgleish, and last of 
" all that Paris,all being put to death for this crime, 
" took God to record, at the time of their death, 
*^ that this murder was by your counsel, inven- 
" tion, and drift committed, who also declared 
^* that they never knew the queen to be partici^- 
" pant or aware theredf j that as for no torments 
^' nor fair promises they could be brought falsely 
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CHAP. ** to accuse their mistress,so without any torments 

at all they have voluntarily purged her, and so 
** laid the burden upon your necks and shoulders 
^* that ye shall never be able shake it ofF^*." 

Sijch declamatory invectives addressed to no 
one in particular, and conveying no distinct in- 
formation, are the sole authorities of those who 
adopt, as a rule of judgment, every assertion 
which Mary's early apologists have chosen to ad- 
vance, and to reject every fact which her opponents 
have endeavoured to prove. But the rhetorical 
intimation of what was full well known, implies 
that it was not known : what they could tell sig- 
nifies in plain language what could not be told j 
and on this subject Lesly's veracity may be ascerr 
tained at once. None were present at Craigmil^ 
lar, but Huntley, Argyle, and Lethington, who 
signed the bond devised by Balfour, and Mur- 

38 Anderson, i. 76. Tytler has a long Argument to prove 
that Lesly's assertion concerning Paris's confession, passed 
uncontradicted by Murray, who must have seen it, as the 
first edition "Was printed at the end of the year 1569, and 
Murray's death happened on the 2^d of January, 1569—70. 
Tytler, i. 297. By this double supputatjon the fact is dis- 
guised, that the end of the year 1569 )vas March 25tb, 1570, 
according to our present computation of tiire. Murray was 
shot, as Goodall expresses his assassination, on the 22d of Ja- 
nuary 1569-70, andLesly'sdefencewas printed at Easterthere-» 
after, which happened that year before the 25th of March, 
Whitakcr, iii. 494. But Lesly's assertion was expressly con- 
tradicted in Buchanan!s Detection, by publishing the genuine 
confessions of the criminals at the place of execution. 
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ray whom Beton's letter acquits, and whom chap. 
Lesly has not ventured to accuse or even to name. v^Tw 
Morton and his associates were, then residing as 
exiles in England ; and the intimation that they 
were actually present at the conference at Craig- 
millar, was a fiction of which Lesly himself was 
conscious, and which he wished to insinuate, but ' 
was afraid to assert directly as a fact. When 
branded with such notorious marks of misrepre- 
sentation and fiction, his assertion, that the crimi- 
nals confessed at their execution in the presence of 
many thousands, that the queen was innocent, 
and that her accusers were the chief authors of the 
murder, must be supported by better authority 
than his. own word. The confession of what 
Bothwell told his servants would amount to no- 
thing if genuine, as it was his policy as well as the 
queen's, to transfer the imputation of the crime to 
Murray. But the fact inserted in Lesly's instruc- 
tions, and suppressed at the conference, was intro- 
duced into an anonymous pamphlet with the less 
hesitation ; and it admits of this obvious confu- 
tation, that the confessions ascribed to the crimi- 
nals in the presence of thousands, at the place of 
execution, were unknown in Scotland, and are 
not once mentioned by a single historian of the 
age. Not to insist on Buchanan's silence, Melvil 
and the author of Crawford's MS. who mention 
the seizure or the execution of the criminals taken 
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CHAP. inoneofBothwell'sshipSjHoUinshed and Thin his 
^ ^\ continuator, and the contemporary authors whom 
Calderwood consulted, or whose annals are stili 
extant in manuscript, were all ignorant of those 
supposititious confessions of the queen's innocence, 
and of the guilt of her accusers. In the next cen- 
tury Camden improving on Lesly, transcribed his 
assertion with this notable mistake, that Paris, 
whom Lesly had mentioned in the same sentence, 
sy^ered at the same time (1567) with Dalgleish 
and Powrie j and with this remarkable addition, 
that they understood from Bothwell, that Murray 
and .Morton were the authors of the regicide, 
from all suspicion of which they absolved the 
queen ^. Paris is mentioned in Crawford's MS. 
as one of the devisers of the king's death, but that 
he denied the fact at his execution, is one of Craw- 

V 
^ 
39 Camden's Annals, 121. Sir James Balfour in his MS. 

Annals^ transcribes this passage from Camden, with the same 
mistake, which points out, as their sole authority, Lesly who 
mentions the execution of Hay, Powrie, Dalgleish, and Paris 
in the same breath. Sir James wrote about the year 1632 ; 
and. in another part of his Annals he infoims us, " that the 
murderer of this innocent prince was known to be Bothwell, 
&c. by those who best.understood how matters went at court. 
But the popish affected that applauded the queen's ^vicked 
courses, spread a rumour and laid the crime on Morton and 
Murray, which the queen mainly laboured to do by her an- 
swers to foreign princes." 
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ford's numerous interpolations or forgeries, which chap. 
Goodall had not the honesty to correct ^°. ^^^ . 

7. Had the queen's share or concurrence in the Pans'* con- 
murder been concealed from those who had no ffwt de^- 
access to her person, her connivance could not "'"'°" 
have escaped the observation of Paris, the confi- 
dential servant whom she received from Bothweli. 
The question has been repeatedly asked, why he 
was not produced during the conference at West* 
minster, by those who should have known that he 
was not then apprehended. His name and Ormis- 
ton's are inserted in Bothwell's attainder, (Decem- 
ber 20th, 1 s^7y) ^^<^ the rest were execot6d(Janua- 
ry the 3d, 1 567-8) before any idea was entertained 
of the Conference at Westminster ^K From an ori- 
ginal letter of Murray's to Elizabeth, it af^earsthat 
PariSjwho had arrived at Leith about the middle ctf 

^° Crawford's Memoirs, 113. In the original MS. " The 
regent passed to St. Andrew's quhair a notabill sorceress 
called Nicnevin was condemnit to the death and burnt, and 
a Frenchman calUt Paris, quha was ane of the devyserls of 
the king's death, was han^it in St. Andrew's, and with hUn 
Williame Steward Lyonn, king of armes, for divers points of 
witchcraft and necromancie." 

4» Keith's assertion, (366) that Rsiris had been two years 
and a half in prison when the confession was made, has been 
transcribed implicitly by Tytler, Guthrie, and Stuart, who, 
had they read the conferences at Westminster, lyQuld hnv« 
found in Anderson iv. 152. that he was then an outlaw* Whit- 
aker first perceived and corrected Keitl^'s mistake. Whit- 
aker,-i. 46y, 
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CHAP. June 1569, was conveyed to St. Andrew's, as the 
i— y l > regent was then engaged in a progress through 
the north, and that he was executed by order of 
law (August 16th) after a diligent and circumspect 
examination, on the regent's return ^*. His confes- 
sion on the 9th, which occasioned his examination 
on the 10th of August, ^ has been preposterously 
questioned by those who never saw the original, 
of which an abridged translation from Calder- 
wood's History, was published by Goodall, as the 
proof of a forgery which he never examined, in- 
stead of the French original in the Cotton library, 
to which he seems to have had no personal ac- 
cess 43. It is written in an indifferent French 
hand ; is signed at the end of each leaf and at 
the conclusion with a contraction of the initials 
of Nicholas Hubert, nick-named Riris, and appears 
to be a free and voluntary confession, made pro. 
fessedly without interrogation or constraint. Its 
internal marks of authenticity are indisputable ; 
as it is delivered with an arch simplicity that 
is almost inimitable, and in a narrative quite dra- 
matic, which could occur only to a person strongly 
impressed with the precise words that were utter- 
ed in the scenes which he describes* It abounds, 
as Robertson observes, with a number of minute 
facts and particularities which the most dexterous 

^ See Appendix, No* XXVI. 
♦3 Goodall, i* 137. 
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forger could not have easily assembled and coil- chap. 
nected together with any appearance of proba- , 
bility ; and with circumstances which could have 
occurred only to one of Paris's character and rank 
in life ^» He endeavours at once to conceal th,e 
queen's guilt, and to represent his own share in 
the murder as accidental or compulsive. On 
Wednesday or Thursday, when the murder was 
first proposed, he attempted to dissuade BothweU 
from the design as dangerous j but the latter re*- 
plied, " Comment sera ce ! car j'ay, dis a^ Ledding- 
*^ ton, qui est estyme Tung des meilleurs espricts 
" dc ce paiscy^ ct qui est fentrepreneur de tout 
" cecy; en apres j'ay Mons^ d'Argyle, mon 
*' frere Monsieur de Hontlyc, Mons''% dc Mor^ 
" ton, Ruthen, et Lindsay. Les trois la une fois 
** ne me fauldront jamais car j 'ay parle pour leur 
" grace, et ay tous les signes de ceulx cy que je t'ay 
•' nommes, et ausy avons envie dela faire derniere* 
" ment que nous fumes a Craigmillar.** After 
some flattering compliments to Murray's former 
administration +5^ Paris next demands, *' Quelle 

« Robertson, iL 341. 

« See Appendix, iJo. XXVI. Goodall (i. 14^.) wonders 
how Paris knew any thing of Murray's adrrvinistratioft fronx 
1562 to 156&9 while BothweU was in France. From the ori- 
ginal confession, which Goodall never saw^ it appears that 
Paris had quitted Bothwell's service in England, and^ return* 
ed to Scotland, where, as Buchanan intimates, he probably 
remained in lord Seton's service, till Bothwrfrs recall* 
Vol. n^ D 
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CHAP. " parte cestuy la prend ? Cc dict-U, U nc se vcult 
u.^y^ " point meler. Monsieur, cedi-je, il est sage. Adonc 
" Monsieur de Boduclrestorne sa teste vers xnoy, 
^' ct me deist, Monsieur de Morra ! Monsieur de 
** Morra ! il ne veult ne ayder ne nuire ; mais c*est 
" tout ung: Bien, bien Monsieur, cc di-je, il ne 
" le faicte sans cause, et vous le voyres/' Botb- 
well's answer, that Murray would neither help 
nor hurt them, is in the same strain with Lething^ 
ton's at Craigmillar, that he would look through 
his fingers saying nothing thereto ; but an allu- 
sion to that conference was the last circumstance 
which Murray would have introduced if the con- 
fession had been forged. How desirous soever 
to criminate Lethington by a forged confession, 
Murray never would have implicated his three 
principal adherents, in a manner seeming at first to 
imply, that they had signed the bond for the mur- 
der of Darnley ; much less would he have involved 
himself in the suspicion of a tacit comiivance at 
his death, Bothwell, on the tontrary, relied na- 
turally on the assistance of Morton, Ruthven, 
and Lindsay ; but the signatures which he pro- 
cured, as explained by the context, are limited to 
Lethington, Argyle and Huntliey, as tbey would 
have done it the last time that they were at Craigmillar ^ 
before Morton and his associates were permitted 
to return. Whether or no the design was pre- 
vented then, by Murray's presence, he denied, in 
his answer to the protestation transmitted ta 
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Huntley, that any unlawful purpose was held in his chap, 
audience \ ' and he certainly would have introduc- \„„r>J%jt 
ed' no intimation of his own connivance, upon 
which Lethington and Bothwell, on the jBlrst co- 
vert proposal of the murder at Craigroillar, ap- 
pear to have both relied* From an impartial ex- 
planation of his conduct, the conspiracy of which 
he was ignorant then, could not well have escaped 
his observation afterwards, when he left town 
on the eve of the murder, in order to avoid all 
apparent concern in ^ crime which he could not 
pi^event^^, Wheji Paris heard of his departyre, th? 
idea was irresistible, " Moy entendant ceste pa- 
" role (qui Monsieur de Morray venoi( prendre 
^^ son coi)ge de la Roy ne pour aljer yeoyr jpiadamc 
^^ sa femme) j'aperseu incontinent, qu*ij le faisoit 
*' pour se destorner de se faict meschant ; Ja des* 
*^ sus je m'en ^llois me pormener Lastarik et m'en 
^' vois subvenir des paroles que j'avoys dictes du 
^^ diet Sie% de Morray a Monsieur de Bodvel, e| 
^Vaussi ce qu*il m*en avoit respondu .: a ceste heujr 
^^ la je dis en moy mespie, O ! Monsieur de Morray 
^' tu es hpmpie de bien, plcust a Pieuque tu sceaus 
^* mon cceur/* Such an v^ful intermixture o£ 
truth and flattery was extremely natural to one in 
Paris's situatbn ; but pn th$ supposition of forgf ry^ 
Murray and Morton must have been industrious 
%o insert every drcumstance which it was their in- 
(Dpri^st to con<ceal. In the circumstapc^s^ and ia 

^ Sjipr^, ch, ii. § f » 
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the secret steps of the murder, the confession 
coincides minutely xvith the former depositions ; 
but Paris, who studied to suppress the queen's con- 
cern in the deed, has betrayed inadvertently a sin- 
gle circumstance decisive of her guilt. On her re- 
turn to the abbey on Saturday, Margaret Garwood, 
her confidential servant, desired Paris to bring 
the coverlet of the queen's bed,which was probably 
valuable, frotn the Kirk of Field ; and when she 
supped on Sunday with the bishop of Argyle, she 
'asked him herself if the coverlet was. removed. 
His ex ^' Paris, in consequence of his confession, was 

mination examined next day, and as his declaration is de- 

and second ^ ^ ' 

declaration Uvcred in the same strain of arch simplicity, if 
the one be genuine, the other cannot be less au- 
thentic. Nothing in fact can be more natural or 
regular, than the whole procedure. As the first 
is a voluntary confession, delivered without inter- 
rogation or constraint, the second is a declaration 
in answer to certain interrogatories, on those cir- 
cumstances which he had endeavoured at first to 
conceal. To the first interrogatory, qtmnd premier- 
rne^f il entra en credit aveo la Royne^ he replied, that 
it was at Callender, on her journey to Glasgow, 
when she g!ive him a purse of three or four hun- 
dred crowns to carry to Bothwell; which has 
furnished those persons who are ignorant of the 
•language, or inattentive to the context, with a new 
objection ; tliat she should give him a purse to 
carry to Glasgow, and to return w^ith it after- 
wards to Bothwell at Ediubu gh, to whom she 
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might have delivered it herself on his departure 
from Callender. If Whitaker had read, or un- 
derstood the context, he must have perceived 
that the purse was delivered to Both well on the 
road, before his return to Edinburgh. ^^ Qu'alors 
" elie luy baylla une bourse la ou^il avoit environs 
*' 3 ou 4 cens escus, pour la porter a Monsieur 
** Boduel, iequel apres avoir receu la dicte bourse, 
*' sur le chemin entre Callendar ct Glasgow, luy 
" diet que le diet Paris s'en allast avec la Royne, 
" et quHl se tint pres d'elle, et qu*il regardast 
" bien a ce qu'eUe feroit, luy disant que la Royne 
" luy donneroit des lettres pour les luy porter +7/' 
Tlie heavy purse which he received and delivered 
to his master, was naturally introduced as the first 
circumstance of his entry into thequeen^ service ; 
and he proceeds, on his return with the letters 
from Glasgow, to explain Lethington's share in 
recommending, and Balfour's in preparing the 
Kirk of Field for the king's reception. The his- 
torical fact has not hitherto been observed, that it 
was in consequence of this information alone, that 
Balfour and Lethington were accused and arrest- 
ed, (September 3, 1569,) at the instigation of 
Lennox, as accessary to the murder j but the for* 
mer escaped, and the latter was preserved by the 
queen's friends assembling, in arms for his rescue, 

47 See Appendix, No. XXVII. Whitaker, who had evi* 
dfently read the passage, misunderstood letjuel as relative to 
Paris, instead of Both well, ii. 'n5. 

• . D3 
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CHAP, which compelled the regent to adjourn his trials* 
^^^ ; The explanation of the letters has already been an* 
ticipated; and when interrogated what he knew 
of the design, in the interval between the king's 
arrival and the perpetration of the murder, Paris 
referred to his former confession, with this addi* 
tion : that Bothwell on the first proposal of the 
enterprize, forbade hinj to place the queen's bed di- 
rectly under the king's, where the powder was to 
be laid ; and as he placed it there, the queen who 
slept for the first time that same night, at the Kirk 
of Field, observed " sot que tu es, je ne veux pas 
*' que mon lit soit en ce endroit la,'* and actually 
made him remove the bed* From these words 
perceiving that she was apprised of the design, he 
informed;hef that he was ordered by Bothwell to 
bring him the keys of her chamber, " et qu'il a 
" envie d*y faire quelque chose, c*est de faire sau*' 
** ter le Roy en Tair par pouldre qu'il y fera met- 
. " trej'* (an explanation apparently addressed to 
his examiner) to which she replied, " ne me park 
*' poynt de cela ceste heurecy, ce diet elle, fais en 
** ce qu'on voudras." When interrogated whe* 
ther she conversed any farther on the same sub- 
ject that nighty he declared that when she went to 
bed she did not sleep all night, but that she wrote 
and sent a letter to Bothwell ; that on Friday 
morning he returned with an answer from Both* 

4^ See Appendix^ No, XXVIU. 
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well that he would not sleep till he had finished his chap. 
cnterprize j that the queen was still in bed, and ^--^^-^ 
while she was dressing he took the two keys of 
her chamber to Bothwell, who compared them 
w^ith other false keys and returned them again j 
that during her absence, Beton, the usher, requir- 
ed the keys to let the queen into the garden, and 
on his return she demanded aloud why he had 
carried the keys away; that when he asked 
her apart why she had challenged him publicly, 
when she knew for what purpose they were 
taken ? *' Ha, ce dict-elle, Paris, c'cst tout ung : nc 
^' te soucie, ne te soucie;*' and that as far, as he 
can remember, she slept again that Friday night 
at the Kirk of Field j and again sent him with let- 
ters to Bothwell. 

The objections to these hcts are numerous at objections 
least, if not always just. That Paris, whenuncer- cond^d^ 
tain in- his confession, whether the enterprize was ^^^*"°^ 
first proposed by Bothwell on Wednesday or on 
Thursday, should recollect distinctly on his exa- 
mination, that the next day was Friday : that he 
should be employed in dressing or putting the 
queen's bed in order; that he should be ad- 
mitted into her chamber when in bed at mid- 
night, or suffered to attend in the morning when 
she rose and dressed ; that Bothwell should pro- 
mise not to sleep for three nights, till the murder 
was accomplished, are rejected as circumstances 
utterly improbable^ or at least as inconsistent with 

D4 
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CHAP, all female decorum +9, But the best confirmation 

VII. 

of evidence is the objection itself ; that the wit- 
ness was conducted insensibly, by a train of cir* 
cumstances, to the precise date which he was un-» 
able to recollect at first. If uncertain whether the 
design was commynicated on Wednesday or on 
Thursday, he remembered distinctly, in his first 
declaration, that he had been ordered on that oc- 
casion to bring the keys, and had returned to Both- 
well on Friday morning ; in the second, that the 
queen slept that same night on which the murder 
was first proposed, at the Kirk of Field, The in- 
termediate circumstances which he wished to con* 
ceal, that she made him remove the bed that night, 
and sent him at midnight with letters to Both* 
well, to whom, on his return to her apartment 
on Friday mornings he carried the keys, conduct 
us to the date of which he wa? uncertain, that 
the queen lodged on Thursday for the first' time 
at the Kirk of Field, when Bothwell first commu-. 
Tiicated the design to Paris, on the same day that 
it had been imparted to Hepburn. Her accusers 
imagined that she slept there on Wednesday 
pight, but whether Nelson or Paris mistook the 
day, the first design was tq assassinate Darnley in 
Xhe fields, and the secpnd was to blow the house 
up on Satui-day Right, gothwdl, therefore, if the 
enterprise referred to the murder, might well pro* 
mise before the time wa^ fixed, iio,t to sleep till i% 

49 Keith, 36G. Tytler,i. 312. Whi taker, liK 2G7. n. 
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was accomplished ; and in the queen's letter on chap. 
Friday, " gif it be not that I fear yc are in sleep- . ' s 
^' ing/' seems to refer to the same wordst That 
Paris was employed to dress ^ or to put th6 queen's 
bed in order, proceeds from a ludicrous misappre- 
hension of the French phrase, dresser un lity which 
Ty tier, ignorant of the idiom, mistook for faire un 
lit: and imagined thather chamberlain, **quivoulu 
^ dresser lelict de la Royneensa chambre,*' wasem- 
ployed in making, instead of setting up the queen's 
bed ^''t " Et comme elle s'abilloit le dit Paris prend 
♦' le deux clefs dc la chambre et les luy apporte," 
implies,not as supposed by WJiitaker, that she rose 
and dressed in his presence, but that he went with 
the keys to Both well, while the queen was dressing, 
after which she wanted to pass into the garden 
before his return 5^ The great source of histori- 
cal error, is to estimate the facts or customs pf a 
former period by tho^e of our own. Hence the 

5*> A very decent o^ce, truly, says Tytler, (i. 312,) who, 
i;i translating the passage, adopted Keith's objection, that he 
was employed in making the queen's bed. Keith, 366. 

^^ As Beton missed the keys, when the queen, imagining 
(be back door left open, had occasion to pass into the garden, 
she questioned Piiris aloud on bis return j evidently to re» 
move all suspicion frojn herself. From this incident, the 
Reader will observe, that Beton, to whom> as u slier of the 
queen'-s chamber door> th^ custody of the keys belonged, ana 
without whose connivance the murder could not well be per- 
petrated, obtained on Sunday a grant of the vicarage of Dun- 
iop, and according to Ormiston's confession, accompanied 
Bothwell to the Blackfrijir> g^te when the powder arrived. 
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CHAP, ipologists for Mary, who ascxibc to their heroine 
all the sentimental delicacy of modern times, reject 
whatsoever appears repugnant to that ideal perfec- 
tion, which is the mere creature of their own ro- 
mance. Chatellet's familiarity in her cabinet, when 
" she waid lye on his shouldars,and sometimes pre- 
*' vily wald steal a kiss of his necke,'* gave birth 
at least to the most presumptuous hopes 5» ; and 
Darnley's jealousy was first excited byRizio's fami- 
liar access to her chamber, for which an early apo^ 
logist makes this excuse : " que ceste Royne ayent 
*^ este nourrie en France se ressentoit des libertes 
*^ honnestes de ceste royaumc ou les soupsons ont 
•' esloignes des privautes esquelles Tinfamie et sa* 
^' lete ne scauroient avoir entree quelcounque 53/* 

5^ In thaMS.copie$ofKnox*s History, " Wisemenjudge such 
fashions," (the queen's dancing of the purpose ^viixh Chattelet) 
•* mair like to the borthel than to the comeliness of honeit women. 
All this winter Chattelet was so familiar in the queen s cabinet^ 
air and laity that scarc^y culd ony of the nobility have access unto 
Ur» The queen wald lye vpoun Chattelet s shoulder ^ and sometyme 
previly mold steal a kiss of his necke: and all this was honest ynough^ 
for it ibas the gentil entreatment of a stranger. Bot the familiarity 
nvas so grity that upon a night he privily did convey himself under the 
grw^if^'jW.— At the place of execution, he concluded looking 
into the heavens, witlTthese words, O cruel dame I what that 
complaint imported lovers may divineJ'* Knox concludes, " de- 
liver us, O Lord, from the rage of sick inordinate rewlars.^* 
Those passages in italicks wore softened or omitted by David 
Buchanan, in the first editions, out of tenderness to Mary. 

^' L'Innocence de k Royne d'Escosse, 1572. Apud Jebl^ 
i. 457. 
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TlicmantiershowefVerofthe French court, were chap* 
as free and licentious then, as it a later period ; v 
and among the hbnnhes libertis of the French 
dames, Brantome informs us j ** EUes choisissent, 
** au moins aucuns, leur valets desquellcs aucuns 
*^ sont beaux et autres non ; comme j'cn ay connu 
** quails ont fait> et si n*en faut prier louguement 
** leurs dits valets, car les levant, couchant, desha- 
*^ billant, chaussant, deschaussunt, et Ittx baillent 
** leur« chemises, comme j'ay veu bcaucoup de 
*^ filles a la cour et ailleurs qui n'en faisoient au- 
*' cune difficulte n'y scrupfe 54," Without meaning 
to insinuate that Mary indulged in such indecent 
liberties^ it is sufficient for me to observe,- that ac- 
cording to the uniform custom of French dames, 
she admitted male viatants to her chamber, with* 
out scruple, when she was in bed herself. Le 
droc the French ambassador writes to Beton, 
*' Hier die m'envoya querir, et la trouvay, in la 
** ruelk de son //V, qui pleurroit bien fort. EUc 
** ma dit que son cote lui faisoit grand mal, et daii- 
*' leurs le jour qu'elle partit de Lislebourgh pour 
** venir icy, elle tomba dessu la haquenie, et se fit 
*' mal a un teton, die me dit qu'il cuidoit en- 
*^ fler ^5*-' Randolph the English resident, writes to 
Cecil, of a conference which he had with her ma- 
jesty while she was abed, and how -she excused 

^^ Brantome, voL vlii. 

^•^ Keith, pref. 7. The original French is from Goodall'i 
MSS. 
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CHAP, hcrsdf to him. " I told her that I thought she 
J[^ "had something *in her belly that kept her wak- 
** ing : she smiled and said, indeed I may noNv 
" speak with more assurante" (of being with child 
of James) " than before I could, and think m7- 
*' self more out of doubt that it should be as yc 
** think than before I did 5^." When foreign am- 
bassadors were admitted to such gross conversa- 
tion at her bedside, there is no reason to suppose 
that her male attendants were excluded on other 
^ occasions : and the access which Paris, her cham- 
berlain, had to her chamber, is not more sur- 
prising than the admission of Bothwell, as at- 
tested by Melvil, the morning after the murder, 
when the queen was in bed ^'^. 
fnvoiou* The remaining objections are frivolous or ab» 
orahfitfd. ^^Yd. In both declarations Bothwell, on his re- 
turn to the abbey before the murder, having 
changed his clothes, took the taylor and Paris to 
the Kirk of Field, and as Powrie was the porter, 
the supposed error is ascribed to an intermediate 
Latin version in which janitor^ the porter of the 
* Scottish original, I know not how, was mistaken 
for sartor by the French translator ^^. But the 
Scotch copy retains the taylor of the French ori* 
ginal J the persons present with Bothwell when 
the explosion took place, were Paris, Wilson, Hay, 
and Hepburn, Powrie and Dalgleish ; and " Bothi- 

^* Goodall, i. 276. ^7 Supra, ch. ii. Melvil, 78* 

i* Goodall, i. 146. Whitaker, iii. ^15. 
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** well sent the said Taylor, next morning, for Pat- chap. 
>' ris to come to a lower chamber, where .were the 
^* two Ormistons, Hepburn, Dalgleish, Powrie 
♦'* and Paris hiniself/* Powrie therefore was not 
the taylor designed by Paris, but Wilson who 
was also present at the murder, and was attainted 
with Bothwell, but was never apprehended. In 
the second deposition Paris declares that on Mon- 
day morning between nine and ten he entered the 
queen's chan^ber, " laquelle cstoit bien close et 
** son lict ia tendu du noyr en signe de deuil ct 
** de la chandelle allumer dedans ycelle la ou Ma- 
*' dam Briant lay donnoit a dejeuner ung oeuf frais, 
*' la ou aussi Monsieur de Bodvel arrive et parle a 
*' elle secretement soubz la courtin/* The inter- 
pretation of this passage is obvious and indisput- 
able ; that according to the fashion of the times, 
the chamber Was closely shut, and the bed hung 
with black, with a! candle ready to light therein, 
{dedans la ruelle^ in Anderson, the narrow passage 
between the bed and the wall,) where Madam Bri- 
ant was giving her (/«/, the queen) a fresh egg for 
breakfast, and where Bothwell also came and 
spoke to her very secretly under the curtain. For- 
getful, however, of the double signification of 
hii^ him or her in the oblique case, Whitaker ima- 
gines that the egg was given to Paris himself 
for breakfast, (lui to him, according to another 
MS. dedant- la ruelle^ at the queen's bedside,) and 
inuch absurd declamation is bestowed on the in- 
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delicacy of converting the qtiem's bod room into 
a buttery hatch for the palace, whea in bed her- 
self ^^. Such ridiculous mistakes, might be iin« 
puted either to haste or ignorance of a modertf bn^ 
guage, but the wilful confusion of the two cas* 
kets, to which we have already adverted, leaver 
no charitable excuse for the man who terms Hume 
brainsick and Robertson a liar ^^ 

But the chief pbjeGtiOn, that no mention is 
made before whom the examination was taken, is 
removed by the attestation of the clerk of coun- 
cil, that •^ this is the treu copy of the declaration 
♦' and deposition of Nicholas Howbert, quhairoff 
*' the principal is markit every leif with his awin 
^ hand, and the same being red again in bis pre^ 
'^^sence^ht avowed the same, and all parts and 
** clauses thereoff, to be undoubtedly trew." The 
depositions of Powrie, Dalgleish, and the rest were 
taken at Edinburgh, in presence of the privy 
council, of which there was no quorum at St. An-, 
drew's ; and Hay the clerk, who attended the re?* 
gent officially on hifi circuit, was undoubtedly em- 
ployed to interrogate Paris on the circumstajices 
concealed in his first declaration. To deduce from 
thence a presumption of forgery, is to. suppose 
that Murray durst not authenticate the declaration 
which he had forged, by the names of those per^^ 
jpns (himself or his associates) before whom it was) 



w Wbitgker, iii.269. 



^ Supra, note 1, 
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supposed to be taken. But tke first voluntary chap, 
declaration threatened to impHcate, not only ^n^^j 
Huntley, Argylc, and Lethington, but Morton, 
Rut&ven, Lindsay, and Murray himself in a pre- 
sentiment of the design; and there was the 
strongest reason for an examination more secret 
than before the privy council, lest Balfour and 
Lethington should have withdrawn from justice, 
if their guilt were divulged* The originals and 
attested copies were transmitted, on diflFcrent oc- 
casions, by the regent to England ; but another 
copy retained in Scotland, was exhibited after- 
wards,with the depositions of Hay and Ormiston, 
on the trial of Archibald Douglas in the justiciary 
court. That these were transmitted from Eng- 
land, and again returned ^% is an hypothesis which 
contains its own confutation ; as Ormiston's, and 
the original of Hay's deposition remained always 
in Scotland, and Elizabeth never would have fur- 
nished evidence to the disparagement of Morton, 
and against a man whom she was willing to pre* 
serve. Doubtless the first declaration of Paris was 
alone produced, nor would James have consented, 
at the age of twenty, to criminate his mother by 
a public exhibition of the second declaration in the 
justiciary court. But the opportunity to discre- 

^* Whitaker, iii. 211. Ormiston's confession was never sent to 
England. Attested copies of Hay*s deposition, &c. were pro- 
duced at Westminster, but the originals remained in the justi* 
ciary office^ though not engrossed in its books of adjournal^ 
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CHAP, dit the two declarations, zxtd to flatter James by 
"-^^ a vindication of his mother's innocence, was toe 
favourable to be omitted either by his mmistet^, 
or by Douglas, an artful, experienced courtier, if 
the least presumption, or surmise of forgery had 
then existed* The depositions, therefore, were 
produced, or tacitly authenticated in the jnsti- 
ciary court, almost twenty years after the murder 
was committed, when the regients had successively 
perished with their friends. But the judicial de* 
positions were not inserted in Buchanan's Detec- 
tion, A short abstract of the confessions at the 
place of execution, was annexed to it by Wilson, as 
a full confutation of those pretended confessions to 
which Lesly had appealed under a fictitious name^ 
Bothwcirs 9* The supposed testament or confession, in 
of^p^. which Bothwell, with his last breath, absolves 
«i confe*- ji^g queen, and transfers the murder to her ac- 
cusers, must not be omitted. After his flight 
from Dunbar by sea, he remained with Huntley 
and the bishop of Murray in the north, till aban-^ 
doned by both, and when refused admittance by 
Balfour's brother, into the castle of Kirkwall, he 
plundered the town, and retiring to Shetland, 
turned pirate for subsistence. Upon his escape from 
Grange in a single ship, he was seized for piracy 
oil the coast of Norway, and when his person was 
recognized, he was kept in prison, where falling 
into a phrenzy, after eight years close confine- 
ment, he died mad. Repeated applications from 
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Murray, Lennox, and Elizabeth to the king oi ^^• 
Denmark, were evaded on the most frivdous pre* 
text3 : that as Bothwdl was already acquitted, as 
lie said himself, by a legal jiylgment, some previous 
security Viras necessary for an impartial trial before 
lie could be delivered Up ^^ The true reason may 
be discovered in Mary*s consanguinity to Frcde* 
rick JI. which determined the latter rather to re- 
tain Bothwell in perpetual imprisonment, than to 
confirm his cousin's infamy, by the surrender of 
her husband to the justice of his country ; as his 
tonly defehce, if brought to a public trial, was her 
participation in his guilt ^^. Qn recdving Intel* jtueiat, 
ligonce c^ his death, she ^vrote to Beton that he 
had made aa ample confession of her innocence 
and of his own offences, attested, signed and seal* 
cd in form of a testament, by those witnesses 
whose names she mentions j and as the evidence 
was of such impOTtance against the calumnies of 
her enemies, she desired her ambawSsador by every 
means to ascertain the fact* She had therefore 
Seen the confession as it exists at present, of which 
the copy was communicated, (when, where, or tQ 

^* See Appendix, No- XXIX. 

^3 By the marriage of James III. A^ith Margaret of Den- 
mark, her nephew Christian IIL and James J[V. were firtf 
cousins ; his son Frederick II. and James V. were second 
cousins. Frederick f nd Mary therefore were, according to 
the Scottish phrase, second cousins once removed, pr related, 
according to the canon law, in the fourth degree. 

VoL.IL E 
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CHAP, whom is uncertain) by a nameless mercliatit, tror- 

v^^ thy of credit, and the original at greater length 

in Latin and Danish, sealed with the seals of the 

Danish king, and of the witnesses whom she had 

named, would one day come to light to establish 

July ko. the innocence of the Scottish queen. Beton coldly 
replied, that he had heard long ago of Bothwell's 
death, since which the queen-mother, as he was 
' told, had written to the French ambassador at 

Denmark, to transmit the testament in form, 
which had not been done ; and he proposed to 
send Monceaux thither if money could be pro- 

january 4, curcd. Six mouths aftcrwards he informed her 
that Gately (or Barkley) was imprisoned on his 
arrival in Scotland, because he divulged what he 
had heard in London of Bothwell's testament ; 
that Monceaux refused to undertake the journey 
without money ; but that her son had seen the 
testament, and rejoiced at such a manifest decla- 
ration of his mother's innocence. About the same 

January 6. period she wrote to Bet oh that the king of Den- 
mark, as she was informed, had transmitted Both- 
weirs testament to Elizabeth, who endeavour- 
ed to suppress it as much as possible ; and that 
Monceaux's journey was unnecessary, since the 
queen-mother had sent thither to enquire ^^ After 
her execution, Blackwood, in. 1578, appealed for 
her innocence to Bothwell's testament, which the 

^4 See Appendix, No. XXX. 
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kinff of Denmark had transmitted to Elizabeth chap. 
and most of the princes in Christendom ; and his 



authority was adopted by Camden, and improved 
by Turner, whom Crawford has transcribed in 
his spurious Memoirs ^5 . 

But the testament is a shallow forgery, of which a manifest 
Mary and Beton were both conscious ; and Both- °^**^* 
well himself, as he died mad, was incapable of a 
genuine confession at his death ^^. When inter- v 
rogated concerning his accomplices, and the au- 
thors of the murder, he names at random, not only 
Murray, Morton, Argyle, and Lethington, but 
Crawford and Glencairn, who were certainly in- 
nocent, Boyd, Buccleugh, and Grange, who were 
never suspected, and my " lord Robert abbe de 
** St. Croix maintenant ( i ^7^ comte des isles Orcha^ 
" des** Lord Robert was created earl of Orkney 
in August 1581 ^^ ; but Beton who had heard, in 
^5^7-^9 of 21 grant which he had obtained of the 
earldom, or of the exchange of his abbacy with 
the bishop of Orkney, imagined, in his letter tg 
the cardinal of Lorrain, that my lord of Orkney 
who accompanied Grange in pursuit of B9thw;ell, 
, was thp earl instead of the bishop, and the same 

65 Jebb, i.415. ii. 227. Camden's Annals, 121. Craw. 
' ford's Memoirs, 46. 

^ See Appendix, No. XXXI. 

^ Till then he was uniformly stiled lord Robert, or lord 
Robert of Holyroodhouse. Caligula,' B. fol. 102, 121, 
154., C. 6. 
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WAP. mistake in Bothweirs testament, indicates that it 
proceeded from the same pen. Buccleugh's name 
was introduced from the placards against the 
murder, in Buchanan's Detection ; " the quene 
*' assenting thairto through the persuasion of thd 
** erle Bothwell and the witchcraft of the lady 
" Buccleugh ;*' and the last circumstance was 
adopted by the forger as the 6nly. apology of which 
her conduct was susceptible. " Poursuit apres^ 
^' comme par enchantement, auquel, de sa jeunessj 
" a Paris et ailleilrs, il s'estort beaucoup addonc, 
*' il avoit tirerlaroyne a Taymer, soy deprestrant 
" de sa femme." Valour, assiduity^ and matchless 
impudence, were^ according to lord Hailesj the 
enchantments employed by Bqth>eH, which have 
won many a heart as sage a:nd , obdttrate as 
Mary's ; but the pretext of magick, which the fbr- 
gef considered as a satisfactory apology, was a 
fiction that never could have occurred in a ge- 
nuine confession. The queen and Beton were 
^conscious that Bothvsrell practised ncf magick, nor' 
was any enc^uiry attempted in Denmark, where 
they knew that fto confirmation vTSts to be obtaiti- 
cd. Instead of testifying his own coaviction^ 
Beton informs her of the effeft produced on her 
son, a boy ten years old, unable certainly to read 
the testament in French J and it is evident from 
the correspondence, that the, one knew, and the 
other soon perceived, that the confession which thd 
French ambassador had been unable to procure. 
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and which had never been sent> after Bothwell^s chap. 

vn.- 
death, to a single prince in Europe, was a mere fa- w^-rw 

brication. Three years after her execution, when 
^lier son landed in Norway, and passed a whole 
winter, on his marriage, at the Danish court, the 
curiosity of his attendants must have discovered 
the particulars of Bothwell's fate : his desire to 
vindicate his mother's innpcence, would have led 
him to procure and to publish the ori^nal, or at 
least to ascertain that it was. then in existence ; 
and this circumstance i^ a decisive proof that the 
f opy left by Betoji to the ScQttish college at Paris, 
or preserved with Mary's papers in the Cotton li- 
brary, is a shallotw forgery, as no such confession 
was ever made ^K 

ID. The last is ]M[ojton*s confession, which was Morton** 
delivered t*. the clergy before his execution^ Sir cunfewion. 

•^ I need not now urge, how. desperate Mary's cause nauqt 
have been, when it required such a forgery for her vindication 
while alive. But her modejn apologists, so loud ar^d a.bsur4 
in tiieir assertions of forgery, are cjtXm and quiescent on the » 
only actual forgery, in il\e whole controversy, Crawford's ex- 
cepted. No doubt Keith believed the confession which he 
published ; but Opodall is satisfied, that ^f Bpthwell had been 
delivered up, his enemies would hav^ forged an opposi,te con- 
^fession, an hundred time^ worse against; him and the queen. 
Groodall, i. 363. Tytler, Robertson of Dalmeny, ^nd Whit- 
aker are mute. Bu^ Stuart, who admits the confession to be 
demonstratively a forgery, regret^, on Plackwopd's autho- 
rity, tliat th^e real confession, which he cousideijs J^s a desi- 
deratum in our history, has never been published. Stuart, 
ii. 103. 
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^ vn*" James Balfour had been invited, or sent fr^m 
Vr^ro France, and from his confederacy with the duke of 
Lennox, and captain James Stewart, Morton waj^ 
accused and imprisoned in the beginning of Ja- 
nuary, and condemned and executed in June 1581. 
From a cppy of his trial which is still extant, i^ 
appears that " the jury being ripely advised with 
*' the said dittay, taikens infallible and maist evi- 
" dent, with the probation produced and used for 
*' verifying the same, fyllit him of airt and pairt 
** fore-knowledgfe and conceiling of the murder of 
'-^ the king ;" but the evidence on which he was 
condemned is not yet ascertained. Moyse, a ser^- 
vant of the king's household, informs us in his 
Memoirs, " that Morton was found guilty of art 
^ ** and part, the foreknowledge and concealing of 
" the king's murder ; especially in re;spect of sui;- 
** dry evidences in his dittay, presented to the as- 
" size, some of which were subscribed with his 
** awn hand ; and otherwise it was attested by 
^* the depositions of some persons authors of th^t 
^* horrible fact ^9." The depositions were un- 
doubtedly the same with those that were aft^- 
wards produced, on the trial and acquittal of 
Archibald Douglas ; namely, the declarations of 
Hay and Ormiston, and the first confession of 
Paris, the only deposition in which Morton was 
mentioned. Sir James Balfour was expected, 
on his arrival from France, to produce the 

*9 Moysc's Memoirs, 54. 
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bond for the murder of Darnley 7° ; but we may chap. 
be assured that it was not produced on the trial, onr^ 
as it was not signed by Morton, but was devised, 
if not signed by Balfour himself ^^ The bond 
was signed at Craigmillar, and Morton's pardon 
was granted at Stirling, on a promise which he 
had transmitted from Newcastle, by Archibald 
Douglas, during the baptism, that he would con- 
cur with his associates, in a bond to support the 
queen's authority and to abandon her husband : 
but from the whole tenor of the interview at 
Whittingham, the fact is evident, that he refused 

7« Robertson, ii. 506. Cotton library, Caligula, C. 6. f. 4'. 

7' The existence of such a bond Is attested by the confes- 
sions of Hepburn, Paris, and Ormiston, and is alluded to in Ar- 
chibald Douglas's letter to Mary* From that and from Or. 
miston's confession^ it appears to have be^n couched in dark 
and covert terms, and however strange it ipay appear at pre- 
sent, or inconsistent with Lethington's caution, it was quite 
conformable to the spirit of the times. Bonds of manrent, main- 
tenance, &c. were obligations for protection and aid, in the 
comnMssion of crimes. The bond of indemnity was converted 
by Lesly into interchangeable indentures between Bothwell 
and Mary's accusers ; (Anderson, ii. 76.) and Causin the Je- 
suit, in his Histoire de V Incomparable Reine Marie Stuart y assures 
us that her commissioners, produced at Westminster, not only 
BothwelPs contract of marriage, signed by Marray and his ad- 
herents, but also this instrument of conspiracy against the de* 
ceased king, s\ibscribed and signed with their hands and seals, 
jind finally the depositions of Hepburn, Paris> and Dalgleish at 
their execution, acquitting Mary before all the people. In con- 
sequence of this notable fiction, she was pronounceH innocent 
and Murray stole away with confusion aod fear, Jebh. ii. 70. 

E4 
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cMA?. to concur in the murder, much more in a bolul 
to indemnify Both well for the murder of Darnley, 
without a written warrant under the queen's hand. 
Balfour himself, in his letter to Mary on Mor- 
ton's imprisonment, explains the bond produced 
on the trial : " Quhairthrow (on Archibald Dou* 
** glas's escape) the saiderl takes the greater bauld- 
*^ ness to deny all tkhgs prqmisit by him to Both- 
" well in that matter, except sa far as the bond, 
*' quhairoff I did ^end the copy to, youf majestic, 
** does testify ; and because I understand that 
*' some farder knawledge of that matter is come. 
** to your majestie^s eiris, therefore man pray your. 
** majestic, to write unto me. at length, all that 
** your raajestie has heard pr knawn thairunto ^V» 
In a correspondence between one of the murderers 
and Mary, to convict Morton as an accessary, the. 
words themselves, that in consequence of his 
<?missary*^ escape, he took the greater boldness ta 
deny all things promised by him to Bothwell, can 
admit only of one construction, that the things 
promised by Mortbn to Bothwell, were communi- 
cated by Bothwell to Balfour and the queen j and 
as the proof was still defective, understanding tha^ 
some farther kjiowledge had come to her ears, he 
/^requests her Xo write at length all that she had heard, 
and known thereunto : in other words, whatever she 
knew from Bothwell, from whom alone she could 
receive information of Morton's secret assurance&'j, 

V See Appendix, No, XXXII, 
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5h their interview at Whittinghatn. The bo©d crap, 
of indemnity would have rendered Morton a 
principal, and the proof complete* But the copy 
sent by Balfour to the queen, was the bond of the 
:^obility for Bipthwell's marriage ^3, the only bond 
produced on Morton*s trial, or admowledged in 
his confession. Eps participation in the murder 
is explained in th^e verdict : *^ that he was guilty 

V of art and pai^t, foreknowledge s^ndconcealing'** 
(or as no^w expressed int indictments, that he waaj 
^ilty, art and part, of the fpreknowledge and 
concealing) «* of the king's murder ^^r" in which 
lis art and part as an accessary, consists in the 
foreknowledge and concealment, tp which it is 
expressly confined, T^e first part pf the v^dict 
surprised him so much, that ihc exclaimed, " art 

V and psyrt ! art and part ! God knows it is not 

V so J** and according to Huine of Qodscro^'s His:-^ 
tory of the House of Douglas, the words were sur- 
reptitiously introduced by Arran, the prosecutor^ 
as some foundation for a sentence of death ^5* 
Whatever was the evidence on which he was con- 
victed, the verdict corresponds exactly with hist 
<:onfession,that he was informed previously of the. 
design by Bothwell, who importuned him at Whit-r. 
tingham, to engage in the murder, as it was the. 
queen's desire that Darriley should be removed. 

?3 Keith, 382. 74 See Appendix, No. XXXIIL 

^^ Spottiswood, 31S. Hume's Hist. House of Douglas, 35S^ 
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^vn^' Their interview at. Whittingham has been fully 
HUconfes-Cxplairied, and it appears that he shifted after* 
nvdnfT wards from place to place, to avoid BothWcll's 
solicitations to sign the bond^^ Being at St.. 
Andrews, he added, on a visit to the earl of Angus, 
(his nephew, then at college,) Archibald Douglas 
came with writing and credit from Bothwell, to 
require his concurrence and aid in the king's 
murder, which was near a' point ; but he refused 
to answer or intermeddle farther without the 
queen's warrant in writing, which was promised 
by Bothwell, but neveir produced ^^ That he was 
forced, by remorse of conscience, to attest her in- 
nocence on thevscaffold, is a fiction of Strada's, 
transcribed by Urawford in his Memoirs '^; and 
the veracity of Camden's History may be esti- 
- mated from a remarkable addition to Morton's 
confession, that when he demanded her majesty's 
written warrant, Bothwell answered, " hoc neu- 

^^ BirrePs Diary, 22. Crawford's Notes on Buchanan, 170. 
Hume's Hist, of the House of Douglas, 353. 

?' " I desired tlie erl Bothwell to bring the queen's hand 
wryt of this matter for a warrand and then I sould give him 
ane answer ; utherways I wold not mell therewith, quhilk 
warrand he never purchassed, (or reported, Calderw.) unto 
me ;" wliich Cotton's transcriber has altered to, " the which 
warrant he never brought, or couU procure ;" in opposition to 
the very next paragraph, that the earl Bothwell ijever brought, 
(or reported in the Scottish copies,) not tliat he could not pro- 
cure, any warrant from the queen. Caligula, c. 6# foj. 14>5. 

7« Jebb, ii, 108. Crawford's Memoirs, 4^6, 
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^ tiquam fieri posse, at facinus, ipsa inconisulta, chap. 
f* conficiendum esse ^9.?' When the apparent jus- 
tice of his sentence was urged by the clergy, irias? 
much as he confessed the foreknowledge and con- 
ceahnent of the murder ; so far from acquitting 
Mary of a presentiment of the design, he replied, 
that he durst not reveal it for fear of his life. 
5' For at that time to whqm should I reveal it ? To 
>' the queea? She was the doer thereof ^°, J was 
5^ minded to have ):pld it to the king's" (James's) 

?9 This was tp yincjicati? the queen, in describing the execu- 
tjon of the murderers in 1568, and as its sole foundation is tha , 
alteration made by Cotton's transcriber in Morton's confess 
sion, I consider it as an interpolation by Cotton hipaself. In 
the. account of Morton's execution in 1581, Camddn adheres 
^o the pl^in fact. " Confessus enim erat, ut perhibent, 
Bothwellium ejt Archlebaldum Douglasium consilium toUendi 
regem impertisse, se verp, tempore tain ambiguo, non ausum 
aperire ;'* a proof that the first was a gratuitous assertion in- 
terpolated by another, who had not adverted to Camden's 
narrative ef Morton's death. 

^ Soft(?ne4 by Cotton's tt-anscriber to, " she was suspected 
thereof," in opposition to every MS. extant in Scotland, and 
to the whole tenor of tlfe confession itself. Morton durst 
not reveal it to the queen, not that she was suspected before- 
hand of the murder^ but because she was the doer there- 
of, since it was her mind that the king should be taken away. 
J^ copy in Birch's MSS* 4126. coincides minutely with three 
other copies in Scotch ; Wood's, Calderwood's and Paf. An- 
derson's MSS. which are now before me ; but Cotton or his 
amanuensis, translates the confession throughout into Eng- 
lish, and is careful to soften Morton's strong, an4 homely 
)»xpres$ipns of the queen's guilt. 
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CHAP. ** lather, but yet I durst not, for fear of my life } 

v,y,o ^ for I knew him to be sic a bairn, that there was 

*• nothing told him but he woul4 reveal it to he? 

^f again, and therefore I durst not for f(par of my 

^ Kfe ^'." The danger to which his life was ex? 

posed from the queen and BiOthwell, if he revealc<J 

what he could not, or durst not prove, will, to 

those who are acquainted with the treason laws,, 

or the state of Scotland at his^ return, appear 2^ 

efficient reason for concealixig the design^ When 

comniunicated to^ames., the confes^on appeare4 

1^ {^ti§factory, even to Morton's enem,ies, that he 

Vas recalled by Arran, when going to the scaffold, 

and urged to subs^cribe it before his execution. 

|f he had es^tenuated his own guilt, or disavowed 

a single circumstance proved on the trial, the 

evidence remained in their hands to refute the 

confession ; but the trial itself was withheld froin 

the record, s^^ suppressed as improper for public 

•yiew^\ 

j?nfwiV- ^^^ confession was fifst published in Things 

fished in Continuation of HoUinshed's Chronicle, which has 

tbed't furnished an objection singularly aibsurd ; that the 

Chronicle* , * "^ * o . / -> '. 

leaf in which it w^as contained, was cancelled by 
an qrdeir from ^he English couijt. After the in- 
terview at Whittingham, Thin intimates, that; 
\^ Morton opened a lar^e discourse of the murder,, 

«' See Appendix, No. XXXIV. 
»* Arnot's Criminal Trials, 19. 
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^' liaying the cause, the contriving, and the execii- chap; 
** tion thetebff, on great persons now living/* And 
in the ancaslrated cbpies, he adds to the confes- 
sion, that ** he had not varied froih thfe Very 
*^ words of his topy, ih manner of pehhikg it^ 
^* but only in some few J)kces of some parts of 
** the matter, purposely omitted, because it con* 
*' tained the affairs of state, and th^^ accusatibn of 
*' diverse persons hoW living ; both which art 
^' neither needful to be knbwh to the cbmmon 
*' people, iior meet to be bpened to othefs, &c.^^** 
From these passages Whitaker ihfers that the 
great persons then livings were alive in England 
when Thin wrbte ; which unfolds an unheard-<rf 
tnystery of iniquity ; that they Were ho other 
than Elizabeth and Cecil, whose occult share ih 
the murder was suppressed by an arbitrary man- 
date to cancel the leaf ^^. It is in vain to ask those 
Visionary disputants, to whom the maxim, tredunt 
simulque fngunt is truly applicable^ how an expur- 
gatory order confined to the press, could alter the 
numerous copies of the confession, which are still 
fextant and entire in manuscript; But if Whitaker 
had consulted the castrations of Hollinshed, in- 
stead of Guthrie*s fictions, he would have dis- 
covered that the last paragraph alone, of Mor* 
ton*s eonfessiohs, (" Sure I am the king shkH losoi 

^ HoUinshedf ii. ii9. Ga&trations of Hollinshed^ 43S. 
London, 1723. 

«4 Whitaker, Ui.fi52-^*^ 
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qfA!>. " a good servant this day," &c.) was containecl 
in the cancelled sheets ; and that it was restored 
verbatim in the leaf inserted in its place. The fact 
is, that Things Continuation was hastily written, 
and corrected in the press. After a few copies 
were printed, the sheet was cancelled, to abridge a 
long digression on the dukes of Lennox and So- 
merset, with quotations from Lesly and Roger 
Wall; which were reduced from a sheet to a 
single leaf. Other sheets were also cancelled to 
retrench redundant matter, or to introduce addi- 
tional information in its stead ; but no part of 
Morton's confession was omitted or altered, and 
the order from court to cancel the leaf was a fic- 
tion of Goodall's converted by Guthrie and Whit- 
aker into an order to castrate the confession it- 
self ^-^ Morton's discourse concerning the murder, 
was omitted equally in the uncastrated copies, 
and the whole sheet containing his confession re- 
mained uncancelled. The great persons then liv- 
ing, to whom he ascribed the cause, contrivance, 
and execution of the murder, were Mary herself, 
at whose desire it was {)erpetratiE:d, and Archibald 

^5 Goodall's Appendix to Crawford's Memoirs, edit. 2d. 
p. 26. Gtithne's Hist. vi. 384. Whitaker, iii. 253. The 
last writer supposes that Thin's copy was suppressed, and 
. that the short and imperfect abstracts in Spottiswood, Craw- 
ford and Moyse's Memoirs were circulated in its stead; id..255. 
In borrowing Guthrie's objections, Whitaker had never seen 
Goodall's A^pendixj^ nor the Castrations of HoUinshed, nor 
the Confession itself, about which he has written so much. 
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Douglas ; both alive and both in England, where chap. 
the latter was ambassador in 1586, when Thin t ^[^ 
published ^\ The omission itself is explained in ^^ll^^ 
the passage quoted from the cancelled sheet. " Be^ pubUshed. 
'•* cause it contained the affairs of state, and the 
** accusation of diverse persons now living, both - 
^ which are neither needful to be known of the 
•* common people, nor meet to be opened to 
"others; thereby to bring, those in question, 
*^ upon a report whereoiF no farther hold can be 
*^ taken, but that there was love or hatred be- 
" tween the accuser and the accused ^7," As Dou- 
glas, on his recent trial in ScQtland, was acquitted 
of being present at the king's murder. Thin con- 
isidered the imputation as invidious, that he and 
Huntley, as he informed Morton, came with 
Bothwell to the Kirk of Field ^\ In the cancelled ^ 
sheet the confession was said to be " penned by 
*' such of the presbytery as were present, and fa- 
*' voured Morton in all respects, seeking to clear 
*' him of any evil imposed ag'ainst him ;** but 
Thin was ignorant of the fact, that Morton was 
convicted on his trial, of nothing more than what 
his confession contained. If a suspicion, however, 
should be still entertained, that Morton knew more 
than he chose to confess, no rational doubt can 
remain, that the judicial depositions and confes* 

^ HoUinshed, ii. 459. Castrations, 421, 

•7 Castrations, 43S. 

*« Sec Appendix, N©. XXXV. 
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CHAP, sions are authentick^ and contain di^ mbst in* 
iLi / . ^ disputable evidence of the queen's guilt; 

toctt4uiioii. At the close 6£ this Iting and ttiinute investigai 
tion, it is unnecessary to recapitiilate our former 
arguments, as each of the seven chapters to whicft 
the controversy is reduced, aflPords the same con^ 
dusitwi concerning the . queen's guUt. Her secret 
participation in the murder of her hui$band, his 
been deduced so clearly from historical facts, and 
so firmly established by direct evidendc, that it 
inay appear surprising ^«:haps, how such a contro- 
versy should have Originated at first, or have sub* 
listed so long. The fate Of f eter or of Paul sc- 
utes no dispute ; and mankind have witnessed the 
repetition of those crimes that arc imputed to 
Mary> with open indifference or with -Searet ap- 
probation. But the reformation had ^aiffused a 
biore stern and inflexible morality through Xd- 
tope; and thoilgh the Scots had beeji long ad- 
dicted to assassination, to which the age itself was 
sufficiently inured, it is impossible, unless we pe- 
ruse tbS state papers and liistories of the period^ 
to conceive with what execration and horror; 
Mary^s adulterous marriage with the murderar of 
her husband, was viewed by the irefoi'mers, bodi 
at homi^ and abroad; as the consummation of her 
crimes; Had $he been content to retain Bothwell 
as her lover and Ker minister;, wjioia she might 
discard at pleasure, she might hive relgiied with 
' impunity, and no doubt of her guilt would have 
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oow remained. When in consequence, however^ chap, - 
of her flagitious nuptial$, she had been driven iJ^!!lj 
from her throne and pajternal kingdom, a large 
party, religious and political, became interested in 
her vindication, and would have excused her 
crimes, had she continued to r<eign« The papists 
in England had no hopes but from her succession 
to Elizabeth ; her friends in Scotland were in- 
volved dtherin her crimes or in her misfortunes j 
and in both kingdoms, a dpclining party, whose 
existence depended oh her preservation as their 
leader, grasped with eager credulity at the mo^t 
outrageous fictions to conceal her guilt. But the 
interest which her suflferings, and long captivity 
had excited thorough Europe, was confirmed on 
her death by the unexampled trial and execution 
of a sovereign prince ; arid the innocence of the 
martyred queen became thenceforward an article, , 
both of religious, and of poEtical belief Upon 
the accession of her son to the throng of England, 
the vindication of her chajraa^r was recommended 
a!S the esitablisbed doctrine at ^ourt ; and during 
the struggles thajt ended in the expulsion of the 
Stuarts, the guilt or the innocence of Mary was 
adopted respectively, by opposite factions, as their 
first pplitical badge of distinction. When the 
controversy began to be more accurately examin- 
ed, and more distinctly understood, the Jacobites 
continued faithful in adversity to their ancient 
prejudices ; and the last writers of an expirijjg 
Vol. II. F 
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CHAP, faction hare struggled hard to derive a fallacioiK 
triumph from the perversion of almost every his* 
torical fact. Even at present, when those party 
prejudices have nearly subsided, men of lively 
imagination, and of acute feelings, wish, and arQ 
therefore easily persuaded to regard Mary as inno<* 
cent,in consequence of the commiseration naturally 
excited by her long imprisonment, her aggravated 
suferings, and her tragical death. Men, however, 
of cool judgment, and more accurate observation, 
who distinguish between her misfortunes and her 
crimes, are impressed with a just and durablq 
conviction of her guilt. The same distinction 
may be remarked among the disputants them* 
selves. The suffering innocence of Mary is a 
theme appropriated to tragedy and romance 3 ancj 
her vindication consists entirely oJF populay argu- 
ments, and the misrepresentation of facts ; of de-^ 
clamation, fiction, invective, ribaldry, and thQ 
grossest abuse* But the sober voice of impartial, 
history, from Thuanus to Hume and Robertson, 
has deduced her guilt from the moral evidence 
which her conduct affords, and from a calm and 
accurate investigation of facts. The present Disn 
sertation was undertaken to vindicate the conclu-* 
sions formed by those great historians, and to in-j 
--troduce some final certainty into a question long 
contested, and perplexed beyond any former dis-t 
pute. Popular- arguments I have ever despised i 
but in a Dissertation strictly controversial, I have 
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avoidedthffdiscussion even of those probable mo- char 
tives of human conduct, upon which the sagacity j^Jl^Ji,^ 
of historians is sd properly, and successfully ex- 
erted, to discover the remote, and latent causes of 
human events* I have spared no pains to discover, 
and, wherever they were accessible, to examine irn 
person the original documents ; and if the concla- 
sions which I have drawn, are consistent with those 
historical facts to which I have uniformly appeal- 
ed, the participation of Mary in the murder of her 
husband, must rest hereafter as an established truth, 
which no prejudice can evade, nor the perverse in- 
jgpiuity of disputants confute* 
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No. I, Vol. t. l^age 12. 

LelUrfrm Secretdry Lethington to the Archbishop ^ 

of Glasgow. 

MY LORO, 

EFTER maist hirty tommendatioun, yfeterday in ihejBrit. Mu^ 
morning Monsieur du Croc dispcschit away by post cITsi^* 
anc fiamit Alexander Bog to mak advertysemeht to the^*^^^^ 
Q. mother in what state the Q, majestie than was, quhilk in CoU^. 
indeed was hot gud, and yet at yesterday with that same 
bearei" it was written onto youi^ L. I think his advertysment 
^ras mayr desperate nor theyf appearit cans to many, hot 
ttewly hir inajestie w^s veaiy sair handellit and lokit hir*. 
self for nathitig hot deaths Sensyne hit mdjestiie is well 
teteavit of the extremitic of hir seiknes, and God Ixts beetx 
sa gratious to this pure countrey in the delivery of her 
from that danger, that we have great cause to be thankful. 
Within three hours efter the departure of the messenger, 
hir hyghness began to better, and this nicht past tuk gude 
t&lf and hes had sick natural evacuations of the humours 
that causit hir payne that now praysjit be God, we think 
hir out of all danger. By reasoun of Monsieur Du Cro^ 
his advertysenfent, ^and the brute quhilk is if swifter m 

F4 



cvl fydmgs than In gude, I knew your L wald be a^ Irt 
payne till ye got new word, and thairfor I thought it my 
dewty to seik all occasions to mak your L. be with speid 
informit- of the treuth of her recovery to rdeave you of 
that burdeyn. For that cause I dcsyrit Monsieur Du Croc 
to write to the ambassadour that lyes in Londoun, and I 
jji'omrst by my means to mak his letters be sent fronci 
Berwick to Mr. Cecill and by him deliverit in the ambassa- 
dours hands. It sail be agains my will gif your Lordship 
in tymes cuming be sa evill advertysit of all proceedings 
heir as I heare ye have bene in tymes past. The occasion 
of the quenis seikness sa far as I understand is causit of 
tloucht and displeasure and I trow by that I could wring 
furder of hir awin declaration to me, the rote of it is the 
king. For scho hes done him sa great honour without the 
advyse of her frends, and contrary to the advyse of her 
subjects, and he on the tother part hes recompensit her 
with sik ingratitude, and misuses himself sa far towards 
her, that it is ane heartbreak for her to think that he sould 
be hir husband, and how to be free of him scho sees na 
eutgait.^ I write freely to your L. as to a man that being 
employit in the chairge ye beir, suld not be ignorant in 
quhat estait things stands at hayme, and yit as to a frend 
with quhom I may safely communicat my opinion. I see 
betwixt tham na agreement nor na appeirance that thay 
sail agree weill theirefter. At leist I am assurit that it hes 
bene hir mynd this gude quhile, and yit is as I write. 
How sone, or in quhat manner it may change God knawis. 
Upon some brjjyte that r^se before her cumsng out of 
Edinbrought, of the kings voyage towards Flanders, or 
some other country, scho desyrit the noblemen and others 
of the council to subscryve letters to the king, Q. mother 
and Cardinal of Lorrain, containing a discourse of the pro* 
ceedings betwix thp kyng and her. I send you presently 
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the copy of the Q. mothers letter quhairby ye will under- 
stand the haill. As any thing occurs I sail mak your 
L. advertysment according to all occasions sail be offered ; 
not as the Queens secretair, because sen my returning to 
court I haif receaved as yit na chairge to write to your t. 
But as a man that is willing to do your L. pleasure and 
service. Giff thayr be any thing in particular ye be willing 
to burdeyn me with, assure yourself ye haif powar to com- 
mand me, and sa leaving to trouble your L. ony farder I 
commit your L. to God. From JedbVought the 24 of 
October at nicht 1566* Tour L. always to command, 

W. M/|ITLAND. 
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4. 

\ 



75 



No. 11. Vol. I. Page 23. 

THE revival of the archbishop's consistorial jurk JictiOA 
h denied by Whitaker, who maintains pertinaciously^ that 
it had subsisted from before the reformation without the 
least interruption. As Bothwell's divorce was the con- 
sequence of this revived jurisdiction^ and the sole instance 
in which it was exerted, it became the more necessary to. 
deny the fact j but the evidence to which thb writer appeals 
for hh assertions, seldom fails to establish the very reverse* 
The jurisdiction of the spiritual courts was abolished, and 
the causes were transferred to the civil judge, by the parlia* 
ment 1560, before the arrival of Mary, who made no attempt 
to oppose the acts passed by the protestants with whom she 
temporised. " Item thair is certain statutes and ordonan* 
cis maid, in quhat manner appellationis and supplicationia 
per modum quereUy sould be pursuit befoir the temporal judge^ 
and na mair befoir the spiritual judge^ and siclyke, how 
letteris (writs) sail be geven upon acts without cursing 
(excommunication) upon liquidate dett, and four formis 
for fulfilling of ane deed." Heads of acts made in the par* 
liament 1 560. Keith, 152. In the act of council establish* 
ing. commissary courts, (Dec. 28, 1563,) *^ the causes 
quhilk the poir leigis had decidit In the comistorie, of befoir^ 
be lang delay of justice are frustrate, and thay compelled 
to leij the suit of the said ^aussis 5 thairfore that the saids 
caussis may haif the mair summar proces and shorter end,'* 
jurisdictions are erected, " in sundric partis of this i:ealm for 
discussing the saidis causis, and commissaries appointit to 
gif attendance thairupon". Keith, 25 1. This act is prepos* 
terously quoted as a proof that the consistories existed 
then, with^ a concurrent jurisdiction, when the commissary 
courts were erected ; (Whitaker, iir. 373) in opposition to 
the plain and obvious meaning of the words, that the 



Citocs decided in the colisistories fbrrc^riy, of vf befoif^ 
\ret€ frustrated by long dehys, sificc ttity Were transferred 
to ilie temporal judge ; and comtnissarics arc therefore 
a'p^inted for the sammary decision of the said causes, 
formerly competent to the consistorial courts. In the 
queen^s letter to the tOurt of session, March I, 1563-4, 
for *^ directing letters (issuing Writs) on the decreet of the 
conimissaries newly diosyn 5 For asmeikle as be tef^g of 
the jurisdiction of the eonsistories Of our realm, the actionds 
quhilks Wer 'HJt>ftt to be discussit thairin, hcs t^dcin sic lan^ 
delay that the lieges of our reahn hes been greatly indam- 
nagit thairthrow, we haif gifen commission to certain com- 
missaries to discuss and decern sic causis as wes decyded df 
befoir in the consistorie 5" and by another letter, July 24, 
15 64, the commissaries are authorised, on the death 'of 
persons intestate, to appoint executors, and give datives, or 
lettors of administration, ** siclike and in the same man- 
ner ais the bishoppis of ttuld *wer wont to giwJ* Acts <rf 
Sederutit, 5-7. The consistories, therefore, had ceased in 
consequence of the acts i5t5o, before the commissary courts 
xverfe erected 5 and the revival of the archbishop's consis- 
torial jurisdiction is proved by the following record of the 
signjitifrc ksdf. 

The Archbishop of Sanct Androis. 

(Privy StdX Recwd^ Book S5» fol. 99.) 

Ane letter «iaid restoring and reponing our soyerains 

Weill helovd and traist counsallor Johne Archbishop of 

Sanct Androiss primat and legat of Scotland ; To all and 

-sundrie his jurisdi<:tiofts als Weill Qpoun the south as nort 

^dis of the water of Forth Within the diocis of Sanct 

Androiss, Q^iHikperf^it to the Af chbishoprik of the 

'samcn ; to be usit by him Jiiid his eomtnissaries in all tyme 

*^tStning in the s^^rae manner and form of justice as it is 

Wcfi^ usit I With 'till 'and ^uiulrie commodities usit and wont 
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pertaining thereto. Dicharging by their prcscntis all uthcriS 
ctMQmissariesi derks and utheris commissaries now estd^ 
blishit thairintil, of thair offices farder in that pairt. With 
power to thair said traist counsallor Johne Archbishop of 
Sanct Androis to cheise commissaries clerisf and utheris of" 
Jiciaris throuchout all his sai^is jurisdictions^ to minister 
justice thairintill, and to confirm all ^d suXidrie testaments 
■ be himself and his deputies in the samen moid as thay are 
usit at this present. And siclike> That all testamentis 
within this realm, above fiftie poundis, may be confirmit 
in all tymis be him and his commissaries, Siclike as they 
wer and are confirmit be the commissaries ^onv present<>, 
And generallie that he use all and sundrie his jurisdictions 
donations of benefices and privileges like as he or any of 
his predecessors hes usit of befoir^ in all manner of" sortis* 
Provyding always that the Lor dis of thair session be thankfiil*^ 
lie payit of sa mekle of the reddiest of the cottis of the saidi^ 
testamentis as sal cum to the saids traist counsallors parts 
pro rata yeirlie of thfe soume of ane thousand sex hundret 
pundis quhilk thay haif grantit of befoir to the saidis 
Lordis of Session, to be tane of the reddiest of cottis o^ 
testamentis of the haill diocis of Scotland ; notwithstanding 
any act or gift geven be thair hieness, in ony tyme by past 
in the contrair. Charging alswa the Lordis of Scssioun to 
gif letteris for forefilling and obeying of this thair present 
will and restauration, in dew forme as effeireS ^c. At 
Striveling this xxiii day of December the yier of God 
I566yiers. 

In opposition to this record, the Instances quoted by 
Whitaker, (iii. 370. 541) of a consistorial jurisdiction after 
the reformation, amount to nothing. Marriage might be 
annulled by the canons, as void ab initio \ but as marriage 
was a sacrament, divorce was precisely limited to a separa- 
tion a mensa et thoro. The reformers in Scotland, however, 
thought that the adulterer should be cut off, and the inno- 
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cent party permittecj to many again. But if the offcndcf 
should be foolishly spared bythc civil sword, and on fruits, 
of repentance, reconciled to the church, then, on urgent ne- 
cessity, for fear of further oflEence, he might use the remedy 
(of marriage) ordained by God. First Book of Discipline ; 
Marriage, In conformity with these doctrines, theass^m^ 
bly of 1562, "applied to the privy council to* transfer action* 
of divorce to the churdh and its sessions, or else to establish 
judges of good repute (the commissaVies) to decide such 
questions; and an appeal was' niade to the assembly 
1563, from the bishop of Orkney's sentence in a cause of 
divorce. Keith, 515-24. The sentence undoubtedly pre- 
ceded the reformation, as the next question before the 
assembly was the reversal of Hamilton the martyr's sen- 
tence in 1532 ; and the bishop of Orkney, a protestant, 
far from possessing a consistorial jurisdiction, had already ob- 
tained for a year,* commission's superintendent, from the 
same assembly to which the appeal was made. The new 
doctrine of divorce was not yet recognized by the civil 
judges, and the example merely proves, that before the 
appointment of commissaries, the assembly assumed the re- 
view of questions decided formerly in the consistorial courts. 
The other example is not more to the purpose. A pa- 
per published by Tytler, (ii. 401.) containing a proof of 
the consanguinity between Bothwell and his cousin, lady 
Jane Gordon, is assumed by Whi taker (iii. 517) as a 
judicial act of the consistorial court. It is dated February 
21, 1 565, the day befpre their marriage ; and is, evidently, 
an extrajudicial attestation of propinquity, as the first step 
towards a dispensation, ^f in the quhilk dispensation passit 
between them, sic process was usit." The proof was taken, 
aot in consistory, but in the chamber of the commendator 
of Lindoris, bishop Lesly, Bothwell's procurator, before 
whom and lady Jean Gordon's procurator, it is attested by 
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forrmi recto? of I^gipn Mon^tose%pr9^M^muA i^^datafm^ 
prefnii dommi rwisreru&ssimi d^mim UgatL A Terbdl pr(K» 
C6$6 taken in Lcaly's ckunbcr> and attested by the arpk-, 
^ bishop's $ecrol;*rjf, as. protUonqtary and datary to his lega-^ 
tine powers, proves the very reverse pf a consistorial court. 
It. was merely the evidence on which a clandestine dispon* 
^tion was probably granted by the legate, or his datary^ 
which required tQ l)c confirmed^ if I am jiot mistaken^ by 
the covrl of Rome. 

The revival of such extfnsiive jurisdictions, was un-* 
doubtcdly the immediate consideration for which the arch<« 
bishop concurred in the murder, and in^othwell's divorce 
and marriage with the queen. Knox, however, in whose; 
history the signature to the archbishop is mentioned, the 
general assembly that framed a supplication s^gainst iti 
Calderwood who transcribes a letter from Knox to enforce? 
the supplication, are all respectiveljr a^icused of forgery, 
(Whitaker, iii. 516-21-8} and it is amusing enough to see 
a Cornish clergyman condemn the records of the church of 
Scotland, to which he has no access, and its histories as 
forgeries, when ignorant himself of its literary history* 
The first edition of Knox's history was printed at London 
in 1 58 1 •, but before the printing was finished, the work 
was suppressed, as it contained affairs of state. The fifth 
book was neither written by Knox, nor by Banantine his 
amanuensis, as it is not contained in a single MS. of the 
age; but was compiled from his papers by David BuchanaUi 
who published the history in 1644, in quarto at Edin^ 
burgh, and in folio at London, in which last edition, 
among other alterations^ Knox's letter, though inserted in 
the quarto^ was omitted as tedious or unimportant to the 
English reader. Mathew Crawford, in 1732, republished 
the four- first books verbatim from the original MS. but 
reprinted the fifth preposterously, in the Scottish ortho-' 
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gmphy, ifrom the English e<iitio^: and Whitaker, with the 
fact before his eyesj that Knox did not write the fifth book, 
though compiled from his papers, (Crawford's edit, pre- 
face, 5^-3) accuses Calderwood of forging a letter in that 
reformer's name who knew nothing of it, because it was . 
not contained in Crawford's edition ; the only one that 
Whitaker had the patience to consult. From these fruit- 
ful mistakes, Knox becomes a mere protestant Jesuits the 
brother forger of Buchanan, with the honours of forgery 
blushing strong upon bis brow j" (Whitaker, iii. 51 8-20-1) 
because a signjiture still extant, and on record, is mentioned 
with its consequences, in an addition to his history by 
another hand. The church of Scotland itself, is accused of 
forgery, because its records contain a supplication against 
the signature ; and Caldervvood, because he quotes a letter 
from Knox, to recommend the supplication. Such gross 
mistakes, to say nothing worse of the author, in the literary 
history of the period he treats of, are hardly exceeded by 
those of some wretched antijacobin, or Scotch encyclopedist, 
who creates two John Knox's, one the reformer, the other 
the historian ; and mistakes the printed, and imperfect ab- 
stract from Calderwood's manuscript history, for the volu- 
minous history written by Caldervvood himself. 

But there is nothbag so familiar, or so well established, 
^vcn ip public treaties, as to escape the imputation of for- 
gery from this splenetic divine. The concessions to the 
Septs, in the treaty of Edinburgh, are rejected as a forgery, 
because the copy preserved in the Cotton library, is attested 
by Murray, Ruthvcn, and Maitland •, ** villains whose touch 
carries such contagion with it, that whatever paper has 
passed under the hat^d? of those political harpies, is marked 
and polluted with their defiling claws." Whitaker, iii. 
41-2. it^ the negociations at Edinburgh for a peace with 
]E4igland, z direct treaty with the lords c»f the congregation 
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vrzs deemed derogatory to Francis and Mary ; but Elizabeth 
could not desert her alHes, nor could the French troops be 
vrithdrawn from Leith, where they were straitly besieged, 
or preserved without a treaty, in which the Scots were 
included. It was concerted therefore, that the articles or 
demands of the congregation should be granted, not as 
terms of peace, biit as concessions of special indulgence, 
confirmed, however, in the treaty with England, and a new 
commission was necessary, to enable the French deputies to 
grant concessions, or in plain language, to treat with the 
Scots* The first commission to Monluc and Randen, at 
Chenoftceau, May the 2d, 1 5 60, was accordingly transcribed 
in a new commission to the same deputies, dated Remoren* 
tin, June the 2d, to transport themselves, in the same terms 
with their former commission, to the frontiers of Scotland, 
to treat with the English commissioners for peace ; with 
additional powers " to assure our subjects of Scotland, 
that notwithstanding their grievous crime of rebellion, 
if they return to their obedience, we shall receive them 
into favour, desirous of nothing more than to see them 
living wijidcr our obedience in repose, union, and tran- 
quillity, and generally to execute all that we could, if 
present in person, although circumstances should occur, 
which might require a more special inandate than thi^ 
commission/' Keith, ^[44, translated* from Caligula, b. ix. 
fpl. 126, Cotton Lib. The commission is dated the first 
and sixteenth, instead of the eighteenth, years of their 
reign, and this is a positive demonstration of forgery; 
(Whitaker, iii. 42.) as if a mistake concerning the precise 
date of Mary's reign in Scotland, were not more likely to 
be made by the French secretary or clerk at Remorentin, 
than by the lords of the congregation \ As the commission 

» Such mistakes are not uncommon. A deed of James VI. Is dated 1 J? 
September, the eleventh and twenty-eighth, (instead of the forty-seventh) 
years of his reign ; 1614. Edinburgh Weekly Magazine, voL zzL p, d9U 
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neither revokes nor refiars to the former, which it was not 
meant to supersede or to alter; but professes necessarily to be 
the very commission from which it was transcribed ; these 
are addition^ demonstrations of fc»^ery $ (id. 464) but the 
conclusive detection is this : As nothing more was intended 
by the first commission than a pardon for the rebellion or 
reformation in Scotland, the new commission, and the 
concessions or terms in the treaty of Edinburgh, are 
therefore forged; (id. 467) and as all is forgery that re- 
futes this author's assertions, nothing but forgery presents 
itself to his mind. 

It is needless to appeal to the history of the times, when 
the congregation, possessed of the whole power, and ready 
to expel the French from Scotland, never would have sub- 
mitted without stipulations for their civil and religious de- 
mands. But the concessions made to the Scots in the 
treaty of Edinburgh, are authenticated by the most indis- 
putable proofs, Monluc, bishop of Valence, after an inef- ' 
fectual journey to Scotland, had returned to London, 
before Randan's arrival with the ^first commission, and 
from the temper and demands of the congregation, a new 
commission was • obviously necessary to treat with the 
Scots. Forbes, 1. 456-60-66-80-8-502. Cecil, one of the 
English commissioners, in his letter, June the 23 d, trans-^ 
mits an abstract of the French answers to the articles or 
demands of the lords of the congregation, which are still 
extant in the Cotton library; and in his subsequent 
dispatches, the whole progress of the treaty is explained. 
Haynes 331. On the 5th of July he writes, "That the 
articles of our treaty are written out, but that the treaty 
between the French atid Scots could not be concluded 
\^ before six that evening, nor written before to-tnorrow, 
when that and ours would be signed and sealed/* (id. 349). 
Next day, July the v6th, he writes that the treaties wwc 

Vol. II. G 
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both signed and delivered ; enumerates the articles in the 
treaty with the Scots j explains the difficulty of obtaining 
from their majesties of France an obligation to Elizabeth, 
for their performance of con4itions to their own subjects ; 
« For so the world shall say that he (Francis) is forced by 
your majesty thereto, (as in truths he is, although it may 
not be said so to Frenchmen) ♦next the Scots shall hereby 
owe all the favour which they receive from their king or 
queen to your majesty, as in truth they do, though it may 
not be said so to the French ; and to make a cover for all 
this, these ambassadors were content to take a few good 
words in a preface to the same article, and we content with 
the kernel, yielded to them the shelL" id. 352. In his 
letter of the 8th, he recapitulates the principal heads in the 
accord of Scotland, precisely as they are contained in the 
treaty in queftion ; and as the supposed forgery must have 
been of the same date with the real treaty contracted with 
England, no man in his senses can believe for a moment, 
that Cecil would conniye at the one, while conducting the 
, other ; and that for the sole purpose of deceiving Elizabeth, 
and her allies the Scots. Whitaker, iii. 493. 

But the conditions of accdrd with Scotland, arc confirmed 
by an article of the treaty with England, with a preface 
exactly as explained by Cecil, to prevent the apparent dis- 
honour of thei king and queen of France. *^ Seeing the 
most christian king and queen have granted their assent to 
certain supplicatory petitions presented by the nobility and 
, people of Scotland, and being desirous to have their said 
t benignity attributed to the good offices of the said Eliza- 
beth^ &c. Therefore it is agreed before the said com- 
missioners of both parties, that they shall fulfill all those 
things which by theif said commissioners they have granted 
to the said nobility and people of Scotland at Edinburgh 
the 6th day of June this present year j provided, that the 
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said tiobiUCy and people shall fulfil and obsei've all ffiose 
things that are contained in the said articles and eotifu'entiorts 
'to be performed on their part." Keith, 135. The suppli^ 
catory petitions can relate to nothing eke than the complaints 
and demands of the congregation, which^ in every treaty 
with the sovereign, must assume the form of supplication : 
all those things which their commissioners had granted 
at Edinburgh on the 6th of July, or which are contained 
in the said articles and .conventions, must relate to some- 
thing more than a general pardon, as Whitaker supposes, 
(iii. 469.) on the one part, on condition of obedience oil 
the other, concerning which the preamble was unnecessary 
as a salvo for their honour, in a treaty with Elizabeth ; and 
the said articles and conventions are evidently all those things 
granted in the concessions, or treaty with the congregation, / 
of the 6th of June, by the three first articles of which, an 
the complaints and petitions of the nobility and people, the 
French troops were actually withdrawn, the fortifitationsi 
of Leith ware demolished, and Dunbar was re^toted to 
the Scottish estates. 

If additioiial proofs are necessary, the fourth article peti- 
tions for, and obtains a parliament to be held on the loth 
of July, to be adjourned till August loth, that the French 
deputies might procure an intermediate ratification from 
the king^ and qiieen ; the fifth article provided that peaccf 
and war should be determined as formerly, by the advice 
q( the estates ; the sixth that the privy council* should be 
appointed by the queen and the estates, otit of tw^rity-fouf 
persons, whom the next parliament, in termsf of the treaty, 
cho^ and transmitted their names to the queen (Keith, 
752. Append. 9 1.) J the seventh, that no foreigners should 
be admitted to oflice ; the eighth, that an act of oblivion 
should be passed in the next parliament, to which, by th^ 
ninth articl^^ all in use to be present were admitted^ si^ 
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llu; remaining articles relate to mutual indemnity, submis^ 
sivc obedience, religion and peace. The parliament was 
actuaUj adjourned till August, that the treaty might be 
ratified by the king and queen ; but as no ratification 
arrived, a full week was q>ent in deb^ing on its validity, 
which was sustained as ordained by the treaty of peace. 
As the French deputies declined to interfere, the parlia- 
ment was permitted by the treaty to remonstrate on the 
state of religion to the king and queen $ but the parlia-» 
ment proceeded to establish the reformed religion, and 
when its acts were transmitted to the queen to be ratified, 
(Keith, 193. Append. 91.) the objection was obvious, and 
unavoidable if true, that the treaty by which it was hcld/«ra$ 
a forgery. The act of oblivion passed in this parliament 
was renewed by Mary in 1563, at the intercession of the 
nobility, not as a part of the treaty which she was deter- ^ 
mined never to ratify ; (Spottiswood, 1 88.) but the authors 
of a forged treaty would neither have applied to the queen 
to confirm its articles', nor would the objection have re- 
mained a secret till discovered by Whitaker, that the whole 
treaty was a forgery, unknown to the queen hersdf. Lcs 
raisons pour laquelle I^a Royne M. ne ratifie Ic traite 
d' Edinbourgh, 11 Aoust 1561. Cotton Lib. Caligula, b.x. 
fol. 34. 

As a preliminary to other supposititious forgeries, I have 
dw^lt the longer, in this note, on the crude c<»jectures of 
a writer, who rejects all historical evidence whatsocvtt", m 
order to condemn the treaty of Edinburgh, as a forgery de- 
'nsed by Murray with CeciFs consent. A mistake contained 
in a few lines may require, spme pages of controversy before 
it> obviated ; but I trust that the sentences which I have 
bestowed upon the subject, are not near so numerous as the 
pages of scurrilous declamation which they are employ^ to 
confute. Whitaker, in. 40-3. 370-9, 463. 543, 
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No. IIL Vol. L Page* 27. 
CeciPs^ Qr Murray* s Diary y as it is generally calkd* 

Cal. B. IX. Fol. 247. 
Scotia. 

1566. yunii 19. King James the sixt was borne. 

JW» ao. or thairby, she fled the Kings company and 
puc be boytt with the pyrattis to AUoway, whair the king 
cumingj wes repidsit« 

jiittgust 13. The Q. past to Meggitland to the Huntis: 
firome the byrth of the prince to this tyme the king wc^ 
putt to abjrid in Dalkeyth, and after the returninge frome 
the Hunts o£ Meggitland was sent to Striuiling. About 
this tym my L. of Murray aggreit the king and hir and 
thay past to bed togydder. 

S^temh. 24. £ihe ludgit in the Chekker hous and mett 
with BothweH. The king cumyng frome Striuiling wes rc- 
pulsit with chyding. 

Octch. 7. My Lord Bothwell wes hurt in LyddysdaiU and 
. the Q. raid to Borthuik 

8. The Q. wes advertest and haiatytt to Jedbrongh and 
.frome thence to the Hermitage and contractit her seeknes. 
Returning to Jedbrough whair she remaynit to the fyr st 
day of November that Bqthwcll wes convalcscit. Heir 
the king wysit hir and wes repulsit. 

NovenA. 5. The Q. and Bothwell cam to Kelso and abed 
2 nychts. 

7. Thai cam to Langtoun. 

9* Thai cam to Wedderboum. 

iQ. Thai cam to Coldinghayme quhair the lady Reres 
and those in hir companye wer takin be the watch. 

G3 
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Navemb. 12. Thai cam to Dumbar and remaynit thre^ 
nychts. 

1 6. Thai cam to Tamtalloun to the Lard of Bass. 

17. Thai boyth retumit to CraigmiUer and began to 
raison upon the d3rvorce betuix hir and hir husband the 
King, and thair abood to the 3 of December. In this tyzne 
the Kyng cam furth of Striuiling and offired him self to hip 
and was repulsit. 

Decemb. 3. Thay came to Edynbrough 5 and hir speciall 
cayr wies upon the Erie BothwelFs preparations of cleything 
for the baptisme: about this tymc cpne my lord of Bedford 
in- to Edynbrough. 

5. Thay pa^t to Striuiling, tuick the King frome his 
ludging in Williame BelHs hous tp the castell, and placed 
him worray obscuyrly thair. 

1 7 Decfmbris, The prince now our Souvcrayne wes bap* 
tised, and thai remajrnet after to the 24 thair. 

24. Thai departed to Drynmen to my lord Drumond^ 
(my 1. Bedford being departed the day before toSanct An- 
drewes) and remaynit thair 5 days and after in Tulybardia 
2 days; and tlie King wes now departed to Glas^ov wher 
he fell deadly seek. 

31. Thay retumit to-gyther to Striuiling and thair re-r 
mayned to the 14. of January. 

Januarti 6. The Secretarye wes maryit in Striuiling. 

14. Thai retumit and brought the prince with thayme 
to Edynbrough. Remayned to the 21 of Januar and 
thane wes the Q. going to Glasgow. 

2 1 . The Q. tuck her journay towards Glasgow and wes 
accompanyit with Erles of Huntly and Bothwell to the Ka- 
lendar my lord Lewisteins place. 

23. The Q. came to Glasgow and on the rode met hir 
Thomas Craufurd fiiome the Erie of Lewenux and Sir Jame$ 
Hamilton with the rest mentipnit in hir letter: Eric Huntly 
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and Bothwell retumit that same nycht to Edynt and Both- 
well lay in the Toun. 

Januarii 24. the Q. rcmaynit at Glasgow, lyck a$ she did 
thc25Jind 26,and hayd the conference with theKing whairof • 
she wryttis, and in this tyme wrayt hir byble and utheris 
letteris to Bothwell. And Bothwell this '24 day wes found 
wcrray tymus weseing the Kings ludging that wes in pre- • 
paring for him and the same nycht tuck Journey to^rds 
Lyddisdaill. 

27. The Q, (conforme to hir commission as she wrytts) 
brout the King frome Glasgow to the Kalcndar towards 
Edynbrough. 

28. The Q.'brought the King to Lynlythquow, and thair 
remayned all i?:iorn,quhile she gatt word of mylord Bothuell 
Jiis returning towards Edynbrough be Hob Ormistoun ane 
of the murthet-aris. The same day therle Bothuell came 
bak from Liddisdaill toward Edynbrough. 

29. She remayned all day in Lynlythquow with the king, 
and wraytt frome thence to Bothuell- 

30. The Q. brought the King to Edynbrough, and patt 
him in his hidging quhair he endit> and Bothuell, keipping 
tryist, met hir upon the way. 

Fehruaru 5. Thursday. She ludged all nycht under the 
King in the chalmer quhairin the poulder was layd ther- 
after, and whairof Paris hir chalmer child resavcd the keyc* 

?• Fryday. She ludged and lay all nycht againe in the 
fa»said chalmer j and frome thence wraytt> that same nycht, 
t^ie letter concerning the purpose of tha ^J)Uott of Halyrud-.. 
house. 

8. Satyr^ay. She confronted the Idng and my lord of 
Halyrudliouse conforme to hir letter wryttin the ;iycht 
before. 

9. Sonday. She and Bothuell soupped at the banket t 
with the bishop 0/ the yills and after past cup accumpaiiyit 
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^ with Argyill Huntly and Botkuqll to th^ kiQgs chalmeri and 
thair she remaynit cherissing him quhile Bothuell and his 
• complices hayd putt all things to ordor, and Paris hir 
chaliner^child hayd resaved in hir chahner the pnlder, and 
came up againe and gef the stgne^ and they departed to 
Bastienis banquett and masque about 1 1 hours^ and thair- 
after thai baith returnit to the Abbay and talkytt quhile 
12 hAurs and after. 

Februarii lo. Betuix 2 and 3 of the clok the King wesi 
blawiii in the ayre by the poulder. 

1 1. The Q- wrayt to my lord of Lewenux promising to 
tak tryall. 

1 2. The Kings body wcs brought, down and layd in the 
chapell and She remaynit at Edynbrough with Bothuell to 
the 25 heirof : in this meyn tyme wer money placards sett 
cup. And Hary Killygrawe arrywit iromc the Q. Ma^ 

21. Thay past togydder to Seytoun and thair past tyme 
meryljtto the 10 of Marche^ quhile le Crok the Franche 
ambassadour persuadit hir to return to Edynbrough. 

Marche lo, Thay returnit to Edynbrough be persuasion 
of Le Crok, quhair thai remaynit whill the 24 of the same,i 
crneastly trying the oupsetting of the placards, but newer 
word of the kings murther : at this tyme my lord Regent 
purchaist Icif to depart. 

24. Thay returnit againe to Sctoun, and thair past thair 
tyme meryly in all solace, quhillthc ro of Apryill 1567. 

1567. AprytlL 5. iThe second contract of mariage, per 
verha de presenti, ves n^aid and wryttin be my. lord of 
Huntly, who, for his restoring againe the forfaltour, haid 
purchasscd ane procuratorye subscrywit with his sisters hand 
then wyif to Bothuell : and thair wes the counsale haWic^ 
for the clensing of Bothuell. 

9. My lord Regent departit farili of Scotland. 

10. Thay returnit to Edynbrough to Bothucll's clcngingi 
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Apryill 13. Quhilk we& setterday BotI»tell wes daaglt 
wcrray ^raiiigcly as the jwoccss bcyrs. 

14. Quhilk wes mounday^ the first day of the paring 
mcnt sett only for reduction of my lord Huntley;5 for- 
faltour. 

18. Quhilk was fryday, the day of the summons of re- 
duction of the erle of Huntleys forfaltour. 

19. Quhilk wes setterday, theDecreytt of Reduction wes 
gewin^or thcrle of Huntlye and all his friends. The same 
nycht the lordis past the band after supper to therle Both- 
well, being drawin secretly be him to the supper. 

21. Viz. mounnday, the Q- rayd toStriuiling as it wes 
dewysed, and frome thence wreyt the letteris concerning 
the purpose dewysed of hir rawising : whair Huntly came 
to hir and began to repent him; in the mean^yme Bothuell. 
remayned at Edynbrough assembling his forces. 

23. She cam to Lynlythquow and Bothuell came to 
Haltoun hard by. 

24. She sent therle of Huntly to Bothuell in the morn- 
ing, quhamctt hir upon the way, seamit to rawisheher,and 
tuck Huntly and the secretary prisoners, and led thaim all 
to Dumbar, and thair remanit to the 3 of may. 

26. The £m fH-ccept for the p^rtising of therle Bothuell 
and his w]df, wes direct furth finome the comissayr of Edyn- 
brough. ' 

27. Tlie secund precept of partising before Mr. Jhone 
Manderstoun comissair to the bishop of Sanctandrois, wes 
direct furth. 

Mali 3 She wes conweytt be Bothwell and all his friends 
with sperris to Edynbrough castell, and for fear of accusa- 
tion kast thair speres frome thayme be the way, and the 
next Sounday hir bannis wer proclamit be her awin pre- 
cept subscriuit with her hand. 
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Maii 12. She came with Bothuell out of the castell to the 
tolbwyth before the lordis of session, and tuck her protesta- 
tion and act thair of hir liberty, and so past togydder to the 
Abbay. 

15. Thay wer publicly mareit after bathe the sortis of 
the Kyrk reformed and unreformed, and remaynit to thq' 
7 of Junii. 

yunii 7. He purposed ane Rayd against the lord Howmc 
and Farnherst, /and so past to Melros and She to Borthuik, . 

II. The Lordis came suddenly to Borthuik. Bothuell 
fled to Dunbar, and the lords reteyred to Edynbrough*, she 
fallowed Bothuell to Dumbar disagwised. 

15. Thay came frome Dumbar to Carbarrye hyll, quhair 
the lordis mett thayme. The erle Bothuell fled and she 
came to Edynbrough with the lords. 

16. She past to Loychlewin and thair remaynit to the 
seqmd of mail 1568. 

20. Dalgleshe Chalmerchild to my lord Bothuell wes 
takin and the box and letters quhilk he brought out of the 
castell 5 about this tyme my lord Bothuell fled be sea to 
the northe, 

yuiii 24. The Q. maid resignation of hir crown in fa-» 
wour of hir sonne nou our souveraine,and past commissions 
of gouvemment. At this tyme Syr Nycholas Throgmor- 
toiin was in Scotland. 

29- The king wes crbwnitat Striviling. Middilmoir 
wes present. 

jiugust 14. My lord of Murray now Regent returnit 
furth of France and came to Edynbrough. 

1 7. My Lord past to Loychlewin and spak with the Q. 
22. My ^ Lord nou Regent wes mowit to accept upon him 

the commission of Regentrye, and gcff his sol^mnit ayU^ 
for dew ministration. 
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Dicemb. 5, The parliemeht wes haldin and all things 

confirmed thairin. 

1568. Maii 2. The Q. escapit fiirth of Loychlewin^ and 

came to Hamiltoun ; my lord being in Glascow. 

13. The field wes strykin at Langsyid, bcsydis Gl^;- 
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15. Maister Myddlemoyr sent frome [the Q. Mat** 
caused my lord frome thence fiirth abstcyn frome armour 
Siad violence. 
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. THEcoxxdusions in the t«xt are faxmofe forcibly sttted 
in the following letter from Thuanus to Camden. — " Nam 
drmus, qpod^ ab <liver$a tradmitibus jactatur> Moraviutn, 
ambitione s^deat«n> ficriemtc return apetiisse; (quod 
tamen constranter negant onuies fide digni Scoti, qao*^ 
cunquc mihi aUoqui contigit, etiam ii, quibus alioqui Mo^ 
ravius ob rcligionis causam summe invisu$ erat j nam verum 
fuisse aiebant extra religionis causam ab omnji ambitiohe, 
avaritia, et in quenquam injuria alienum, virtute, comitate, 
beneficentia, vitaeque Innoccntia, praestantem ; et qui nisi 
fuisset, COS, qui tantopere mortuum exagitant, hodie mi* 
nime rerum potituros fuisse-,) sed demus ilium, calcata omni 
divini humanique juris religione, tantum animo scelus con- 
cepisse, quo tandem consultore et adjutore ad rem exq- 
quendam usus est ? Primum omnium constat nunquam 
iillas capitaliorcs inimicitias, quam inter Moravium et 
Bothuelium, exarsisse. At quis sibi persuaderet, inter tarn 
infestos de tanto scelere, qualis in regem conjuratio ftirtj^ 
consilia.agitari potuisse ; aut sperari, ut secretum, quod ad 
Hlam requirebatur, inter eos servaretur ? Deinde, quis 
crcdat Moravium, tantas cum Botuelio inimicitias exercen^ 
tern, post patratum scelus, sorori parriciqae in virum du-^ 
cendi, auctorem^fuisse ? Aut reginam taib supino ingenio 
fingi posse, ut fratri, infames juxta et periculcrsas nuptias 
suadcnti, aures prsebuerit ? Denique, cur Moravius post 
hsec omnia sponte in Galliam secessit, si ex his turbis 
^ commodum aliquod sperare praesentia sua potuit ? Aut cur^ 
postea revocatus, tanta fide, rege infante, regnum adminis- 
travit, et adversus Hamiltonios imbecillam ejus ajtaten\ 
tutatus est, si per regis calamitatem regni occupandi spem 
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conceperat ? Nam minus invidiosum et periculosum illi 

crat ctim Hamiltoniis, si rem perfecissent, perduellibus, de 

imperio decertare ; quam sororif filium, a matre regnique 

ordinibus tutelae suae commissum, opprimere, Postremo, 

qukt aliud, quxso^ in causa fiiisse putas, cur Hamiltoniiy 

^i tjxaniiidcm adfectabant, in Moravii necem conspi- 

raverint; quam quod superstitc tarn strenuo regik in- 

fantis regnique vindice, de successu desperarcnt? Ex 

adverso, apud animum tuum reputai familiarem plus> 

c|uam opportakf reginae, etiam ante parricidium, cum Bo- 

tudio consuetudinem ; regis mlstri apertum post Rizii 

caedem odium ; et ex eo contemptum ; dinde post parri* 

cidam, annitente reginai festinatum de Botuelii^ qui non 

fiobsi facti suspectus, sed oomium opinione quasi convictus 

kabeb^ur, innocemia judicium; moxque dissolutas tur* 

pk«r Botuelii c«m Gordonia uxore nuptias, ut alias mox 

tarpM^res contraheret. Nam raptum ilium quis non rideat ? 

Afit non potius dc iis, quae memoravimus, necessario colli- 

gat, ingeiuis animi foeminam, nisi suopte ingcnio et prseoc- 

cttpata diu ante vojuntatc ad id futseet inducta, nunquam 

lam facile in illas nuptias fuif^se consensuram; aut eas postea 

tam arttficiosis iiteris apud nos excusaturam ? Terum h^c 

tecum, et senxotis arbitris. Nam quenquam accusare, aut 

ttllius defen^onem susciptsre, neque his brevibus literis 

aeque toto opere nostro instituerim. Nam ab omni insec- 

tfltione et. obtrectation^, ut mens, sic stilus abest : et mc 

pbirima lenitate moHivisse, quae alii accrbius scripserant^ 

ipsa lectione comperic«. Rem, ut ex Scotorum, qui inter- 

foerant, sermonibtis didici, eta Uteris mandavi ; et a4 eorum 

£Aem scripta a Budbkananb ezpendi. De cstero nigrum in 

can<fidum in cit|u$quam gratiam convertere, neque animus 

7h inkio ftiit, neque nunc esse dcbmt,^^ 8cc.CamdmiEj>isf. 73/ 

nkiumi Opera, i. 40. 
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Double of the Councils Letter to the Queen Regent of 
France concerning King Harrys murthery sent by 
Letbington and subscribed by him* 

liADAM> 

BritMufc UESTRANGE fortune advcnuc tn ceste ville la auict 
Cat. si 99 passe>nous constrainct prendre la hardiesse de vous escrire 
fcoT-in*"^^^ petit mot povar donner a entendre a vostrc, le malheu* 
CoUe^ jeux fsuct* qui a cste perpetr6 en la personne de Roy, d'une 
fa9on si estrange que Fon n'a jamais ouy parler d'une sem<* 
blable cntreprise. C'est qu'environ les deux heures aprez 
minuit, son logis, lui estant couche en son lit, a este enleve 
en Tair par force, de poudre a cequi Ton en peult juger par 
Ic son ct la terrible et subite execution, qui a ete si vehe- 
ment, que, d'une salle, deux chambres cabinet et gardcrobc, 
il n*est rien demeurc que tout ne soit emportc loing de la et 
^ redigc en pouldre, non seulment la couverture et planchery 
mais aussiles murailles jusque au fondement, de sorte qu'il 
^'cst demcure picrre sur pierre. Et en failly de bien peu, 
ceux qu'ils sont autheurs de ceste mechahccte, qu'ils n*ayent 
par meme moyen destruict la Royne, avec la plupart de fa 
noblcss & seigneurs qui sont pour le present en sa suytte, 
qui y ont este avec le Roy en sa chambre jusque bien pres 
de minuict. . Et pen s*en est faillie que sa majcstie nc soit 
demeuree pom* y logcr toute la nuict, mais Dicu nous a 
cste si favorable, que ces assassineurs ont este frustrez 
d'une partie de leur attente, ayent reserve sa majestic pour 
en prendre la vengeance telle que mcrite un act si barbare 
ct inhumain. Nous sommcs aprcs les enquestes, et nc 
faisons doubte q'lm bref nous venons bien au bout de sca« 
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voir ceux q\ii Tons perpetre. Car Dieu nc permectra jamais 
qu'une telle meschancetc dcmcure cachee ou impunie, 
Fayent line . foys decouvertc, vostf c majestie et tout le 
monde cognoistra que le pays d'Escosse ne vouldra longue- 
ment endurer qu'une si grande honte luy demeure sur les 
cspaulsqui seroit bastante pour la rendre odieuse par toutc 
la Christiannete si semblables malheuretez demeurassent 
cachees ou impunyes. Nous n'avons vouler faillir de fairc 
ceste advertissment aux majestez du Roy et la vostre, par 
ce gentilhommc present porteur, le Seigneur de Clareault, 
qui vous en rendra compte par le menu de toutes les cir- 
contances comme celui qui est bien informe. Pour cest 
effect; estant sa sufficance telle que sur luy nous remeterons 
la surplus pour n'importuncr de plus long lettre vostre 
majestic, a laqucUe nous balsons les mains et prions Dieu, 
Madam vous avoir en sa saincte garde. De Lislebourg cc 
loDeFeurier 1566. 

Archieps. Sanct Andrew Ergyle Huntlie 

Athol Cassilis Bothwell 

Caithness Sutherland Alex. Epis. de 

Gallovidii* 

Jo. Epis, Rossensis Rob. Thesaurar Levynston 

Flemyng Bellendcn Sec. Maitland 
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BOTHWELL, Sir JamcsBalfour, and his brothcrGilbert, 
Mr. David Chalmers^ Black Mr. John Spence, Sigoior 
Francis, Bastian, Bourdeaux, and Joseph, (Rizio's brother) 
were the persons named by Lennox ai^ accused in the pla-* 
cards. From the discrepancy between this tetter as in- 
serted in Bothwell's trial, and the copy produced by Lennojt 
at Westminster, Whitaker concludes (iii. 235.) that the for- 
mer was forged by Buchanan 5 as if Murray would volun- 
tarily produce, on the 7th of December, a fictitious letter, 
Instead of the genuine one, which the commissioners had 
already, (November 29th,) received from Lennox, and by 
an unnecessary forgery, would ipxpose himself to immediate 
detection. Anderson, iv. 120. — 74. But Mary^s next letter, 
March 23d, is an answer to the letter inserted in Both- 
well's trial, not to the copy produced by Lennox at West- 
minster. The last, when inspectedj is evidently a rough 
4raught of the letters, in which many words are erased, 
dated xvi of March, 1566, without anyplace, and the date 
itsdf has been added afterwards, in a different hand, ap- 
parency Cotton's. Caligula, b. x. f. 396. But the first is 
dated " Of Houston this xvi of March," and Mary's answer 
begins, *' We have ressavit your letter of Houston the 
xvi of this instant." The copy produced by Lennox, re-^ 
quired the queen to arrest the persons named in the placards, 
to assemble the nobility, and by proclamation, admonish 
the writers to appear ; when, if they fail to do so, the per- 
sons accused of the murder might be released^ by advice of 
the nobility and council. The letter inserted in Bothwell's 
trial required her to arrest the persons named in the tickets, 
and with all diligence to assemble her hail nobility and 
council, and then to t<Jie such perfect order ^ with theforenamed 
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pitsohs that they might he justly tried. The queen*s iaiiswcr 
accordingly i$, ** for the convention of the nobility and 
council, we have preventit the thing desyrit by you in your 
letter, and hes sent for thame to be at us iii Edinburgh 
this oulk approcheand quhair the persons nominate in 
your letter sail abyde & underlye sic tryal as be the laws of 
this'realm is accustomit :** Anderson, !• 47-^8* ii. ill. an 
obvious answer to the second requisition to assemble the 
hail nobility and council that the forenamed persons might 
be duly trie?!, not to the first requisition to assemble the 
nobility and summon the writers of the tickets by open 
proclamation, that if they fail to appear, the persons named 
in the tickets might be released. Lennox kept copies of 
his letters to Mary ; but his last letter naming those men« 
tioned in the tickets whom he greatly suspected, requiring 
greater deliberation, was written anew : his acknowledg- 
ment for the wardship of Leimox, was omitted : the whole 
requisition was materially altered ; and he retained the fir^t, 
draught, which he produced at Westminster, while thci 
letter actuJly sent, to which alone the queen's answer re- 
fers, was prbduced in the justiciary court, and inserted in 
the trial. Had Whitaker consulted the MS. in the Cotton ' 
Library, or considered to which of the two copies Mary's; 
letter is an answer, he would have found an easy solution 
of the fox^ery ascribed to that wretch Buchanan. 
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"Upon the xviij day of April MDLXVIL the day 
before the reduction of the Earl of Huntlies 
forfeiture in parliament, the said Earl, by an 
obligaticHi registered that same day in the Re- 
gister of Bonds in the Court of Session ; 
G«odaU*» Obliges himself to James Earl of Murray, for the great 
M6S.Copy. £ivour which Murray bore towards him, and for his ardait 
requeis made to the queen's majesty in Huntlie's favours 
concerning the reduction of the domes of forfeiture led 
against him and his father, to keep the tacks^ set by Mur« 
ray of the castle lands of Inverness, with the forrestership 
^ of the wood for xix years; and also ratifies to the said 
Earl the earldom of Murray and lordship of Abemethy> 
and undertakes to cause his mother renounce all tacks, title, 
right and possession which ^e might claim thereto ; ^d 
also renounces ail right, title, property, ^and possesion 
which he had or might have to the lands and Idrddup of 
Pettybrackly and Strathdon, in favours of the said Earl of 
Murray : and obliges himself in his own name, and for his 
mother, brethren, and sisters, to warrant and keep skatth* 
less the'said Earl of Murray and Mr. John Wood, John 
Stuart and his other servants for whatever goods, jewels, 
or other things belonging to his father, were intromitted 
with by them. And because the Earl of Murray was under 
obligation to James Ogilvie of Findlater, that if it should 
happen the lands of Findlater, Deskfard, &c. disponed 
be the queen heretably to the said James Ogilvie by 
forfeiture of the said John Gordon, Huntlie's brother, 
to be evicted in any time coming by reduction of the said 



APPENDIX* fO 

forfeiture ; In wjuch case the Earl of Munfay h»d bdttn4 
Ifism^to ix)f^ tb^ said J^m& Ogilvie and his heirs heri-* 
t^bly of nev ag^ in the land? of Strathvaviern and Cardel^ 
mitas fidjjflgs and castles, ^c. The Earl of Huntlie obliget 
himself 9lid his iieirs to relieve tilpie earl of Mjarray and hig 
heir$ 3I: th^ Jbwds of 0ie said J[ames Ogilvie^ &c. that in 
case the ^d Jmd» ^ Fjpdl^ter and Deskfurd, and others 
sh^ll i» tatcai from the jsaicl J^mes or any part of them^ and 
th^fe)J;»y J^m^ Pgili^ie ^coivers the lands of Strathnaver;i 
tlid C^d^f^ ^ J^arl of Hoa^ley obliges himself to give th^ 
Earl of Murray alsmjich lan.ds equally lying in a pl^e no les6 
convenient, and of als great yearly avail and profit 5 and 
iikeways to ^nswm* to the ab^t jin4 coii^ven.t of Aberbro^ 
thodc for the teinds and otl^ers things .pertaining to th^ 
said abbay i^ttqinuyttefl with by him or hh agents, &c. 

tn recomp^nce for all which things : 

, ^y^^dd^ted^t Whj^tingbam 8 Apr^ i^Sj, James Earl 
of Ajjuray oblige himself to the £^rl .of Huntly that 
wh^€;^s he iji to be f stored to all things belougmg to hist 
l^ogenttcn^j .dn4 ajbo wi^h respect to the tenderness of 
blood .apojd apjity standing betwixt the said Earl of Huntlie 
and jBs [Ea)i»l of Murr^yi .and also in respect of an decreet 
arbif^ral by the ^ueen and other arbiters between him and 
his bi^l^non the ope part aild James Ogilvie of Findlater 
en the other part of date at Edinburgh the 22d of March 
l^st, h^ .bquiid himself i|i his own name &c. for his bre-* 
thr^a to do and cau^e to be done to James Ogilvie of 
Findlato* ^d his heirs the renunciation and ratification 
of 4iv^se articles in the said decreet for the perpetual as^ 
s^^ce of the said James Ogilvie in his living, and lands 
of Fi^dlater^ Deskfurd, sPrunmokeith, Blairshbnach, ^ 

<^tlQi|eld, Castleyards, with the office of Constabulary of 
Culan, Constable lands, Pittinbringans, the fishing upon 
Itham; the lands of Seyfield, Bruntoun, Upstart, Smyth« 

Ha 
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town, Woodfield, Touchancill 5 the lands of Clouchmatrie, 
with the miUs advocation of kirks, &c. Whereby, says 
Murray, the said Earl has gratified us greatumly,'and made 
tts sure of the lands of >Strathnarne and Cullardj and 
others lands; therefore he,Murray,obliges himself to set 
forward the redaction of the forfeiture to the uttermost 
of his power by himself and others whom he might pro- 
cure, and to resign the Sheriffship and Castle of Inverness 
with diverse lands allowed for keeping that Castle and 
other things, but all of them natural consequences of the 
reduction of the forfeiture. GoodalL 

The reader, in order to understand these deeds, must 
observe, that James Ogilvie of Findlater had been disinhe- 
rited by his £ither, whose second wife (of the Huntley 
family) had persuaded him to entail his estates of Finlater, 
Deskford, 2cc. upon his son in law John Gordon, Hunt- 
ley's brother, and on his failure, upon Adam Gordon his 
younger brother. 'On the execution and forfeiture of 
John Gordon in 1562, the estate was restored by Murray 
to James Ogilvie in exchange for the lands of Strathnaim 
and Cardell. Upon Huntley*s return to favour, his brother 
-Adam claimed the estate of Finlater, &c. which, to gratify 
both parties, was awarded to Ogilvie, and the lands of 
Auchendown and Kethmore, to Adam Gordon, by the 
arbitration of- Bothwell and Lethington, the queen being^ 
/ umpire, on the 22d of March, the day after Bothwell obtain- 
ed the Castle of Edinburgh. Crawford's Notes on Bucha- 
nan, 160. Douglas t*eerage, 262. Huntley therefore exacts 
a bond from Murray, the day before, his departure, to pro- 
mote, or in other words, not to oppose his restitution, and 
the day before the act is passed, he engages to warrant 
Murray's transactions respecting the forfeited estates. 
Huntley's ratification of the decreet arbitral, is stated, ta 
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Murray's bond, as the consideration for*which the latter en* 
gaged to promote the restitution, as it 'made him sure of 
Strathnairn and CuUard, of which he could be dissposessed 
only on the restitution of the Gordons. But in Hunt* 
ley's subsequent bond, Murray's application to the queen 
for his restitution, is artfully stated as the consideration for ' 
ratifying his former transactions. 
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No. VIII, Vol. I. Page 84. 
Act of Council f 

Apud Dunbar penultmo Aprilis Anno 1 567, 
Records of THE quhilk day the queens majesty being in Seyton^ 
Coupcil: hir henes wes movit to set furth her lettres ^and procla^ 
hoSer^' mation Inhibiting hir lieges to answer or obey Sir William 
tdiaburgh. Murray of Tullibardin hir comptroller of the victuals 
money and others duties, of the thirds of benefices ; Not- 
withstanding any werning made thereoff, under pain of 
dowbill payment j as the lettres direct thairupon of the date 
at Seyton the fyft day of Apryl instant propones. Never- 
theless her hichnes presentlie understands that the said in- 
hibition hes greatly hindret of the inbringing of the said^ 
' victuals and thirds ; and that the seassoun of the year and 
"^ f ime of payment is now present, quhilk being past ower, 
it will be difficult to get payment of the saymen thairafter^ 
understanding weil the nature of the comons to be mair 
|acillie inhibit to retain thair dewties, nor for mania 
chairges to pay the samcn. Therefore presently by the 
tenour beroff, relaxes the said inhibition simplie, ^d 07-> 
danes lettres be direct to make publication hdroff : and tq 
charge all and sundrie persons as are dew and addebt ia 
payment of the saids thirds and victual^, to pay the samen tq 
(:he cpmptrollaris collectors, to the effect that the samea 
may be ready brot in by thame tp the furnishing of our 
saidis Souverains house, efter the form and tenour of the 
saids lettres direct to that effect by the lordis of Counsal 
and Session, at the saids comptrollars instance of before, 
gnd iiQder the p^ins contenet in the samen, quhilk her 
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hienes wills to have furder execution in all points : Not- 
withstanding the said inhibition presently relaxit and dis- 
chargit be her majestie as said is. Council Rec. 

It appears tha^ Mary was sufficiently attentive to the ^ 

support of her household, notwithstanding the rape ; but it 
is ridiculous to talk of restraint or compulsion^ when a privy 
^pi)OcU was Jjield i^ her.pre^^nce ^t Dynbar« 
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No, IX- VolL Page 80- 

MELVTL*5 error concerning the bond, may be easily 
explained. None but peers were present at A instcy-s sup- 
per, as the entertainment was termed, and the bond was 
neither signed by the abbots, by the officers of state, 
nor by the burgesses, that sat in parliament. When the 
bond was again produced upon the eve of the marriage, 
Melvil was required, but refused to sign it ; (Mem, 
Pref.) and afte^Jrards when he wrote his Memoirs, he 
would naturally imagine, that the signatures of the no-, 
bility were not obtained till then. Guthrie suspects that 
Melvill's Memoirs were interpolated or altered by the edi* 
tor 5 a conjecture which, after every enquiry, I can discover 
no MS. to confirm or to confute* They were first pub- 
lished in 1683, ^y George Scott of Pitlochie, Sir John 
Scott of Scotstarvcts younger son, by Mdvil's grandx-daughf 
ter i and though he has certainly altered and modernised 
the language, po interpolations can be traced to other wri- 
ters, as in Crawford's Memoirs. From the period at which 
they were published* 1683, any alterations must have con- 
sisted in the omission of unfavourable, or the insertion of . 
favourable circumstances for Mary, to whom the author, or 
editor, is partial throughout. In this view, " seeing that he 
bad ravished her, and lain with her against her will," ex- 
hibits, in the last clause, the editor's comment on the Scot-* 
tish rape or abduction of her person, which Spottiswood 
treats as a mere pretext, 202. 

That McIvil was a traitor because his father was executed 
in 1548, for ^s correspondence with his son in England | 
because he was recommended in 1559, by Throckmorton 
10 Cecil ; or because he says in his Memoirs, that Rokesby. 
a spy, was introduced in 1566 to the queen 5 wheresw 
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Rokesbysays, that his introductory letter was delivered to 
Melvil, who was persuaded that he was one of her English 
partizans ; is a conclusion worthy of Goodall himself. 
MelviFs account is confirmed by Randolph, that Rokcs- 
by's practices were so managed by Andrew Kerr, and the* 
bishop of Ross, whose name Whitaker (ii. 481) tenderly 
omits, that they cannot be discovered. Keith, Appendix, 
169. Rokesby was not then engaged as a spy by Cecil ; 
(Haynes, 445) and it appears that Lesly was his patron at 
^ourt. But Rokesby testifies even then to Bothwell's influ-> 
ence, " whom I might well perceive to be in more secret 
favour with her than any other." Id. 447, This was in 
the intcrvjd between the murder of Rizio^ 5md the birth of 
/ames. 
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XjCtter of James Beton the Archbishop cfGIasgov/i 
brother^ to his brother^ Mr* Andrew ^ to be given 
to the Archbishops containing the proceedings in 
Scotland from the nth till the ijth ofjuncy 1567* 

Brother, 

Brit. MiMw I WRET tp you the i ith of this present in ^ic hoist as ( 

CaTs^fp. think ye was little the wyser of my letter. Now haivand 

f^ma Mem. ^ commodetic and mair laise^ to wret, ye sail under-i 

stand quhow the said day my Lords of Mortoun, Mart 

Hume, Lindsay, the Laifds of Tillebaime> Lowchlaven, 

Baward,Grange,with sundrieodcris barronis to the nommer 

of nine hundereth or a thousand horsnien, arjyvit in the 

morning about Borthwicki in deliberation to comprehend 

;md tack my lord Duk, quha was in the said place with the 

queen's majestle. My lord Duk heirin^ of this (snterpryse, 

thinking weill he suld be in lyiair sewrtie on the fields thaq. 

in ane houss, passit forth and red away ; quhairfor the said 

Lords being advertysit retirit back to Dakaith, and thairfir^ 

that samyn neicht to Edinburgh quhaif thay war resaivit 

notwithstanding any command $end be the Queen's majestie 

in the contrair to the town or casteU. The town was warn 

nit of thair strryving and had been all that day,,fra the prot 

}aj Lord clamaf ion maid in the n^oming in the Queen's name by the 

of St. An-, advyse of the Lords, as was at that present in the town, that 

*rdof °*^ all maiyier of men suld be in his best apparaill of armis, and 

^"ilfd* in reddiuess to pass, to, and relieve the Queen's majestie 

Boyd, my quha was saigit in Borthwick by the foresaid Lords. The 

QaUoway Lords that was in the town com to the gait for the defence 

9nd Rass. Qji ^g ^Q^yjj . qyjjj^ ^{^^ j^jjg j^jgoning with the prowes^ji 
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fcawirtd'prdmisfeof him that he suld kdcp and defend the 
town, and that thajsmld have na enteress, retirit thaimselfis 
to the castell. The oder partie being arryvet at the portis, 
thay of the town oppenit noucht the saids portis to thaun^ 
hot thay sufferit patientlie that thay war broken up- The 
Wl assemblie being arryvit in the town, thay causit mak 
ane proclamation at the market croce, the quhilks sensyne 
thay have callit ane act : quhairoff ye sail receive the copic 
enclosit heir within. Sa sone as the Queen's majcstie was 
advertysit that thay war arryvit in Edinburgh, she despcchit 
the young laird of Rires to the Captain of the castell, dei9 
syrand him to mak the foresaids lords commandement to 
retire than>e forth of the town, and cause thame to depart 
be violence. He obeyit her in the first point ; for I under- 
stand he sent ane to thame and schaw quhat was theQueep'^ 
maiesties will and mynd : bot to this, hour he has noch^ 
schot, nother at ane nor oder, , Monsieur de Croc writ , 
both to the Queen's maiestie and to the Lords that day at 
morning, xle$yrand the lords to suffer him to cum and 
$peik thaim. He schew to the Quein's maiestie quhow he 
had written to the lordis, and requyrit that it wald pleiss 
Iiir majestie toadvertis him quhat sche wald command hini 
jto do in the caiss. Hir maiestie desyrit him^ behir ansowr^ 
^o speike thame and know of theim quhat was tbair intent 
sion, &nd quhat thay wald be at. I red that saming monw 
ing to BorthWick to the Quein's maiestie, quhair I fand hir 
maiestie sa quyet that thair was noucht with hir passing six 
or seven persons, and thairfra retumit to speik the captam 
of the castell. Hir maiestie in^ mennis daiths, butit, and / 

spurit, departit that saming neicht of Borthwick to Dmi:« 
bar, quhairof na man knew saif my lord Duk and sum of 
his servants, quha met her maiestie a myll of Borthwidc 
fnd convoyit hir Hieness to Dunbar. Upon the morn the. 
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. lordis passit to the Tolbuith and maid the foresaid act 

qiihairoff ye have the copie, and thairefter cam to the 

Cwnzie houss, and twk wyth tham all cwny irnis and char- 

Thefontof 6^^ Ihone Achesone to delyver tham the font, the quhilk 

gold that ^ ^hay wer sewrlie advertysit he had resawit, to be stroken 
was send ' ^ _ ' 

of England and cwnzit.'He del3rverit it noucht at that present, bot thay 
tising of got it afoir twa days thairefter. At thair returning, fra the 
tIiucV^ cwnzy houss thay cam to Monsieur de Crocs logings, and 
spak ^it^ him as thay promeist to ane gentleman he send 
to thaim that day in the morning. Efter lang communica- 
tibn between thaim and him, thay retirit thamsels to thair 
logings, and efter thair dinner retornit to the cpunsall, and 
as men may juge be it that foUowit sensyn, resolvit thaim 
to persew my lord Duk in quhatsomever part he was passit 
in. Thay causit that day to stryke the tabouring throuch 
the town, quhair thay promisit five pounds in t;he moneth to 
^ all that wald serve thame. I tarryit all that day in Edin- 
burgh, as quha was uncertain quha^ to find the Quein's 
maiestic. I was sewrlie advertysit her maiestie departit the 
neicht afbir of Borthwick, bot I knew noucht quhair sche 
was passit to. Being advertysit that neicht at evin that her 
majestic was arryvit in Dunbar, Captain Anstrodair and I 
departit of this town upon the 13 day tymlie at momingi 
and passit to Dunbar, quhair we fand hir maiesty and my 
lord Duk malcand thaim for the feildis, wretand to all that 
wald do for thaim in their partis, to be in reddincss within 
24 hours to pass with thaim to Edinburgh. I was send 
back to this town that saming neicht, to the Captain of the 
Castill, and was commandit to remain still in the castill 
•with him and to persuade him, sa far as it lay in my power, 
to keep the castill to hir beheive, and to do his dewtie quhan 
tyme servit. Being arryvit in this town ^t ten hours at 
evin, I passit toMonsieur de Crocs logings, as bejng send to 
him, quhair I rcmainit the space of half an hour, and thair^. 
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fira maid me to the castill. As I was in the way, being 
passit throch the watchis quha was on the castHl-hill» 
within aopaisse to the Castil zet, the Laird of Tillcbaime 
and Raisyth quha was that neicht on the watche, havirand 
imderstud of my passand by thaim, cam with all possible 
diligence fra the watch quhilk, as said is, was on the 
castill hill, and brocht me back again. The Lordis being 
advertisit thairof, commandit the said Laird of Tillebaime 
to]keep me till the morne ; and swa he lodgit me for that 
neicht. Upon the morne, at twa hours of the rtioming, 
thair trumpet blew and thay for the maist pairt maid 
thame till thair horses : my lord Hume and his companie 
to the nommer of four or five hundereth horse, towarts 
Hadingtown to discover the feildis, and se gif my lord Duk 
was in thais partis or noucht. The Laird of Tillebaime 
with ane hundereth horse or ma, towarts Laithchow to 
meet my lord of AthoU and the maister of Graim (quha 
as was bruitit, could noucht halve passage throch the said 
town for my lord of Aberbrothok quha was in it to the 
nommer of four hundereth hors in deliberation to come 
and support the quein's mai€stie.) The laird of Tillebaime 
departand of the town, commandit sum of his servands to 
tak tent to mc and keep me till his returning to the to^n ; 
quha being sum ^pairt negligent, passit forth of his chalmcr 
to 4o some oder business, believing that I sould noucht 
remove till thair retoming again, I seeing myself at sifc 
libertle,betwix "5 and 6 hours passit forth of the said chalmer 
to the Castill, quhair, being arryvit, I doit my commission 
as was commandit me by the Queinis majesties at 
hir (my) departing fira har. I fand the Captain very 
cauld in his answering to her majesties commandements. 
That day my Lord of Athol, the maister of Graim, my lord 
Secretair, my. lord of Revain at ten hours afoirnoon arryvit 
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in this town to the nommer of twa IxUndefeth hors ef 
belter. My Lord of Humfi xetornit again at tw& hours 
cfternone. That saming day my lord Secretair cam to the 
easteU9 at twa hours efter none, and ^k with the captain 
the spstct of three hours. The Lords that wer in the 
town being that &eicht at 12 hours evin (mformit) that the 
Queinis maiestie and my lord Duk was departit of Edin^ 
burgh (Dtmbar) at ten houris afoir nonei and that thay 
war alreadie com Hub neicht to Haddingtouo^ and was in 
mynd to com the hie way til Edinburgh to lind ^haimj 
thay causit blaw their trompets, and tuk ail their 
armls, and departit ail £arth of th^ town betwix tw^ 
9nd thre after midneicht. Thay4epartit .aU furth of thai 
oathair feitt, beleii^ing the Queinis maiestie and her 
^pmp^ie was betwix thaim and Muss4bruglu Bqft being 
xoair ' nor ane myle of the town, aqd being advertysit itba$ 
^e Queinis maiestie was nocht so n^ir, |:hay send for thajr 
kors, the quhilks being brouchjt jlh«me, ttoy lop on hors- 
bakand marched forward towarts Musselbru^* Tbstk 
tiepartit of the town with thaim <»i fut mair nor twa hun^ 
dcreth craftsmpen of the said town weiEarmit j sax or seiren 
sooir of futmen that: thay had luftit the day a&ir^.and 
Captain Clark with sa many as he had luftit on his awin 
expense, in deliberation to pass thaireftor in Danmack to 
thenominer of fourscDir of men or thairby. Upon thb 
fyd thay wer }ugit tojjbe 1 8 hun^dereth horsemen or better 
and four hundereth futmenor ma, sdl the hail companie 
put in gud order, thay marchtt towartsMussdbrugh, qubair 
thay wer advertysit be thair foirryddars 4sh3t the Queinis 
maiestie and her companic was within ymc myle to thaim* 
Thair was wyth the Queinis majestie the Lairds Blacatair, 
Woderbome, .Langton, Ormistoun's jq{ Teviotdale, and 
L9u4cn|iiatoun»GrinhaidtCadar,withsundrieoder barrons 
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of the Mers and Lauden and the haiU xrommonsthat waUl 
ry)Be. for her in thais partis. . Sche had wyth her twa him* 
dereth haybuttairs, onder Captain Alexander Stewart^ and 
Captain Hew Lauders chaise* Her haill companie cm hori 
dild f&t Wu8 noucht nommerit to twa thousand men, of 
Ae quhilks the best pairt was coftiaions 5 quhairupon the . 
dder part thay wer all gentk^in itod weill in thair ^ain 
Being com in seicht of odere&, the queinis maiestie hir 
dcwipanie be-Eist Musselbrugh and the oder part be-We^ 
3t, the Qaeins majestie, my lord Duk, and thair companie 
foarchit wyth all diligence to an ^Id forthe ^bovc Mussci- 
bmgh neir by the Falsyd, the qiihilk thay occupet, said 
thair plaissit 7 or 8 peices of artilleJrie, the quhilk thay had 
broiicht wyth thaim of Dunbar. The <jiAiik being persawit 
be the tordis of the adverse partfe, thay drew thairselfis west- 
Irard betwix the Qtieinls maie^tie and t>akakh and thair&a t 
keipand the hei<!he$t places tfnd tha straimheast, ^ini^wythtfi 
h^e of ane myle to thaim : qiihair the Lordis send furth sum 
pnkkai^wytUng to draw on the sclamnwiche. Bot the 
QudUfi «fid§e^ and my 'Lord Disk coniiait diair men and 
tnSerit ^lan^ of ihaim to leave thair plaice. My Lord Duk 
tchot sum of his artillerie at thair prickkars, bot he hurt na 
man. Monsieur 4u Ooc cam of the tovm betwix 7 and 
8 houps, ahd red betwix the twa snrmes, doii^ that was in 
hjs power to bring thaim to sum gudway and appoints 
ik^U Qtihairhawand •travellit the space of twa hourS) he 
£md~him xia nearer his purpose nor he wa^ in the b^n« 
Hing. The Lordis xcfusand all oder appointmem less nor 
my lord Duk wald submit himself t# thole an syse of the ^ 

Kings skucht€»*, and that ^he Queinis maiesty wald be con- 
lentit /thaii^with, and render herself to thaim. The quhiik 
Iras plainlie ^usit, both by the queinis maiestie and my 
liOrd Duk. Swa Monsieur du Croc returnit bafc to the 
town, betwix three and four hours, beleivatid scMcriie that 
nathing mocht stay other of the parties to experiment and 
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teje thair fortune. Notwidistanding both ;the parties tfpoit 
dyverss respects temporisit. The Queinis maiestie byding 
upon my Lord Aberbfothick, quhom hir Hieness under^ 
stude to be on the way betwix that an$l Leichcou, and upon 
my lord Heress, the lords of Lowchinvar and the Laird of 
Baldewist^ quhahad, as I understated, promisit to meit her 
Hieness that day. The.oder partie temporisit becalise the day 
was veray hait> and had the son in thair eie. In the mean-* 
tyme thair was communers and talkers send fra both the 
parties ; the Laird of Grange fra the Lordis and the Laird 
of Ormistoii of Laudein wyth the Laird of Trabrownc fra 
the Queinis majestie and my Lord Duk. Efter lang com-* 
muning my Lord Duk offerit him conform to the promisa 
maid the day of his syts, to faicht in singular battaill wyth 
any Lord or undefamit gentleman, to the efiect that the 
great appeirance of blud schaidding betwix the twa arme$ 
meicht be'stayit be that moyen. The laird of Tillebairnc 
acceptit the condition, and offerit to feicht in the quer-« 
raill, quhairintill the queinis majestie nor my lord Duks 
freinds wald na wyss consent in respect that thair was na 
comparison betwix thaimtwa. The quhilk being rapported 
to the Lordis, my Lord Lindsay offerit him to feicht. Swa 
it was anes believit that all the haill querrell sould be re« 
ferritto my lord Duk and my lord Lindsay. The queinis 
majestie was lang or sche could be persuadit to that, bot at 
the last albeit sche fend it noucht gud, scht consentit to it 
noucht wythout grat difficultie. Thair was 20 gentleo^qi 
in ether syd to see thair partes. The Laird of Grange being 
rctomit to the Lords wyth that anser, the Laird of Trc- 
browne was send sone efter him to knaw quhair the plaiss 
sould be appointit, and in quhat appareillthay sould cum to 
the feild, quha, at his retoming, rapported to the Queinis 
Majestie and to my Lord Duk, that the lordis wald nouch^ 
s&uffar my Lord Lindsay to faicht, and to takall the haill 



bo^n^ Up6& kim tliat was equaiU^ thairs aiid his; auxd 
swa that proposs staff it. Noucht the less I have heiurd 
kensyn iJiat the Lofdis mekiit nbucht to stap my Lord 
Lindsay, bot rathef pfayit him to be of gud hart and curagc> 
and Was verie glad that he ac^eftit the condition. Thit 
'Was ^)etwix 7 a«td 8 hours at evin 5 fin .qmhat tymc the 
lords partie pcrsaiyartd the qiieines willing to dryVe tyroe, 
^«ras sa animate and sa wifiingto Ctim to straidcs that ^^'yth , 
p-eit diffictiltiethcy melcht be tontinit in thair order. Oh 
the odcr partie the qucincis tnajestie's folks haid na will d 
istraicfcs, hot rather Was^rawand thamsclfs asyd and sum of 
thaim stdiland away ; quhaifbie the queines majestie wa^ 
tronstrehit to cum to sttm bettef Composition, despairit 
•other to retire hlrself and hir companie saiflie, or to mak 
hir part gud in hatt^iH. Swa wyth all meines, sche per- 
*uadit my lord Dttk to lotip oh horsebak and ryd his way : 
the qilhilk quhen hir majestk haid persuadit to him nocht 
-Wythout gryt difficultie, ahd he being ryddeii as thay »ufM 
posit tWamylfesor mair, hef majestie offerit to render hijffc* 
self to tbame swa that thay wald promiss to do til harm to 
'hir companie, bot licens ihaine to retife thairsclfs without 
ony skaithk The quhilk being fund gud be the Lordis, 
thay eausit mak ane proclamation incontinent defendant 
all that was of (thair) parte to persue or, invaid any that 
Was of the queenis parte. Quhilk being don the quelns 
majestie €s^m to ths»m betwix 8 and 9 hoUrs ; all her cojiij- 
panie scatterit and red thair way. The Idrds brtroacht her 
m^yestic to town quhair thay arryvit ^16 hours* Thay 
logit hir majestic in the Protests loging, foment the trocci 
upoh the north syd of the gait^ Hir majestie w^ keepit 
thfttr till the mome at 9 hours at evin, at quhdt tyme thi^y 
tonvoyit hir majestie thairfra to thd Abbay. ^uhair eftfr 
Bche had stkyit the space of an hour, tbay put hir on hors- 
bak, and haid^hir ali that neicht to Loucklai^ift : <pihwr 
Vot.IL I 
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as I am informtt thay intend to kcip Bir tM thay half coin- 
prehendit my Lord Duk, or else put him furth of this couo- 
trie. Sche cam yesterday to anc windo of hir chalmer that 
lukkit on the hiegait, and cryit forth on the pepili quhow 
sche was haldcn in prison^ and k^epit be her awin subjects 
quha had betrayit hir. Sche cam to the said windo sun- 
drie tymes in sa miserable a stait^ her hairs hingand. about 
her loggs^ &hir breist, yea the maist pairt of all her bodie, 
fira the waist up, bair and discoverit, that na Vfiza CQuld luk 
upon hir bot sche moTit him to pitie aiX^ compassion, for 
my ain part I was satisfiet to heir of it, and mcicht nouch 
suffer to see it. Thay couToyit her down the gait as said 
is, my lord of Athol on the ta syd of her, and my Jord of 
Mortown on the oder, wyth three or four hundereth men. 
Thair merchit afoir hir the spaice of ane hundereth paisses 
four score hagbuttars. Thair is in the anseign that was borne 
against hir the day sche was tacken, and was bofne yester- 
day amangs the saids hagbuttars, ane mekle dethman be^ 
sydes ane grein trie, be the quhilk man thay signify the king; 
and on the oder syd of the said trie, ane young l>ame, 
quhairby thay signify my lord Prince, fra quhas mowth 
thayr is wryttin in gryt letters (Juge and revenge my cause 
/ O lord)* Thay sufferit na man to speik till hir yesterday, 
or to cum quhair sche was, yea noucht hir awin maiddenis. 
; Yet being yestemecht little afoir hir departure, havand to 
. do in her qabinet, sche callit upon ane of hir maiddenis, and 
^commandit, or rather prayit her, to ether wryt or send some 
• scwr messager to the captain of the castell, and desyre him 
to keip a gud hart to hir, and quhairever sche was convoyjt 
or past, that he renderit noucht the castell to the Lordis. 
. Bot I think, and sa does sundrie oderis, that sche sail get na 
..support fr^him ; for it appeirs weill that he hes intelligence 
W7th the saids Lordis, and thay wyth him, or else thay hed 
noucht cun; to the town. Atour hir majestic prayit the 
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Staid malddento speik to the Laird of Lidington of hir 
part, and pray him affectuslie to haive piety and compas-- 
sion of hir, and noucht to schaw himself sa extreme in hir 
contrair as he doit. I haif hard lytill or nathing of thair 
proceedings this day, as quha hes noucht passit furth of my 
chalmer, yet it is rapportit to me that thay haive compre- 
hendit Bastien Pages the French man that cam laitlie haim 
heir be sea, and haif put him in the Tolbewth as ane of 
thaim as will be fund partackers and giltie of the kings 
slaughter. Thay tewk Captain Culain that neicht thay 
enterit the town quha has bein ay sensyn in the Irns. 
Thus fair ye well. At Edinbrugh the 17th of Juen 1567. 
Be your assurit Brother. J. B. 

My Lord of Sant androus my Lord of Huntlie wyth the 
rest of the Lordis that was in the catell part it furth of it 
the 15 th day quhan the Lordis was all upon the felds, at 
9 hours afoimone ; and passit towarts Leichcow quhair 
thay beleivit to find my Lord of Aberbrothok and all his 
CQmpanie. " > * 
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No. XI. Vol. I. Page lot). 

Coppy of the Otderhy the CouwUl for Queen Mary 
her Imprisonment in LocMeoen. 

Apud Edinburgh Dccimo sexto die mcnsis 
Junij Anno D«» mfflesimo quingeskno Scx- 
agcsimo scptimo. 

Ooodatl's FORSAMEIKLE as cfter yc -BchamluU and horribk 
^^^' murthcr 6f umq thcKing, the Qucns Mjgesties kit husband, 
hir Majestic being iwist with the csf U B<ithvile principal!, 
«d chief authors of ye said in«rther,andyrefter joyintwith 
-him in maist ongotflic and dishonorable maner under the 
name of am ptendit marriage, coniinimng in that state 
to the eminent danger of the innocent psson ofonr native 
princes life, and owerthraw and destruction of the nobi- 
litie and harll state of this common-well, quhill on just 
necessitie it behuvet the nobilitie and utheris faithfull 
subjects to take, armes for punishment and revenge of the 
said murther, aganis quhome come the said Erll Bothvilc 
leidand the queins Majestic in his company, arid schatvand 
his murthef and utheris wickit enormities fra punishment 
with the clak of hir authoritic, and refusand singular com- 
batt, fledand eschapit himself; and hir Majestic in the mein 
tyme willinglie riding in the company of hir said nobilitte 
and faithfull subjects fra Carbary hilt to Edinburgh, quhair 
efter thai had oppeint and declarit unto hir heines hir awrt 
estait and condition, and the miserable estait of this realnv 
with the danger that hir deirest son the prince stude in, re- 
quirand that she wald suffer and command the saidmur- 
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ther ahd authors yrof to be ptinist, hnd in her majestie sic 
untowardnes and r^gaant^ thairto, that rather she 
. appeirit to fbrtefie and mentein the said erll Bothvik and>. 
his coxnpliGes in the saids wickeit crymes, nor tp suffer justice.^. 
pas forward, quhairthrow, gif hir heines suld be left in that - 
state, to follow her awn inordinat passion, it wald not faill 
to sucQcid to the finall confusion and extcrminatione of the 
haill realme. Sua that efter mature consultation, be com- 
mon advyse, it is thocht convenient, concludit and decernit, 
that hir majesties person .be sequestrat fra all societie of the 
said Erll Bothvile, and fra all having of intelligence with 
him or ony utheris, quhairby he may have ony comfort to 
cschaip dew punisment for his demeritis. And finding na 
place mair meitt nor commodious for hir majestie to remain 
into, nor the house and place of Lochlevin, ordenis com- 
mandis and chargeis Patrick Lord Lindsay of the Byris, 
William Lord Ruthven, and William Duglas of Loch- 
levin, to pas and convoy hir majestie to the said place of 
Lochlevin, and the said Lord to ressave hir thairin, and 
thair they and everyane off'thame to keep hir majestie surlie, 
within the said place, and on na wiss to suffer hir pass fuflh 
of the same, or tQ have intelligence fra ony manner of 
persons, or yit to send advertisments or directions for intel- 
ligence with ony levand persons, except in thair own pre- 
sence and audience, or be the comma^dn^ents aud direc- 
tions of the Lordis under subscriband, or ane part of them 
representing the Counsall at Edinburgh, ot utherwyss 
quhair they sail resort for the tyme 5 2$ thai will answer to 
God and upoun thair dewtie to the common- weill of this 
pountry, kepand thir presents for thair warand. AttOur the 
saids Lordis and utheris undersubscriband oblige thame 
^nd thair airis fat^fuUy, and promitts to the said Patk 
Lprd Lindsay, William Lord Ruthven, William Duglas of 
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LochleviA and thair airis) to releve and keip thame ^kalth- 
less of the ressaving keping and detenying of the Quenis 
majesties person in manner forsaid, a id to fortefie manteiae 
and ^cad thame fra all leven;! creatures^ that in the law» 
or by the law, wald presume to pursew or invade thame foir 

the samyn. 

Sic subscribetur 

ATHOI^L MORTOUNE 

GLENCAIRN MAR 

GRAHAME SYMRYLE 

5.\N[C^THAIR W. OCHILTREE 
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No. XII. Vol.1. Pagfe 106. 

THE only remaining objection to this conclusion is the 
answer of some of the lords to Throckmorton, in absence 
of the rest : " How horribly the king her husband was 
murdered ? What form of justice had been kept for pu- 
nishing thereof, or rather how scornfully a disguised mask 
was set up instead of justice ; how shamefully -the queen 
our sovereign was led captive, and by fear, force, and (as 
by many coi^ectures may well be suspected) other extraor- 
dinary and more unlawful means compelled to becomp bed 
fellow to another wife's husband, and to him who not 
three months before had in his bed most cruelly murdered 
her husband, — and found such hap in an unhappy enter- 
prise that by the murder of the babe's father, he purchased 
a pretended marriage of the mother/' Keith, 417. " Other 
extraordii;iary and more unlawful means,** refer, says Stuart, 
to amatorious potions (i. 376.) says Whitaker, (iii. 117.) to 
stupifying draughts^ wluch Lovelace actually uses in Richard- 
son^s Clarissa. But the fear, force, and the conjecture of 
other more unlawful means, refer to the marriage, not to 
the supposed rape, as they ^ compelled her to become bed- 
fellow to another wife's husband j" a homely expression, 
by which the lords, «nwilling to acknowledge that she was 
Bothwell's wife, intimate the pretended marriage to which 
she .was compelled. And the other extraordinary and more 
unlawful means, refer neither to amatorious potions nor to 
€tupyifying draughts, but, according to the opinions of the 
age, to witchcraft ; means more unlawful and extraordi- 
nary than force or fear, to which her extreme passion for 
Bothwell was ascribed by her enemies, as well as by her 
fiends. In the first placard, her assent to the murder, is 
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imputed to " the persuasion of thifcrle BothwcU, ^nd the. 
witchcraft dlthehdj Bucclcugh 5" (Anderson, ii, x 56.) and 
jBtheDeclaratioun of the Ifordis Quarteli^ a aOdtn printe4 
at Edinburgh 1567. 

Gif that a freind 'withfity's away v^ar Icd,^ 
Be wickit cra£t, syne tystit war tiU ill— 

Than S,en that bowuin bludy bcia^ BoAwell 
Hcs trayterously in myrk put downc our King^^ 
His Wyfethc Qucnc syne rauyssit to him sell^ 
In fylthic lust, throu culloup of wedding, 
Thocht sho he ivHcheit wald in ruttcry ring^ 
The Nohillis sould nether of thtr endure, 
Th^t lowne to leif, nor her to be his hutre. 

P^ell's Sccttish Poems, iu 27 x* £din, i8ox. 

Twenty ycar^ afterwards, in BothweU'^Testament, forged 
for hef vindication, her attachment i^ ascribed to enchant^, 
mentyto which he wa^ addicted from hia youth, and by whicl\ 
he had drawn the queen to love bim^ Appendix xxxi, 
The gloss put upon l^e^. iqarriage by a p^rt of the lords, was 
necessary from their situation then ; especially before the 
rest had determined, whether to cpnceal, or tg expos^e hc^ 
guilt and deprive her of the crown. 
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Jitter fr(m Sir Nich^ Throkmorton fa the right hona^ 
raUe Sir Wilt^. Cecil Knight on rf the Queens 
Mats, prevye Cmmsayk aruf prineipatl Se^etarye. 

SIR me thynkytb the sd. LL. be oa tiieiir way to make i6 of Jul^r 
W end of theyr matters with theyr Soyeraigne amongst original 
tJiemsellva alheyt they kept botbe the Frenche and us in ^^^ 
handy for they cannot tell ho^ to be rydd of theyr Qneene pied by 
(wyche I my«truste they intend anwey or other) withoute ford, 
she consent ; of the Frencl^s I kno.them to be better in- 
clynd to serve theyr huqiors then we And fyndynt they 
wyll thys coarse (notwithstanding ony thr^atnyngs of ony 
ptynce) I muste take hede that we lose them not holy, and 
dryve them to be more French then they wold be, throughe 
thcQ.Maje^ies sh^rpe impungyng theyr deseyeres. It were 
^elj dqn tq niake a ycrtu of necessyte, unless hyr Matie. 
Kill use arms agaynst them| Ai^d I see no happie end de* 
9tynd unto us in these matters. To be playne with you I 
fcare the end bothe for Gods dysplesure and for some un- 
antncis amongst ouef folkes to enter and prosequte the warr; 
. To understand what hathe passed synce my last dyspatch 
pf the xiiii of July, I do referr you to hyr majesties letter 
fcnt now, and ..so do humbly take my leave of you. At 
lt<fynbopott|;Jic thcxvi of July 1567, 

Ypurs to use and command 

N, THROCKMORTON. 

As yet thfisc lords will not suffisr Mr. N. Elveston, sent 
from my lord of Murray, to have accesse tty the Qnenc, 
yor to ^nd my L of Murray'^ letter unto her. 
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Sir Nicb Throkmorton to the Q. Maty. 

16 July ^ °^^7 pkasc ycr Majestic I did advertyze by my letters 
Ori^uli ®^^^^ ^9 ^^ Julyehow thcLordes assembled at Edcnbo- 
P^er roughe, had deferred myne audience and conference with 
them, uhtill the rctorne of the Earles of Marr and Glen- 
kerue and the rest of thcyrc associates unto thys towne. 
But perceyvynge the sayde Lordes absent dyde not mynde 
to make anye ^dye repayre hether, I did ernestlye presse 
theyr Lordes agayne to give me audyence, and the rather 
for that I saw theyre assembly agaynst the 2oth of thys 
moneth drawe on, whereof I advertyzed yor Majestic in my 
last. Whereupon the 1 5 of thys moneth theEarles of Atholl, 
Moreton, the L. Hume, the L. of Lyddyngton, Sir James 
Ik)ufor Capten of thys Castle and clerke of the Register, 
the L of Tyllyberne, and the L. oif Cragmyller provost of 
thys toune dyd come to my lodgynge where (after ordy- 
narye saiutacyone donne) I dyd reqayere them to heare and 
receyve what I had to say unto them from yor matie. The 
XiOrdes desyred me to forbeare the openin^e of myne Jn- 
structyons untell theyre halle companye weare assembled, 
notwithstandinge I pressed them to desyst from delayes^ 
and so the sayd Lordes aunswered me, that albeit they cam 
at thys tyme to salute me, and byd me welcome, and to 
cntreate me to forbear to negotiate with them untill the 
rest of the companic weere assembled, yet to satisfye myne 
importunacye they woulde enter into negotyacun with me 
and so requyred me to declare yeure M^esties pleasure, 
whereupon I did dely ver them your Majesties letter, and did 
declare unto them your Majesties instructions given unto me^ 
reservynge that article wche did concern the Frenche aipd 
the alycnacyon of theyce mynds from dealyngs with thcm» 
The lordes recey ved yor Majesties lettei* withgre^t rcyerencp^ 
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and hard very attcntyvelye without interrupcyon the hallc 
discourse of myne instructions: whereunto theye answered 
by the mouthe of the L of Lyddington (who sat hyest but 
the two Earles and the L. Hume) that they humblye 
thanked yor Majestie that yt walde please you to deale so 
honorablye with them, whereby they had^ood occasyon to 
be well advysed on thyre answer to your Majestie, and there- 
fore theye thought cottvenyent to tell me, that they might 
not make answer to the m^t^ers proposed by me upon the 
sudayne, and so requyred me to take in good parte theyrc 
delyberacyon of sucbe matters as were conteyned and ut- 
tered by me in my instructyons at good length; and 
though they had agynst theyre oun determynacyon, and 
good order, for the satisfaction of my desyrc, and to ayoydc 
at yor majesties hands mysconccyvinge, adventured in the ab- 
sence of theyre Complices to recyve yor Majesties letter to 
reade the same, and to heare what I had to saye on your Ma- 
jesties behalf unto them, yet. they requyred that bothe your 
Majestie would allow, and I would take in good part the sus- 
pcncyon of theyre answer untill theyre assosyates were joyncd 
with them. I replyed sayinge that though there were bothe 
noblemen and wyse men absent, and such as I coulde liavc 
bene vcrye well contented should have harde what yor 
matie had given me in charge ; yet I knew right well that 
assemblye consystynge of such persons as it did, both for 
^onor wysdome and credyt, had suffycyent habylytie and 
authorytie as well to answer and resolvfe as to heere what 
had been decided : and therefore I requyred them to ab- 
steyne from ceremony ous delayes,and to make me answer to 
that I had declared on your Majesties behalf, and no longer 
to defere ray repayre to the Qnene theyre Soverayene. 
Than the Earle of Moreton answered and requyred me that 
Iwoulde not thynke that they meat anye unnecessary de- 
lays, bu; didforbeare upon good advysemente to make 
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have her In garde. At whose return as I can le^ne ony^ 
thynge worthyc yor Maties knowledge, I wyll not fayll to 
advertyzc the same bye my nexte. 

The lord Roberte of Holyroodhouse, halfe brother to the 
Earle of Murraye, came yesternight to thys toune well ac- 
companyed, and repayred to the Earle of AthoUs Lodgynge 
where all the Lordes sat in CounselL The said L. Roberte 
synce the begynninge of these last troubles hathe had no 
intelligence with theys Lordes untyll thys tyme, but hathe 
rather concurred with the Hamyltons. 

As yet theys Lordes wyll not suffer Mr. Nycholas Elve»- 
ton, sent from the L. of Murrey to have access to the 
Queue, nor to send my L. of Murreys letter unto her. Thus 
havyng non other occurraunts worthye yor maties adver- 
tyzement, I praye Almighty God send yor Matie Longe 
lyffe encrease of honor, and muche felycytye. At Edin- 
borougbhe thys i6th of Julye 1567. 

Your Maties moost humble faythfuli 

obedyent servaunte and subjecte 

(Signed) N. THROKMORTON. 
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No. XIV. Vol. I. Page 135. 

. THE original act of council is lost or a missingi and an 
inaccurate English copy, found in the Cecil papers, is per- 
hsps the only one extant. It is:ob,vious that the mistake 
of aftd, for or^ might have been committed either by the 
transcriber of the original record, by Hayncs, or by the prin- 
ter,, in transcribing or publishing the Cecil copy. From 
Collating that copy with the act of parliament, in which the 
act of council is resumed, or engrossed verbatimy Robertson 
proyed its inaccuracy ih other words j hludy^ for blindly 
offectionat, her proceeding in apriveitf for her proceeding . 
iQ /in; ^etinikt tnarrii^ge with Bothwell, and all men abhor- 
Ji\ngl]x^T' fraine and companie for their tyrannie and com- 
panie. Whitaker considers these as merely MacgiU's the 
Clerk Register's improvements in parliament, upon the 
language of Hay th\5 clerk of council. But the clerk of^ 
council was invariably one of the deputy clerks of the Lord 
Register, under whose inspection its records were framed \ 
{First Report of the Committee of the House of Commons 
on the Public Records, p. 39.) and an act intended to be 
converted into a law, when attested by Macgill himself, 
and the whole council, was undoubtedly framed by the 
same liand with the act of parliament in which it was en- 
grossed... Such mistakes as bludy for blindliey priveit for 
pretendit, traine fox tyrannie, may be easily traced to those 
contractions so frequent in old MSS. which rendered the 
Scotch words unintelligible to an English transcriber. The 
confederates in their order for the queen's imprisonment 
in Lochlevin, (Appendix, No. XL) in their first bond, 
(Keith, 405.) and in their answer to Throckmorton, uni- 
formly ternj Bothwell a tyrant, and the marriage a pre- 
tended, not a private marriage \ and the context, that she 



128 APPENDIX. 

was " sa thrall and swa blindly affcctionat to the priVatd 
appetyte of that tyraney and that bayth he and scho had 
conspyrit tpgidder sic horrible crueltiqSf Jbeiiig fliairwithall 
gamissit with ane companie of ungodlie and vitious per- 
sonis/' &c. indicates suiBci'ently that all virtuous men ab- 
horredy not their tr^itUj bat their tyrannie and sompank. The 
orthography and Inaccuracies peculiar to an Bnglish trim* 
Scriber, maybe traced in the act jof council in iiafnes^wbeft 
compared with the act of parUament in Anderson oi^ 66od* 
all : Others for utherisy fields iorfeildisy &c. in wJiicfe Ihfc 
Scottish plural is uniformly omitted : *^ And genet^I^ all 
ether things^ &c> towechittg the saidQuecne hir person, that 
cause and all things depending thereon '" for ^^ all uthet* 
thingisy tuichwg the said Queen anideteninghvt peysoh^tbk 
ihe cause and all thingis dependent thairon :" ** Theintero** 
mission ivith disponing upon her propertie" for* ** the itif- 
tromission or disponing upon her propertyc :" *^ hir 4ishQ^ 
tiourablfi proceadinge In a privcit/' for ^ her disheaiourabte 
proceeding to am pretendet marriage j'* in which/r/W/ for 
prwate/is evidently a mistake or conjecture dFHaynes or the 
transcriber, for the contraction of pretendit : ** holding and 
•deteininge the same," for ** balding and detening the samin ;** 
** soddenlie" for ** suddandlie :'V •* persavmge the Queenc 
jro thrall and bludy affectionat,** for " T^tsauing alsnva thci 
queue sa thrall and snva blindlie affectionat ;'* ** and that t 
part of the three Estates gif their selis heirupotiy^ £ot ** ane 
part of the three Estates gaif their seillis thairupofi ;** ** to 
be usit for the security of the noblemen and others having 
entrit mtYi^ cause," for "having erttercs (interest) ixi the 
said cause." These are evidently the inaccuracies of an 
English transcriber perplexed with the orthography and 
contra<;tiGns of the Scottish act; and after such etrors, tite 
mistake of and for or is nothing* Rofcertson^ ii. 368* Whit* 
aker,i. 293*330* • - ■ - 
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: /No. XV. VoL:I,Pagc 129^ 

THE authenticity of tkis parliamentary /dc^ument u 
disputed bjr "Whits^er, becattse another ** Account of Lord 
IJerrics* behaviour in the parliament' 15^75" is erroneous. 
BtLit Argyle/ Huntle]f/ attd Hcrries, were engaged in die 
a9s6ciation for the queen at Hamilton (Keith, 43<f.) ind?' 
without their submission, ivould neither have been, admitted^ 
to their seats, nor would the two former have been chosen 
as lords of articles, or selected to bear the regalia, at the first 
parliament held in the king's name. Their submission there- 
fore is certain, and they protested for their own security, 
that no fault should be imputed to them for any cause 
begun or done since the loth of July, for which the regent 
accordingly freely forgave them. The only material error 
w^ich I have discovered in Robertson, is, the reliance in- 
advertently placed in his Dissertation, upon the other unau« 
thenticated paper, or the Account of Lord Henries' beha- 
viour, who made a notable harangue in the name of the 
duke and his friends (the Duke, Cassillis and Kilwinning 
being present) for their union and submission to the re- 
gent, that if the queen were in Scotland with 20,000 men, 
they would be of the sanje mind ; and hoping that Huntley, 
Argyle, and others, (not present) would do the same. Ro- 
bertson, ii. 339'— 461. Hamilton, Cassillis, and Elilwinning 
were absent, Argyle and Huntley were present at the par- 
liament 1567, and the Account is evidently a Paper of in- 
telligence from the north of England, to which, as to 
other papers we have met with, a conjectural and false 
date has been since assigned. It relates to a convention 
Jwld by the regent on his return from England 1568-9, 
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when the queen was not in Scotland, when the duke and 
his friends (Cassillis and Herries) were all present, and when 
Argyle andHuntley apparently were absent. Crawford'sMS. 
It is written in English not in Scotch, is signed by no one^ 
and was found in the Paper-office, and not among the Cecil, 
or Cotton papen. That it wis forged «iid produced at the 
conference, requires us to believe, that Murray would re« 
present the duke, (who had returned to England^ on £liza« 
beth's passport, during the conferences,) as present in Scot^ 
land when he had notoriously remained in Fraqce since 
the Raid of Beith. Whitaker^ iii. 1 7* 
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iuetterfnm Mr. John Wood to CecH^ dated Tork^ 
October 9ft&, 1568* 

SHIR— Atfer ihaist humble commdation of my scivFjwntM 
iricei pleis, I arryVtt hdbr at Yortc this fryday tymlic in jS^er bf- 
thc momingk and fand nothing done but dnly preambles tb crtwford's 
the matter in hand. But that same day was the complaint ^^s. 
given in be th<)se that standeyth heyr for the part of the 
Q. our souvrayns mother agsdnst my lord regent, and the 
utheris for the king> who were desyrit tb hare answered 
this day: butt when thair defence behooffyt to haif includit 
the accusaition and tryall of the Q^ in the caus6 of the 
murtherj. the whole noblemen heir, on the king's party, gef 
.in thir headis quhilks I aip assUi'^d cumis to your handk 
.to be resolved of 1 and albeit all us think it neidful to be 
resolved, yet in so weighty ane cause I might judge with 
your pardon that the delay of ansuering to the accusation 
proposed is of dyverse went dyverslye, and all wald suyr 
and he that sees m^t the danger, dois fear and stay quhil 
he may resolve quhHk way is surest, as oft I have pro^ 
poned this danger : now when it is at the pynche, I maist 
humbly beseych you Sir to consydder of the danger the 
delay may bring on so wcchtye and so necessarye ane ctluse^ 
^d lett not (sq far as in your wisdome lyeht) ceremonyes 
stay and utterly undoyn so godly and so good ane work 
begoun, for I dar assur yon that thir things beingresolved, 
that in furtherance of the rest of thq cause the word of 
the Evangile sal be accomplyshed, et erint novissimi primi 
et.primi &c» And seeing now thai ar proponit^ yffthay sail 
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' not take playn and clear resolution^ It may mar all the 
cause; for as I oft half said, I fynd men to be men^ and the 
most part of the world to propone sensyble suyrtye to con- 
science and honor boyth ; Besyds, my lord Hereis dois not 
cvin heir cejrse and forbear to augment sinister suspitions . 
ofthe outfalUngpof the matter, aiid speiks plainly and amply 
as to it : Last, Jhone of Hdnpn jat his last downcumyng 
brought sex thousand crowns to Bolton ; yff yai wer angels 
. t: " . ^aiwaldflye abroad, and as yai arno,! can not but, knawin 
^the nature of men and the Ixberalite of the hand that hes 
thayme, bot be afrayed of the harmfe thay may do, yfiF not 
fully to lety.yitt to prolong and stay attsall hands ^ and in 
all places quhan.yai may serve the turn : hek-lbr Shir re- 
:menibcr my eraist desyir and lett the suyre rcmdid qithSk 
:I.shcw yQu.bc haistallyc prowydit in so gryitt an came. 
This far I am bold to trouble your honor, and craif eme$tlyc 
to. understand that it wald pleas the Q. majestic to encourage 
iicarfiill spreitts; and then ye wald persave tte trewth wald 
tquikly appcair, quhilk all holiest harts maii traist the rest to 
:your wisdoms* guid cottsideration5 and so I humbly ^t^k my 
Jcifcomitting your honor to the protection of God,' front 
lYorktheixof October 1568. ' ^ 

Your honors to command ^t Servkc 
doringlyiff * 

M. JHONE WOOD. 
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In abridging the numerous papers, which I have occa-f 
sion to recite, I frequentry adhere to the original words ; 
for the fidelity of the abstract, I must appeal to the app^ 
legists for Mary themselves. Tytler, however, has aiHrmcd 
on the authority of this commission, that Mary, before she 
agreed to the coniference, had insisted (on) and got Eliza- 
b^'s promise, that neither Murray nor his associates, should 
be admitted to her presence, any more than Mary herself. 
Tytler, i. io8-2i* The words of the commission are, 
** Knawing that the nobilitie of this realme are to assemble, 
and the matter maybe proponit in publicfe, we are resolute, 
considering the matter that was spoken and promisit, that 
during this conference, the Erie of Murray principal of 
our rebels, suld not come in the presence of the Quene our 
gude sister, mair nor we : but be the contralr he being res- 
savit and welcomit unto hir, and we ane free princess not 
having access to answer for our selves, as he and his com- 
plices ; thinks therefoir ye can proceid na farther in this 
conference ; for ther may be some, heids proponit quhairto 
you can not answer of your selfis, unless we were there in 
proper persoun, to give answer to the calumnies quhilk may 
come in question aganis us, swa that partiality appeirs to be 
usit manifestly." Goodall, ii. 1 84. " Considering what was 
spoken and promised," refers to the assurance of Elizabeth's 
favour, in consequence of which, she was resolute, that Mur- 
ray should have no more access than herself •, and she con- 
cludes, that her commissioners should dissolve the confe- 
rence, not for breach of promise, which they never ventured 
to insinuate, as no promise was ever made, but for manifest 
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partiality as they could not answer to the calumnies (of 
which she was fiilly aware) unless she were therein person. 
In her intercepted lett^s to her partiz^s ii> Scotland^ th& 
informs them indeed, that the conference was broken upon 
account of Elizabeth's breach of promise, *^ not to permit 
the Earl of Murray to come to her presence afoir th^ con- 
fercnge was eadit, and mairover ther suld be nothing don 
^o the prejudice of Mary's honour, estate, or right.** 
Haynes, 504. But the whole letter is filled with the most 
cxtrj^vagant fictions, and as the Ia«t promise, for the preser- 
vation of her honour, is certainly fhlse, so the first is refuted 
by the uniform silence of her commissioners at the con- 
ference. It appears fi*om Haynes (490) that the commis- 
sioners for the Queen of Scots, and the regent and his 
assistants, being called to the queen's majesty, her highness 
thought good to join more in commission to the former 
commissioners. Murray was admitted therefore as a com- 
missioner, as ^he queen's were also admitted, to consent to 
tl^ commission being enlarged, and transferred to West- 
minster. Anderson, iii. 25. The complaint of partiality 
therefore, because he obtained an audience before the con-r 
ferences were renewed, was a mere pretext, not employed 
to prevent the renewal of the conferences, but reserved to 
prevent the accusation, or the evidence, against the quec% 
Hunxe, v. 141. noj:e K.497. 
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IT was from the Minutes of this day's proceedings in 
Mary's register; that Tytler ventured to give Hume the lie, 
(page 45. first edit.) for which he was afterwards so severely 
<Jiastised. Tytler in his subsequent editionsi has softene4^ 
and almost suppressed the charge i but it is observable that, 
wheii he accused Hume of felsehocKly he durst not give a 
fair quotation of the minute itsdf. After Mary's commis* 
sioners had shewn their instructions^ for answering the ac* ' 
cusation, and *' desyrit the Quenis Majestic to cause thame 
have sic writingis as wei producit aganis thair maistres^ be 
thair Maistrcs's advcrsaris," he suppresses the context^ 
** And adhering to tie protestations maid be ttame cf befoir^ 
and upon the conditiounis gontainit in thair writingis^ thair 
maistres wald mak answer thairto." Goodallj ii. 282. 
Their former protestations were those of the 25th of No- 
vember and 3d of December^ to answer to nothing touch- 
ing her honour : the conditions contained in their instructions 
gr iviitings^ which Tytler has also omitted, were, " that 
the presence of our gude Sister, be permitted us to declair 
the justice of our cause to herself and no uther, not having 
consented to the assembly and convention of commissioners 
to uther 'eiFect, than to inform them of the veritie;"(id*284.) 
and Tytler, in his abstract of the Conferences (i. 136-70,) 
conceals throughout, that Mary refused to answer, unless 
admitted in person before Elizabeth, contrary, as Hume 
observes, to her practice during the whole course of 
the conference, till the moment the evidence of her 
being an accomplice in her husband's murder was unex-* 
pectedly produced. Hunae, v. note N. In the proceeding*^ 
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^^i)f the 7th of January, the same conditions arc silently in- 
* troduced, ** that she wald answer, &c, conform to the 
trritingis presented of befoir in her name," and under these 
reservations, not to answer touching her honour^ nor ta 
any other but Elizabeth in person, she demands inspection 
or copies of the letters, (Goodall, 11. 297.) which Tytlcr 
maintains throughout, were unconditionally refused. The 
truth obliges me to declare that Tytlcr did not understand 
the controversy, but wrote like a lawyer pleading from hi« 
brief; selecting what was advantageous for his client, not 
solicitous to discover, or to ascertain the truth. " Vcrum 
in opere suscepto, nisi officio deesse vellem, xque mihi 
fiagitiosum silentium, quam mcndacium ipsum foit yitw« 
dum." Thuanusi i. 40. 
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No. XIX; Vol. I. Page 237. 
From Mr. Jam$s Mehile^s Life\ MS. 

*' THAT September (i582)in time of vacancc, my miclc 
Mr. Andrew, Mr, Thomas Buchanan and I> hearing that 
Mr. George Buchanan was weak, and his histpry under the 
the press, passed over to Edinburgh anes errand to visite 
him, and to see the wark. When we came to his chamber, 
we fand him sitting in his chair, teaching his young man 
that served him in his chamber, to spell a b, ab, e b, eb, &c. . 
After salutation, Mr. Andrews sayes, I see, sir, you are not 
idle. Better this, quoth he, nor steiling sheep, or sitting, 
idle, whilk is als ill. Thereafter, he shewed us the epistle 
dedicatory to the king; the whilk when Mr, Andrew had 
;read, he tauld him that it was obscure in some places, and 
Wanted certain words to perfect the sentence. Sayes he, I ^ 

may do na mair, for thinking on another matter. What b 
that? says Mr. Andrew. To die, quoth he. But I leave He was t«t- 
that and m^ie ma things to you to help." also of 

** We went from him to the printers warkhouse, whom y^^\^^ 
we fand at the end of the j 7th book of his chronicle, at a "^ff ^? ^ 

' ^ Bulk de 

place whilk we thou^t very hard for the time, whilk Jure Rcgnl 
naight be an occasion of staying the haill wark, anent the 
burial of Davie. Therefor, staying the printer fi*om pro- 
ceeding, we came to Mr. George again, and found him 
bedfast by his custoitie ; and asking hipi how he did i 
Even going the way of weil-fiare, says he. Mr. Thomas 
his cousin shows him of the hardness of that place of his 
fitorie, that the king would be Q;Sended with it, and it 
Plight stay all the warkt Tell xne, man^ says he^ giff I 
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have tauld the truth ? Yes, says Mr. Thomas, Sir, I think 
sa. I will bide his fead and all his kins then, quoth he. 
Pray to God for me, and let him direct alL JSa^ be the 
printing of his chronicle was ended, that makt learned, 
wise and godly man ended this mortal life.'* 

Buchanan^s dedication of his history to James is dated 
August 28th; this visit was early in September, and as 
Buchanan died on the 28th of that month, the history, if 
printed, was certainly not published before his death. Ac- 
cording to Melvil's MS., the printing was just finished 
with his life, and his final repentance must have hap- 
pened in the interval, between the visit and his death. 
His Detection was an anonymous pamphlet, easily disa^ 
vowed, had he been so incUned. But that he had fre- 
quently lamented to James, those calumnies in the Detec- 
tion which he has transcribed verbatim in his history ; that 
he wished, when it was too late, to retract those calumnies 
m his history, which at that moment were under the 
press, but which he was afraid to retract lest it should be 
ascribed to dotage ; are obvious, and incoherent fictions 
to conceal his impenitence, or his refusal perhaps to sup- 
press any part of his writings when required by James. 
Thuanus's information, that he was required by James, 
but refused, to retract what he had written of Mary, is con-* 
. firmed by his traditionary answer 5 ** Tell him I am going 
to a place where ftw kings can come.** Mackenzie's Lives 
of Scottish Writers, iii. i8o. Bayle's Diet. The king, in 
consequence of the Raid of Ruthven, (August 23d) was 
detained at Perth ; but Lennox remained at Edinburgh 
till September 5th ; (Calderwood, iii. 151;) and his earnest 
application to Gourie, two months afterwards, for the ori- 
ginal letters from Mary to Bothwell, (Robertson, li. 381.) 
renders it not improbable that he made a similar applica- 
tion from the king to Buchanan before his death. Ruddi- 
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man m his Animadversions on his opponent^ John Love» 
quibbles miserably upon the authority of Melvil's Diary or 
life, till his bigotry fairly consi^s Buchanan to hell^ vrhich 
the humanity of his biographer has softened and suppressed. 
Huddiman's Animadversions^ 13* Ch^mer'ji Lif(^ of Ri|d» 
diman, 230. 

The story of Buchanan's repentance was revived in 17 149 
by the author of the Life of Sage, who received it in a letter 
from Sttge himself, who had it from lady Rosyth, an old 
lady, «4lo had it from David Buchanan, an old man, wha 
was present, and an ear witness to Buchanan's confession. 
As Sir George Buchanan of Buchanan died in 1651, 
lady Rosyth, his daughter, might have conversed with 
David Buchanan, the editor of Knox's history, before hii 
death. David Buchanan, however, was the second son of 
William, fourth laird of Arnprior : John the first laird 
was killed in 1547, at the battle of Pinkey ; Andrew the 
second laird was alive in 1560 ; but that his great grand- 
son was old enough to witness Buchanan's confession in 
1582, is altogether incredible. Again, David Buchanan 
published Knox's History in 1643, sixty-one years after 
Buchanan's death. His elder brother John was killed in 
Ac Irish massacre, 1641 ; his younger brother William 
fought as a captain at the battle of Inverkeithing, 1651, 
and he was alive himself, cultivating letters in 1649; 
fects utterly incompatible with his presence as a witness at 
Buchanan's confession. Buchanan's Family and Sumaxpc 
of Buchanan, 35-— 61. Nicholson's Scot. Hist. Library, 75. 
That confession should have convinced him of Mary's inur 
noccnce; but the continuation of Knox's History, which, 
as it is found in no preceeding MS., must be ascribed to 
David Buchanan the editor, is written under a strong im- 
pression of her guilt. Sage was probably ignorant of 
pavid Buchanan's Treatise De Scriptoribus Scotis lUqs- 
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IfibiB 'i (MS* Adv. X^ib,) conUining an accoant of Buchanan, 
in which the atithor would not have omitted, had he wit- 
fiessed, the circumstances * of his confession and death* 
jSpottiswood, who wa« seventeen at Buchanan's death, was 
equally ignotant of his repentance and confession, which 
James himself, to whom it was frequently utter ed^ and from 
whom Camden's information must have proceeded, durst 
fiot insert among his invectives against Buchanan in his 
Basilicon Doron. Such confessions are the usual resort 
of party : at the ii^^stigation it is said of James, who fiir^ 
nished the materials, a recantation was once forged for 
Calderwood, on a report of his death, which he survived, 
however, to refute j and Sage, though silent in his contro* 
versial works concerning those confessions, has been made 
to vouch for another, of Henderson the covenanter, whichj 
from BaiJlie's letters ^nd the declarations of the general 
lissembly, is demonstratively false. 

Having mentioned Spottiswood, whom I seldom quote, 
let me bestow just approbation on his memory as an histo-* 
rian. Of the same age nearly with James, he conversed 
^nd lived with Mary's contemporaries, and had every op-» 
portunity to refute Buchanan if his facts were false, and 
every inducement to misrepresent them if true. When 
desired by James to undertake his history, Camden*s An^ 
nals must have taught him what was expected ; yet 
though he blames Buchanan for the bitterness of hia 
writings, he adopts his facts, of which nothing less than 
contemporary evidence could have convinced him in o^ 
position to his inclination and interest. Buchanan's nar- 
rative receives the strongest confirmation, when exposed 
to the same test both by Thuanus and by Spottiswood. 
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FLETCHER cf fislton suggMed: td..Ruddiman (Ant- 
madr. 56.) that .the Detection was xtot-ttatEdated by Bu*- 
chanaHj uuiPj^trkk-AxMiersoni :(Hist. MS;) dffirms' that 
it was trail!|}ated by aoiother into othe Sd)ttidL tongue. The 
title itsdif informs us, that.it ivas^.**. translated out of' the 
Ifatine quhilfe was written by Mr. Crdotge Budianali;" aad 
ttumerdus' examples might be produced to pf^ve^that the 
translator Yras ati Engiishman^.-wko h»5 mit aIwaysL.imderi^ 
ftpod thsi original. The £jrst is fromRudiiman; ^ hamet 
Jiiellis pr9poHtis\ et pieturls/' (alluding ^ the placards and 
pictures after the^ murder,) whichBuj;hanan would ;D»t have 
translated, ** for baith by buifcs set:fortl}," iaastead of bills 
stuck |ip, nor aqy Scotsman who^ J^new tlnat no books had 
been published on the sut^ct then. ' Ruddiman's Bucha- 
nan,i. D^tectio.30* The sjune'tpbti^e ocodds iAthe Adtiaa» 
where Wilson repeats the w<»rd, ^* de libellis csedena coar* 
guentibus," lyhich he translates hj. " bulks accusing the 
slaughter." When the. qlseen weaoit to Jedburgh, " ad coa*- 
ir6|itusj|}ridi^as»bi'habendos,"'*is{traiiislated, ^< tothtasrize/ 
therq to behalden i*' an Bng^isk^ermjiever knovnin Scot- 
land? iwhete the assize, inmiably sigliiHed the jury, and 
whqre the,9ssizes were dendmtnateid circuit courts. " Tarn 
.v^h^^cps dolor simul omnes corporis paites a^idt^' and 
again, ^^ Uveotes pustulse tota corpore eruperunt tanto cum 
dolore/' are translated *^ all the palts of his bbdy were, 
taken with a sore acie,** ^* and cortsun black pimples broke 
out with such a sore aciei" hut thatthe. word was neither 
•used, nor understood in Scotland,* appears from the St. 
I^i^xdrdw^s edition, in. which it is altered to^Vrr aiair ymk^toA 
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sa gtiai 9 yuii. ^' Dangerous for bringing tli^ thSii 10 §- 
rheumi^ a word unknown in Scotland, and the situation dt 
Hotyrood heuse» " being set in a low place and a verf 
taariib^ are' an old £nglisli idiom and an English word^ 
*' Confictis causis neque satis justts neque idoneis i' << by 
fayning certain ywuT and sdender causes 'i* in whichyiWfor 
trifling} is neither a translation of the Latin, nor sigrecable to 
the Scottish acceptation of the wiord* ^ Com uzoribus co^ 
snitum AtholiK et Mama: *," ^< with the wives of the carles 
of Athol and Murray^ a mutake which no Scotsman, who 
knew the distinction between Mar and Murray, could have 
well committed. ^< Conveniunt ad comitem Argatheliae quod 
is rerum capitaltum perpetuos questor esset}'^ which a Scots^ 
snanwho knew hit office, wbtild have expressed by hereditary • 
justice general, is translated literally, with the same circumj- 
locution, <' for that he is by inheritance the justice to deal 
with such crimes punishable with death/* '^ Ad consiliuni 
publicum judicum 5" " to the common assembly of the 
judges," instead of the court of session* ^' Though they 
touahed some men shreuMj^^\M\i recurs In the Detection, 
** to give naughty men /ir<?fjtfrf occasions," and in whi6h the 
acceptation of shrewd is unknown In Scotch. ** Diffettur 
que&tio in speciem, revera^ suprimitu^,'* is franskted pro^ 
pcrly, " the etiquiry for manners sake Was Odjoumedi* btit 
as that word was unknown, or little Used in Scotland, it Wa$ 
altered in the St. Andrew's edition to contitmBd^ the legid 
term for the trial being defiprred. " It was Killigrew's hap to 
mar the play," an. English word altered in the Scotch cdi^ 
lion to, '' spill (spoil) the play, and uhvisor all the disguis- 
iogs." Every whit, God wot, for the nonce, ekpressions 
peculiariy English, are converted into, every quhittGi>dwaif, 
for the fianisf in the Scottish edition. " Ante quern diem 
judicium peragt volebant," is translated, " before quhilk day 
they wald nedes have the arraimtfvtU dispatched s" <^ ut ^ 
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ip$i ades^ent vfi. pncuratons mitterenty^' ^' oi^ to send theif 
practtrs}^* '* Comes CassiUissae.cmn mnlctam solvere malldt/' 
*' mlling rather to pay his amercmeni^^ are terms of £ng^sh. 
IaW| for which tlie technics words in Scotlandi were im 
dktmcntf procurator J mulct or amand. ** Msgestatls erat danv» 
natos/' << attainted of treason," for which the only Scotch 
word v&firfatdt€d\ *' non sectts ac si in £scum reiata fuis* 
sent," " as if they had, upon atteinder, come to her by for- 
failure ;" the terxm and procedure of the English law, not 
of the Scotch, in which the goods fell by escheat or con- 
fiscation, upon a sentence of for&ulture. 

But the Detection and the Action are both ti:^slated into 
old English, in imitation of Scotch ; as ech for illy atvdy for 
enlyy hanes (banns) for handis in the Scottish edition. " That 
Bothwell might be gorgiously beseene;" (right well beseen, 
Spencer) " she //i///Wrf* there certain days 5" ^^ to disteyne 
with the maist foul spot of that shameful act ;" '^ to divert 
the blame thereof," in the Detection 5 " the crime diverted to 
others," in the Action : " to observe decorum and comely 
convenience ;" " not governed by advised reason^* (advised 
respect, Shakespeare •, advised determination. Hooker) aro 
elegant combinations or phrases to which the Scottish dialect 
had not attained. Ratbest, the obsolete superlative of Rath, 
soon, converted in the Scotch edition, into Ratherest (Tyr- 
whit Gloss.) quhHom^ the old English ivhileom (the Scottish 
umquhile) altered in the Scottish. edition to sometymes\ go 
tOj (ga tOy in the Scotch edition) forsoothy certesy perdyy 
are peculiarly English ; disfttrnishedy surceaseth nat ; *' to 
her own only beck and pleasure ^ ^^ that she had not played 
the dauncing skity** (from skittish,) are words unknown in 
the Scotch of that age " Prometheus his liver daily gnawen 
and tyerit upon by an eagle :" to tir in Scotch is to strip 
naked, (Douglass Glossary,) but to tire in old English is to 
pluck or feed upon, in the manner of birds of prey, (Tyr-- 
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Vfhk,) ^^ and like an empty eagle tire on tKe flesh of me 
and of my son." Shake^are. To purse up his past inja« . 
ries ; purse the substantive is pose in Scotch ; advouterer old 
Bftglish for adulterer, to which it is chatiged in the Scottish 
edition ; " but I beshrew that same Killigrew ;** by and by, in 
the Scottish edition, incontinent ; Theijis Lane, for the Thief"' 
raw, all demonstrate an English translation in imitation of 
Scotch. The orthography is as imperfectly imitated as the 
language ; cauld for culd, nat for not, moucht for micht^ 
weir for wer, and altho the qu is invariably used in quhase, 
quhilk, quhen, yet quhile invariably signifies while instead 
of until!, and quhihm and quhence are rejected in the 
Scottbh edition as unknown words. 
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LETTERS. 

Memorandum. That in the castel of Edenburgh ther« 
was left by the Erie Bothwell befoire his fleing away, and 
was sent for by one George Daglish his servant^ quho wa$ 
taken by the Erie Moreton, one small giit cofer nat fuUj 
ane foot lang, beyng garnishit iu sondry places with th^ 
Romaine letter F under an kyngis crowne, quhairin were 
certain letters and writyftges well knawin, and by othes to 
be affirmit, to have been written with the quene of Scottef 
awne hand to the Erie Bothwell. 

BuCHAKAM's DftTECTlOH. 



ToL. U. 
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LETTER I. 

j4n (uther ^) letter tg Botlnvell^ concerning the hate of 
hir husband and practise of bis murder. 

Est ant party du lieu ou Vauois laisse mon cceur^ Use peult ayse^ 
ment iuger quelle estoit ma contenance^ veu ce qui peult vit 
corps sans coeur^ qui a estc cause que iusques h la disnee ii 
fCay pas tenu grand propos^ aussi personne ne s*est voulu ^d' 
uancer^ iugeant bien qt/il n^yfaisoit bon, &c. 

BEYNG departit from the place quhaire I left my hart^ . 
k is easie to be judgit qtiliat was my countenaunce, seing 
that I was even asmlckle as ane body without ane hart, 
quhilke was the occasioun that quhile dinner time I held 
purpols to na body, nor yet durst any present thamseffis 
untQ me, judging that it was not gude so to do *. Fower 
myle ere I came to the to wne, ane gentleman of the Erie of 
Lcniiox came and made his commendations unto me 3, and 

* Utber.l This is t}i€ second letter in the English edition, 
from which the letters and sonnets are printed, as the neariest 
to the original. But the Scottish orthography is imperfectly 
preserved, as the English printers relapsed perpetually into 
their accustomed mode of spelling, which was rejected, from 
the same cause, in the subsequent edition at St. Andrews. The 
Latin and French translations may be found in Buchanan^ 
Jebb, and GoodalL 

* So todoJ^ Apparently inserted iii both versions, by the Eng- 
lish translators at Westminster, in order to render the sense 
explicit, as the same phrase, so to do^ occurs in the next sen- 
tence of the English translation. Similar amendments, at 
Westminster or afterwards, will occur in the sequeL 
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The l$ng LetUr written from Glasgow from the Queen 
of S^ots to the Earl BothwelU 



English. 

(This In Burleigh's hand.) 




A 



BEING gon from the place where I had left my heart j 
it may Be easily judged what my countenance was, consider* 
ing what the "body may without heart, which was cause 
»...«.. that till dinner I had used litttetalk^ 
neither would any body adventure himself thereunto, think- 
ing that it was not good so to do. 

Four miles from thence a gentleman of the Earl of Lenox 
came and made his commendations and excuses unto me^ 

3 Made his commmendations vtUo tne.^ Qttoted by Tytler, 
{i. 227.) as peculiarly Scotch. To makf my compSmentSy is a 
Scotticism fireqtteatly used ; to tnah my commendations^ seldom 
or never. ** After," and, " with my most hearty recommend 
dations," are the common expressions in the letters of the agej 
^ndof sixty instauces to which Whitaker appeals, (ii. IS. n.) 
the French phrs^, f^aki my commendaiioruf occurs but thrice ; 
twice in Sddler^s letters, and once in a letter from Baillie, ^ 
fteimag accustomed only to write in Ffench» (Murdin, l?*) 
It would be strange indeed, if in all the State Papers, Scotch 
and English, which he and I have examined, the literal trans* 
liaition- o^ me fait ses rteommenjationsf if a cOmmoti Scottish 
j^hrase, should occur but twice ; except in a letter from s 
foreigner foil of French idioms, and in a single letter ffotn 
Mary to^ Bofhwell. 

L2 
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excusit hym that he came not to meetc me, by reason he 
durst not enterprise the same, because of the rude wordes 
that I had spoken to Cunningham, and he desirit that he 
should come to the inquisition ♦ of the matter that I sus- 
pectit hym of. Thys last speaking was of hys owne head 5, 
without any commissioun. I aunswerit to hym that there 
wes no recepte could serve against feare *, and that he 
would not be afrayed in case he were not culpabill, and 
that I aunswerit but rudely to the doubtis that were in his 
letters. Summa, I made hym holde hys toung, the rest 
were lang to write 7. Sir James Hammeltoun met me, 
quho schewed that the uthcr time * quhen he heard of my 

♦ Inquisition,'} An obsolete French term, equivalent then t© 
enquite recherche^ (Cotgrave, Diet, de l*Acad.) the judicial en- 
quiry, or inquisition of Hiegate. 

5 Of hys onunt head,'\ Quoted as Scotch by Ty tier, (ibid.) who 
forgets the French phrases,/^ ja tite^ de son chef sans commission. 
** Cet auteur ne dit rien de son chef." Diet, de P Acad. 

'* Thertwcu no recepte could serve againste feari,} Quoted also as 
proverbially Scotch, as if Mary's reply to Lennox, in a Scottish 
proverb, when repeated in a letter, could render that letter ori- 
ginally Scotch. The Scottish proverb is, ** There is na re- 
medie for fear but cut off the head;" (Kelly*s Scotch Prov.) 
the French, " On pent bien gu6rir du mal, mais on ne sauroit 
gu^rir de la peur ;" (Diet, de I'Acad.) and these proverbial 
expressions in the letters, supposed to possess such curious fe- 
licity and spirit in Scotch, are either common to modem lao- 
guages, or peculiar to the French, from which the whole pasv 
sage, as well as the phrase in question, is evidently derived. 
Je lui disois qu^il navoit aucun remede qui pouvoit servir. centre U 
crainte ( an expression equally proverbial in French vid Scotch) 
et qu^il n'auroit point depeurs'ilne se trowooit pas eoupaikj e$ quejt 
ne repondois que vertement aux doutes qu^il fit dans ses Uftres y kx 
which the variations of the F.nglish version, " that h had A9 
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lioLt he came not to meet me, because he durst not enter- 
prize so to do^ considering the sharp words that I had 
spoken to Conyngham, and that he desired that I would 
come to the enquisition of the facts \vliich I did suspect 
him of: This last was of his own head without commis- 
sion ; and I told him that he had no receipt against fear, 
and that he had no fear, if he did not feel himself faulty* 
And that I had also sharply answered to the doubts that he 
made in his letters as though there had been a 

meaning to pursue him. To be short, I have made him 
hold his peace ; for the rest it were too long to tell you* 
Sir James Hamilton came to meet me, who told me that at 
another time he went his way when he heard of my com- 

fear,'* (fCavoitpoita depeur) " if he d\^ not feel himself (se trou- 
wlf^faulty," " the doubts that be made," (qu'tljit) sharply an- 
swered,'* point out the precise idiom of the French original. 

^ The rett were lang to ivrite."] Le reste seroit trop long a *DOUi 
Sre, as in the English version ; and the Latin summa, which 
Tecurs so frequently, and was then prefixed tb the sum total 
of accounts, is indisputably a substitute for the French word 
somme^ in short. " SommCf elle nous renvoya au roy, sur ses 
termes dc lui dire le tout." Murdin, 237- 

' The other time.'] Qji^ autrefois^ formerly, of which the literal 
translation, « the uther time," perplexes Whi taker to discover 
upon what former occasion it happened, ii. 27- Buchanan, 
informs us incidentally, that when she had returned to Stir- 
ling, in the beginning of January, " quotidie se Glasguam 
ituram ostenderit," (349) upon which occasion Lennox, suspi- 
cious that his son was poisoned, and that he himself was4n 
danger, left Glasgow, not on her arrival, but upon the report 
of her coming, of which she received the first intimation on 
her arrival now. And from this circumstance the forgery is 
inferred, because there was no preceding journey which would 
have rendered the present intelligence unnecessary. 
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C0ming> he def^rtil aw^y^ 9nd setet Houstaun to Kliav hym 
th?^t he would ^evir hs^vn Wevit that h« would have pur^t 
hym, nor yet accoippancit hym wyth » th^ Hammdtonis, 
He aunswerit that he was cmcly cum but to see mc^ and 
that he Would neyther accompany Stewart nor HamUtQun 
\)\xt by my coimQandement. He desyrit tha^ he would 
cum and speakc with hym, he rcfii^it it/ The Lard of Luse 
HouHoun and Cauldwellis sonnes wyth xl« hors^ or thair^r 
about came andm^t me. The Lard of Luse sayd he was 
chargit to ane day of law ''*, by the kiAgis father^ quhili; 
should be this day^ against his owne hand writ, ^uhilk hq 
hes. And ylt notwithstaadyng, knowyng of my cumyng 
it is delayit, he was inquirit to cum to hyjp, quhilk he re* 
fusit, and swearis that he will indure nothing of him, Nevir 
ane of the towne " came to speak to me, quhilke causis me 
thinke that they are hys, and neverthelesse he speakis gude, 
at the least hys sonne ", I see na uther gentleman but thay 

9 jiccomfanfit hym wyth."} ^ acQompa^ner avecy associated him- 
self with the Hamiltons, It is observable, that ^uvure^ the 
word that preceded it, is differently translated, " to ^rsue^** 
and to folloiv, in tjie two versions ; but that the Scotch is erro^ 
neous, appears from the answer. That he was only come, in the 
English version that he was not come^ but to see me, each a 
literal translation of qu'il «' etoit venu que pour jne voir, and 
that he would neither, accompany Stewart nor Hamilton but 
by my commandment ; from which the question implies, not 
that he would /«r/«^ Lennox or the Stewarts, but that he 
would foiloiu and accompany himself with the Hamiltons. 
The Scotch translator mistaking this for the explanation of a 
former passage, in the English version " as though there had 
been a menning to pursue him," omitted that passage as un- 
necessary or as less explicit. 

'^ j^ne Jay of law.'] Though not uncommon at the time, tibis 
expression, which recurs in the second letter, is evidently trans- 
lated in both versions, from un jour de lou a court or law day. 
(Cotgr.) quhilk should be this day,^^ devolttire cetjourd^hut-U^ 
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Ingf and that he sent unto him Houstoun, to tell him that he 
WoqM not have thotight that he would have followed and 
accompany himself with the Hamiltons. He answered that 
he was not come but to see me, and that he would rTot fol- 
low Stuart nor Hamilton but by my commandment. He 
prayed him to go speak to him, he refuses it. The Lord 
Lttse, Houstoun, and the son of Caldwell, and about 40 
horse^ came to meet me, and he told me that he was sent 
to one day o law from the father, which should be this 
day, against the signing of his own hand writing, and that^ 
knowing of my coming he hath delayed it, and hath prayed 
him to go see him, which he hath refused, and swearing 
that he will suffer nothing at his hands. Not one of the 

<■ ■ ■■ '■ " !■ I I . II I . II ■ I II I ■■ ■! Hfc 

" Ncvir ane ef the towne*'] In the Scottish edition, " thdl 
town ;" Glasgow, where the queen then was, vjhxch is pro- 
duced by Whitaker as an indisputable detection, ii. 36. At 
^Jie utmost, it would amount only to an erroneous translation 
of cette ville, that, instead of this town; just ^sce corps, in the son* 
nets, is rendered this body, instead of thatm But the black letter 
contraction, though minute and indistinct, is evidently y*, 
when compared with others, four and sixteen pages afterwards* 
and the English version, " the town" removes the mistake. 

" NevertbeksshQ speakis gude, at the least hys sonne."} Here the 
difference of the two versions may be ascribed to the queen's 
haste, and the obscurity of the original. Pas un de la ville mt 
vint parler, ce qui me fait penser qu'ils sont a lui, et ainsi its 
park bien, au moins son fils, which the Scotch translation would 
render, " nevertheless he speaketh gude," and the Englisk 
with more diffidence, " they so speaketh well of them/* Whe- 
ther or not she meant, as an additional proof that the towas^ 
men were his, that they spoke well, at least of the son, or that 
though they were his, he spoke fair, as least the son, the Latin 
translator guessed at the first, ** praterea loquuntur^ene sal- 
tern de filio," as the only meaning of which the passage was 
susceptible. 
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of my curapany. The kyng sent for loachim ycstcrnigKt, 
^nd askit at hym quhy I lodgeit not bcsyde hym ^^, and 
that he would rysc the soncr gif that wer, and quhairfoir 
I come, gif it was for gudc appointment ^^, and gif ye wer 
thair in particular, and gif I had made njy estait ^^, gif I 
had taken Pareis and Gilbert to wryit to me> and that I 

TMtteer would send Joseph away. I am abashit quho hes sghawin 

iumwhftt^ hym sa farre, j^a he spake evin of the mariage of Bastian. 

HfH»thi%»*, 1 inquirit hym of his letters, quhairintil he playneit of the 
i:rueltic of sum, aunswerit that he was astonyshcd, and that 
Jie was sa glad to see me that he bclevit to die for '^ glad- 

'3 BesyJc iym.2 Pres Jehit, as in the English version, *<*nigh 

. to him." 

'♦ Gif it was for gudt appointment.] Si four bon appointement\ 

from the obsolete word appointer ^lo accommodate, or terminate 
amicably. (Diet, de I'Acad.) Appointment waf formely used 
in Scotch and English for a treaty or public accommodation, 
(Goodall, ii. 18^.226. 384. Beaton's Letter, Append.) butti 
^W()rd ezpresaveof Mary*s situation withDarnley,is employed 
fa the French idiom and obsolete acceptation, of a reconcilia- 
tion or accord made between friends fallen out : (Cotgrave.) as 
in Mary's celebrated letter on Elizabeth's amours, " Lecomte 
d'Orford n'osoit ee rappointer zuyeques sa femme,''Murdin, 559» 
*^ M^myestast.^ Another example ofca phrase significant 
only in French. L'^at d'une maison, signified then a Kst of 
the officers of the household,/wr/ un ^tat, to make or settle the 
list of the household ; (Cotgr.) which the English translation 
omits as unintelligible, and the Scotch has literally transcribed 
horn the French. Wilson, the Latin translator, perceived and 
, ]>resenred its meaning f <* an familiae catalogum fecissem,'- 
^ich the French translator has rendered, " quelque rolle dc 
domestiques," << expressing all that he found in the Latin," 
through which the original idiom was not perceptible. But 
Whitaker, conscious of the original idiom, of which he was 
folly ^pri5.ed by lord Hailes, (Miscel. Remarks,20.) arbitrj^ 
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#wh came to speak with me, which makcth me to think 
that they be his, and they so speaketh well of them, at 
least his son. The king sent for loachim and asked him 
why I did not lodge nigh to him, and that he wodd rise 
sooner, and when I came, whether it were for any good 
appointment that he came, and whether I had not taken 
Paris and Gilbert to write, and that I sent Joseph* I wonder 
who hath told him so much even of the marriage of Bas- 
tian. This bearer shall tell you now, upon that I asked him 
of his letters. And where he did complain of the cruelty 
of some of them. He said that he did dreme, and that he 
was so glad to see me that he thought he should die, in- 
4eed that he had found fault with me. 

rily converts it into officers of state ; or into ** one of those ab- 
surdities which crowd the letters, or marks of forgery inserted 
by chance," ii. 42. 407. The precise meaning is ascertained 
however by the king's enquiries concerning the alterations in 
her household ; the admission of Paris (not as Goodall sup- 
poses to write, but) as her chamberlain, and Gilbert (Cori) 
as her secretary, the departure of Joseph ( Rizio's brother) 
find the marriage of Bastian with her confidential maid. 

'^ Sumwbat upon thU."] The marginal note in the English edi- 
tion was probably an omission, not of the original, <Tut of the 
• Scotcish version, in which it was inserted on the margin, as 
the English translation preserves it in its proper place in tlje 
text.^ Whitaker^s conclusion that the note wa* superinduced 
after the letters were shewn at York, (ii. 47.) is founded on a 
mistake already corrected, (supra, ch. iv. n. 22.) of the Scotch 
Extracts for the EngLsh Abstract, both of which we have ai>» 
nexed to these letters. 

*7 That />^beleVit to die for gladness.] Qu'il pensa mourir 
de joie ; but the whole sentence, in both versions, is indispu* 
tably French. Jq Tenquis de ses.lettres ou il se plaignoit de la 
eruaute de quelques uns ; repoodit qu'il rfivoit, et qu'U iioix 
fi joyeux de me voir, qu'il pensa mourir d^ joie. 
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ness ) he fend great fault that I was pensive, I dcpartit t» 
sappCTt thys bearer wyll tcH you of my arrivyng, he prayit 
me to returxiei the quhiike t did, he dcclarit unto me hys 
sickness '^ and that he would make na testament but oncly 
kif all thyng to me, and that I was the cause of hys malady, 
because of the regrait that he had that I was so strange 
ftnto hym'^» And thus he sayd, ye aske me quhat I 
meyne by the crucltie conteynit in my letter, it is of you 
iilone ihii will not accept my offeris and repentance. I con- 
fesse that I have f^yled, but not into that quhiike I ever 
denyit, and sic iyke hes fayled to sundry of your subjecti% 
quhiik ya have fwgeven *•* I am yong. Ye will say that 
ye have forgiven me oft times, and yet that I returhe to my 
faultis. May not ane man of my aige for lacke of counslae 
falltwyse, or thryse, or in lack of hysjpromyse, and at last 
repent hymselfe, and be chastised by experience ? If I may 
©bteync pardoun, I protest I shall never make fault** 
agayne. And I crave na uther thyng but that we mxj be 
at bed and bourd together 3 husband and wyfe, and if ye 
Uryll not consent heirunto, I shall nevir ryse out of thy? 
bed. I pray you tell me your resolution. God knowes how 
I am punisht for making my god of you , " and for having 
no uther thought but on you, and if at any time I offend 
you, ye are the cause, because quhen any offendis me, if 
for my refuge I might playne unto you, I woulde speake it 
unto no uther body, but quhen I heare any thyng, not 

- ** Hy^ sickness.3 Son niMly translated grief in the one, and 
tkhnesi in the other \ as his maladie, sa maladies is rendered 
in the English version. 

^^ Because of the regrait th^t he had that I nvcu so strange 
^nto Aym.] ji came du regret qu^U avoii que je lui etois si etrangti 
lilienated from him. « 

.. .^. Quhiik ye have fsrg^en*^ In the English, w^/Zpardpned 
thextiy vons lernx 9^'eI^ hien fardottw\ 



APPENDIX. tSf 

I went my way to sup. . . • This bearer sliall tdl 

ym of my arriving. He prayed me to com agayric, which 

I did> azid he told me his grief> and that he would make no 

testament, but leave all unto me, and that I was cause of hi$ 

sickness for the sorrow he had, and that I was so strange 

imto him. And (said he) you asked me what I meant in 

my letter to speak of cruelty. It was of your cruelty, who 

will not aecept my offres and repentance. I avow that I 

. have don amisse, but not that I have also always disavowed^ 

and so have many other of your subjects, and you have 

well pardoned them, I am young. You will say that you 

have also pardoned me in my time, but that I return to my^ 

fault. May not a man of my age, for want of council, fail 

twice or thrice, and misse of promise, and at the last repent 

and rebuke himself by his repentance i If I may obtain 

this pardon, I protest I will not make fault again, and I ask 

nothing but that we may be at bed and table together as 

husband and wife, and if you will not, I will never rise from 

this bed. 1 pray yon tell me your resolution hereof. God 

knoweth that I am punished to have made my God of you, 

atnd had no other mind but of you, and when I offend you 

lome time, you arc cause thereof 5 for if I thought when 

any body doth any wrong to me that I might for my re* 

f ource niake my moan thereof unto you, I will open it to 

no other ; but when I hear any thing, being not familiar 

with you, I must keep it in my mind, and that troubleth 

*' I stall never mzkefd.u\t agayne.2 Falrefaute, not to commit 
a fault, but to fail, disappoint, or shrink from ; (Cotgrave.) 
and Damlej, who had failed twice for lack of counsel, or in 
lack of promise, protests, if he may obtain pardon, never, 
fatrefautef to fail or disappoint her in his duty again. 

" Making my god of you."} Pour vous foire mon dieu. To 
make his god of one, is neither Scotch nor English, but the 
French phrase, « Jl en fuit §on dien." Diet, d^ TAcacL 
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beyng familiar wyth youy nccessittc constreyncs me t* 
kepe it in my breast. And that causes me to tyne my wit 
ficMT very anger. I aunswerit ay unto hym *3, but that^woulde 
be ouer long to write at length. I askit quhy he would 
pakse away in the Inglishe schipi he denyes it and sweares 
thairunto, but he grantes that he spake wyth the men. 
After thys I inquirit him ^* of the inquisitioufi of Hiegait) 
he denyit the same quhile I schewd hym the very wordes 
was spokin. At quhiike tyme he sayd that Minto had 
adverteist him that it was sayd ihat sum of the counsoU 
had brought ane letter to me to be subscrivct to piit hym 
in pressoun, and to slay him if he mayd resistence. And 
he askit the same at Mynto hymselfc, quho aunswerit that 
he belevit the same to be true. The morne I will speake 
to hym uppoun thys point. As to the rest of Willie Hie- 
gaits he confessit it. But it was the morne after mj cixmming 
or he did it. He wald very fain^ that I should lodge in 
hys lodging, I reftisit it, and sayd to hym, that he behovit 
to be purgeit, and that could not be done here, he sayd 
to me, I heare say ye have brought ane lytter wyth you, but 
I had rather have passit wyth you. I trow he belevit that 
I would have sent hym away presoner : I aunswerit that I 
woulde take hym with me to Craigmillar quhair the medi- 
cinar *^ and I myght helpe hym, and not be farre from my 
sonne^ he aunswerit that he was reddie quhen I pleasit, so 
I would assure him. of hys request. He desires no body 
to see hym, he is angry when I speake of "Walcar and sayi? 

*J / ansiverk ay unfo hym.^ Je lui repondis toujswrs. To avoid 
a multiplicity of notes, many intermediate idioms, which it is 
impossible to quote, are referred throughout to the reader's 
discernment. 

'^ After thys I enquirit him <^tht tnqumtioun ofHtegattJ\ Apres 
ccla je Venquis de I'inquisition de Hiegate. In Mary's letter to 
Elizabeth, August 26. " Enquircz-vous s'ils n'estoyent a Dum» 
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mj wit'ts for anger. 1 did still answer hiin> but that I shaU 
be to long. In the end I asked him whether he would go 
In the English ship. He doth disavow it, and sweareth so^ 
but confesseth to have spoken to the men. Afterwards I 
asked him of the mquisition of Hiegate, he denied it till " 
I told him the very words, and then he said that Minto sent 
him word that it was said that some of the council! had 
brought me a letter to sign to put him in prison, and to kill 
him If he did resist^ and that he asked this of Minto him- 
self, who said unto him that he thought it was true. I will 
talk with him to morrow upon that point. The rest, aS; 
Will Hiegate hath confessed, but it was the next day 
that he came hither. In the end he desired much that I 
should lodge in his lodging. I have refused it. I have 
told him that he must be purged, and that could not be 
done here. He said unto me, I have heard say that you 
brought the litter, but I would rather have gone with your- 
self. I told him that so I would myself bring him to Craig- 
miTlar, that his physicians and I also might serve him with- 
out being far from my son. He said that he was ready 
when I would, so as I would assure him of his request. 
He hath no dejKire to be seen, and waxeth angry when I 
speak to him of Wallcar, and salth that he will pluck his 
ears from his head, and that he lieth, for I asked him be- 
fore of that, and what cause he had to complain of some 
of the lords, and to threaten them. He denyeth It, and 

fries avec eulx," (1568, Caligula, c. 1.) and in her letter to 
archbishop Beton, written in Scotch with her own hand, " Hie- 
gate, being enquyrit, in our council, ofh\% communication had. 
with Walcar,'* (Keith, pref. 8.) the same phrase is introduced 
On the same subject, four days before her letter to Bothwell. * 
^ fila^ctnari^ Le midsclru Medicinar I believe is seldom 
to be found. . 



ttat lie shall pliicke the eares out of hys hcad'^ and that 
lie lyes ; for I inquyret him upoun that, and that he was 
angry wyth sum of the lordis, and would threaten them, 
he denies that, and sayis he luifs tham all, and prayes me to 
geve trust to nathiiig against him, as to me he wald rathef 
geve hys life or he did any displeasure to me ^. And aftei^ 
thjs he shewd me of so many little flatteries, so coiildly, 
tod so Wyislie *', th^t ye will abash thereat. 1 had almaist 
forgot that he sayd he could not doubt of me in this pur- 
poise of Hiegaittis, for he would never bcleve that I quho 
was his proper flesh would do hym any evill, alsweill it was 
schawin that I refusit to subscrive the same ^: but as to any 
Tithers that would pursue him, at least he should sell hys life 
deare enough, but he suspected no body nor yit would not, 
' but would luif all that I luffit, he would not let me depart 

fro hym, but desirit that I shoulde wake wyth him. I make 
it sceme that I beleve 3° that all is true, and takes heed 
thereto, and excusit my selfe for this night that I could not 
wake i he says that he sleepes not well, ye saw him never 
Ijetter nor speike mair humbler. And if I had not a pruif 
of hys hart of waxe, and that mine were not of ane dya* 



^ Plucie the eares out of hys head.'} Artacher les oreilks de la 
t^te, which is literally translated in tlie two versions. Our ver*- 
nacular idiom is to pluck out his eyes, and to pull his ears, or 
to cut thera oiF. « Thereifore wald God I had his eris to pull ;'* 
(Gawin Douglas's Virgil, Prol. 1. iv. ) and in these minute di- 
versities of idiom the original language is easily discerned. 

*7 iJ^/Z'fr geve hys lyfe or he did any displeasure iom^.] Plu» 
t6t donner sa vie que de rat f aire quelque dlplaisir* 

*® Shewed me of jo many little Jlatteries^ so couldly and so Wyis- 
lie.] M'a tant montride petites flatteries, sifroldement et sltdge' 
metu J of which the import can only be discovered in French. 
Whitaker replies, that tantum minutarum adultlonum ^s 
equally Latin ; to avoid the sole point in dispute, whether the 



J 
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Sftith that he had, alreiid; prayqd theaa to tidak ^o sosk 
matter of him. As for mysdf b^ would rather lose his hJk^ 
tixsixi do me the least displeasure^ and us^d 90 many Jcindff 
of flatteries, so coldly and so wisely> a^ you would cciarvyle; 
«t. I had forgotten that he said that he could not xnistrufit 
me for Hiegate's word, for he would not believe that hi& 
ownself (which was myself) would do him any hurt, and* 
indeed it was said that I refused to have him let blood, but 
for the others he would at least sell his life4eare yxumghe^ 
but that he did suspect no body, nor wold. But wold love 
all that I did love. He wold not let me go^ but wold have 
-me to watche with him« I made as though I thought all ta 
be true, and that I would think upon it — aad have excused 
myself from sitting up with him this night, for he saith 
that he sleepeth not. You never heard him speake better 
nor more humbly ; and if I had not proof of his heart to 
be as waxe, and that mine were not as a diamond^ no 



Scotch " he schawedme of so many little flatteries," is an idiom 
derived from a French original. " So couldly and so wyislie,*' 
si froiderMtU et si sagement ; in which Jt'oiJementj chiefly used in a 
figurative sense, signifies " d'un maniere serieuse et reserve j" 
(Diet, de I'Acad) not, as Whitaker supposes, so coolly and 
wisely, but in a manner so serious and prudent, as would 
astonish Bothwell. 

^9 Refustt to subscrive the tame, 2 The passage refers to Minto*s 
preceding information, that a letter to imprison Damley, or to 
slay him,, if he made resistance, had been brought to the 
queen. But the English translator, not perceiving the refer- 
ence, mistook signer for saigner^ and from a passage in the next 
letter, converted the queen's refusal to sign the Warrant, mto 
a refusal to have him let blood. The difference not only demon-r 
strates that the Englith h not derived from the Scotch, but 
that the two versions are both derived from a French orighiaK 

2^ Mahb uemethat Ihkvt,'^ Faire seqablanl de le eroire. 
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moBi, qoliairintill no shot can make breach ^, but that 
qahflk comes forth of your hand, I would have ahnaist 
had pitie of hym. But fearc not, the place shall holde 
onto the death ^. Remember, in recompence thereof, that 
ye suffer not yours to be wonne by that false race that wil 
travell no lessc with you for the same, I belevc they have 
bene at schdis together ; he has ever the tear in his eye '^? 
he salutes everybody, yae unto the least, and makes pitiou» 
caressing unto them, to make them have pitie on hym. 
Thys day his father bled at the mouth and nose, gc&sc 
quhat presaige that is. I have not yit sene hym, he keepes 
hys chamber. The kyng desires that I should gcve hym *3> 
mcate wyth myowne handes. But geve na mair trust 
<iuh:ur you are than I shall do here. This is my .first jqr- 
ney ^^, I shall end ye same to morrow. I write all thyngcs,' 

5' Of one dyamont, quhah inhll no shot can make breach.] A 
heart of waz» or of diamond, are harsh, and hardly intelligible 
conceits; hxiXyeux de ji>^, tender, easily melting, ( Cotgrave. ^aur 
dc drCf fickle, inconstant, as in the sonnets, " Vous depeigirez 
de cire mon las J caur ;'* un caur de diamante a heart, not of dia- 
mond, but of adamant, are familiar in French. I could have 
pitied him, says Mary, si je n'ai pas une prcuv^'de son cotur it 
drcy et que le mien n^eioit pas d*un diamantoxx n\3\iraH ^xxlfaire 
hreche qjie celui qui vient de vos mains. 

Depuis le jour que la premiere jKp^jJrr, 
De ton bel oeil m'avan^a la dbuleur, 
Et que sa blanche et sa noire couleur, 
For^ant ma force, au caur mejirent brcche. 

Ronsard's Amours, 1. i. son. 2T- 

And Mary, who knew the fickleness of Damley's heart, and* 

the tenderness of her own, : that it was not of adamant, has* 

adopted this last conceit from Rorisard, whose verses were im- 

doubtedly in her contemplation at the tilne. 

3* The place shall holde utUo the death.J La place tiendra jav 
qu^^ la most. 
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stroke but coming from your hand would make me but to 
have pity of him. Rut fear not, for the place shall con- 
tinue till death. Remember also in recompence thereof 
;aot to suffer yours to be won by that false race that would 
do no less to yourself. I tliink they have bden at school 
together. He hath always the tear in the eye. He salutcth 
every man, even to the meanest, and maketh much of 
them, that they may take pity of him. His father hath 
bled this day at the nose and at the mouth, guess what 
token that is. I have not seen him, he is in his chamber. 
The king is so desirous that I should give him meat with 
my own hands, but trust you no more there where you are 
tlian I do here. This is my first journey, I will end to* 

33 He hes ever the tear in his eyeJ} Quoted by Tytler as .a 
Scotch proverb, though literally from the French phrase, II a 
toujours la larme a Vail. ** I beleve they have been at schools toge» 
thery*'jecrois quails ont iti a Pecole ensemble, is equally un- 
known in Scotch, though proverbial in French; vous allez tous 
a la mpme ecole, you all join in the same story, or play thfe 
same part. Miscel. Rem. 23. See Ferguson's Scotch Pro- 
verbs, 1598. and Kelly's, 1721. in which no such proverb is 
to be found. 

^^ That I should give him.'] The king, not as Whitaker sup* 
poses, that she should give his father meat with her owx^ 
hands, ii, V22. 

35 This is niy^rst}orney.] C'estma premi^reywr«/(f, her first 
day's work, in which the French idiom and word are preserv- 
ed. Tytler maintains that 2l journey still signifies a day's work 
in England, and Whitaker, (each reasoning ab igngto) asserts 
that it signifies the same in Scotland. It occurs in Chaucer 
and Winton, when the language abounded in Norman French, 
and in the Complaint of Scotland, where it signifies a military 
inroad or battle. But ^e original meaning of the worji is 
lost when compounded in journeyman Jind journey worl-, which 
Tytler quotes ; and -jl journey for a day's work, is tg be found 
in no other letter or composition of the age« 

VoL.IL ' M 
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Iiowbeit thay be ot littill weight, to the end thai ye mif 
take the best of all to judge upon. I am in doing of a. 
werke here that I hait greatly. Have ye not desire to 
laugli '* to see me lie so wcill, at the least to dissembill so 
Weill, and to tell hym truth betufx handis. He shewd me 
almaist all that is in the name of ^^ the byschop and Str- 
cterlanJ, and yit I have never toucheit ane word of that ye 
shewd me, but allanelie by force flattering 38, and to pray 
liym to assure hymselfe of me. And by playning on the 
byschop, I have drawn it all out of hym 3^. Ye have heard 
the rest.- We are coupled wyth twa false races, the devill 
sunder us, and God knitte us together for ever ^°, for tlxe 
inaist faythfull couple that ever be unitid. This is my 
•fayth I will die in it^*. Excuse if I write evill, ye may 
■ ' ■ - ■ ■ ' 

2** Have ye not desire to laugh. ] N'^avez vous pas envie de rire. 

37 In the name of. J Au nom de, in the bishop's behalf in the 
English version, where the idiom is dropt. 

3^ By force pattering.'] Not as Whitaker supposes, " of ne- 
cessity flattering and to pray him," (ii, ISO.) but a literal 
translation of the colloquial French phrase, force argent, force 
ble, force amis, a power of money, &c. mais seulement psLV force 
(de)JIatter et le prier de s'assurer de moi ; and the English 
version, " by much flattering," confirms this remark of Lord 
liiiiles. Miscel. Rem. 21. 

39 Drawn it all out of hym.'] Here the difference between the 
two versions affords a convincing proof of the French original. 
, After two unsuccessful attempts to substitute something equi- 
valent, the English gives us the French phrase «y^r^^//OT; tlrer 
les tiers du nez ; while the Scotch adheres to the words, **' I 
have Jrazun it all oui of him ;" but rejects the proverbial idiom, 
its vers dune%y a5 unifitelllglble when translated. The passage 
refers apjparently, not to Stewart bishop of Caithness, Left- 
nox's brother and Sutherland's brother-in-law, (Whitaker, ii. 
129.) but to Gordon bishop of Galloway, Sutherland's coiisin, 
khd uncl^ to Huntley, and to Bothwell's wife, to whozti^ bya< 
natural transition, the queen immediately returns. 
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ifftoitow. I Write all, how little consequence soever it be 
of, to the end that you may take of the whole that shall be 

best I J"'" y°" *° J"'^*= I i do here a work that I hate 
( for your purpose. ) 

much, but I had begun it this morning, and you not list to 

laugh to feee me so trimly make a lye, at the least dissemble, 

and to mingle truth therewith. He hath almost told me 

all on the bishop's behalf and of Sunderland, without 

touching any word unto him of that which you had told 

me, but only be much flattering him, and prayihg him to 

assure himself of me; and by my complaining of the 

bishop I have disclosed all, I have known what I would. 

i have taken the wbrnls out of his nose. You haVe heard 

the rest. We are tied to with two false races. The good 

yeere untyt us froih them. God forgive riie, and God 



*° The deviU sunder iis, ah J God knltte iH. together for e*6er,'] In the 
English version, " May the good j^ar untye us ;*' the common 
corrupt expression of the age for ihegoujeret or venereal disease* 
*' What the good year P*' occurs repeatedly fn Shakspear, and 
in other writer's of the same period, as a modest expression for. 
What the pox. See StteevenV note on Lear, v. 3. Each version 
iherefdre employs a diffefent proverbial expt-ession for the 
same Fi'ench imprecation. ** We ate coupled,*' says Mary to 
Bothwell, " vryxhtit/a/abe faces )" (her htisband, and his wife) 
** the deVill sunder us (God forgive me, Eng.) and God knit 
us togethet for ever, for the maist faytliful couple that ever 
he united.*' Nous Isommes lies avec deMxfausses races, le diable 
nous separe, (Dieu me pardonne) et Dieu nous noue ensemble 
pour jamais, pour le plus fidele couple qu'il ait jamais nou6. 
And this last phrase occurs in her letter to Elizabeth, pour plus 
surement nouer cet noeud. Anderson, iv. part i'. p. 50. 

^^ This is my fay thy I will die in «/.] C'est ma foi, je veux y 
mourir ; and her last letter to her almoner,before her execu- 
tion, contains, " Protestation de ma/w, dans laquellc jc veux 
tnourirJ* Mad. Keralio, v. 433. 
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gess the halfe of It^ but I can not mende it, becaese I am 
notweill at casc^*; and yet very glad to writ unto you 
quhen the rest are sleepand, sithe I can not sleipe as they 
do, and as I would desire, that is in your armes, my deare 
love/*', quhom I pray God to preserve from all evyll, and 
send you repose, I am gangand to seke myne till the 



** Kicuse if I write evil, j'^ maygess the halfe of it^ hut I cannot 
mend it, because I am not weill at ease.} Excusex sifeeris mat, II 
faut en deviner la moitic, mais je n*y saurois que fain (mend it, 
Scot, do with all, £ng.) car je ne suis pas hien a man aite ; antl 
"again, << excuse this evil wry ting,'' at the conclusion of the 
letter. But these arc inserted as excuses for the bad execu- 
tion of the forgery, or for its diflFerence from her real hand, 
Whitaker, ii. 132. Her hand writing, as it was formed in 
imitation of Italick print, was termed at Westminster a Ro- 
man hand, which, from the annexed specimen, it was difficult 
cither to counterfeit, or to yrite distinctly when she wrote in 
haste ; and in her subsequent letters the same excuses repeat- 
edly occur* (Excuses) moy sifecris si malt car ces lettres que 
Tous voirrez si faulsement inventees, m'ont fait tout envie si 
malade que je n'avois goute pour escrire si tarde, car le por- 
teur se haste: to Elizabeth, June 22d 1568, Calig. c. I. Je 
vous supplie excuses moyfescrls /f wo/, car ayant resceu cesnou- 
velles, je ne suis pas si a mm ayse que devant, to Elizabeth, 
Aug. 23. ib. See the Plate No. 2. Je vous supplie m^cxcuser si 
ficris si malf car ma prison me rend plus mal seine et moyens 
habilleacest office ou a tout autre exercise: to Eliz. Nov. 6th 
1569, ib. " Excuse my evill nvriting^ for I never used it before. 
I am hasted," and in the postscript, " excuie my evil writing this 
first time," to Knolles, Sept. 1, 1568, ib. No such excuses 
occur in any preceding letters, and these were written about 
a year after her letters to Bothwell had been produced in the 
Scottish parliament. But in these letters she excuses her evil 
-writing in the same words as in her long letter from Glas- 
gow, written to Bothwell in haste at midnight, when her 
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knittis together for ever, for the most faithfol couple that 
e'er he did knit together. This is my faith, I will die in 
It. Excuse it if I write illj you must guess the one half 
lean not do withal, for I am ill at ease, and glad to write 
unto you when other folke be asleep, seeing that I can not 
do as they do, according to my desire, that is between your 
arms, my dear life, who I beseech God to preserve from all 
ill,, and send you good rest, as I go to seek mine, till to 
morrow in the morning,, that I will end my Bible. But it 
grieveth me that it should let me from writing unto you of 
news of myself, much I have to write so long the same is. 
Send me word what you have determined hereupon, that 
we may know by the one the others mind for marring of 
any thing. I am weary, and am asleep, and yet I cannot 
forbear scribbling as long as there is any paper. Ctirsed be 
this pocky fellow that troubleth me thus much, for I had a 
pleasanter matter to discourse unto you but for him. He 
is not much the worse, but he is ill arrayed. I thought I 



hand-writing must have degenerated into a mere scrawl. In 
all her letters, if the three first lines are regularly formed like 
Italick print, (as in the Plate, No. 1.) the rest successively de- 
viate into a stiRggUng distorted scrawl, (ibid. No. 2. ) and are 
almost utterly illegible when written in haste ; which explains 
the obscurity and frequent difference of the two versions, as 
the original was so hastily and badly written, that it was ne- 
cessary to guess the one half. 

^3 That a tn^our armesy my deare iovey'} life, Eng, C'est dan vos 
bras ma chere vie ; in which the supposed indelicacy of the 
translation disappeai^s ; but the whole sentence is peculiarly 
French. Ma chere vie que, je prie Dieu a garder de tout mal 
«t vous envoyer bon repos, comme je m'en vais chercher le 
mien jusqu*^ demain matin. The queen meant to conclude 
for the night ; and the same conclusion is observable in her 
letters to Elizabeth and others. 

M3 
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mornc, quhcn I sh^^U end my Bybill *^, but I am fescheh 
that it stopples me to Write newis of my self unto you, 
because it is so lang. Advertise me quhat ye have deli«- 
berat to do in the matter ye know upon thys point, to the 
end that we may understand uthers weill, that nothing 
thairthrough be spilt. I am irkit ^^ and ganging to slerpe> 
and yit I cease not to scrible all thys paper, insamickle as 
restis thairof ^^ Waryed might this pokkish man be ^^7, 
that causes me have sa mickle pairie : for without him i 
shold have ane far plesander subject to dfscours upoun. 
He is not overmickle diformit, yet he hes received verie 
mickle *^. He hes almaist slayne me with his breth ^, it is 
werse then your uncles, and yet I cum na nearer unto hinx 
but in ane chayre at the beds fute 5°; and he beyixg at the 
uther end thairof. 

The massage of the father in the gak. 

The purpoisc 5' of Sir James Hammekoun. 



^ My^Bybilf.l CQnyerted into hylk by Go9dall, from a mis- 
print of Cecil's or Murray's Diary, in Anderson, ii. 272. 
GoodalPs emendation wQuld only prove what was never dis- 
p^ute^, that the present French, professedly a translation from 
^he Latin, is laot the original. But in the original MS. the 
Diary has, " and in this tyme wraytt hir ^^^Z?and utheris let- 
teres ^0 BothYrell/' audits concurrence with the Scotch and 
English translations, assures us that such was the original 
word. Lord Hailes conjectures that Mary wrote, mon babil^ 
TCij chat. ; bi^t th^ more probable interpretation is, that at the 
end of a straip of piety, she terms the long letter hir bible, 
firoin it$ gireat le3;igth. phaucej[ uses the word r.jpeatedly for a 
Is^rge book. 

*5 lam irkit.3 Nudata s\^m in the Latiuj a blunder too gross 
for iBirchanan to commit. As the English transla,tpr was not. 
more likely than Wilson, the latin translator, to comprehend 
the Scotch word irkit^ his version, " I am weary," must have 
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should tave been killed with his breath, for it Is worse th^n 
your uncle's breath, apd yc;t I was set no nearer to hifn 
ttan in a chair by his bolster, ancj he lieth at the furthcjr 
side of the bed. 

been derived from the original French ; fe suis la-sse et m'en 
vais dormir. 

"^^ I cease not to scrwle allthys paper inasmicicle/w restis thair' 
0^] In the English, " as long as there is any paf)er-" Je ne 
saurois que griiFoner autant qu*y reste du papier. Instea4 of 
topping for the night she finishes the sheet, and continues^her 
letter on the paper containing her memorial or notes. 

'^^ Waryed might ^hjs pokkish n\an hejy Maudit soit ce verole^ 
^ui me cause tant de peine. 

^^ He}s not oyermickle deformit, vf/ he hes re,ceived very 
mickle.] Jl n'est pas trop gate, (il a le visage gate de petite- 
verole) mais il ^ beaucoup rpqu; in the extracts of the Scotch 
commissioners, *< He is not over mikle spilt, yet he hes gotten 
very mikle ;*' altered at Westminster from jr^iY/, (spoilt) which 
was ambiguous or unintelligible, to deformity and from gotten^ 
to receivlty to accord with the original, which relates rather 
^o the small pox than to poison. " 111 arrayed," in the English 
version, is explained by the greaj resemblance then between 
r and v, c and /, from which the translator mistook rescu 
for vestu in the queen's hasty scrawl, of whieh he guessed 
the one half. ^ 

^9 He ^es almaht slayne me with his hrethJ[ «* I thought I should 
have been kfUed with his breath," Engl. 11 TipensS me tuer de 
son haleine, of which Whitaker quotes the trandation as pro* 
iverbial Scotch, i. 228. 

5° jit the beds futp.] « By his holster^ Eng. dans la n/f//p, pro- 
bably in the original, the narrow passage between the bed and 
the wall. 

^* The purpoise.] Le^r^/w, a French idiom that repeatedly 
•occurs, and of which the English version preserves the sense. 
«* Of the ambassador," in the English version, is omitted ia 
4he Scotch^ as the allusion perhaps was not understood. 
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6/ ttat the lord of Lttssc shcwd mc ^ of the delay. 

Of the demaundis that he askit ^^ at loachim. 

Of my cstait, of my cumpany, of the occasioun of my 
camming, and of Josephi^ 

Item, the purpois th?tt he and I had together. 

Of the desire that he hes to please me, and of hys re- 
pentance. 

Of the ioterpretatioun of his letter. 

Of Willie Hiegaittis matter of hys departing. 

Of Monseur de Levingstoun ^^. 

I had almost forgot that Monsier de Levingstoun sayd in 
the lady Rercs eare ^^ at suppar, that he wald drink to the 
folke that I wist of, if I wald plege thame. And eftir sup- 
par he sayd to me quhen 1 wes lenand upoun hym, warming 
me at the fyre, ye have fayr going to se sik folk '% yit ye 
♦ can not be sa welcurh to thame, as he left sum body this 
day in regrait, that will iievir be blyth quhill he se you 
againe. I askit at hym ^uha that wes: with that he 
thrustit-'^ my body and sayd, that sum of hys'folkes had 
seen you in fascherie, ye may gesse at the rest. I wrought 



** Of that that thelordof Luise shewd me.] De ce que le Sieur 
de Luss m*aniontriy tlie very stile and form of a French me- 
morandum. 

^^ 6f the demaundis that he askit.] A French idiom, les de- 
mandes qu'il fit. To ask a demand, instead of a question, in 
the English version, is French not Scotch. 

54 Of Monseur de Levingstoun.'^ For the Lord Livingston, 
an incidental mark of the French original. 

5i Sayd in the lady Reres eare.] From dit a Toreille, the pro- 
per French phrase for whispering. 

5^ Fayr going to se sik folL^ Which the Latin translator*, 
niist;^king sii for sic, (such) has rendered bella hujusmodi ho- 
jnmum vistatio. By an unhappy conjecture, that Buchanan, 
the supposed translator^ had also mistaken x^iV for /air. Good* 
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'the message of the father by the way. 

The talk of Sir James Hamilton of the ambassador. 

That the lord of Lusse hath told me of the delay. 

The questions that He asked of loachim, of my state, 
of my company, and of the cause of my coming, and of 
Joseph. 

The talk that he and I have had, and of lus desire tp 
please me, of his repentance, and of the interpretation of 
his letter, of Will Hiegate's doing, and of his departure, 
and of the L. of Livingstoun. 

I had forgotten of the L. of Livingstoun, that he at 
supper said softly to the lady Reres, that he drank to the 
persons I knew of, if I would pledge them. And after supper 
he said softly to me, when I was leaning upon him and 
warming myself, you may well go and see sick folk, yet can 
you not be so welcome unto them, as you have this day , 
left some body in pain, who shall ne'er be merry till he 
hath seen ydii again. I asked him who it was 5 he took me 
about the body, and said one of his folk that hath left yott ' 
this day. Guess you the rest. 



all converts the passage into " sair going toseik folk/* (i. 82.) 
which Tytler turns into a Scotch proverb, (i. 228.) as if Li- 
vingston's address to the queen in a Scotch phrase, could pJTOVt 
that the letter was in the same language. But the English 
version ascertains the original French phrase of which those 
Writers weie ignorant ; c'est un beau vene%y voir desgens ma- 
lades, a familiar expression for a worthless sight. 

57 Th7'usUt my body.'] Pressed or embraced her with his arm, 
as in the English version, not as Whitaker supposes,(ii. 154,) 
punched her with his elbow. ** He thirstis her h^nd aganc 
full previlie.'* Pinkert. Anc. Scot. Poems, j. 71. That Li- 
vingston did not attend her from Callender, his ovm house, to 
Glasgow, is a gratuitous assertion. Whit. ib. 
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tliys day quhill it wes twa houris upoun thys bracelet, for 
to put the key of it wythin the lock thereof, quhilk is 
jcoupled undirneth with twa cordwinis ^*. I haif had sa 
littil tirae that it is evill mayd : but I sail make ane fairer 
in the meane tyme. Take heid that ;iane that is heir se it, 
for all tlie warld will knav/ it ; because for h'.iist it wes maid 
m their presence, h am now passand to my faschious pur- 
poes^9. Ye gar me dissemble sa far that I haif horring 
^airat: and ye cause me do almost the office of a traitorest 
Remember how ^'^ gif it wer not to obey you, I had rather 
be dezdxjr I dyd it^ my heart bleides at it. Summa, he 
will not come with me, except upoun conditiqun that I 
will promeise to liim that I sail be at bed and bourde with 
kym as of befoyr, and that I sail lejive him n^ oftar ^^: and 
doing J:hys upoun my worde, he will do all things that t 
pleis, and cum with me \ bot he has prayit xpe to remane 
Hpoun hym quhill uther mprne ^\ Hq spake verie bravely 
at the beginning, as thys bearer will schaw you, upoun the 
|rurpois of the loglishmcp,. and of hys departing : bot in 
the end he returnit agane to ^bys humjlitie. He schawjt 
amangis uther purposes that he knew weill ancwch, that 

^^ QuhiJI it tjff'es tVa ]iom\s-— for to put tJxc licy of It 'wythln thf 
iock thereof quhifh is couficd with twa cordwines.J Jijsqu*a 
deux l>eurs pour y mettre Ja clef dans k trou, {clift, En^.) qui 
est attackoe par deux cordons ; ^ French >v'0f d to bjB found no 
where else in Scotch. 

' '9 / am no<w passand to my faschious piirposes.] Je m'en vaij 
a mon fascheux proposj in which, if the worids are separately 
Scotch, the sense and idiom are sjtricfly French- The same 
phrase occurs in Le Croc's letter on the queen's sickness ; 
*'• Je n'ay point vouln escrire k M. k G. de Lorraine de si 
fachiux propos.** Keith Append. 133. and in Mary^s letter to 
^^iizaheth, qui m'oste le subject de vous ecnr^d'wf* sifacheuje 
st'de. Haynes, 4G9. 

^•^ R^tncmher how.] A misprint for you ; Souvepearvou^. In 
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' This day I have wrote till two of the clock upon thi^ 
bracelet, to put the key m the clift of it, which is tied with 
two laces. I have had so little time that it is very ill, but 
I will make a fairer, and in the n^eantime take heed that 
none of those that be here, do see it, for all the world 
Urould know it, for I have made it in haste in their prer 
sence. I go to my tedious talk. You make me dissemble 
so much, that I am afraid thereof with horroi^r, and you 
make me almost to play the part of a traitor. Remember 
that if it were not for obeying you, I had rather be dead. 
My heart blecdefh for it. To be short, he will not con>c 
but with condition that I shall promise to be with him as 
heretofore, at bed and board, and that I shall forsake him 
no more, and upon my word he would do whatsoever I 
will, and will come, but he hath prayed me to tarry till 
after to morrow. He hath spoken at the first more plea- 
santly, as this bearer shall tell you, upon the m^ttpr ^qf jthe 
Inglishmen and of his departure ; but in the endh® cotneth 
to his gentleness again. He hath told me, among other 
talk, that he knew well that my brother had told me at 
Stirling that which he had said there, whereof he denied 
the half, and specially that he was in his chamber. But 
now to make him trust me, I must feign something unto 
him, and therefore when he desired me to promise that 



her letters to Elizabeth, *• Souvenex-vous que j'ay tenu pro- 
niessQS. AncJ^rspn, iv. 49. Sguvenez'^voiis que je vous ay dit, 
Aug. 13, i568. Calig. c. i. and in her letters to Norfolk, « I 
must rememler you of your own (herself) at times." Hardwicke 
State Papers,!. 19ll. 

** Ndofiar.'\ For, " na eftir" in the extracts of the Scotch 
commissioners and those obvious mistakes of the English 
press, are converted by Whitaker into proofs of forgery. 

** Quhllluther morne.'}^ In the^ English, " till after to-morrow," 
aprh demain j Sunday that she remained with the king. • 
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xhy bnithcr had schewin mc that thing quhilk he Bad 
^oken in Strivelling : of the quhilk he denyb the anc 
half, and above all, that ever he cum in his chamber. For 
to make him traist mc, it behovit me to fayne in sum 
thingis with him ^^ : therefoyre quhen he requestit mc to 
promeise unto him, that quhen he was hail, we sould haif 
both ane bed ^^. I sayd to him, fayningly, and making me 
to beleve his promisis, that gif he changit not purposis ^^ 
betugt this and that time, I wald be content therewith, 
bot in the meane tyme I bad him take heid that he let na 
body wit thereof: because to speike amangis our selfis,the 
lordis could nat be oflFendit, nor wyll evill thairfoyr. But 
they wald feire in respect of the boasting he mayd of tham, 
that if ever we aggreit togidder, he should make tham 
know the litil compt they tuke of him : and that he coun- 
sallit me not to purches sum of tham by him : thay for 
thys cans wald be in jelosy, gif attanis^^ without thayr 
knawlege, I sould breke the play ^7 set up in the contrair * 
in thayr presence. He sayd very joyfully : And thinke 
you thay will esteme you the mayr of that : b(jt I am very 
glad that you speike to me of the lordis, for I beleve at 
thys time ye desire that we shold leif togidder in quietnes ; 
Sot gif it wer utherwayis, greitter inconvenience might 
come to us baith than we are ware of : but now I will do 
quhat evir ye will do, and will lufe all that ye lufe, and de- 
syres you to make tham lufe in like maner ; for sithe they 
seeke nat my lyfe, I lufe thame al equally. Upoun this 
poynt this berar will schewyou many small thinges^. Be- 
- , ' 

^3 // bshovit me to fayne in sum thingis with ^im#3 J^n the 
English, *< I must fei^n something unto him," each a literal 
translation of, II faut que je hiif eigne quelque chose, 

^^ That we sould half both ane bed.] ** Make but one bed," in 
the English ; que nous neferions qu^un lit^ in which the original 
idiom can admit of no dispute. 
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when he should be wellj we should make but one bed, I 
told him (feigning to believe bis fair promises) that if he did 
Aot change his mind between this time and that) I was con- 
tentedj so as he would say nothing thereof, for (to tell it 
between us two) the lordswished.no ill to him, but did 
fear lest, considering the threatening which he made ia 
case we did agree together, he would make them feel the 
small account they have made of him, and that he would 
persuade me to pursue some of them, and for this respect, 

should be in jealousy, if \ J ^^ > ^^ ^ J without their 
•^ - ' (at one instant ) 

knowledge I did break the game made to the contrary in 
their presence. And he said unto me very pleasant and 
merry, think you that they do the more esteem you there- 
fore ? But I am glad that you have talked to me of the 
lords. I hope that you desire now that we shall live a 
happy life, for if it were otherwise, it could not be but 
greater inconvenience should happen to us both than you 
think. But I will do now whatsoever you will have me do. 
•I will love all those that you shall love, and so as you make 
them to love me also. For so as they seek not my life, I 
love them all egally. Therupon I have willed this bearer 
to tell you many pretty things, for I have too much to write, 
and it is. late, and I trust him upon your word. * To be 
short, he will go any where upon my word* Alas! I never 
deceived any body, but I remit myself wholly to your will. 



*^ Making me to heieve-^gif he changtt not purports,'] Me faisant 
croire, s'il ne changoit de propos. 

** AttanuS] Dans vn instant ; which is twice translated " at 
•ne instant," and *• by and by" interlined in the English 
version. 

^T BreUtheplay.l Briserlejeu. 

^^ Many small thinges.1 Plufiieurs hellsj chose f : pretty things, 
iif the English version. 



talis I haif over iiiikle to write, arid It !§ lait, t gief iraisi 
unto him upon your word. Summa, he will ga upoun my 
Word to all places* Alas, I nevir dcceivit any bbdy ^ but 
1 remit me altogidder to your will*?. Send me advertise-^ 
ment quhat I sail do 7% and quhatsoever thing sail come 
thereof^ I sail obey you; Advise to with yoUr self if jt 
can finde out ony mair secrete iilventioan by medicine 7'| 
for he should take medicine and the bath at Craigmillar; 
He may not cum forth of the house this Itng time ?*. 
Summa, by all that I can lerne, he is in greit suspicioun : 
and yit, notwithstanding, he geives credeit to my word; 
bot yit not so faire that he will schew^ny thing to me; 
Bot, ncvirthelesse, I sail draw it out of him, gif ye will 
that I avow all unto him. But I Will never rdjoycfe to dit 
fame (dissave) any body that trustis in me ; yit^ notwith- 
standing, ye may commahd me in all thingis* HaVe n6 



^ / remit me altogidder toy out *ibliL'\ Ji rlCen rappoif'te a votre 
volont6 , of which the reflected verb is preserved in the trans» 
lation. 

7^ Quhai I sail do.'] Whether to carry the king to Craigmil- 
ler, or to the Kirk of Field. 

7* By medtctneJ] Explained by Goodall, i. 327. without medi- 
cine, for which he quotes a MS. of the Latin Detection, in 
which it was translated, medicinam quaih per, as in the French 
translation, que par hreWoage, The bnly known copy of the De- 
tection written before the publication of the Latin edition, k 
Caligula, D. i. ; but the passage in question was obliterated 
by the fire in the Cotton Library, October 23, 1731, aboyd 
twenty years before Goodall published. From the context, 
and from the English version, " it is obvious that some moi^ 
secret invention by medicine, for he iy^W^/^iir medicine atnd 
the batli at Craigmiller," can no more sigmf j without medicine, 
(than which there was nothing more secret to be found,) than 
by sea, in Beton's letter, (No. X.) that Bastian returned from 
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tmd send me vrord what I shall do, and whatsoever happen 
to mc, I will obey you. Think also if you will not find 
sbme invention more secret by physick, for he is to take 
physick at Craigniillar, and the bath aho, and shall not 
come forth of long time. To be short, for that I can 
learn, he hath great suspicion, and yet, nevertheless, trust- 
eth upon my word, but not tell me as yet any thing; how- 
beit, if you will that I shall avow him, I Will know all of 
him, but I shall never be willing to beguile one who put- 
terh his trust in mc. Nevertheless, you may do all, and do 



France by land. To obviate the imputation of poison, Good- 
all quotes and describes the MS. as the identical copy present- 
ed to Elizabeth, yet he durst not specify v;here it was lodged. 
The Detectio Marise Caligula, D. I., uniformly describes: 
Murray, qu nunc est prorexy which was altered in the Latin edi- 
tion to prorex posteafuity and in one place to postea prorexy nunc 
et ipse occisus est. The interlineations are in a different hand 
from the text ; and the running margin is different from both; 
nor are the corrections always observed In the printed edition. 
The Action and Letters are annexed in the same hand, which 
might at first seem to indicate, that tlie whole was Bucha- 
* nan's. But the Action contains no note of time, to ascertain 
whether it was written before, or after Murray's death ; whom 
the MS. of the Detection never mentions, witliout the ad- 
dition, qui nunc est prorex^ as then alive. As every such allu- 
sion is avoided in the Action, I conclude that the MS. in 
question was a fair copy, corrected and submitted to Cecil 
by Wilson, before his autograph was sent to the press. Asa 
farther confirmation, the title of the Action is superinduced 
upon the margin, and the title of the Letters is left blank, to 
be supplied, together with the running margin of the Action 
and Letters, when sent to the press. 

7^ He may not cum forth of the hous$ this Jang time."] II ne peut 
pas sortir du logjs de long terns. 
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fcvxll opinion of me for that caus, by reason ye ax*c the oc-» 
casionn of it your sclfc, because for jny awin particular re- 
Tcngc I wald not do it to him. He geves roe sum checke? 
of that quhilk I fearit yea even in the quicke 7^, he sayis 
Ays far, that his faultis were publeist, bot thare is that com- 
HMttcs fiiultis that bekves thay wil nevir be spoken of, and 
yit thay will spcikc of greit and small* As towart the lady 
Reres, he sayd, I pray God that sche may serve you for 
your honor. And sayd, it is thought, and he beleves it to be 
trcw, that I haif not the power of myselfe unto myselfe "•*. 
and that because of the refuse I maid^^ of his oiFeris. Sum- 
ma, forcertaintic he suspects of the thing ye knaw, and of 
hys lyif 76. But as to the last, how sone that I spake two or 
thrc gudc wordis unto hym, he rejoicis and is out of dout^ 
I saw him not this evening, for to esd your bracelet, to the 
qnhilke I can get no lokkis, ^7, it is reddy to thara, and yet 
I fcarc that it will bring some malheur, and may be seehe 



?5 He geves me sum checkes — yea even m the quicke.3 In the 
English version, " He giveth me certain charges^ and thes<? 
strong ;'* a different translation of the same word and phrase, 
H m'a doime quelque atteintesy ou'tjusqu^au vif; which Tytler ha? 
also transmuted into a Scotch proverb. 

'-* That I haife not the power of myselfe unto myselfe. J 
Que je n*ay pasnlans moi*meme, de moi-m^me; a French 
phrase, of which the Scotch and English are harsh transla- 
tions* 

^5 ne refuse I maid,'] Le refus que je fis. ' 

7^ Summ-dy for certaintie he suspects of the thing ye knaw, and 
ffhys lyifX Somme, pour certain il (1^') soup9onne de ce que 
vous savez, et de sa vie. 

T! Lokkis.'} Clasps, Engl. -<^r^j, which the Scotch trans- • 
later mistook for locks* * But the English version removes tlie 
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fidt esteem xhe the less therefore^ for fou are the cwse 
thereli^. For^ for my own reveiige» I would not do it* 
He givah me certain chargesy (and these Strong) of that that 
I fear, even to say that his faults be, published^ but there be 
that commit ^me secret faults, and fear not to have them 
spokmi ji^ so lov^dely^ and that there is speech of greate and 
sm^9 imd even touching the lady Reres> he said God grant 
that she iserve you to your honor^and that anymaynot think, 
rior he neither, that mine own power was not in myself, 
seeing Idid refuse his offers. To conclude, for assuretyhe 
mistriisteth her of that that ye know, and £or his life. But 
in the end, after I had spoken two or three good words to 
him, he was very ixlerfy and glad. I have not ^een him this « 
night for ending your bracelet, but I can find no clasps 
for it, it IS ready thereunto, and yet I fear lest it should 
bring you ill hap, of that it should be knoWn if you were 
hurt J send me word whether you will have it, and mofc 
money, and when I shSiU return, amd how fkr I may speak. 

Now as far as I Derceive V'^'^ ^^^ '* ""^^ ^^^^ ^^"^^ 
*^ \I may do much without you. 

Gesse you whither I shall not be suspected* As for thfc 

rest, he is mad when he hears of Ledihton, and of you, 

and my brother. Of your brother he Saycth nothing, 

parent con^adictton in the Scotch, that the queen could find 
tut hUist when in a former pas^ge, she had wrought till 
tnva houn to' put the key within the lock or cleft ; damh trtm^ 
The . bracelet, I suppose, had an ornamental or false lock and 
key, but was fastened beneath with two cords, instead of 
clasps, which she could not procure at Glasgow. In revert* 
ing to that circumstance, she asks Bothwell whether be 
would have th^ bracelet,' which she forbcM-e to send in that 
unfinished state ) but having promised to make am fairer^ 
sheiafl^erwards sent both by Paris upon her return to Liiv* 
lith^w. Paris's Second Confession. 
Vol. IL N 
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if ycchaunce to be hurt^'. Advertise me If ye wffl h$xe 
it) and if ye will have mair. sitvnr^ and quhea I $baU re* 
turne, and how hr I may spcikeK He inragis ^ quhetf 
he hearis of Lethington» or of you» or of my brot^r* Of 
I your brother hesp^is nathyng^', he speik$ of the Eric 

of Arg^. I am in fcir quhen i heare him speike i for he> 
iMsaris htftiself that he he^ not ane evill opii»iQi4n of hiak 
He spdkes natfaing of tfaam that is oat ^i nonther gqde nor 
eyill, but fleis that point. . His £ider kepis his chambert 
I h^if not scene him; AH the Hammiltonis ^ir hdr, that 
ticcompanies me verie honorably ^. All the frendis of the 
tiither conVeyis me qnheo I gang to se hitti. He desii:is me 
» to come> andaee him rjse.\kc mome betime. For tor make 



7* Son^e malhtfOr, ami maj^ be sum if ye chmnce to be hurt.'] ' 
Quelque malbeitr* It is certain from the dress and.fMctures of 
theage* that bracelets were Qever worn by men ^' nor was 
•Bothwell's bracelet intended to be seen* But we discover in- 
.oidentally» fromBirrePs Diary, that in his rencounter with the 
!thief litLiddesdaiet he wz&deidly*u^unded in f be hand in the Oc* 
,tober :preceding ; from: Pari^'s First Confession, that he re- 
quired his assistance, le detacher , to untruss his points^ within 
a fortnight after this letter was written ; and from Hepbijm^s 
Confession, that in returning to the palace after the murder, 
he was afmid to leap a broken part of the town waU, beeaute 
. • efhis lair hand* The que^n therefore, who sent the bracelet for 
• to be worn, either as a secret favour, or for fastening the 
- bandage of his sair i^aii^, was* afraid that it might be seen and 
^ known, if his maimed band should receive any hurt. An ap- 
prehension at first sight so apparently groundless^ bestows 
' additional c<9nfirmation oft the letters when explained* 

79 And flow far I may speaker} JR^eferring to a former pas- 

' sage» that'^ would draw a]l j^ot^df him, ** gif yd^will that I 

-avow- all unto him," Bat a whole sentinee is added in* the 

English version, with a*part of ihe«triginal French iflteriiiied. 
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hot o£ the £ai4 of AtgyW^e'-Aoth \ I am aliraid of him to 
Ikt^ him talk,«t the least he^ssur^h Hitt^^eif that he hatb 
iai i\i opfnioa of him. - He s|)e,ak€th nothing of these 
ibroad, ndther good nor ill, but avoidcth speaKng of 
them. His father kce|ring his chamber I have hot iefea 
him. • All the Hamiltons be here, who accompany m^ 
very fionestly. All the friends of the others do come al- 
ways when I go to visit him. He hath s^nt to me, and 
jprayeth me to see him rise to morrow in the morning early. 
To be shprt, this bearer shall disclose unto yop the rest. 



*' Now as far as I can perceive, j^ay bten la vogue avec vousi^ 
not that sie could do much without hinty but, I am in such vogue 
with you, guess you therefore whether I shall not be sus^ 
l^ected ; if she jihould speak any farther of Bothewll, in order 
to draw from her husband |us su^icions or designs. <^ As to 
the rest," in the next sentence, limits her question how far she 
might speak, to her apprehension of being suspected if she 
spoke farther of Bothwell ; and where the whole sentence is 
omitted in the Scotch as unintelligible, the original French 
phrase, interlined as of doubtful import, and actually noisua" 
derstood, in the' English version, affords the most incontes- 
tible proofs of the French original. 

^ He inragis.] II enrage. ' , 

*' Ofypztr brother iespeiiU naytliitig.'J De votre frere ij ne dit 
rien ; of which the inversion is peculiarly French. 

■* TIfam that is out*"] Quails sont Siu dehors ; though particu- 
larly applicable to George Douj^las, Damley's uncle, ex- 
cluded from the indemnity, it may allude in general to Mor- 
ton and his associates, who were still prohibited to approach 
. within seven miles of the, court. 

^3 y^ honor^lie.] Iq the English version, " very ho- 
nestly,'* (trh bonnitemfni) both derived from the same w- 
ginaU 
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ft:hort, this berar will tell ydu tlie rest; And if I tpir&d 
any thing heir, I w jU make you nieinoriaU at evin K He 
vyll tell you the occasioun of my remaining* Burne this 
Utter, for it is ovir dangerous^ and na thing well sayd ini 
it : for I am thinkand upoun nadxing but fascherie^^, H 
you be in Edinburgh at the reccit of it, send me worde 
sOne *». Be not offcndit, for I geif not ovir grcit credeit* 
Now seying to obey you, my deir lufe, I spare nouther hon 
por, conscience, hasarde, nor greitnes quhatsumeyir, take 
}t, I pray you, in gude pairt : and not eftir the interpreta* 
Huntley, tion of your false gude brother : to quhomc I pray you 
gyif na credit, aganis the maist faithfull lufiar that 
HothwtU't €vir ye had, or evir sail haif. Se nat hir quhaies faynit 
ownc Wife. ^.^^^ should nat be sa mickle praysit nor estcemit, as the 
trew and faythfuU travail, quhilke I sustayne for to merit 
hir place. For obtayning of the quhilke agains my natu- 
ralP7, 1 betray is thamethat may impesche me. God fOr- 



U I «Jy// make^oM memorial at eyin.'] Je vous ferai memoire 
au soir. Memoir and memorial are notes for remembrance ; 
fatte memoire, to take notes. 

'5 Nathing 5a/fascherie.] Fash and fashious» (troublesome) 
are common in Scotch* but the French word Jdcberie (grief, 
vexation) was seldom or never used. 

^ Send me word svne.'] Whether to carry the king to Edin- 
burgh, or to (Craigmiller. 

^ Fpr detdyning of the quhtlle against my naturall.] Pour I'ob- 
- tenir contre mon naturel ; a French word retained in the 
translation. To appropriate the word indisputably to Mary, 
she wi-ites in her subsequent letters to Elizabeth, " Avant que 
votre bon naturel s'est commence ^ faire paroitre," Hayne5,4f69. 
'* Or, votre honueur, promesse, bon natur^y coeur de lion, et 
auctorite parle pour nioi." August 3d, 1568, Calig. C. I. « La- 
quelle sentant plus de defiance que je n*en veulx avoir de voire 
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and if I learn any thing, I will make every night a meporla} 
thereof. He shall tell you the cau$e qf my stay. Burn 
this letter, for it is too dangerous, neither is there any 
^ thing well said in it, for J think upon npthing hut upon 
grief if ypu be at Edinburgjit 

Now if to please yqii, my ^ezv life, I sp^^ neither honori 
consciences nor hazard, ]:^)r greatness, take it in good part^, 
apd not according to the interpretation of your false bro-r 
ther in law, to whpxn I pray you give no credit against the 
most faithfuU lover that ever you had or shall have* See 
not also her whose feigned tears you ought not more to 
regard than the true travails which I endure to deserve her 
place, for obtain ihg of which, against my own nstt^re 1 4o 
betray thpse that cqi|14 Ictt n^e, God forgive xpe, an4 give 
you, n>y only friend, the good luck and prosperity th?it 
your humble and faithfuU lover doth wish unto you, who 
hopeth shortly to be another thing unto you, for the reward 
of my pains. I have not made one word, and it is very 
late, although I should never be weary in writing to yoi?, 
yet will I end, after Ji^iswng of your hands. Ij^^jfuse Wf 



bon n^ittr^l" Sep- Istt ib. *^ Et plus yotre honp^ur et bon .««- 
/tfr*/feront forces de paroitre." Sep. 24, ibid. And ^g^in \vt 
her celrfjr^ed letter on {lliaAb^Ch's amours, 4* CogRoissant le 
nqHuri flc la cpmpt^s$.' • Mw^dio* 55a. The same word occurs 
in Mflfray's 'answer to a letter from Mary,. August 7, 1568. 
*i I have r^^aivit your hienes letter tHe soume qiAiiroff con* . 
sists i^hieflierin Ibe accusation of my unthankfulness and ewl-^ 
natunth^* Anderson, iv. 117^. But his evil natiiral i$ xridcn^y - 
the French phrase,. f9tr:j»ativaix hatwrel {yuk hontme d'un 
hon, 4^9 mm^Mi m^i^(U Teiort^d ires^ her t>Nm: letter as: 
a^rPfFrobrioijt^ epkheti m^.th^r^^rstimespa-eemof tnms«. 
ipitipttryras ne9PS5aF5M,§(lrimber l^tt^tto jBoA!^«lfeJt^Jlim)ltfuc« 
tfe?:Wpr^iptO'^^^Scotch| / \ '\ :,.- i ,^ j o •::-;•": .:' s 
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gyif mc, and God gyif you my oficty lufe the hap aiict pros- 
peritie, quhilk your humble ztid faytlifull luit desiris unto 
you *•, quha hopis to be shortlife ahc uth^r thyiig to you, 
for the reWart of my irksum travdUis. It is lait, rdcsir<** 
ncvir to ceisse fra writyng unto you, yit now after the kiss- 
ing of your hands I wil end my letter. Excuse my ^vill 
Halting, and read it twice over. Excuse that thing that is 
scribled , for I had no paper yesterday, quhen 1 wrait that 
of the memoriall. Remember upon you luif ^, and write 
unto hyr, and that verie oft. Love me as I sal do you. 
Remember you of the purpoes of the lady Reres. 

Of the Inglismen. 

Of his moder. . 

OftheErleof Argile. , ^ 

* Of the Erie Bothvile. 

Of the lugeing in Edinbrough^. 



^ QuhlHyour — ^/f/i/* desiris untoyoti.J Que votfe amante v6us 
Jeitre. To desire prosperity t6 one, (je vouS Je^re totite sorte • 
des prosp6rites (Diet de PAcad.) is peculiarly French. 

^ Remember upon your lutf."} Souvenez vous de voire amie, 
Sot^ene% vous du propos de Madame Reres ; phrases harsh in 
Scotch.. 

9^ Remember jon*^ the lugeir^ in Edinhroughi^ SoutfiniX 

vonsi in the common stile of a French tnembrandtim, may 
be addressed either to herself or td Botbfwell, t«^ich nmden 
it doubtful wbeQusr the second series of note^ be the -me- 
liioranduins of Vndiy'f and as such omitted Iti the Eng- 
lish versioa, or the credit given ta the bearer altKe Scottish 
commissioDeri supposed in their extracts. Thej may be 
traced, all' but tMiie J{»*ofys«Krtdife^/«^ a fdrgotteti topit) in' 
thepostscrit^t or 'see($iid pait bf the letter; cbm^idiKf '<^%lifi f^bi-^ 
pt7se'(dr th^Mag^ toiiv)$rs(a^on) 6f itk%^ftdy Reres; bf^he 
Englishmen; of the Earl of Argylei of tb« $)aA B6th4 
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evil writing} and read it over twice. Excuse also that I 
scribbled, for I had yesternight no paper, when I took the 
paper of a memorial- Pray remember your friend, and 
write unto her, ^d often; love me always as I shall Jove 
you. 



well; of the lodging in Edinburgh/' which is twice implied ; 
but of these topics, the first and last may be found also in her 
vei1>al instructions to Paris ; ( Second Confession; ) the second 
is referred to the bearer in the letter itself; and BothwelPs 
name in the third person, is the only c^ertain indication that 
these were memorandums, like those in the middle, for ihe 
^a^n's own use. 



N4 



1« . APPENPIX, 



LETTER IL 



^ Letter ivritteti by hirfrom Glasgow to Botbwett^ 
f roving hir hate to hir hmhand^ and some suspicions 
of practising hys deaths quhilk letter was written in 
French^ and here ensueth translatit word for word^ 

II S9mble qtt aveequ$5 vostre ab^en^e soit Joynt Poublyj veu. 
qi/au partir vous me profnistes d§ vos nouvelles^ JSt toutesfoys 
Je rien puis epprehdre^ isfc, 

IT appcaris that with your absence there is abwa joinit 
forgctfulnes, scand that at your departing* you promisit to 
make n^e advertisement of yonr newij frpm tyoie to tyme. 
The awaytyng upon tham yesterday ' causit mc to be aU 
maist in sip jqy as I^ wijl be at your returning, ^uhiU^ yo 
have delayit langer then your promise waj *• As to me^ 
'hpwbei^, I have n^ further newi? fro.m ypu, according to 

» ■ ■ ■ . * i .y ■ a if i5 ■>■■ t '■ ■* ■■■ n 

* ThQ jLwaytyng upon tham yesterday,'] EJn les attendant hier» 
(expecting to hear frpm Ixim) an appropriate French phrase, of 
^hich, the awaiting npon news ^ is a literal and )iarsh translation. 

* Causit me to be kialmaltt sic joy Ax I will be ^ y^ur rituming^ 
quhilk {xitvfs) ye have delayit langer then yoi^ Promis^ was,'} Ei^ 
les attendant hier me causer^nt presqu* autant. de joi^ que 
J'en aurai i votrp retour, que vous avez dtffirees plus long temj^ 
que votre prpmess^. Here the peculiar construction of the 
French participle, vous m^ p^ovnistes de vo« f^uyelks^-^en les^ 
jittend^nt— y«* VOUs ^vez dtget^ee^y at pn^e removes th^ funbi? 
guity of the translations, Bothwell had promised, not tp 
fetum, hut tp Ipt heir hear fyom him yesterday, whiph he had 
deferred longer than his promise ws^s ; and, to authenticate 
|he letters, the obvious meaning pf the passage, can be ex- 
pressed literally in np ol;h^r ^ax) in the p;-i^in^ l^Pglr^^g^ 
g5^Vpl,I.p,2&0, , * .' 
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my eomxhlBiomi ^ I-bryng the man with me to Craigmilbf 
«L{>(m Mondiy^quhair he wil be all Wednesday, and I will 
gang* to E den b urg h to draw blude of me % gif in the meane 
tyme I get «a newes in the contrarie fra you. He b mair 
gjxf then erir ^ ye saw. him,' he puttis me in remembrance 
ti ;dl thyngis that may make me beleve he luffis me. 
Stimma ye will say that he makis love to me ^ of the 
quhilk I take sa greit plesure, that I entir nevir quhair he 
is, but incontinent I take the seiknes of my sore side, I am 
sa troublit with it 7. Gif Pareis bryngis me that quhiike I 



3 AecorJyng to my eommissloun,'^ Suivant ma comnussion ; 
her instructions or orders since she has heard no farther ; 
^uoique je n'aye plds de nouvelles, from Bothwell. 

"'*' Td dtanu hlude of me,'\ .For the pain in her side ; and this 
passage, no doubt, led the English translator to mistake //^imt 
foi" iai^gnefy in 'the first letter. 

^ Malr gay then mr.] Plus gai que" jamais. Damley, hi» 
therto confined to bed, had desired her last night, " to come 
gnd see Wm rise the morn betyme," (le voir se lever demain;) 
and she describes his health and gaiety that morning to Both- 
well. All this is inconsistent, says Whitaker, with his being 
/'still so we^k as to be conveyed in a litter to Edinbui^h ; as 
if gaiety were incompatible with his convalescence, and unex* 
pected reconciliation with the queen, his wife. 
. * Makis love to me.3 In the extracts of the Scotch commis- 
goners, ^' he makes the court to me ;" a literal translation* of 
tire French p]irase,y<sirr la courts altered to, " makes love to 
xne,** in the interval between the Latin translation (me cum 
summa observantia ambiat et <7Qlat) and the press* 

y Of the quhilk t take $a ^ekt plesure, that I entir, nevfe" 

' quhairhe is, but incomincnt / take the seiknet ^f my tore side J am 

^ sa troitblit ^ih& i/.] Donfjefrend cant deflaUir que je H^entre 

^^arrfah ou si est, gti'mitMneni j'ai -mal au c6tc; j'en suis $i 

fachee, with ^e court he paid.. To accommodate the seii^e 

jb '^e English reader, " ms^ke^^tlfe court" in the extracts, was 
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send Irfxn tdt ^ I trtfst it 8»U amead me.r lgP7,.gc(^ -a^vecr 
tise me of your sicwea at jengtiiji) and .^ubat^f^l/dc^Ja 

altered, « to nta"kefi love ;" *« fascbit,*^ to ««'(Mrt)U«;Hbiit from 
those alterations, to <kmonstrate the forgery bfiitbe ari^nftl^ 
with "which the translation was exjiressly collated and tQa4e 
to accord, will require new atgtiflients,- a«id new, iateUftcts to 
comprehend tiieir force* 

* That quhilk I send hym for.] She intimates that she would 
come t» Edinburgh on Wednesday to let blood, without as«* 
signing the cause to Botliwell, to vc\ m her complaint was 
known. She informs him, hoviever, Tronlcally, thai she enters 
^ tiever "where her hasband is1>ut the pai^ reci^s ; and expects 

to be amended if Paris brings what she s^nds .him for; evi- 
dently some medi^ae to reliieve fjae pain in her side^ which her 
long' letter and late watching the preceding iugbt» were ^jif- 
€cient to produce. AU thi$, however natural^ and .sufficient t9 
appropriate the letters to Mary, might have ocpurred, it is 
€aid, t« the forgers, who must have know|i her habitual^om* 
plaints. Tytler, i. 26S. Whitaker, ii. 248. Put the only pre^ 
ceding intimation of her -complaint^ is in.Le Croip's letter, to 
whom she complained at the baptism, ^'Qme son cdteiuifaiso^ 
j^and mal: " (Goddall'^MSS.) the oe^t is after ,t]ie conferences 
tflt England, when the letters were produced* Haynes^ 510. I^ 
a subsequent letter to Norfolk;, << I have taken ^00?^ me4icu^ 
this day, and hare a little access, of an ague, Mr0»j'i& the fain, t;^ 
my side J wherefore I will pray yOu rd fsoetife me that I writa not 
at more length." Murdln, 158^ lla^ .coincidence betweca.tW|» 
and her letter to B6thwell, is something more than fo^tai- 
touls ; as thait which was ^nat\iral and unavoidable to Mary 
when the pain was actually present, was th^ lastmcum^tance 
likely to occur to tbeforgers^ ^ ^e dii^anpe^ of many ZK^90ths, 
when her complaints were vfd|rgot$»;i, rBut the fortuitous 
coincidence of the supposed f(H'^ry».h<^ in the.disea^ ai^d in 
the : medicine, with ; a genuine kttei^, f^^ a^ sui^scqijent . da^e» 
would be surprising indefed. ' „ ...,-' 

■ u 9 Of your newerat kf^th^ 'iQfXO& "MfUwlle^ au^long } letPJe 
hear from you at length. 



case ye be not rettii-ftit quhen 1 am come tharc, for 111 case* 
ye wotk not wislfe 1 see that the hale bufdyng of this Ml 
fkll upon iny ihbuMws. Pn)vide for ail thing, and dicours 
upon it first with your sclfe ***. I 'send this by Betoun, quha 
gais'to ane day 6f law d^ the ^alrd of Balfotiris. I will say 
ria further, iautfyng thkt I jx-ay you to send me gude'hewej 
of your voyage '*/ • From Glascow this Saterday in the 
ihornyng. ' 

LETTER III. • 
An other letter to Bothwell of her kve to him. 

J* ay veille plus tard la haut que ie n*eusse /ak^ si (e ffeust 
este pour tirer te que ceporteur vq^s dira^ ^ue ie tr^ve la plus 
belb cotnmoJite pour excmer vostre if sir i qui ce pourrAt pre^^ 

* 1 have wakit laiter thairup theh I wald have done, if it 
had nat bene tb draw sum thyng out of hym, quhilk this 
hearer will shew you, quhilke is the fayrest commoditie 
that can be offcrit .to excuse your affairs. I have pro-. 



'® Provide for all things, and discouTS upon ttJirst'witbjouTseifc.^ 
iPourvoyez a tout et d'abord discoure% *vous mime sur cela; in 
the extracts of the Scottish commissioner^, " discourse upon 
It first yourself.*'* Discourir signified formerly not only to dis- 
course, but to peruse, examine, search, survey; ttn dispours^ a ^ 
survey, examination, pondering of things in the mind ; (Cot- 
grave.) and the French idiom, *• discourse upon (examine, 
consider) it first yourself,*' was altered at Westminster, to 
discpurse upon it first with yourself, as less unintelligible in 
English. 

-" Sauffyng that I pray you .to send me gude newes of your 
Voyage.] Saufgue^je vous prie de m'envoyerde bonnes ??o«- 
^jellet de votre voyage; let me hear the success of your voyage, 
ip the Frefich acceptation of voyage for journey. 
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mbit to bring him to htm the morne. Put order unto it if 
ye findc it gudc '. Now, syr, I have broken my promisct 
because ye commaundit me nouther to write nor send unto 
you : yit I haif not done this to offend you* And if ye 
knew the feirc that I haif prcsa^tly *, ye wald not haif sa 
many contrairie suspiciounis in your thought ^ quhilk not- 
withstanding I treate and cherish as procedyng fro the 
, thing in the world that I maist desier *, and sekis fastest ta 
haif, quhilk is your.gude grace *• Of the quhilk my be* 

" Put order to^ U if ye find it gude.] Me^te% y ordre si vous 
irouvex bon^ To put order to a thing is indisputably French. 
In Mary's letter to Elizabeth, Aug. 23, " Mettre tel ordre que 
je paisse/' 156$. Cal. C. L and in Bothwell's message by 
Paris, to the queen at Glasgow, ^ Monsieur Jaque Balfour et 
moi navons dermis toute la nuict, nous avons mii ordre en 
toute, et avons appreste'lelogis." Paris's Second Confession, 

* The feire that J haif presently, "^ h&feur quefay a present. 

3 So many eontrari^ tuspicioums in your thou^htsy^ Ta^^ de soup^ 
gons eontraires cnfeiisie* 

* The thing in the world that t maist desier.'} La chose du mondt 
que je desire le plus, e^^ue je cherche le/Au^ lurement a avoir $ 
and the same pnrase is repeated twice in a letter to £lizabe(b» 
Aug. 26, 1568. " Je vtnis jure devant Dieu, que je ti? s9a| 
chose du mondede leur venue," ** Je vous assure que votrQ amit^Q , 
qu'il vous plait m'piFrir, sera rescue avant to^t^ ki chafes d^ 
monde.'' Calig. C. 1. 

5 Quhilk is your gude grace. J P'ofre lonne grace. To obtain^ 
stand well, or to be in one's good graces/i^ the English, to de^ 
sirf one's good grace, is the. French idiom ; to be found in the 
same letter to Elizabeth ;. ** Ma bonne soeur n'entrez en ja- 
lousie pour faulx rapports Aq celle qui ne desire que votre honns 
grace. ^' Ibid. In an early letter to her mother^ Maxy offers, 
*' tres humbles recommendations a ^otre bonne .grofc,** (Adv. 
Xib.) And Bothwell desires Paris on his return to Glasgow, 
'** me recommendcz a 2a bonne grace. ^^ lu th^ saift^ strain p( 
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l^atitiar sHaU assure me : is to me I shall nevir disf^yt of 
k* ' And prayis you* according to your promeis to dis« 
charge your heart unto me^: otherwayis I urill think that' 
mf nialheurand the gude handlyi^ of hir? that hes not 
the tfairde patrt of the fa3rthfuil |idr willing obedience unto 
you that I heir ^yhes wonne aganis my will that aYauntage 
9ver me> quhilke the second love of Jason wan. Not that 
I will compare you to ane sa unhappy as he was, nor yit my 
seUe to ane sa unpitiful a woman 9 as sche. Howbeit, ye 
cans me to be sumquhat like unto hyr in any thing that 
tQuchis you, or that may preserve and keip you unto hir, 
to quhome onely ye appertaine '*> : if it be sa that I may 
appropriate that quhilk is wonne through faythfuU yea \ 



gallantry^ Mary desires only his go&d grace ^ his affection or 
love ; la chose du monde qu'elle desire le plus. 

* And prayis you — to discharge your heart unto me.] Je 
vous prie de me decharger votre coeur; a French idiom that oc- 
curs repeatedly in Mary's letters. «* J'ay beaucoup de choses 
de quoi je me tUchargerois volontiers le caur a vous de bouche,a 
notre avantage commune 5" to Elizabeth, Aug. IS, 1568. 
Calig. C. 1. " II faut que j*employe si peu de vie et de force 
qui me reste,pour detant ma mort,vous decharger plainement 
man eaur de mes justes et lamentables plaintes.*' Tytler, ii. 41 8* 
T6 discharge the conscience is an English phrase; but to 
discharge the heart to another, is altogether French. 

7 The gude handling of hir.'] Altered from the gude composing 
(bftn maintien) in the extracts of the Scotch commissioners. 
I^fra. V 

* That hes not the thirde fatrt of the faythfuU nor willing obe- 
dience unto you that I beir.] Qui n'a point la troisieme partie 
de l*ohi'usanc€ Jidellej ni de la volonte que je voUs parte. To 
bear obedience to one is a French idiom. 

9 To ane sa unpit'tful a woman.'] A une femme si impitoyable. 
'• To quhom onely ye appertaine.'} A laqudle iseule vous ap* 
partenez. 



190 APPENDIX. 

anety li^^g of you» as I do and aaUido. ail tbt dxynt^natff 
. lyfb, for payne or cvHl that can ciusie ti^mf. lu recoim 
pense of the quhilk, aqd of : all the evils, qtihilk ye htire 
ben cause of ito m£, retfuiifibcat you upon the place heir be^ 
side''. I crave with that ye keepe pknime to mie dui 
morne ^*9 but ^^hat ve may meit. together % itnd that y< 
geve na ^yt h to suspiciottns without the certaintip of thainw 
And I crave na other d^yng at Ood^ but th|t ye may kno\^ 
that thyng that is in my fcart, qukilke is yoiws '4, and that 
he in«j.y pi^e^erve you from all evilly at the least sa lang as I 
have life,' quhilk I repute not precious unto mte, except in, 
sa farre as it and I baith, are agreeabill unto you. I. am 
going to bcdj and will bid you gude night. Advertise me 
tymgly in the mQrnyng how ye have farenj for I will J>e id 



" In recompense of the quhilk, W of all the evils guhsli ye 
haveben cause of to me^ remember you upon the place heir jbeside.] 
Mnrkgrnpense de cela et des tons les maux doucyous xrCsjreziii catue^ 
fouvef^z*v(nts de la place kiprk \ translated liter^Iy»^«r beside^ 
and she reminds Bothwell again, souvenez-^m^ a frequent ex- 
pression, of the plan announced in the beginning of her letter, 
to bring lord Robert in the morning to the king's chanaber. 

"I crave with that ye keepe promise to me iha morne,'] Je de- 
,mande avec (cela) que vous me tenie% promeste demain j as in 
her letter to Elizabeth, *' Souvenea-vous que j'ay tenue pra» 
messe,*^ Anderson, iv. 49. 

'3 But that we may meit together, 2 Literally fVom, ji een^^ioit 
que nous nous trouverions ensemble. " Butthat*^ renders the 
whole sentence, " I crave %lso that you keep your promise 
to*morrow, if it were only that we should meet together,** un- 
intelligible in. English. 

^^And I craifna uther thyng at God, but thatjf^ may know that 
thyng that is in my hnrff quhilke is yours.] Je ne demande a«itre 
. chose s^ Dieu, que v(5us i^e sachiez la chose qui est dans mon 
coeur, ^ui est le votre. 



APPENDIX. 

|»»yiie toto I gel ^6td. Make gudc «^tch '^ fif the htirA 

is&iiiAp cfuk o( thecaigc or wkhout lur mate, as the turtur 

' 1 Aafl rcmiytte aldnc fo^ to htboat the absence- how schort 

that soever it be'^, Thfe ktter will do vnA a gude 
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'^ Maiegude pjaitch,} Instead of onr vernacular idLpm, to 
leipagood watch. Lord Robertas intiniation hacl made her 
afraid of her liusbancl's escape, of which she advertises Both- 
"welly faitei honne guardcy si I'oiseau s'eschappe de la cage. 

'7 Or without hir mace, as the tiirtur / shall r&m<i^ne alontjor 
tQ lament the absence honvjhart that soever it be.\ Ou sans com* 
fagne^ comme la tourterelle^ je demeurerai seule pour lamnter 
pabsencit toute courte qu'elle soit. . This poetical conceit* 
whtch her husband's esbape from the cage, suggested to 
Mary, in despite of the sense, is derived immediately from a 
sonnet of Honsard's, where we find the very words employed 
In the letter to fiothweU. . ^ 

Que dis-tu, que fais-tu, peiisive.Awri^re&,' 
Des&Qs cet arbre sec ?r-*T. Viateur, je lamented 
Pourquoy lamente^tu ?— T. Pour ma compagne absents^ 
Dont je meurs de douleur. Ronsard's Amours, ii. 62* 
Ronsard's sonnet, of which the original may be .'found in 
Joannes Secundus (Sic g^mit arenti viduatus ab arbore tiirtur) 
was imitated in a Scottish poem, entitled a Song in Absense, 
wliich has been erroneously ascribed to James I. but which 
belongs to a period even later than the present. 
Evin as men may the /Mr/iArew persaif, 

Once having lost hirfeh^ . " 

On the dry brainche ay faithful to the graiF, 
Bewayling perseveir : " ' ' \ . 

So my desyre, ' 

^ . , Kindlit in fyre, '' 

"Doxs &o\T foment 
My luif absent. ' ' ' 

O, God, gif amour be ane paine to beir 1 
Pinkerton'sAnc. Scot,Poems,ii.2J5.^ibbald^s Chron. i.561 
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haft '% that thytig ^ilk I can not do iisy setfe >9, i£it:te 
not that I have feare that ye are in sleeping ^^^ I durst not 
^ write this befoire Joseph, Bastian and Joachioiy that did 
but depart evin quhen I b^an to write ''• 

This, however, is also dented from an mtermcdiate imita- 
^on of Ronsard, in Lodgers Rosalynde, 159^4 
A turtle s2Lt VL^on ^ leavekis tree, 
yLoVLTTiiVig her absent phere 
With sad and sorry cheere j ^ , 

And whilst her plumes she rents» 
And for her love laments^ &c. 
Spencer has a sonnet on the same subject ; but how superior 
to these conceits is Shakspeare's natural and pathetick appli« 
' cation of the simile to Paulina, in the Winter's Tale. 
I, an old turtle. 
Will wing me to some withered bought and there 
My mate, that s qever to be found again. 
Lament till I am lost. ' 

Act V. So. vii. See Malone's note* 

And nothing can authenticate the Queen's letters more 
' strongly than the explanation of those passages which are un- 
intelligible in themselves, till we discover their secret allusion 
to the thoughts and words of her favourite poet. 
^ '* With agude hartS] Un bon coeur ; willingly, of which the 

Latin translator percteived, and has preserved the sense of the 
original idiom. Haec pistda /ifo«/fr faciet. 

*9 That thyng quhilk lean not do my self J\ Ce que je ne saurois 

faire moi-meme; instigate lord Robert to commitithe murder. 

^ *• If it be not that 1 have fear that ye are in sleeping.] Si ce 

n*ett que j'aye feur que vous ne soyez endormi, in its figurative 

sense ; d'un homme endormi ; slow or negligent. 

*' That did but depart even quhen I began t9 wite."} Qui Te« 
noicnt de partir que je commengai a ccrire. * 
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LETTER IV, 



An other letter to Bothwell concerning the departure of 
Margarate Garwood^ quho was frivie and a heifer 
of all thair Jove^ 

Mon coeur helas ! fault il que la fotlte ffunefemme^ dmt vous 
eognmsez assez ingratitude vers ntoy^ soit cause de V9us donner 
desptaisir, &c, 

MY hartj alas, must the follie of a woman, quhose un- 
thankfulnes toward me you do sufficiently knaw, be occa- 
siQun of displeasure unto you ? consideryng that I cauld 
nat have remedy t thairunto without kna'^^ing it '. And 
since that I perceavit it *, I cauld nat tell it you, for tl\at I 



' Consydering that I cauld nat hame remyedyt thai^uto without 
knwwing i/.] Vu que je ne saurois y rem^dier sans le savoir, 

^ And since that I perceavit it*'] Et depuis que je Vai appergu ; 
supposed to allude to Margaret Garwood's proving with child 
-to Sebastian; then a crime the most offensive to the reformers. 
The queen's apothecary, and one of her maids of honour, had 
been executed for child murder in December 1563, A shame 
hasted marriage had been patched up for another of her Marys ^ 
or maids of honour ; and Knox and Buchanan inveigh loudly 
against the dissolute licentiousness of hflfr court. Knox, 345. 
Buchanan, 330. These writers durst not have contradicted 
the public opinion, had Mary's court been as chaste and cor* 
rect as Elizabeth's, of whij^i no such report was ever uttered 
SlBong the papists themselves ; if we except Mary*s lewd and 
malignant letter to Elizabeth on lady Shrewsbury's supposed 
information concerning her pretended amours, (Murdin, 5SH.) 
and Whitaker's lewder comment upon the impenetrable 
virginity of the maiden queen, ii. 502. — 11.— 1^, 
You II. Q 
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knew nat how to governc my selfc thairin. For nouther 
in that, nor in any uther thyng, will I take upon me to do 
any thyng without knawledge of your will. Quhilk I be- 
sech you let me understand, for I will follow it all my lyfe, 
mair willingly then you shall declare it to me. And if 
you do. nat seod me word this night what you will that I 
shall do, I will ridde myself of it, and hasard to cause it 
to be enterprisit and taken in hand ^ Quhilk might be 
hurtfiill to that qufaairunto both we do tend. And when 
sh^ shall be maried, I besech you give me one, or els I wiU 
take sic as shall content you for their conditions, but as for 
thair tongues or faithfulness towart you, I will nat auns- 
were. I besech you that an opinioun of uther per- 
soun, be nat hurtfull in your minde to my constancie. Mis- 
trust me, but quhen I will put you out of doubt, and clerc 
my selfe. Refuse it nat my dere life, and suffer me to 
make you some profe by my obedience, my faithfulness, 
constancie, and voluntarie subjectioun, qubilke I take for 
the pleasantest gude that I might receave, if you will ac- 
cept it, and make no ceremony at it, for you could do me 
, na greater outrage, nor give mair mortall greefe. 

3 Alluding to the celebration of the marriage, which imme^ 
diately succeeds. I forbev to comment'upon this letter, as I 
haye still some hopes of obtaining two copies in French and 
English, which^ as appears from Anderson's MSS. are both 
extant in the State Paper office, and in the same volume with 
the English version of the long letter from Glasgow. 
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LETTER V. 

An other letter sent from Sterejine to Bothwell con- 
cernyng the practise for hir ravishment. 

Monsieur helaSj pourquoy est vostre fiance mise en persone si 
indigney pour soupgonner ce que est entierement vostre. f enrage ^ 
vous m^aviez promis. t^c. 

ALAS, my lord, why is your trust put in a person so 
unworthy, to mistrust that which is wholly yours ? I am 
woodde. You had proinisit me that you would resolve all ', 
and that you would send me word every day* quhat I 
should doe, you have done nothing thairof •^. I advertisit 
you wclH to take heede of your false brother in law ; he 
came to me, and without shewing me any thing from you, 
told me that you had willit him to write' to you that that I 



* That you would rtsolve all.] A French idiom, que vous 
resoudriez tout ; not 'to resolve all difficulties when there were 
none to resolve, (Whitaker, ii. 326.) but to determine the 
whole plan for the seizure of her person. 

* Every day.'] Tous les jours, at all times, upon every occa- 
sion, of which the literal trahslation, every day, perplexes 
Whitaker, as she arrived on Monday, and leaving Stirling on 
Wednesday, had little more than two nights and a day to 
hear from Bothirell every day. 

3 Tou have done nothing thairof,] Vous n'enavez rien fait, 
*' -* I ffi/vertUt you well.] Je vous sdhien averts* 

02 
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shodidssij ^9 and quhaire and quhan ^ yoa should ctifn to me^ 
and that that you should do touchand hym, and thereuppon 
hath preachit unto me that it was a foolishe enterprise 7, 
and that with mine honour I could never marry you, scing 
that being maryed you did carry me away ", and that his 
folkes would not suffer it, and that the lordis would unsay 
themselfis 9, and would deny that thay had sayd. To be 
short, he is all contrary *°. I told hym, that scing I was 
cum sa farre, if you did not withdraw your selfe of your 



^ That that / should say, "^ Ce que je dirois. Tlie uniform 
repetition of that thaty from ce que, " that that I should say,** 
" that that you should do," is alone sufficient to demonstrate 
9i servile translation from the French. 

^ Quhcdre and quhan.'] Od et quand ; the French, instead of 
the Scotch arrangement, w^^ andwlxre\ as in the sixth letter 
** of the place and of the time,'* du lieu et de Theure, in the 
initial sentence^ 

y And thereuppon hath preachit unta me that it 'oras a foolishe en- 
terprise.] Et sur cela ma prechee que C'ctoit unefolleentreprise ; 
arid in Paris's First Confession, tu veulx prescber ; supposed 
by Whitaker to possess a peculiar spirit and pertness in the 
translation^ ii, 331. as if there were -no such phrase, in 
French. 

^ And that with mine honour I could never marry you, seeing 
being maryed you did carry me away ] Et qu'avec men honneur 
je ne pouvois jamais vous epouser (of which the French ar- 
rangement, " that with mine honour, is preserved in the 
translation) veu que etant marie vous m'avez enleve. 

9 Would\xxi%2ij themselfis.] Se didtroignt, a reflected verb pre- 
served in the translation. 

'** To beshorty he is all contrary.] Bref, il est tout contraire, as 
in a letter to Elizabeth ; " Combien que les effects ici serient 
touts ccntraires,'' July 26, 15G8. Calig. C. I. 
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sctfc "> that no perswasioan nor deith it sclfe should make 
me &yle of my promise. As touching the place you are to 
negligent (pardon me) to remit yourselfe thereof unto 
me ^\ Chuse it your selfe, and send me worde of it. And 
in the meane tyme I am sicke, I will differrej as torching 
the matter it is to late '3. It was not long of me '^ that 
you have not thought thereupon in time. And if you had 
not mair chaungit your mynde since myn^ absence than I 
have '^, you should not be now to aske such resolving. 
Well there wanteth nothing of my part '^ and seing that 



'* Ifyoo did not mihdraiv your selfe of yourselfe.] Si vous ne 
vous retiriez pas de vbus meme^ in the translation of which it is 
impossible not to recognize the French original. 

^* To negligent (pardon me) to remit yourselfe thereof unto meJ^ 
Quant a la place, vous etes trop negligent, pardoione? moi, 
de vous en rafporter a moi ; to remit yourself thereof, in which 
the reflective verb is again preserved. 

>3 Iqvill differre, as touching the matter it is to late,'} The French 
vethfje difereraif quant a la matiere c*est trop tardj and the 
same word is employed by Mary in another letter ; Monsieur 
apr^s avoir longtems djferepour le respect des dangers immi- 
nent des entrepreneurs, &c. Jebb, ii. 291. 

*♦ // was not long of «<?.] An English idiom employed as 
equivalent to il ne tientpas a moi. ,ln Mary's odier letter, " pour 
plus surement nouer ce nceud sz a vous ne tient. Anderson, 
5v. 42. " Souvenez-vous que vous m*auries pour jamais votre 
stkvous ne tient.'' 13 Aug. 1568. Caligula, C. 1. 

'5 And if you had not mair chaungit jfo«r mynde since myne absence^ 
than I have,} Et si vous n'aviez pdis pius change d'avis depuis 
mon absence que mot* 

^^ Well there wanteth nothing q£ my part, "] He bien, il ne s'en- 
faut rien de ma part, as in the initial sentence of tlie next let- 
ter. Whitaker quotes' the word " welP^ in the transition, as 
a colloquial expression to which there is no correspondent term 
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yottr negligence doth put us baith in the daunger of a 
false brother, if it succeede not well, I wyll never ryse 
agayne. I send this bearer unto you for I dare not tryst : 
your brother vrith these letters nor with the diligence. He 
shall tell you in qubat stait I am, and judge you quhat 
amendment these new ceremonies have brought unto me. 
I would I wer deid, for I see all goeth ill '7. You promisit 
other manner of matter of your forscying'S but absense. 
An other hath powcr over you, quho have twa stringis to your bow*?. 
Dispatch the answere, that I fayle not, and put no trust in 
your brother for this enterprise, for he hath told it, and is 
also all against it. God geve you gude nicht ^**. 



in other languages, (ii. S*!.) forgetting be bten^ the very 
word employed in Paris's first declaration, to which he ap- 
peals. 

»7 AllgoetVtll'} Tout va mal. 

'• Tou promisit other manner of matter of your for'seying.'] A 
literal translation of, vous promettez autre maniere de matiere de 
votre prevoyance, can never be mistaken for a Scotch expres- 
sion* 

'9 Quho have twa stringis to your how.'] Herself and his wife. 
Such an arch application of the proverb to Eothwell, could 
occur only to one, to whom the proverb itself was familiar ; 
and to appropriate the letter indisputajjly to Mary, we dis- 
cover an equally strange and ingenious application of the 
same proverb to herself, in a letter to Elizabeth. " Afin de 
vous faire paroitre, que, contente de votre promesse, je rCay 
qu^unecorde a men arc^* that content with Elizabeth's promise 
of support and friendship, she made no application to foreign 
powers. Sept. 25, 1568. Calig.C. 1. 

*° God gev you gude nicht.'] An old French phrase, Dieu vous 
doint bonne nuit; insteadof xfAJc^, the Scotch expression. 
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LETTER VI, ; : 

t 

> ' ... 

An uther letter to Bothwellfor thepractise and devise 
to excuse the ravishyng. 

Du lieu et de Pheure ' ie nfen rapporte h vostrefrere et ^ vons 
ie le suivray et nefauldray en rien devyi parf. II trowot beau^^ 
€Oup de difficultes^ ^c. 

OF the place and the time) I remitte mj %t\£c tayouiv 
brother and to you. I will follow him, and will iayle in n^^ 
thing of my pairt. .He findeth many difficulties : I tluojcft 
he doth advertise you thereof : and quhat he desireth fofr* 
the handling of him selfe 3. As for the handling of my 
sclfe, I heard it once well devisit *. Me thinketh that your 



' Dtt lieuet de Pheure.'} In the French edition, de Phomme. To 
. Whitaker this appears a direct proof that the French editor 
read and printed the word wrong from another copy, instead 
of adopting the initial sentence from the English edition ; as 
if the same typographical error, of de Pbomme for Pheure^ flight 
not have happened m printing from the written copy which 
the French editor sent to the press. Whitaker, ii. 376. 

* I think he doth advertise you thereof. 2 Je pense qu'il vous en 
avertit. 

5 Handling of him selfe.'] An English idiom inserted as in the 
third letter, instead of some French phrase unintelligible in 
the translation. 

*» I heard it once well devisit.] Bien devisf^ as in the sonnets. 
Deviser avec vous a loisir; translated, as in the letters, " to de^ 
vise with you atleysure." 
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services, and the long amitie^, having the gude vryil of the 
Lordes, do well deserve a pardon, if above the dutie of a 
subject you advaunce yourself, not to constrain me, but to 
assure your selfe of such place nigh unto me S that other 
admonitions or forraine persuasions may not let me from ' 
consenting to that that you hope ^ your service shall make 
you one day to attayne; and to be schoity to make your 
Selfe sure. of thelordes, and free to marry: and that you 
are constiraynit for your surety, and to be abill to serve me * 
faithfully, to use an humble request, joynit to an importune 
action 9. And to be short, excuse your selfe, and persuade 
them the most you can ^% that you arc constraynit to make 
poursute " aganis your enemies. You shall say enough, < 
if the matter or ground do like you, and many fayrc 
wordes to Ledinton »». If you like not the deede, send me 
worde, and leai^c not the blame of all unto me* 



^ Methinhtb thai your ^ervieesy and th long amitie.]] U me 
semble que vos services, et la longve amifiL 

* ijr above the duties of a suijeety iafc, — io assure youtself of such < 
place nigh unto me.] Si au dessus k devoir d'un sujet, vous vous 
avan^ez j non pas pour me contraindre, mais.pour vous as- 
surer de telle place pres de mou 

f May not let me from consenting to that that you hope.] Ne 
m^empichent de consentir a ce que vous espere%, 

® Constraynit for your surety, and to be abill to serve me.^ 
Contraint a votre suretey et a etre habile a me servir. 

9 jfn humble request joynit to an importune action.] Une 
humble requite jointe a une action importunes 

'** The most you canJ\ Le plus que vous pourrez* 

" To make poursute,~\ Fuire poursuite* 

" Many fayre wordes to Ledington.] Beaucoup de belles pa^ 
roles a Ledington. 
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LETTER VII. 

An uther letter to Bothwell of the practise for bir ra- 
vishment and to advise bym to be Strang to do it. 

Monsieur depuis ma lettre escrit vostre beaufrere quifuit, est 
venu h moy fort triste, et nCa demande tnoti conseil de ce qtiil 
feroit apres demain* istc, 

MY Lordj since my letter written, your brother in law 
that ^as, cam to me very sad, and hath askeit me my comi- 
saile, quhat he should do after to morrow, because there be 
many folkis here, and among utheris, the erle of Souther- 
land, quho wald rather dye ', considering the gude they 
haif so htely receivit of me, tlian suffer me to^ be caryit 
away, they conducting me : and that he fearit there should 
sum trouble happen of it \ of the other side ^, that it should 
he sayd that he wer unthankfull to haif betrayit me. I 
told him that he shold haif resolvid with you upon all that : 
and that he should avoyde, if he could, those that were most 
mistrustit 4. He hath resolved to write thereof to you by 

' Quho wold rather dye."] Till we proceed to the contezt, 
this implies that the earl of Sutherland would rather die. But 
the sense is explicit when the French is restored, " paree 
quMl y a plusieurs gens ici, et entre autres le compte de Sou- 
derlarid, qui, vu le bien qu'ils ont n'aguer<*.s re^u de moi, 
mourrioent plutot que de souffrir qu'on m'en enievat, me.con- 
duisoient ;'' a sentence of which the structure is altogether 
French. 

* Sum trouble happin of it.] Qu^m arrivat quelque trouble, 
translated « some trouble happen of it J* 

3 Of the other side.'] De I'autre cotiy literally rendered of^ in- 
stead of o», the other side. 

♦ That nver most mistrustit.] Les plus mejies. 



Al>tENDlX. 

my opinioun ; for he hath abashit me to sec him sa unrc- 
solvit ^at the nekl K I assure my selfe ^ he will play the 
pairt of ah honest man. But I have thought^good to ad- 
vertise you of the feare he hath ^ that he should be chargeit 
and accusit of treson, to the ende^ that ' without mistrusting 
him, ypu may be the more circumspect, and that you may 
haif the more power. For we h^d yisterday more then 
iii. c. horse of his, and of Leuistoa 9, For the honor of 
God '° be accumpanyit rather wyth more then Icsse : for 
that is the principal of my caire ". I goo to write my dis- 
patch", and pray God to send us a happy cffterview 
schortly. I write in hast to the ende you may be advisit 
in time. 



^ For he hath abashit me to see him sa unresolvit^ the neid*'} 
Car il m^a abatiue a le voir si irrisolu au besoin. ^ 

^ I assure my selfeJ] Je nC assure^ the reflected verb, I assure 
myself, instead of the Scotch idiom, << I am sure, or cer- ^ 
tain.*' , 

7 / have thought good to advertise you of the feare he hath.] 
Je trouvai bon de vous avertir dt la peur qu^il a, 

^ To the ende that."] A fin que. 

' We had yesterday more than «/. c* horse of his and of LeuistonJ] 
Instead of, " iii. c. hors of his and of Levingston's yesterday^* 
car nous avions h'ter plus de iii. c. cheveaux, of which the very 
arrangement is French ; and even the iii. ». trois cent remains 
an indisputable mark of the French original. 

" For the honor of God."] A French idiom>^ovr Phonneur de 
DieUf as in Pieresk^s letter to Camden, " pour Photmeur de 
Dieu, songez a la voti-e." Camd. Epist. 309. 

" Rather wyth more than lesse ifor that is the principal of my 
caire*"] Plut6t de plus que de moins, car c^est le principal de mon 
souci, in which the idiom is obvious ; le principal de P affair c^est. 

" I goe to write my dispatch,] Je m'en vais ecrire mon dlpiche ; 
her ostensible or public dispatches, different from her secret 
letter to Bothwell. 
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LETTER VIII. 

An other letter tt) Bothwell^ concernyng certaine tokens 
that she sent hym. - 

Monsieur si Pennuy de ^ostre absence^ celuj de vostn oubly, la 
crainte du danger y tant prouve d^un cbacun h vostre tant aymie 
personne. iffc, 

MY Lord, if the displeasure of your absence, of your 
^ forgetfulness, the fcir of danger so proinisit by every one to 
your so lovit person, may gif fne consolation, I leif it to 
you to judge, seypg the unhap that my cruell lot ' and con- 
tinuall misadventure, hes hitherto promisit me foUowyng 
the misfortunes ^ and feares as weill of lait as of ja lang tyme 
bypast, the quhilke you do knaw ^ But for all that, I will 
in no wyse accuse you, nouther of your little remembrance, 
nouther of your little cair, and least of all of your promise 
broken, or of the coldness of your wrytyng %. since I am 

* My cruel lot. 2 Mon sort cruel, improperly rendered, lot, in^ 
stead of fate, 

* FoUowyng the nusfortunesJ^ An erroneous translation of ^ 
suivant les malbeursy according to the misfortunes and fears which 
promised her cruel lot and continual misadventure has hitherto 
promised her; not, as Whitaker supposes, in addition to them. 

3 The quhilheyou do knaw.'^ Lesquels vous savez. 
. ^ Nouther of your little remembrance^ nouther ofyourlhtie cairf 
and le^st of all of your promise broken, or of the coldness of your 
writyng.^ Ni de votre feu de memoire, ni de votre peu de soin, et 
motns de tout de votre promesse rompue ou de la froideur de votre 
6crit; in which the idiomatick elegance of the French ori- 
ginal is obvious and indisputable^ And in a letter to Eliza- 
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ellis so far maid yours, that that^ quhilk plcasis you is ac* 
ceptablc to me, and ray thoghtes are so willyngly subduit 
unto yours ^, that I suppois that all that commeth of you, 
procedis nat by any of the causis foresayd, but rather for 
sic as be just and reasonable, and sic as I desire mysclfe *. 
Quhilk is the finall order ^ that you promisit to take, for 
the suretie, and horiorabill service of the oncly uphold of 
my lyfe. For quhilk alone I will preserve the same, and 
without the quhilk, I desire nat bot suddain daith *. And 
to testifie unto you quhow lawlie I submit me under your 
commaundementes ', I have send you in signe of homage by 
Paris the ornament of the bed 'S quhilk is the chief guide 



beth, 24 Sept, 1568, Mary writes, " Assures vous qu'il ni 
aura respect de parents ni d'amtt que me fasse rompre ma 
promesse. Cotton Lib. Caligula, C. L 

5 My tbougbtes are so *willynghg tubdwt unio yours, 2 Mes pensies 
vous sont si voloniiers assujettics ; as in the sonnets. 

Mon ame assuhjectte 
' Est tout a lui et n'a autre vouloir. 

Translated, «* Mj sowl all suhduU to him, andhesnane uther 
will." 

* But rather for sic as he just and reasonahky and sic as I desire 
my selfe.] Mais plutot pour telles qui sonf justes et raison* . 
nables, et telles queje desire M-mSme. 

y Quhilk is the finall drder.1 L'ordre final. 

* Of the onely uphold of my lyfe. For the quhilk alone^ Iffc. and 
noithout the quhilk^ I desire nat hot suddain daith."] Jixx seul sou- , 
tien de ma w, pour lequel seul je veiKC garder la m6me, et sans 
hquel }e ne desire que mort soudaine. In these sentences, and 
throughout the whole letter, the French idioms cannot pos- 
sibly be mistaken. 

9 I submit me under your commaundementes,'] )e me soumets 
a vos commandements. 

^^ In signe of homage — tins ornament of the hed.] En signe 
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of the other members. Inferring thatrby, that by the 
saisyng of you in the possessioun of the spoile of that ' 

quhilk is principall the renmant can not be bot subject unto 
you, and with consentyng of the hart '*. In place quhairof, ^ 
since I have ellis left it 'unto you »', I send unto you 
one sepuhure of hard stone, coHourit with blake, sawin 
with teares and bones'*. The stone I compare to my 

d'hommage I'ornement du chef. Not one of her Scotch mohs^ 
or headdresses^ as Whitaker asserts* but the lock of hair men- 
tioned afterwards as inclosed in the ring ; and in the next 
sentence, Mary, playing upoil the word chef, pursues the allu- 
sion to ^Jiefen chef 

'* And wUh consentyng of the hart,'} Qu*en vous saisant de la 
possession des depoullles de ce qui est principal, le reste ne 
peut vous ^tre qu'assujetti,et de couseatemeut du cesur. The '* or- 
jiament of the head in sign of homage ;" *• the seisFng in the 
possession of the spoil of that which is principal," are absurd, 
and hardly intelligible in Scotch. But the same terms, en signe 
d*hommagey (Cotgrave.) saisant de la possession des d/pouiliesy [la 
dtpouille darbre, dejardin, de v'tgnesy and of course la dtpouille de 
chef, qui est principal) are technical, or strictly appropriate to 
the allusion in French. 

'3 In place quhairof since that / have ellis left it unto you,} Au 
lieu duquel (her heart) depuis que je vous Tal dejcMaisst \ a favou- 
rite conceit which Bothwell, adopting the same strain of sen- 
timental gallantry, had already employed in his message by 
Paris to the queen at Glasgow ; Dites k la Royne que je lui 
envoye ee diamnnt que tu lui porteras, et que, si favols men 
, eaur, je le lui envoyerois trcs-volontiers, mais je ne l*ay pas 
moi.'* Paris's Second Confession. 

'4 I send unto you one sepulture of hard stone coUourit with Hake, 
sawin with teares and Bones.} Je vous envoye une sepulture de 
pierre dure semee de larmes et d'os ; in which the French word 
eepukmre, and tliC French idiom; semk d' argent, de pierrerlfs, 4f 
iarmet — 
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hart ^f that as it is carvit in one sure sepulture or harbor ' * 
The qnem% of your commandements and above all of your name and 
memorie '7, that are thairin inclosit as is iqj hear in this 
ryng never to come forth, quhile death graunt unto you 
to ane trophee of victorieof my bones as the ring. is fill- 
lit '^1 in signe that you have maid ane full conquest of me, 
of myne hart, and unto that my bones be left unto you '9 in 



•<— £t senU bien ^pais de niege sur la tdte» 
Couverte d'un linceul de rose tout jcmd ;■ Ronsard. 
ire translated Hterally» " a sepulture ww«i, (instead oistrew' 
ej,) with tears and bones." 

'5 The stone I compare to my iart,"] A favourite comparison 
of Mary's, which occurs in a letter already quoted, " Je vous 
envoyes mon caur en bague, etjeyons ay apporte le vray et corps 
ensemble, pour plus surement noaer ce noeud ;" and in Sir 
Thomas Chaloner^s translat;ion of her Fi:ench verses to Eliza- 
beth sent with arJng on her departure from France : 

Sed potius cordi similis mea forma, quod ipsum 

Cor Dominas, excepta duritie, exhibeat 

O utinam ambarum bene possem adamantlha vincla 
(Orefavete omnesj cordibus injicere. 

De Rep. Anglor. Instaurand. p. S53- 

^* One sure sepulture^^ Une sepulture sure, 
'7 jind above all of your name and memork,'] Et surtout de 
votre nom et de vptre memoire. 

'8 Never to come forth, qubfle death graunt unto you to ane 
trophee ofvictorie of my bones.] jamais j(?r/ir jusqu'a ce que 
lamort vous donne, a un trophee de victoire de mes osy as in Ron* 
sard. 

Pourquoy faites tu centres mes os la guerre. 
Voirra ma liberte trophee d'un bel ceil. 

*9 In sign that you have made ane full conquest of me, of myne 
hart, and unto that my bon^s be left unto you.] ^n signe que 
vous avez fait une pleine conquctc de mot, de mon caur^ et a cel0 
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remembrance of your- victorie smd taj -acceptable luif and 
willyng, for to be better bestowit then I merite ^°. The 
amelyngthat is about is blake ^^ quhilke signifies the sted- 
iastnes of hir that sendeth the same. The teares are with- 
out number, so are the dreadouresto displeis you, the teares 
of your absence, the disdaine that ^^ 1 cannot be in outwart 
effects yours, as I am without feintncss of hart ai^ sprite ^% ^ 
and of gude reason^ though my merites wer mekle greater 



que mes os yous seroient laisses ; as in a letter to Elizabeth, 
*' Je me.suis'mis, moy, ma cause^ et tout entre vos mains." Aug. 
14, 1569.Calig.ai. 

^ In remembrance of your victories and my acceptable luif and 
Willyng, for to he better bestowit then I mer'iteJ\ En memoire 
de votre victoire, et de men amour agr^able et volonte^ d'etre 
mkux dhposie queje ne merite. The whole sentence in its struc- 
ture and derivation is evidently French ; and the conceit, as 
far as it is intelligible, seems to be, that his name and memory 
were inclosed in her heart, like her hair in' the ring, never to 
come forth till her death gave him such another (a nng fuliii, 
or filled with her bones and hair) as a trophy of his conquest 
and of her affection. Such quaint and absurd conceits are 
plainly employed to adapt a mourning ring, containing her 
own and her first husband's, or perhaps, her mother's hair, 
to the occasion of the marriage. 

*' Tbeamelyng that u about Is b!ake.'\ L'email qui est aufour, est 
noir. ' ^ 

** The dreadoures to displeis you^ the teares of ^or/r absence, the 
disdaine /i&^.j La crainte de -9 ons deplatre^ les larmes de votre 
ahsense^ ledeJain que, in its old French acceptation of moodi- 
ness, despite. ' ' 

»3 Without feintnes of hart and sprite.'] Szns feinte de coeur et 
d'esprit; as in the sonnets, ** Qu'il cogndislra sansfainte ma 
Constance." The heart and soul, not the spirit, are combined 
in English ; k cceur et V esprit in French j and the proper Scotch 
word 1$ feinzietnesff not feintness, fronrthe Pi'ench wdrd/^W, 
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then of the maist profite that ever was^ and sic as I desire 
to be *^, and sail take payne in conditions to imitate ^*, for to 
be bestowit worthyiie under your regiment *^. My onely 
wealth ^7 resave thairfoir in as gnde part the same as i have 
receaved your mariage with extreme joy^the quhilk shal not 
part forth of my bosom quhile that mariage of our bodies 
be maid in publikj as signe of all that I either hope or de- 
siris of blis in this warld**, Yit my hart ^9, fcaryng to dis* 
please youi as mikle in.the reading hereof^ as I delite me^^ 
in the writyng, 1 will make end, after that I have kissit 
youi: handes with as greit afFcctioun as I pray God (O the 



^ Ando£gude reason^ though my merltes vter meile greater then 
of xhe maist profite that ever w<w, and sic as .1 desire to be.] 
De bonne raison, qwoique mes m/ri/w fussent plus grands quo 
de la plus parfaite qui fut jamais ^ et telle que je desire ctre; in 
which the ellipsis is altogether French. 

^^ Taie payne in conditions to imitate,"] To tale pains is the Eng- 
lish, to take pain the French idiom; 2iid conditions for quali- 
fies, already noted in the fourth letter, occurs in a subsequent 
letter from Mary to Norfolk, when speaking of herself almost 
in the same strain as ip her letter to Bothwell. " But for all 
their saying, I trust in God you shall be satisfied with my 
conditions^ and behaviour ^ and faiihfuU duty to you, whenever it 
shall please God 1 be with you." Hardwicke State Pa- 
pers, i. 191. 

^ To he bestowit ^worthyiie under your regiment. 1 Pour etre di- 
gnement disposee sous votre regime. 

^7 My only wealth.] Mon seul bicn. 

^s M that I either hope or desiris of bliss In thh world.'} Instead 
of all the bliss that I hope or desire ; « en sigae de tout ce que 
j-espereou desh-e debonheur dans ce monde.'' 

^9 Tit my hart.] Mais mon caur! as in the fpurth letter. 

^"^ As I delite me.} « Comme je me plais, ' a reflected verH 
preserved in the translation. 
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cmely uphold •£ my \j£e) to gif you lang and blissit life, 
lind to me your gude favour as the onlie gude that I desire 
and to the quhilk I jM-etend 3'. I have shawin imto this 
bearer that quhilk I have learnit, to quhom I remit me, 
ItnaYand the credite that you gaif hym as she doth that 
will be for evir unto you* humble and obedient lawfull 
wife 3* that for evir dedicates unto you hir hart, hir bodie, 

»»CP I. ■» ■ I.. , H , ,,,i, , II., I I, I. ,.i . I ■ I ■ ■ I I ■ ■ ■> li _ II ■ I . - 

3« / mil make end, ^c. — at tie onely gude that I desire^ and 
to the quhilk I pretend.'] Z^fermfin apres avoir bais6 les mains, 
avec autant d'affection que, je prie Dieu (-O le seul toutien de 
ma vie) de vous dormer longue et heureuse vie, et ^ mot votre 
bonne grace, comme le seul Inen que je desire, et auquelje pre- 
tends. The same terms of endearment are to be found in the 
sonnets, written at the same time with this last letter. 

mon seuWen^ et mcln (ma) seul esperance. 
Par vous, mon cesur ! et par votre alliance. 
De vous je dis, seul soutlen de ma vie* 

And as the sonnets were confessedly written in French, no 
doubt can remain of the language to which those expressions 
belong. But the structure of the whole sentence is so strictly 
French, and so pecuKar to Mary, that we discover the same 
phraze and inversion (and to me your gude favour) in a letter 
to Elizabeth, ** pour prter Dleu qu'il vous dotnct en sainte tres 
heureuse et longue vie, et a mot patience, et la consolation que 
j'entend recevoir de vous." May 17, 1568. Calig. C. 1. The 
same conclusions also, are so frequent in her correspondence, 
jbat of feurteen letters to Elizabeth, from her arrival in 
England till Sept. 1568, eleven conclude " tnfriant Dieu qu'il 
vous doint en sante longue, tt heureuse vie," and three with som* 
equivalent prayer, generally " apres avoir baiseles mains J* 

3* To whom I remit me, ^c. — that will he for ever unto you 
humble, and obedient lav/ful nvifeJ] " A quije m^en rapportr, sa- 
chant le credit que vous lui donnez, comme elle fait qui vous 
sera toujours femme humble oheyssante et loyalle\ as in the sonnets. 

Vol. IL P 
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without any change as unto iiym that I have maid posses* 
sour of hart ", of quhilk you may hold you assurit that 
unto the deith sail na waye§ be eschangit for evill nor gude 
sail ncvir make me goe from it ^\ 

Qu'a Tobcyir et servir kyaument, 
De ^ous servii- et loyaument aymer. 

Translated " to serve him tr^ly.** But the structure and 
inversion of the sentence (unto you humble and obeSentr lawful 
mnfa) are peculiarly French ; and the transition from the first* 
to the third person was familiar to Mary, who writes to £U« 
zabeth, " Ma bonne soeur gaynes moy ; envoyes moy querir ; 
n'entres en jalousie pour faulx rapportes de celh qui ne desire 
que votre bonne grace." Aug. 27, 156S. Calig. C. 1. 

33 — Yffot for evir dedicates unto you hir hart, ^c, — as unto 
hym *whom I have maid possesseur of hart.] Qne four jamais vous 
dedie son caur, son corps, sous aucun changemerU, comme a lul 
que j'ai i^Lii possess eur du caur> As in the sonnets ; " Et sans 
changer me trouvera tout une ;*' and in a letter to Elizabeth, 
" puisque je desire vous dJdier ma. vie ct caur pour jamassJ* 
Sept. 1, 1568. ib. " ^ 

34 Of quhilk, iffc, — that' unto me deith sail na wayes te es-. 
changit/or evil nor gude, sail nevir make me go from it.] Du- 
quel vous pouvez vous tenir assure, que jusqua la mart sera 
nullement eschavgc car mal ou lien ne m^en fera jamais departir* 
Here /the Scotch phrase varies with the old French, from 
change to eschange \ and the different arrangement of the two 
phrases, " It behoves us to do ^W and to shun evily^ ilfaut 
eviter le mal et faire le bien, marks the original to which th*. 
French idiom, evil nor gude belongs. But, whoever compares 
the letters with a single State-paper, or other letter of the 
period, Scotch or English, inserted in our appendix, will be 
satisfied that the former possess the genuine refined idioms of 
a French original ; and through the medium of a homely 
translation, will easily discover an elegance to which our 
language was then a stranger. 
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'Ahsiract of matters shewed to the Quene^s Majestie^s 
Commissioners by the Scottes^ sent the nth of Oc* 
iober. Vol. I; p.. 217, note. 

A brief note of the chief and prtncipaU poinds of the ^tene 
rf Scottes lettres written to Bothaill, which may tend to her con^ 
demp^ation^for her consent and procurement of the murder of 
her hmhandy as farre forthe as iue coulde by the reading gather '♦ ^ 

FIRST, the plainc and manifest wordes contevned in Haynes, 

" 48a 

the said lettres, deelaringethe inordinatand filtbie love bc- 

twene her and BothailU ^ 

Next, the like wordes plainely declarihge how she hated 
and abhorred her said husband. 

Then idt the declaration of the con^piracie, arid her 
firocurement and consent to the murder of her said hus- 
band, how she toke her journey from Edenburghe to Glas- 
tOy to visjte him, beinge theare sicke, and purposely of in* 
tent to bringe him with her to Edenburghe. " ' 

She Wrote to Bothaill from Glasco, how she flattet^ed 
her said husband to dbtaine her purpdse ; and that the 
6arle of Lenox his father, thiat daye that she was devisinge 
to bringe. his sonne te Edenburghe^ did blcde at th^ noose 
and mowthe, willing the said Bothaill to gheese what pre*- ^ 
&ge it was. 

She wrote also, that she was about a workc that she hated 
greatly, and that she lied and dissembled to get creadite 
with her husband, and to bringe her faschious purpose to 
passe, confessing herselfe therein to do the office of a trai^ 



' From a paper indorsed By secretary C«ciU. 
Pa 
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tcrcsse, which, wearc it not to obey Bothaill, she had Icycr 
be dead then do it, for her harte did blede at it* 

Also she wrote that she had wonne her husband to goo 
with her to £denbm:ghe, and to do whatsoever she wolde 
have him to do, sapnge, alas ! she never deceaved anie be- 
fore, remittinge herselfe altogether to the will and pleasure 
of Bothaill, wherein she wold obey him, whatsoever come 
thereof; requyring him to advise with himself, if hecouldc 
fynde owt anie other secreat invention by medicine, for 
, her husband was to take medicine, and tne bath aUo at 
Cragmiller. 

She biddethc Bothaill to burn the lettre, for it was over 
dangerous to them, and nothinge well said in it, for tlut 
she was thinkinge upon nothinge but fascherie, requyringO 
him that, sithens to obey him, her dear love, she spared 
neither honour, conscience, hazard, nor greatnes whatsor 
ever, he woulde take it in good parte ; and tha^ be wold 
not see her, whose fained tears shoulde not be so muche 
praised, as the faithefuU travailles which she susteyned to 
merite her place, for the obteyninge whereof against her 
' nature, she betraied him that might impeche it, prayinge 
_ God to forgeavc her, and to geave unto Bothaill, her only 
love, the happe and prousperitie which she his humble aiid 
faithful love wishith unto him ; hoopinge shortely to be 
another thinge unto him, for the rewarde of her yrkesome 
troubles. 

Finally, she wrote to Bothaill, that accordiuge to her 
comnrissiori, she wolde bringc the man with her ; prayinge 
him to worke wisely, or els the whole burden wolde lye on 
her shoulders ; and specially to make good watche, that 
the bird escaped hot owt of the cage. Examinaiun 
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I 

fJot^s draivin furth of the Quenis tktfers sent to the 
Erk Bothwell. Vol. L p. 217, note. 

Frmn the Paper Office. 

IMPRIMIS, after lang discourse of hir conference with Anderson, 
the king hir husband in Glascow, sche wreitis to the said 
crle in thirtermes : ** This is my first jiirnay, I sail end the 
same the momc : I wreite in all thingis, howbeit they be 
of UttiU wcycht, to the end that ye may tak the best of all 
to judge lipotm. I am in doing ane wark heir that I haitte 
gretlie ; half ye not desyr to lauche, to sie me lie sa weill, 
at the leifit to dissemble so weill, and to tell hym the treuth 
betwix handis." 

bem. SchorUe after : " We arc coupled with twa fals 
racis >thc devHl syndere us, and God mcft knit us togidder 
for ever for the maist faithful cupple that ever he unitit. 
This is my faith, I will die in it." 

Item. Thairefter, " I am not weill at case, and zeit verray 
glaid to wreit unto quhen the rest are slepand, sen that I 
can not sleip as they do, and as I wald desyir, that is in your 
armis my deir luife." 

Item* A littill thairefter : " Adverteis me quhat 2e haif 
deliberat to do in the matter ye knaw upoun this point, to 
the end we may understand utheris wele, that nathing thair 
throw be spilt/* 

lUm, Thus sche concludis the lettre: " Wareit mocht 
this pokishe man be, that causes me haif sa meikil pane, for 
witliout hym I tvald haif ane far mair plesant Vibject to dis- 
course upoun. He is not oer meikle spilt^ hot he has gottin 
verray mekill 5 he has almaist slane me with his braith ; 
it is war. not your unclis, and zeit I cum na neirar bot sat 

P3 
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in aue cheir at the bed-fute> and he beand at the uthep 
cnd-thairof." 

Item. Thaireftcr>" " Tc gar me dissemble sa far, that \ 
half horriiig thairat^ ^nd ze cans me ahnaist do fhe office 
of an trahatores. . Remember yonvj ji it wer not to obey 
yow, I had raither be deid or I did itj my heart blidis at it. 
Summa, He will not cum with me, except upoun condi- 
tioun that I shall be at bed and board with hjgm as cif be- 
foir, and that I sail leif him na efter^* 

Item. Schortlie thairefter : " Summa, he will gae upouo. 
my word to all places. Alace^ I never dissayit any bodie,^ 
bot I remit me altogidder to your will. Send me advertise 
ment quhat I sail do, and, quhatsumever sail cum thalrof^ 
I sail obey you ; advys to with yourself, yf ye can fynd 
out any mair secreit inventioun be medec^in and the baitl^ 
in Craigmillar/' 
' Item. " Thairefter, I sail draw out all tUngis out of hym, 

gif ye will that I advow'all thingis unto hym; bpt I trill- 
never rejois to dissave any bodie that trustis in mc \ zet 
notwithstanding ye may command me in all thingisi, Half 
BO evill opinioun cif me for that cause, be reason ye ar the 
occasioun of it your self, because for my awn particular 
revenge I wold not do it to hym^ 

Itemy After, *^ For certaintie he suspectis that thing ye. 
]know, and of his lyif ; bot a3 to the last, howsone I ^peak 
twae or thrie guid wctrdis unto hym, he rejoisi and 15 o,ut 
of doubt." 

Item. Schortlie thairefter, ** All the Hamiltounis are hdr 
ivi^ me^ and accompanies me yery honorably." 

Item. Thairefter, " Be not offendit, for I gif not our 
tnekUl ciredyt .now, sence, to obey you, my deir luife, t 
spare nouther hpnor, conscience, nor gretnes quhatsumever, 
1 pray you tak it in guid part, and not after the interpreta- 
tion of youf fals guid-brother> to quhqm, I pray you, gif: 
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lUc crcdyns agains the maist feythfuU luifer that ever ye 
had> or ever sail haif* Sie not hir quhais fenzeit tearis suld 
npt be sa mekill praysit, nor estemyt, as the trew andfayth- 
fqll travaillis, quhilk I sustene to merit hir place, for ob- 
teyning of quhilk, aganis my naturall, I betray thame that 
may impesche me. God foi'give me, and God gif yow, my 
onlie luif, the hape and prosperitie that your humble and 
faythfull luif desyris unto yow, quha hoipis schortlie to be 
ane uther thing unto yow." 

Item. In the credit gifin to the berar, quhome we under* 
stand was Paries, ** Remember yow of the purpoise of the 
ladie Reires-; of the ludgene in Edinburt." 

Item. Jn ane uther lettre sent be Betoun : *' As to me, 
howbeit I heir noe ferther newes from yow, according to 
my commission, I bring the man with me to Craigmillar 
upon Munday, quhair he will be all Wednisday. And I 
will gang to Edinburt to draw bluid of me, gif in the mene 
tyme I get no newes in the contraire from yow." 

Item. Verrah schortlie after : ** Summa, ye will say he 
makis the court to me, of the quhilk I tak so grct pleseur, 
that I enter never quhair he is, bot incontinent I tak the 
$eiknes of my syde, I ame soe faschit with it : yf Paries 
bring me that quhilk I send hym for, I treast it sail amend 
me. I pray yow adverteis me of your newes at length, and 
quhat I sail doe in cais ye be not returnit quhen I cum 
thair, for, in cais ye work not wyselie, I sie that the haill , 
burthin of this will fall upon my schulderis. Provyde for 
?11 thingis, and discourse upon it first your self." 

Item. In ane uther lettre : *^ I pray yow, according to ^ 
your promeis, to discharge your hart to me, utherwayis I 
will think that my malheure, and the guid composing of - 
fhame^ that hes not the third part of the faythfull and will- 
ing obedience unto yow that I beyre, has wyne, aganis my 
Willi that ad^antageov er me quhilk the secund luif of Jason 
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wan : not that I v}olde compair yow to anc sa unhappic fA 
he was, nor yit mysdfc to anc soc unpctifiill a woman is 
sche 5 howbeit ye cause ma be sumquhat lyck unto hir in 
ony thing that twichis yow, or that may preserve and keip 
yow to hir, to quhome ye onlie appertein, yf it may be suer 
(sWa) that I may appropriat that quhilk is wonne throuche 
faythfuil, yea only luiffing yow, quhilk I do and sail do all 
the dayis of my lyif, for pane and evil that can cum thereof. 
In jecompense of the quhilk, and of all the evill quhilk* 
ye haif bien cause of to me, remember yow upon the place 
lieir besyd, &c." 
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SONNETS. 

ODE BY QUEEN MARY> 

On the Death of her Husband Francis IL 

EN mon triste & doux chanty ^f«*™ 

D un ton fort lamentable^ Memoiri. 

Je jette un ceil tranchant^ . . 
De parte incamparable> 

£t en soupirs cuisans^ ' 

Fasse mes meiUeurs ans. ^^ 

^ Fut-il un tel malhcur, 
De dure destinee, 
Ni si triste douleur, 
De Dame Fortunee, 
Qui mon cccur & mon oeil 
Voit ,en bier^ & cercueiL 

Qui en man doux printemps, 
£t fleur de ma jeunesse 
Toutes les peincs sens, 
D'une extreme tristesse, 
Et en rien n'ay plaisir 
Qu'en regret dc derir* 



Ce (jui m'estoit plaisant9 
Ores m'est peine dure> 
Le jour le plus lui^ant, 
M^e^t nuit noire & obscure, 
£t n'^-riea si exquis, 
Qm de xnoi soit requis. 

' ]*zj au coeur & a Tceil, 

XJq pourtrait & image, 
Qm figure mon duci), 
Et mon paslc visage, 
De violcttes teint. 
Qui est r^moureux teint. 

Pour mon mal cstranger, 
^e ne m'arrestc en place, 
M^s j'en ay beau changer, 
Si ms^ dpuleur j'efiace^ 
Car mon pis & mon xrneux 
Son^ les plus deserts lieux* 

Si en quelque sejour, 
Soit en bois ou en pree, 
Soit sur Faube du jour, 
Ou soit sur It Tespree, 
Sans cesse mon coeur sent, 
lie regi'et d'lin absent. 

Si par foi vers les Cieux 
\ Viens a dresser ma veue, 

Le doux trait dt ses yeux, 
Je voy en une nue, 
Soudain le vois en Peau^ ) 
Comme dans un tombeau* 
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8i je sub en repos^ 
Sommeillant surma couche^^ 
L'oy qu'il me tient propos^ 

Je le $ens qui me touche ; ' 

En labe\jr en recoi, 
Tousjours est prcs de moyr 

Je ne vois autre objet. 
Pour beau qui si presente^ 
A qui que soit sujet, 
Oncques mon coeur consente^ 
Exempt de perfection 
A cette affection. 

Mets^ chanson^ ici finj|^ 
A si triste complainte> * 

Dont serra Je refrein, 
» Amour vraye & non feinte^ 
Pour.l^ separation^ 
)j['aura diminution 
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Carmina Regin^ Scotktt 

Cotton Lib. Calig. D. I. foL 3 16, 

II pensier che mi nuocc insicme e giova, 
Amaro et dolce al mio cor cangia spesso, 
E fra tema e speranza lo tien 'si oppresso 
Che la, quiette pace unquc non trouva, 

Pcro sc questa carta a vol renuctva 
II bel desio di vedervi in me impresso 
Cio fa il grand affanno ch'me se stesso 
Ha non puotendo liomai da se far prova. 

Ho veduto talhor vicino al porto 
Respingcr nave hi mer contrario Vento ; 
E nel maggior seren' turbarsi il cielo : 
Con Sorella cara, temo e J)avento, 
Non gia per voi, ma quanta volte a torto 
Rdmpe fortuna un ben ordito vello/ 

' 7'his sonnet must have iJeen written when Mary solicited 
admission to Elizabeth's presence, upon her arrival in Eng- 
land ; as die same comparison is employed in a letter to 
Elizabeth, Sept. 24th, 1568. " Je vous ay asses souvent prie 
de recevoir mon navire agltiy en votre port durant la tvurmanie. 
Si a ce coup, elle y trouvera pert de saluty je y jeteray mes 
ancres pour jamais ; autrement la barque est en la garde de 
Dieu. Elle est preste, et caffeutrte pour se defendre en course, 
contre toutes les tourmantes. J'ay plenement procede ave- 
ques vous encores fois-je; ne prenes a mauvaiS part, si j'ecris 
ainsi, ce iC est pour deffiance que fay de vouSf comme il apert>car 
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Carmina Italica et Gallica Scripia per Re^inam Scotia 
ad An^liof, Reginam. 

XJng seul penser qui me pro£Ecte et huit, 
Amer et doulx, change en mon coeur sans cesse^ 
Entre le doubte, et Fespoir il m' oppresse 
Tant que h paix et le repos mc fuit. 

Done cherc soBur, si ceste carte suit 
L'aflFection de vous veoir qui m*oppresse, 
C'est que je viz en pein eTen tristesse^^ 
Si promptement I'effect ne s'cnsuit. 

J'ay veu la ncf rclacher par contrainctc 
En hault mcr, prochc d'entrer au port, 
Et le serain se convertir en trouble : 
Ainsi je suis ea soucy et en crainte, . 
Non pas de vous, mais quantes fois a tort 
Fortune rompt violle ct cordage double.' 

jeme repose. du tout.'.' Cotton Lib. Cal. C. 1. The oompari- 
son itself is from Ronsard. 

En peu d« t«i»ps le gracieux zejAyte 
D*un vent heureua empoupant ton «avtf- 
Te sit suLXgir. dans le part amour^ux^ 

Mais quand ma nef de s^ahorder est pr^s 
Toujours plus loin quelque horrible tempeste 
La single en mer, tant je suis malbeureux. 

Le Recueil des Sonnets IV, 
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Certaine French Smnettes written by the ^uene of Scottes to 
^Bothwelly befiir hir mariage with him, and (as^ if is sayd) 
quiile hir husband iyvit J but certainly befoir his divorce from 
hys wife, as the nvordes thani selves shew, befoir quhom she 
here preferreth hir selfe in deserving to be beloved ofBathwelh 

Btichanail's Dctectton. 

.1 

O Dieiix f ayez de moy compassion^ . 
Et m'enseignez quelle preuve certain 
Jc puis donner qui ne luy semble vain/. 
De mon amour et ferme affection. 
Las ! n'est il pas ia en possession! 
Du corps^ du coeur, qui ne refuse paine^ ' 
N'y deshonneur^ en la vie incertaine. 
Offense de parentz, ne pire affection ? 
Pour luy tous mes amis j'estimc moins que rien^ 
Et de mes cniiemis je veux esperer bien, 
J'ay hazarde pom- luy & nom & conscience: 
Je veux pour luy au monde renoncer : 
Je veux mourlr pour luy avancer. 
Que reste il plus pour prouver ma Constance ? 
IL 

tntre ses mains, et en son plein pouvoir, 
Je metz mon £lz, mon honneur, et ma vie, 
Mon pais, mes subjetz, mon amd assubjecti^y 
Est tout \ luy, et n'ay autre vouUoir 
Pour mon object, que sans le decevoir, 
Suivre je veux, malgre toute Tenuic, 
Qu' issir en peult ; car je n'ay autre envie^ 
Que de ma foy, luy faire appercevoir 
Que pour tempeste ou bonnace qui face. 
Jamais ne veux chjmger demeure ou place s 
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The same translated line for line into Scottish 
Prose^ 



I. ' 

O GODDIS, have of mc compassioun^ 
And schew quhat certaine profe 
I may geif^ which shall nat seem to him vaine 
Of my love and fervent affectioun. 
Helas ! is he nat alredy in possessioun 
Of my bodie> of hartj that refiisis no payne^ 
Nor dishonour in the life uncertaine. 
Offence of frendes, nor worse afflictioun. 
For him I esteme al my frends les then nathing^ 
And I will have gude hope of my enemies. 
I have put in hasard for him both fame and conscience^ 
I will for his sake renounce the worlds 
I will die to set him forwart. 
Quhat remayneth to gief proofe of my constancie ? 
11. 

In his handis and in his full power^ 
1 put my sonne> my honour^ and my lyif. 
My contry, my subjects, my soule al subdewit, \ 
To himj apd has none uther will 
For my s^ope, quhilk without deceit^ 
I will folow in spite of all enuie 
That may ensue : for I haif na uther desire^ 
But to make him perceive my faithfulnes. 
For storme or fayre wedder that may come. 
Never will it chainge dwelling ©r place. 
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Brief jc fcray dc ma fby telle prcuve, 
Qu'il cognoistra sans fcinte ma constancc, 
Non par mcs pleurs, ou fainte obeyssance^ 
Commc autres ont fait, mais par divers espreuvc- 

^ ' IIL 

- Elle pour son honneur vou» doibt obeyssance, 
Moy vous obeyssant, i'en puis recevoir blasme, 
N'cstant, a mon regret, comme elle, vostre femmc. 
Et si n'aura pour tant en ce point preeminence : 
Pour son profit die use de Constance, 
Car ce n'est peu d'honneur d'estre de voz biens dame v • 
Et moyi pour vous aymer, j'en puis recevoir blasme^ 
Et ne luy veux ceder en toute Inobservance :' 
Elle de, vostre mal n'a I'apprebension ; 
Moy je ri*ay nul repos tant je craius Tapparence : 
Par Tadvis des parentz elle eut vostre accolntance 
J^Ioy malgre tous les miens vous porte affection 
(Et mefiez pour tant, mon cceur ! de ma consta^ce ^) 
Et de sa loyaute prenez ferme assurance. 
IV. 
Par vous, mon cosur ! et par vostre alliance, 
£Ue a remis sa maison en honneur, 
Elle a jouy par vous la grandeur, 
Dont tous les siens n'ayent nul asseurance. 
De vous, mon bien ! elle a eu la Constance (raccointaiKe) 
Et a gaigne pour un temps vostre coeur : 
Par vous elle a eu plaisir en bon heur, 
' Et pour vous a receu honneur et reverence % 
Et n'a perdu sinon la jouyssance 
D'un fascheux 5ot qu'elie aymoit cherement. 

^ ' Supplied by lord Hailes from the Scotch traosbtiom 
Remarks, 179. 
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Schortly I sail gcif of my trueth sic profe. 
That he sail know my constancie without fiction^ 
Not by my weping, or faynit obedience, 
As other have done : but by uther experience. 
III. 

Sche for hyr honour oweth you obedience : 
I in obeying you may receive dishonour, 
Nat being (to my displesure) your wife as schci 
And yit in this poynt she shall have na preheminencc. 
Sche useth constancy for hyr awiti profite : 
For it is na litle honour to be maistres of your goodes. 
And I for luifing of you may receive blame. 
And will nat be .overcumme by hyr in loyall observance. 
Sche has no apprehension of your evyll, 
I feare so all appearing evill that I can have ria rest. 
Sche had your acqueintance by consent of hyr freindes, 
I against al thair wil have borne you affection. 
And nat the Jesse (my hart) you doubt of my Constance, 
And of hir faithfulnes you haif firme assurance. 
IV. 

By you (my hart) and by your aliancc 
Sche hath restored hyr house unto honour, 
By you she is become to that grcitnes, 
Of quhilk hyr freindis had never assurance. 
Of you (my wealth) sche got the acquentance, 
And hath conquest the same time your hart. 
By you sche hath pleasure and good lucke, 
And' by you hath received honour and reverence, 
And hath nat lost but the rejoysance 
Of one unpleasant foole, quhilk she lovit deirly. 
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Jc nc la playns d'aymer done ardammcnt, 
Celuy qui n'a en sens> n'y en vaillance. 
En beaute, en bonte, n'y en constancc 
Point de seconde, Je vis en ccste foy. 
• V. 

Quant vous Pamiez, elk usoit de froideur \ 
. Sy vous souffriez pour s'amour passion. 

Qui vient d'aymer de trop d'affcctlon, 
Son doig monstroit, la tristesse de coeur 5 
N'ayant plaisir de vostre grand ardeur, 
£n ses habitz monstroit sans fiction^ 
Qu'elle n'avoit paour, qu'imperfection 
Peust Teffacer hors de ce loyal cceur. 
De vostre mort je ne vis la peaur 
Que mcritoit tel mary et seigneur 
Somme dc vous elle a cu tous son bien 
Et n'a prise n'y jamais estime 
Un si grand heur si non puis qu'il n'est sien 
Et maintenant dit Tavoir tant ayme. 
VL 

Et maintenant elle commence a voir, 
Qu'elle estoit bien de mauvais jugement, 
De n'estimcr Tamour d'un tel amant ; 
Et voudroit bien mon amy decevoir 
Par les escriptz tout fifirdez de scavoir,. 
Qui pourtant n'est on son esprit croissant, 
Ains emprunte de quelque autheiir eluissant, 
A faint tresbien un enuoy sans I'avoir. 
Et toutesfois ses paroUes fardez, 
Ses pleurs, ses plaincts rempiis de fictions, • 
Et ses hautz oris et lamentations, 
Ont tant gaigne qui par vpus sont gardez 
Ses lettres.escriptes, ausquelz vous donnez foy 
Et si Paymez et croyez plus que moy. 
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^han I moane hyr nat to love ardently 

Him that hath none in wit^ ih manheadi 

In beauty, in bounty, in truth, i|or in constancy^. 

Ony second : I Uef in the bekif. \ 

Quhen you lovit hyr sche usit qoldnesse, • 

Gif you suffirith for hir Inif pa$sitnxn> 

That commith of to gtcit affixtioun of luif» 

Hyr sadnes schcw the triatesse of hyr hart. 

Taking ho pleasure of yottr vehement burning;. 

In hyr clothing she.sdxevr unfaynitly, 

That sche had na feir,.that imperfectioit 

Could deface hyr out of that true hart. 

I did not see in hyr the fair of your death. 

That was worthy of sic husbaikl: and lord, 

JSchortly sche hath of you all hyr wealth. 
^ And hath never weyit nor estemit 

One so greit hap, but sins it was not hirs, 

And now she saith that she loveth him so WeUr 
VI. 
And now sche bcginneth to see^ 

That sche was of veray cvill jugeo^ent 

To esteeme tl|c love of sic aao lover. 

And wald faync deceive my lo^e, 

By writinges and patnt^ learning, 

Quhilk nat the lesse did iM^t breid in hir bt^cfe^ 

But borrowit from |um ftate axuthoiiir, 

To fayne one sturti and haif licmcu 

And for all that hyr paysotat woifefoy 

Hyr teares, hyr plaintes full of dissimulation. 

And hyr hye cryes and lamentations 
. Hath won that poynt^ that you keip in storey, , 

Hir letters and writinges,. to qjuhilk you geif trust, 

Ye, and lovest and belevist hyr more than me. 
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VII, 

Vous Ic croycz, las ! trop je Fappcrcoy 
£t vous doutez de maferme Constance, ' 

O xnon seul bien et mon seul esperance 3 1 
£t ne vous puis asseurer de ma fpy : 
Vous m'ctimez Icgier qui le V07, . 
Et si n'avez en moy nul assurance, 
Et soupconnez, mon coeur ! sans apparence 
Vous dcffiant a trop grand tort dc moy. 
Vous ignorez Tamoiir que je vous.portc, 
Vous soupconnez qu'autre amour me transporte i 
Vous estimcz mes paroUes du vent, 
Vous depeignez de cire mon las cceur, 
Vous me pensez femme sans jugement ; 
Et tout cela augmente mon ardeur. 
VIII. 

Mon amour croist, et plus en plus croistra, 
Tant que je vivray, et tiendray a grand heur, 
Tant seulement d'avoir part en ce coeur 
Vers qui en fin mon amour paroistra 
Sy tres a clair que jamais n'en doutra. 
(Pour lui je veux lucter contre malheur *) 
Pour lui je veux recercher la grandeur ; 
Et feray tant qu'en vray cognoistra, 
Qu je n'ay bien, heur, ne contentement, 
Qu' a Tobeyr et servir loyaument. 1 
Pour luy j'attends toute bonne fortune- 
Pour luy je veux garder sante et vie. 



' Mon seul esperance-] A false concord»to be imputed pert 
baps to the transcriber or printer. A similar inaccuracy whicl^ 
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VII. 

Yoa beleve hir (helas) I perceive it to well. 
And callist in doubt my firme constancie 
{O mine onely wealth, and my onely hope) 
And I can not assure you of my truthi 
I see that you esreeme me light. 
And be no way assurit of me. 

And doost suspect (my hart) without any appearing cause> 
Discrediting me wrangously. 
You do nat knaw the love I beare to you. 
You suspect that uther love transporteth me* 
You thinkc my wordes be but wind : 
You paint my wcry hart, as it were of waxe. 
You imagine me an woman without jugement. 
And all that encreaseth my burning. 
VIIL 

My love increaseth, and more and more will increase. 
So lang as I shall leif, and I shall hold for ane greit felicitie 
To have onely pairt in that hart. 
To the quhilk at length my love sail appeare. 
So clearely, that he sail never doubt. 
For him I will strive against wan weard. 
For him* I will recerse grcitnes, 
And sail do so mikle that he shall know 
That I haif no wealth, hap, nor contentation. 
But to obay, and serve him truely. 
For him I attend all gude fortune. 
For him I will conserve health and life> 



Robertson (i. S75.) observed in Goodall, fjeferons^ ii. .SOL) 
is not in the original, 

* Supplied by Lord Hailes. 
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Pour luy tout vcrtu de suyure j'ay envic, 
£t sans changer me trouvera tout' une. 
IX. 
Four luy aussi je jette mainte larmc. 
Premier quand il se £st de ce corps possesscor^ 
Duquel alors il n'avoit pas le cceur. 
Puis me donna un autre dur alarme, 
Quand il versa de son sang mainte dr^me^ 
X)o;nt dc grief il me vint lesser dolcur. 
Qui m'en pensa oster la vie, et frayeur 
De perdre^-las ! le seul rampar qui m'arme : 
Pour luy depuis j'ay mesprise Tlxonneur, 
Ce qui nous peult seul pouvoir de bonheur : 
Pour luy j'ay hazarde grandeur ^et conscience : 
Pour luy tous mes parentz j'ay quite, ct amis, 
Et tous autres respectz sont apart mis. 
Brief, de vous seul je cerche Talliance. 
X. 
'De vous, je dis, seul sousticn de ma vie, 
Tant settlement je cerche m'asscurer, 
Et si ose de moy tant presumer, 
De vous gaigner maugre toute Tenvic : 
Car c'est le seul desir de vostre chere amie, 
De vous servir et lopument aymer, - 
Et tous malheurs moins que riens estimer, 
Et vostre volonte de la mien suivre : 
Vous cognoistrez avecques obeyssance, 
De mon loyal devoir n'omettant'-lasciance 
- A quoy i'estudiray pour tousiours vous complairc,^ 
Sans aymer ricn ijue vous, soubz la subjection 
De qui je veux sans nulle fiction 
Vivrc ct mourir ct a ce /obtcmpere.' 
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For him I desif e to ensew courage, 
And he shall ever finde me unchangeable, 
IX. 

For him al^o I powred out many tearis, 
First quhen he made himselfe possessor of thys body^ 
Of the quhilk then hie had not th,e hart. 
Efter he did geve me one uther hard charge, 
Quhen he bled of hi^ blude great quantitie, [dolour, 
llirough th^ gre^it sor/ow of the quhilk came to me that 
That almost caryit avay my life, and the feirc 
To lese the odely strength that armit me. 
For him since I haif despesit honour. 
The thing onely that bringeth felicitie. . 
For him I Haif hazardit greitnes and conscience^ 
For him 1 haif forsaken all kin and frendes. 
And* set asi4e all uther respectes, 
Schortly, I seke the alia^ce of you onely. 
.X. . 

Of you I say onely upholder of my lyfe, 
I onely seke to be assuerit. 
Ye, and dare presume so much of my selfe, 
. To win you in spite of all envy : 
For that is the onely desire of yom* deir lovc^ 
To serve and love you truely. 
And to esteme all wan hap lesse tban nathing. 
And to follow your wyll wyth myne. 
You shall knaw wyth obedience. 
Not forgetting the knawledge of my leal deuty. 
The quhilke I shall study to the fine that I may ever 
Lovyng nothyng but you, iiji the subjectioun [please you. 
Of quhome I wyll without any fictioun, 
Live and die, and this I consent. 
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XI. 

Mon coeur, mon sang, mon ame^ et mon soucfp 
Las, vous m'avez promis qu'aurons ce plabir 
Dc deviser avecques vous a loysirj 
Toute la nuict, ou jc langiiis icy, 
Ayant le coeur d'cxtreme paour transy. 
Pour voir absent le but de mon desir : 
Crainte d'oublir un coup me vient a ssusir i 
Et I'autre fois je crains que rendurcie 
Soit contre moy vostre amiable cceur. 
Par quelque dit d*un mcschant rapporteur, 
Un autre fois je crains quelque aventure. 
Que par chemin detourne mon amant 
Par un fascheux et nouveau accident : « 

Dieu detourne toute malheureux augure ! 
XIL 

Ne vous voyant selon qu'avez promis, 
J'ay mis la main au papier pour escrire, 
D'un different que je voulu transcrire : 
Je ne scay pas quel sera vostre aduis ; 
Mais jcLScay bien qui mieux aymer scaura,^ 
Vous diriez Inen que plus y gaignenu 
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XI. 

Mjr hart, my bloud, my soul, my care, 
Helas, you had promisit that I should have that pleasure* 
To devise wyth you at leysure. 
All the night quhair I lye and languish here^ 
My heart beyng overset wyth extreme feare 
Seing absent the butte of my desire, 
feare of forgetting sometyme taketh me, , 
And uther tymes I feare that lovesum hart^ 
Be not hardenit agaynst me 
By sum saying of anc wickit reporter, 
Uther tymes I feare sum aventure. 
That by the way should tume abackc my love 
By sum troublous and new accident. 

God turhe abacke all unhappy augure. 

xn. 

Not seing you as you had promisit, 

1 put my hand to the papa: to write. 

Of ane difierens that I have willit copye. 

I can not tell what shal be your jugement^ 

But I knaw well quho can best love, 

Tou may tell who shall winne xnaist. ] 
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CONTRACTS OF MARRIAGE. 

I. 

Short Contract in French^ or Promise if Marriage by 
Mary to SotbwheiL . 

Beside those writyng^s (the letters ^ ^e.) there tvas atswa ex» 
tania tvrrtyng written in Rotnane hand in French^ to he avowit 
to be written by the sayd quene of Scott es herself^ heyng aprwiise 
efmariage to the sayd Bothwell : qithilk ivrityng heyng ^uithout 
datey and though some wordes therein seme to the contrary^ yet is 
upon credible groundes supposed to have been made and written 
by hir befoir the death of hir husband^ the tenor qjtSairof thus 
begynneth. Buchanan's Detection. 

Cotton Lib. NOUS MARIE, par la>grace de Dieu, Royne d'Esqosse, 
Calig, c. 1. douaryerc dc France, &c. promettpns fidellcment, ^ de 
bonne foy, et sans contrayante, a Jaques Hepburn Conte dc 
Boduel, de n'avoirjamays autre espoulx et Mary queluy, 
et de le prendre pour tel toute et quant fois qu'ii m'en rc- 
querira, quoy qtie parents, amys ou autres, y soient con* 
trayres : et puis que Dieu a pris mon feu niary Henry 
Stuart dit Darnlay, et que par ce moien je sois libre, n'estant 
soubs obeissance de pere, ni de mere, des mayntenant je 
proteste que, lui estant en mcsme Hberte, je seray prest, et 
4'accomplir les ceremonies requises au manage : que je lui 
promets devant Dieu, que j'en prantz a tcsmoignasge, et la 
presente, signee de ma mayn: ecrit ce. 
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II. 
Cmtract at Seton^ written by Huntley. 

Th^tt is also anc uthcr writyng in Scottish avowit tohe 
quhoUjT written by the eric of Huntley, datit the v of 
Aprili L567, conteyning ane form of contract for mariagc 
betwixt , the sayd quene and Erie Bothwell, subscribit Marie, 
quhilk is to be avowit to be the proper hand of the sayd 
quene^aiid undemethit James Erie Bothwell, quhilk alswa 

. 13 to be avowit to be the proper hand of the said Erie Both- 
wpU, at quhilk tyme he was commonly defamit of the kingis 
slgugl^ter^ and nat cleansit or acquitit therof befoir the 
xii of Aprili followng. The tenor of quhilk contract here 

. CQsuetb* 

At Seyton the v day of Aprili, the yere of God 1567, 
the richit excellent, richt high and mighty princesse Mary, 
by the grace 4)£ God, quene of Scottis, considering the 
place And cstait quharin Almighty God lies constitute hir 
•highnes. And how by the decesse of the king hir husband, 
hir majestie is now destitute of ane husband, livyng solitary 
in the state of widohede. In the quhilke kinde of lyfe hyr 
majestie maist wfllingly wald continue, giff the weill of hir 
realme and s\ibjectis wald permit it. But on the utlier pairt, 
considering the inconveniencis may follow, and the neces- 
sitic quhilk the rcahne hes that hir majestie be couplit with 
ftne husband, hir highnes hes inclynit to marry. And 
aeyng quhat incommoditie may cum to this realme, incase 
hir dcnajestif should joyne in mariage with any forein prince 
/of a strange natioun, hir highnes hes thoght rather better 
to yelde unto ane of hir awin subjectis. Amangis quhome 
hir majestie findis nane maire able nor indued wyth better 
qualities than the right noble and hir deare cousing James 
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Erie Bothwcll^ &c. Of quhais thankfull and t^cw serVkd 
hir highnes ia all tymes by past hes had large prulf and 
infidlible experience. And seing not onely the same gude 
mynde constantly persevering in him, but with that ane 
inward affectioun and harty luif towardes hir majestic^ hir 
highnes amangis the rest hes maid hir choyse of hym« And 
thairfore in the presence of the eternal God, faithfuUy, and 
in the word of ane prince, by these prcsentis takes the sayd 
James Erie Bothwell as hir lauchfull husband. And pro- 
mittes and oblissis hir highnes, that how sone the processe 
of divorce intentit bctwix the sayd Erie Bothwell and Dame 
Jane Gordon, now hys pretensit spouse, bcis endit by the 
order of the lawis, hir majestic shal, God willing, thairefter 
schottly marry and take the sayd erie to hir husband, and 
compleit the band of matrimony wyth hym in face of haly 

Item to the kirk. And shall never marry none uther husband but he. 

NorfoJJw ^^^^7 during his life time. And as hir; majestic of hir 

&c. gracious humanitie and proper motive, without deserving 

of the said Erie, hes thus inclynit hir favor and affectioun 
towardes hym, he humbly and- reverently acknawledging 
the same according to his bounde dewtie, and being as free 
and able to make promise of mariage, in respect of the 
sayd processe of divorce intentit for diverse reasonable 
causes, and that hys sayd pretensit spouse hes thairunto 
consentit, he presently takes hir majestic as his lauchfull 
spouse in the presence of God. And promittis and oblissis 
hym as he will answcre to God and upon his jSdelitie and 
honor, that in all diligence possible, he shall prosecute and 
setforward the sayd processe of divorce already begon and 
intentit betwix hym and the sayd Dame Jane Gordon hys 
pretensit spouse, unto the finall end of ane decreit and de- 
clarator thairin. And incontinent thairefter at her majes- 
ties gude wyll and pleasure, and quhen hir highnes thinkes 
convenient, shall compleit and solemnizat in face of haly^ 
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kirk the sayd band of matrimony with hir majestic, and 
luif, honor, and serve hir highnes, according to the place 
and honor that it hes pleasit hir majestic to accept hym 
untQ, and never to have any uther for hys wife during hir 
majestie's life time. In fayth and witnessing quhairof hir 
hyghnes and the said Erie hes subscribit this present faith- 
full promise with thair handes as folbwis, day, yeare and 
place foirsaidis, befoir these witnes, George erle of Hunt- 
lie, and Maister Thomas Hepburne parson of Auldham- 
stok, &c. Sic Subscribitur. 

MARIE R, 

JAMES ERLE BOTHWELL. 

Here note that this contract was made the v of Aprill, 
within viii weeks after the murder of the kyng, quhilke 
was slayne the x of the Februarie befoi^. Also it was 
made vii days befoir that Bothwell was acquitit by corrupt 
jugcment of the sayd murder. 

Alswa it appereth by the wordes of the contn^ct it selfc, 
that it was made befoire sentence of divorce betwcne Both- 
well and his former wife. And alswa in very truth was 
made befoir any sute of divorce intentit or begon betwene 
hym and his former wyfe, though some wordes in this con- 
tract seme te say utherwise. Quhilk is thu9 proved* For this 
contract is datit the v of Aprill, and it playnly appereth 
by the judiciall actes befoir the twa severall ecclesiasticall 
ordinarie judges, quhairin is contained the hale processe of 
the divorce between the sayd Erie an(^ dame Jane Gourdon 
hys wyfe, that the one of the same processes was intentit 
^4 begon the xxvi day of Aprillj and the uther the xxvii. 
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in- 

PubKck Contract at Edinburgh on the Eve of the 
Marriage. 

CoodaU, ii, AT Edinburgh, the xiiii. day of Nfaii, the zeir of God 
MD. thrie scoir sevin zeris. It is appointit, agreit, con- 
tt^ctit, and finalic accordit betwix the richt exccBcnt, licht 
heich, and michtie princesse Marie, be the grdce of God^ 
queen of Scottis, dowarrier of France, on the ane part, and 
the richt noble and potent prince James duke of Orkney, 
erle Boithvlle, lord Halls, Cheichtoun and Liddisdaill, greit 
admirall of this real me of Scotland, on the uther part, in 
manner, forme, and effect as eftcr foUowis j that is .to sayr 
Forsamekle as hir majestie, considering with hirself hovr 
Almichitie God hes not onlie placit and constitute hir heines 
to regnne owir this realme, and during hir lyvetymc to go- 
verne the people and mb^itantis thaarof, hir native sub« 
jectis \ bot ak that of hir royall persoun ^uccessiomi mycht' 
be produ^it, to enjoy and posses this kingdome and doix|»^ 
nionis thairof, quhen Gxxl sail call hir hienes to his mercy 
out of this mortaU lyfF; and hem graciouslie it hes plesit 
him alreddy to respect hir hienes, and this hir reafane, in 
geving ui)to hir majestie hir maist deare and onlie sone 
the prince, baith hir hienes self and fair haill subjectis ar 
detbund to randcr unto God immortal prayse and thankes.^ 
<And now hir majestie being destitute of an husband, levand 
solitary in the state of Hfedoheid, and zit zoung and of 
flurishing aige, apt and aWe to procreate and bring fMtk 
ma children, heS bene preissit and humbly requirit to zeild 
unto sum mariage. Quhilk petitioun hir grace weying, and 
taking in gude part, bot cheiflie regarding the preservatioun 
and continewance of hir posteritie hes condescendit thairto% 
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And mature dcliberatioim being had towcrt the personaigti 
of him with qiihome hir Hienes suld joyne in mariage, th^ ' 
maist part of hir nobilitie, be way of advise, hes humbly 
pfayit hir majestic, and thocht bettir that she suld sa far 
htimbie hifself, as to accept ane of hir awin borne subjectia 
on that state and place, that wcr accustbmat with the ma- 
nferi's^, lawis and consuetude of this countrc, rather nor ony 
foreytie prince : and hir m^estie preferr-and thair advyse 
affd prayers, with the weilfeir of hir fealmc, to^ the avance-- 
irtettt and promotioun qubiQc hir hienes m particular mycht 
hav*e* b© foreyne mariage, hes in that poynt likewise inclynit 
t6 thesute* of hif said nobilitrc.* And thay namand the said 
noble priilce, now duke of Orkrtay, for the special person- 
atg^, hir majestie well avysit, hes allowit their motiouh and 
lidmiiiaticjun, and graciouslie accordit thainmto, having re- 
cent iftemorie of the notable and' Worthit actrs, and gude 
sfervk6 ddfte and perfofmit !je him to hir majestie, alswell' 
sen hir returning and cirrivatt inthi^ realme, as of befoir ii>' 
liir hiencs's minoritie, and duriitg thcf time of goverhament 
<jf trmquhile htr dearest moder of gudd mcmorie, in ihc' 
itttthsctting' of h5r rttajcstk's tudtoriti^ agAiiis all iihpugfiaris 
and ganestanderis thairof t quhais magtk^niiSEi&eie, courage,' 
and constant trcwth toWett hit majestk, in prewrvation of 
hir awlfi persdun from nioiiy evident and greit dangeris, and . 
in conducting of heich s&id proiit^te ^Brpe^sei, tending to 
hit hienes's avancemcnt', and establisdiAg of fhii countric 
to hir perfite and universal obedience, hes sa far movit hir, 
and procurh hir fevout and affectiouft, that abuif the com- 
/noun and accustomat gude grace and benevolence quhilk 
princes usis to bestow on noble men, thair subjectis Weill 
deserting, hir majestie Wll be content to ressave and tak to 
Kir ittsband the said noble prince, for satisfactioun of the 
Jiartis of hir nobiKtie and people. And to the effect thac 
ftir majestie may be the mair aWc to governc and rewilt hir 
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realme in time to cum during hir lyfetime, and that yssue 
and successioun, at Godis plessour, may be producit of hir 
xoaist noble persoun, quhilkis, being sa deir and tender to 
hir said dearest sone, eftir hir majestie's deceis, may befoir 
ail utheris serve> ayd and comfort him. Quhairfore the 
said excellent and michtie princesse and quene> and the 
said noble and potent prince James duke of Orknay sall^ 
God willing, solemnizat and compleit the band of matri- 
mony, ather of thame with uther, in face of Jialy kirk with 
all guidlie diligence. And als hir majestic, in respect of the 
$ame matrimony, and of the successioun, at Goddis plesour 
to be procreat betwixt thame, and producit of hir bodyj 
sail in hir nixt parliament grant a ratificatioun, with avise 
of hir thrie estatis, (quhilk hir majestic sail obtene) of the 
infeftment maid be hir to the said noble prince, than drie 
Boithvile, and his airis maill to be gottin of his bodyt 
quhilkis failzeing, to hir hienes and hir crown to return, 
of all and haill the erldome, landis, and ills of Orkpay and 
lordship of Zetland, with the holmis, skerreis, quylandis^ 
outbrekkis, castellis, touris, fortalices, manor^plaqes, milniSf 
xnulturis, woddis, cunyngharis, fisheingis, alsweill in ireshe 
watteris^as salt, havynnis, portis, raidis, outseittis, partis, 
pendiclis, tenentis, tenendries, service of fre tenentis, ad- 
Tocatioun, dohat^oun, and richt of patronage of kirkis, be* 
nefices and chapelkmies of the samyn, liand within the 
sheriffdom of Orknay and fowdry of Zetland, respectivCy 
with the toll and custumis within the saidis boundis, to- 
gidder with the offices of sheriffship of Orknay and fbwdry 
of Zetland, and office of justiciarie within all the boundis 
als Weill of Orknay, as Zetland^ with all the privilegis, feis^. 
liberteis and dewteis perteining aiid belanging thairto, and 
all thair pertinentis, erectit in ane haill and &e dukry, to be 
c^llit the dukry of Orknay for evir : and, gif neid be, sail 
xp^ him new infeftmeot thairupon in competeut and dew 
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Ibnhc: quhilk hir majestic promittisi«v«'i(?/>r//;r;)>/r. And 
in cais, as (Sod forEKd, tliair 6cis na airis maill procreat be- 
iwix hir majestic and the said prince, he oblissis his utherii 
airi^ maiil, to lie gottiii' of hi J Body, to renounce the hald- 
ing of Blanche ferme contcnit in the said infeftrrteht, takand 
aiwayes and ressavand xiew infcftment of the saiais landis, 
erldome, lordship, ills, toll, ciistumis, arid offices above 
written, and ^1 thair jiertinentis erccitit in arte diikry, a* 
iSaid is : qiihilk name atid titill Ai sail atwayes retfene not- 
Witlistaridiiig the ilteratidun of the halcilrig ; his saidis airis 
&iaill to be gottin of his body payand zerlie thairfoir to our 
feaid soverane Ladyis successdris, or thair cdmptrollaris iii 
Ihalr rianie, the soum of twa thousand poundls mbiiey. of 
this realme, like as the saniyn was sett iri the tyme of the 
kirigU grace hir gracious fadei*, of maist worthy nieihoric. 
Mairdvef , the said noble arid potent prince and diike ob- 
lissis hlmi that he Salt nawySe disporie ribr put away dny of 
Ws landis, hefitaigi^, posse^^idunis and offices present, nor 
iquhihtis he 9(^1! h^ppiti to dbtehe arid conqiiess herefter dur« 
ing the iifiariage> fra the airis niaill to be gottin bctwii hini 
and hit majestic \ hot thay td succeid to the same, al^ weill 
Ss to the ^aid dukry df Orknay. Funhenriair, ft is con.i 
tluded and accordit be hif majeitici thai all signiitours; 
lettreS ind writtihgis to besubiscrivit be hir mJjestie in tyme 
ta cum, bfter the cdriipleting and ^dlemriiz'atioiin of the said 
tnaridgci dthir of giftis, diipbsitioriis, graces, prlvilegis, or 
iitheris sic thitigis quhatsuirievirj sal be alsua siibscrivit be 
the said tioble prince ihd duke foi* his intere^se, in signe 
and takin of his cdnsent ahd absent thatfto, a^ hir majestie's 
me^axid. likea^ it is alsua agreit arid aecordil be the said 
hoUe prince arid duties thil nft sign^tour^, kttres or wri- 
-tiagis, «>tHer.df giftis^ dispositionls, graces, privileg'is, or 
tithir sic thingis tbtKehlihg the affaires of the realhie, sal 
be ^scxivit^be him Oidie> arid without hir majestds avisc 
Vol; It; R 
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. and subscriptioim : and gif ony sic thing bappin, the samyn 
to be of* nane avale. A^d for observing^ keping and fulfil- 
ling of the premissis, and every point and article thairof, 
the said noble and mychtie princesse, and the said noble 
prince and duke hes boiindin and obllssit thame faithfuUie 
to utlieris ; and ar content and consentis that this present 
contract be actit and registrat in the buikis of counsel! and 
sessiouny adperpetuam rei memoriam : and for acting and regi- 
stering heirof in the said buikis, hir majestic ordanis hir ad- 
vocattis, and the ^aid noble prince and ^ duke hes maid and 
constitute maister David Borthwick, Alexander Skene his 
procuratoris conjunctlie and severalie, promittand de rato, 
.In witness of the quhilk thing hir majestic and the said 
noble prince and duke hes subscrivit this present contract 
with thair haadis, day, zeir and place foirsaidis, befoir thir 
witnessis, ane maist reverend fader in God John archie- 
bishop of Saintandrewis, commendatar of Paisly, &c- 
George eril of Huntlie, lord Gordoun and Badzenach, chan? 
cellar of Scotland, &c. David erll of Crawfurd, lord Lind- 
say, &c. George erll of Rothes, lord Leslie ; Alexander 
bishop of Galloway, commendatar of InchaSray ; Johnne 
bishop of Ross; Johnn^lord Fleming; Johnne lordHereisi 
William Maitland of Lethington younger, secretar to our 
sovcrane lady; sir Johnne Bellenden of Aucbnoule, knight, 
justice-clerk; and Mr. Robert Creyditon of Eliok, advocate 
to hir hlenes ; with utheris divers. 

MARIE R- 

JAMES DUKE OF ORKNAY. 

On the back, xiiii. Maii, 1567. 
Comperit pcrsonalie the Qucnis MajciBtic, and James Duke 
of Orknay, &c. and desyrit this contract to be registrat, 
&c. in presens df the Clerk of Register, &c- of quhais 
command I haif registrat the samin, 

J.SCOTT. 
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Depositions^ Trial, and Confessions of Powrie, DaU 
gleish. Hay and tiepburm 

The Depositions of WILLI AAI tOWRll!. 

A'pud Edirilurgum^ 23 Juntiy An. bom. 156^, in'pmeritia 
DominorUm Secreti Cofici/ih 

WILLIAMS POWRIE, borne in Kirifawnis, scruitdr to From An- 
tKe erle Bothwell, deponisj! That ye sam day the king wcs 165^"'"' 
slane at night, the erle Boithwell, accumpanyt with James 
Ormestounc of yat ilk, Hob Ormcstoune his fader brutKer, 
John Hepburne of Bolton, and Johne Hay zouriger, aseid 
togidder ta ^ri counselc in the nether hall of ye said erle 
Bothweirs liidgeing in ye ahbayy about four houris efiirhdnc, 
or yairby, and rentanit yairin twa houris, or yairby j quhat 
yai did or said^ he knawis hot^ 

Item. Deponis, Yat John Hepburne of Bolton, at ten 
houres at evin, ^ommindit the deponar and Pat Wilsounc 
to tafc lip ane cafrriage of twa maills, the ane ane tronk, and 
ye vthir ane ane leddirin mail, quhiiks Ivere lyand in the 
said nethir hall, qufailks the deponar and the said Pat put 
on and chargit upon tt^a horses of my Lordis, the ane bo- 
ing his sown horse, and carriit the same to the zet of the 
enteres of the Black Friers, and yare laid the same down, 
.quhair the erle Bothwell, acumpanit with Robert Ortne- 
stouQ and Paris, called French Paris, and Vtheris twa quhilfcs 
had cloakes abotit yare faces, met the sdidis deponar and 
Pat Wilsoun. And yat zonng Tallo, the lard of Orm^-' 
stouHc, and John Hepburne of Boltoun, v/es awaitand vpoit 
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ye deponar and Pat Wilsoun^ within the said zet ; and yat 
yarc the saidis thre persouns within the said zet, ressauit 
the saids twa charges, quhilks the deponar knew to be pul- 
der, because the same wes in sundry polks within the said 
mail and tronk v and ye deponar and said Pat Wilsoun helpt 
yame in with the same ;* and the powder being taken from 
yame, the said Johne Hepburne of Bolton sent this deponar 
for candeUi and yat he coft six halpenny candcll fra Georde 
Burnis wife in the Cowgate, and deliverit to the said 
Johnne : and yat ye saids persouns xessavaris of the powder^ 
had ane towel with them, with ane littil licht candell ; and 
the saids persouns within the said zet oppynit the tronk 
and mail, and tuck out the polks with the powder : and 
everie ane of yame tuck yane upion his back, or under his 
arm, and carryit the same away to the back-wall of the 
zaird yat is next the trees, and yair the said laird of Orme- 
stoune, Johnne Hepburne of Boltoun, and zoung Tallo, 
ressavit the pulder fra yame, and wald suffer the deponar 
and his marrow to pass na furdar. And quhen the deponjir' 
and his marrow came bak againe to the said Frier zet, the 
twa horss that carryed the said maill and tronk war away> 
and zit yay carryit the skids mail and tronk agam to the 
abbay, and as yay came up the Black Frier Wind, the quencs 
grace was gangand befor,e yame with licht torches : tod yat 
the deponar and his marrow being cumin to the said erfes 
iudging in the abbay, thai tarryit yare ane hour or m^, 
and yan the said erie came zn» and immediatly luk aSFhis 
claythes yat wcr on, viz. a pair of blak velvet hoise, trussit 
with silver, and^e doublet of satin of the same mancr, 
aaid put on ane vthir pair of black hoise, and ane doublet of 
canwes> and ttrk his side riderng cloak about him, and in- 
continent past furth, accumptoyt with French Paris, the 
deponar, Georde Dagleish and Pat Wilsoun, and came 
down the turnpike^ and alang th« bacb^aU of the queaes . 
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garden, quhill yai came to the bade of the ciinzie-housCji 
and fhe back of the stabillis, while thay came to the Can- ' 
nogate. And deponis, yat as yai came by the gait of the 
quenes south garden, the twa sentinellis yat stude at the 
zet yat gangis to the utter doiss, spisirit at yame, quha is 
yat ? and yai answerit, friends. The centinel speirit, quha( 
friends ? and yai answerit, my lord Bothwells friends. 

Item. Deponis, Tat yai come up the Cahongate^ and to 
the neither bow, and findand the bow steikand, Pat WiU« 
son cryet to John Galloway, and desirit him to opin the 
port to friends of my lord Bothwell, quha came and og?- 
pynit the port, and yai enterit, and zeid up aboue Bassyn- 
tines house on the south-side of the way, and knockit at 
ane staire, and caliit for the laird pf Ormestone, and Ro- 
bert Ormestone, and nane answerit yame, and yai yan 
riippit down ane cloiss bcneith the Frier Wynd, and come 
to the zet at the Black Friers, and enterit in at yat zet, and 
zad quhill yay come to the back-wall and dyke, quhaire tl^e 
deponar and Pat Wilson left the utheris persouns before 
exprymit, with the powder as said is, and yaire the erle 
BothweiUe past in over the dyke, and bad the deponar, 
Pat Wilson, and Georde Dagleish tarry still yair while he 
come backwart to them. And fiirder deponis, yat yai 
tariit yar« half an houre, and hard never din of any thing, 
quhiU at last my lord, accompanyit with zoung Tallo, and 
Johnne Hcpbume of Boltoune, come to the deponar, and 
vtheris twa persons being with him, and evin as my lord 
and thir twa comes to the deponar and his marowis at the 
dyke, thai hard the crack, and thai past away togidder out 
at the Frier Zet, and sinderit quhen yai came to the Cow- 
gait, pairt up the Blackfrier Wynd, and pairt up the clois$ . 
which is under the EndtoylUs Well, and met not quhill vai 
csMSie to the eiid of the Bow, and zeid down ane s^w» on 
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t}ie north side of the gait» to harif loppin the vvsill of Leiti^ 
Wynd, and yair my lord thoucht it oyer heich, and came 
again aback to the port, and caused cry upon John Gal-j 
loway, and said yai war friends of my lord Bothwilis. And 
John Galloway ruse and let them fiirth, and syne yai past 
down St. Mary^s Wynd, and down the back zairds of the 
Canongait, and to the said erles ludging ; and as yai past 
the queens guards before specifyit, gum scntinells speirit at 
yame quha yai war, and yai answerit, yai war friends of my 
L. Bothweill ^ and als spcirli quhat crak yat was, and yai 
answerit, yai knew not ^ and yat the sentinels bid them, if 
yai were servandis of my L. Bothweill, to gang yair way. 

My lord come into his ludgeing, and immediately calKt 
for ane drink, and tuk oS his cloathes incontinent, and zeid 
to bis bed, and^tarriet in his bed about half an hour, quhen 
Mr. George Racket come to the zct, and knocks, and ^6-. 
sired to be in ; ai^d quhan he came in, he appeared to^be 
in ane greit eflray, and was black as any pik, and not ane 
word to speik. My lord enquirit, quhat is the matter, 
man ? And he answerit, the kingis house is blawn up, and 
I trow the king be slayij. And my lord cryet, fy, treasoun ! 
And yan he raise and pat on his claiths. And yarefter the 
erle Huntley and mony came in to my lord, and yai zeid 
into the queues house. 

Item. Deponis, Yat upon the nixt nicht efter, my lord 
desyrit yis deponar, Pat Wjlsop, Georde Daglish, the laird 
of Ormestoiine, and Hob Ormestoune, John Hepburn, and 
. zoung Tallo, to keip thair tongues cloiss, and yai suld nevir 
want sa lang as he had, and yat he suld send the deponar 
andPat Wilson to the armitage, and yat yai suld be honestly- 
custainit. And being inquirit, gif this deponar, at my 
lord Botfx wells desyre, socht ane fyne lunt of any of the 
suddartis : and answerit, yat he did .the same, and gat a 
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piece of fine lunt of half a faddomc, or yareby, fra anc of 
the suddartis^ quhals name he knawis not, and deliverit to 
Johne Hepbume of Boltoune, upon Saturday before the 
i^ingisL slaughter. 

jipud Edinburgutn 3 yulii^ An, Dom, 1567', in present ia 
Domtnorum secreti Conciliu 

WILLIAME POWRIE re-examined, dcponis. Tat the 
carage of the tronk and mail contenit in his former deposi- 
tioun, were carry ed by him and Pat Wilsone, upon anc 
gray horss yat pertained to Herman page to my lord, at twa 
sundry tymes, and war carryed and conveyit by yaim into 
the place containet in his former deposit, and yat at the 
Frier Wynd fute yis dcponar said to Pat Willson, at the 
conveying of the last carriage, thir words, Jesu, Patt, 
quhattin ane gait is yis we are gangand ? I trow it be not 
gudc. And he answerit, I trow it be not gude 5 but weist, 
hald zour tongue. 

Item. Depons, Quhan the deponar and Pat Willson come 
to the Frier Zet with the last convoy, and laid the same 
down, Robert Ormestoune come furth, and said thir words. 
This is net gude like, I trow this purpois will not come to 
this nycht, I will in and sa quhat yai are doing. 

Item, Yareftir quhen the powlder and greaith was carry- 
ed inwart, the Deponar tarryand at the dyke, the laird of 
Ormistoun of yat ilk came again, and said to John 'Hep- 
bume and young Tallo, thir words, (Paris Frenchman be- 
ing with him) be God it is fair in field, cum of it quhat 
will, and bade the deponar and Pat Wilson gang their way } 
and at the same tyme yat ye deponar and Pat Wilson laid 
down the last cariage at the said Frier Gait, the £. Bothweill 
came unto thame utwith the Frier Zpt, accumpanyit with 
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t^rt mote, quhilks had yaxe cloaks, and mults upon ym 
feet. 

Item. DeponiS) Yat the saidis Johnoe Hcpbume of Bol< . 
tone, upon Saturday at eyin bcfoir the kiojjis slaughter^ 
brought the niail and tronk quha^rin the ppyrki^ wa?, to 
the £. of Bothwiles ludgeing, and Uid in the same in the 

V peithq" hall : and the dcpon^ dcclarfs, jzt at the la$t horse 

cariage he b,are up ane toome poulder barrel to the same 
place ys^i carriet the pulder^ and yat he v^^t not how not 
be quhome the ^ame came i^ th^ erle Bothweili^ ludging. in 
the abby. 

Item. Eleponis, Yat yppn ^h^. mom eftir the Ipngis 
slauchteri viz. Moinonday, Johne Hepburne of Boltoun gat; 
ane grj^y horse, Mr. Young T^^llp an^ broun hpiifss £ra liv^ 
L. Bothwcill. . 

Item, {nquirit g^ William Geddes deposition, being red 
to the dqppnar, was trew ; declarit the ^aine wa$ aU trew, 
except the deppna^ remembers not quhiddei^ he bad an4 
counsulit this Gedde^ not to be fund pn the gut yat nychi 
pr not. 

This is the ttevr copy of the deppsi^ipn^ pf ^e said WiU 
liam Powry, maid in presence pf the Iwds pf secreit 
counsall, concord^nd and agrieand with the principal 
remainand at ^he pffiqe of justiciary, collatiooat be jne 
, sir John Bellenden of Auchnoule, clerk pf our souerano, 
lordis justiciarie, witnessing my sign and subscriptioij^ 
inanus^ 

JOANNES BELLENDEN CUrUus Justitiaria^ 
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The Deposition of GEORGE DALGLEISH, 

Jpud Edinburgum^ 0.6 y unity An. Dotn^ i^Cf^ presentibus f9^ 
mitibus de J^ortoun isf Atholy preposko de Dundeiy ^ do^ 
fnino de Grange* 

GEORGE DALGLISHf seruande in the chalmer to the 
erie Bothvdl, of the aige ofay zeirisj ox yareby, &c. deponis^ 
yat ye Sunday the king was slayne at nycht, th^ E. Bothr 
weli^ accumpanyit with the laird of Ormistoune of yat 'iSk^ 
Hob Orniestoune his &der bruther, Johne Hepbume of 
3okoney Johnne Hay of Tallo zounger^ war togidder v^ 
^e neither hall of the said ef I's ludging m t^ Abby, about 
four houres in the eftimon^, and remained yarein ane hour 
and a half, and quhat yai did knaws not, be ressoun the 
deponar remainit ^or the maist part in my lord's 9hahner, - 

I(m» Deponis, yat my lor4 his^unaister came to hiar 
chalmer about 12 hours at evin, or yareby, and tuke of his 
clayths^ and chingi^ his hois and doublet, viz. ane pair of 
hoiss stocket with black welvet, pasementit with silver, and 
ane doublett of black satin of the same maner, and put on 
ane vther pair of black hoiss, and ane canwes doublett 
white, and tuke his side riding cloak about him, of sad Ing- 
lish, claith, callit the new colouiv^ And, incontinent thfr 
Erie, FrQQch Paris, William Powry, scrmtOT and porter to 
the said erle, Patt Wikoun, and the deponar, zcid down 
the turnepyke altogidder and endlong the baJi^ of the 
quene's garden, quhil yow cum to the bak of the cunzie 
house, and the bak of the stabillis, quhiU zow com to the 
Cannqgate foreanent the Abbay zet. And depone99 as yay 
came by the entry of the queue's south garden, ane of the 
sentinels yat stude at th? zet yat gangb to the utter doiss^ 
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$peirit at thame, quhais that ? Yai answerit, friends-; quhat 
friends? friends to my lord Bothwell. 

Item, DeiJonis, yai came up the Canogait to the Nethir 
Bow, quhilk wes steikit, and yat Patt Willson cryit to John 
Galloway, and bfd him come down and oppin the port and 
iet yamcin, and yat yai tarriet ane gudequhile or Galloway 
came down to let yame in, and speirit at yamfe, quhat did 
yow out of yair beds yat time of night ? and eftir yay en- 
tcrit within the portc, yay zcid up abone Bassyntines hoUse 
on the south-side ef the gait, and knockit, at ane dur be* 
Beth the swordslippers, and callit for the lard of Ormes- 
. feounes, and one within answerit, he was not yare ; and yai 
pttssit down a doiss beneth Frier Wynd, and enterit in at 
the 2et of the Black Friers, quhil they come to the bak 
wall and dyke of the tovna wall, quhair my lord and Paris 
past in over the wall, and commandit ye deponar, William 
Powry and Pati Willsoun, to remayne still quhill yai came 
till yame, andquhatevir yay hard or saw, not ta^stur o» 
depart quhill he cam againe : and yat yis deponar and the 
lather twa tarreit yair. half an hour or yareby, and in th^ 
nieyn time hard no din of any thing, quhill at last my lord^ 
^cGumpanyit with John Hay zounger of Tailo, Joh{}eHepr 
burne of Bolton, come to the deponar, and hisk cpmpany^ 
yay hard the crack, and past all away togidder out at the 
Frier zc|:, and sunde^it in the Co\f gait. My lord, Johnne 
Hepburne, and Pat Wilsoune, William Powrie ancj the 
deponar zeid up ane wynd bcrest the Friej'Wynd, and crossit 
the Hiegait at the Nether Bow, to haif lopin the wall at 
Leith Wynd, bot thai thocht the wall over hich, and came 
agane to the Port \ and my lord caussit cry upone Johne 
Galloway, and said, yay were servands of my lord Both-* 
weiU \ and yat he ruse and oppynit the wickit, quha it wes 
yat ruse, ignorat : and syne yay passit down St. Mary 
Wynd> and down the back of tl^^ C^nnyggit^ and to th^ 
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said cries ludging, and cnterit be the same turnpickc yat 
^ai cvn fiirth at. And as yai passit by th6 queue's gardens, 
ane of the sentinel's speirit, quha yay war ? And yai ans- 
werit, yai war friends of my lord Bothwall. And so soon 
as my lord came in his ludgeing he cryit* for ane drijak, and 
incontinent yareftir tuke off his claythes and zeid to his 
bed, and lay be the space of half ane hour or yareby ; and 
yat Mr. George Hacket came to the chalmer about half ane 
hour eftir my lord lay down. Quhan he came in, he ap- 
perit to be very effrayit, and my lord speirit, quhat is the 
matter man ? And he answerit, yat he heard at the Kirk of 
Field like the schot of ane cannoun, and, as I hear say, the 
king's house is blawn up, and I trow the king be slaync. 
And incontinent my lord raise and pat on his clayths, tha^ 
is to say, the same hpiss and doublet yat he had on upon 
Sunday, quhilks wer passements with siluer, and sa sonc 
as my lordis clayths was on, he departit fiirth of the chalmefj 
and the deponar remanit still in the chalmer. 

This is the trew copy of the depo^itione of the said 
George Dalglish, maid in presence of the lordis befbre 
exprimit, concordand andagreeand with the principall 
remayning at the office of justiciarie, coUationat by mc 
Sir John Bellendent knight, clerk of our soveraignc' 
lordis justiciary, witnessing my signe and subscriptioun 
znanuaL 

JOANNES BELLENDEN . Q/ericus Justiciaries 
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The Deposition of JOHN HAY younger of Talo, 

Jpud Edinburgum 13 diemensis SepUmbrisy An. Dom, i$6'j^ 
in presence of my Lord Regent^ the Erles of Morton and 
Atboti the Lairds of Lochlevin^ and Petaronp^ Mr* Jamei 
Magyll^ and the Justice Clerk. 

THE qubilk day, John Haye zoungcr of Tallo being ex- 
aminit anent the kingis graces m\irther, grantit and con* 
fessit himself culpable yareof, and as he wald answer before 
God, deponit and declarit the erle Bothwele his master* 
pairt of the same, sa far as the deponar knew, in manner 
following : that is to say, that upon the 7 day of Februar 
last bypast, before the kingis murther, thprle Bqthweil, 
within his chalmer in his ludging in the Abbay of Haly* 
rudhous, schew to the deponar the purpose of the kingis - 
murther, sayand their words or siclike, Johne, this is the 
' mater, the kingjs destructioun is devysit, and I mon reveiU 
it unto ye, for an \ put not him down, I can not haif an 
lyfe in Scotland, he will be my destruction, and I reveiU 
this to the as to my freind, and gyf ?ow reveill it again, it 
will be my destruction, and I sail seik this thy life first: and 
yarwith be gave the depone also diverse admonitions, and 
aisp fair prqmises tP keip the matter secret, and to take 
part wi^h him in the kii\gis slaughter, as he had devisit 5^ 
apd yat yareafter at eyin, in the presence of John Hepburn 
cajlit of Bolton, the said erle prbponit the samyn matter to 
the ^epoi^ar, quhilk |Qhn Hepburn was on the counsail 
yairof pf before. And therle Bothwell said to the de- 
ponar, I have dey^t it in tliis manner, and ye sail do the 
samej that is to say, he said in presence of James Ormis- 
^oun of yat ilk, and the said John Hepburn, thir words, 
the puldcr mon be l^i^ in the house under the kingis 



ttialmef j quhaite the qucene suld lye, in to bsuril, ^gyf it 
itiay be gottin within th^ barril, and the same barril sail 
haif an hoiil at the nethef end 3rareof,> and an tre holit and 
howktt like an troch put to the hoill q( the barrSi and an 
lunt yareuponj quhilk sail be fyrit at the hr end, and the 
Unfyrit end laid in the hoill of the barril in the ptilder. 
And this porpos suld haif bene put in execution upon th^ 
Saturday at night, and the matter fayllit yat night, becaixt 
all thingis war not in reddynes yairfor- 

Item. Deponit, yat upon Sunday yareftef, about thre or 
four houres afternohe, in therle Bothwell's nedder house 
in the Abbaye, the «aid erle, John Hepburn of Bolton, 
and the deponar, devysit yat my lord suld gang up to the 
said laird of Ormiston's chalmer .(like as he did) sua sone as 
it was mirk, and yat yare past with my lord, quyet on fute, 
John Hepburn of Bolton, the deponar, and Ade Murray 
met yame, and sum utheris quham the deponar remembers 
not, at the said laird of Ormiston's staircfute of his chahner^ 
above the bow, on the south^yde of the gait, and yat my 
lord C0mmandit the said Ade and utheris to pass to Mr* 
John S^nsiSi imd romayiie yare q^hill he caune to yame f 
and yat my lord, John Hepburn of Bokon^ and the de*' 
ponar, ei^erit in the said laird of Ormiston's chalmer, 
quhair yay fand the said lard, and Hob Ormiston his'fadef 
bruther^ atid an br^tther of the brds, quhais name the de** 
ponar knaws not^ and was put tq the dur : and yair yat 
eonsuUit quhat gait yai suld gang to the kmgis house, bo- 
cans yai had not tane purpois yaimpon of before rand syne 
yai xeid all down togyddcr to the Black Freir zek, and ye 
said lard of Ormiston zeid in throw the aid howsis and 
wallis, and past and opynitt the said Freir zet to my lord, 
the deponar, and the rest foresaid. And yat my lord and 
(he deponar zeid up and down the Kowgate, quhile Wilie 
Fowry and Pat» Willson brocht the powder, quhilk was 
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tnrocht at twa sundry times, forth of the Abbay, ff bm tfiC' 
drli's ludgeing, and yat the same was in a tronfc and aA 
maili and was brought upon Hefmani^ naig, and yat th^ 
powder was ressavk in a£ the Black Ff cir zeit be the said 
lard of Ormiston, ^d John Hepburn of Bohown, and yat 
the ?amyn was born in he Wille PoWry, Pate Wilson, and 
the saids htrd of Ormiston, Hob Ormiston and the depionar 
in the trunk and mail. And yatreftir the powder yat wai 
in the trunk, was taken furth 6f the same, and put in 
polks, and the powder yat wa$ in baith the tronfc and mail 
was caryit to the kingis house in polks. 

And It is of veritid, that Paris the French man was ik 
the nedder house, under the kingis chalmer, and had an 
key of the backdowr, and then the said lard of Ormistolt 
past in at the said dur, and spake with the $aM Hob hii 
fader bnif her, and with the said Paris, being both therein, 
and fand the time convenient, and came forth again, and 
tauld the samyn to the said erle and his cumpany $ and yat 
yai had with yame alswa a tre and a powder barrel, for t^ 
have done as said is, .but the'barrel was ^ -meikle, it could 
not be gottin in at the duur } and yan< yay fok all th^ polls 
and carried yame within the said latch hotisei* and temit 
yame on the flour in zn heip, and the polks weir takeri 
forth again, and yat my lord was in the house. afoir, and 
had left the said Paris yarein, and the said Hob standand 
at the dur awaitand upon yair coming: and yat the said 
lard of Ormistone said to the said John Hepburn, tt ken 
now quhat ye haif ;to do quhen all is quyet abone zow, 
fyre the end of the Innt, and cum zour way^ And yareftir 
the said lard of Ormiston past his way with Hob With 
.him, and Paris. John Hepburn and ye deponar taryit stiU 
within the said laich house a certain space, and Paris lockk 
the back dur, aud the dur yat passes up the turnpike to the 
kingis chalmer, quhair the king, the quene, and ye erb' 
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BothwcU, and vthers were, and passit up to yame, Icvand 
behind hint the said John Hepbiu-n and the deponar lockit- 
in the said nedder house ; and as the deponar believes, 
Paris shew the erle Bothwell that all things were in readi- 
ness, and syne sone yareftir, the queneand the lordis re- 
turnit to the ahb^y, my lord Bothwell being in her cuitl- 
pany; and yareftir the erle Bothwell, accumpanyit with. 
Paris and Georde Dalglish, came to the back zard, and 
the said Hepburn quha had twa keyis of the back dur, 
lichtit the lunt, and came with the deponar, and lockit the 
durris after, yame, and fand the. erle of Bothwell in the 
zaird, quha speirit at yame, gyf they had done that quhilfc 
he had biddin yame, and fyrit the hmt ; and yai answerit 
yat it was done* And efter my lord and thai tarryit in the 
zaird anc lang tyme : and quhen my lord saw yat ye matter 
came not hastily to pass, he was angre, and wald have gea 
in himself in the house, and the said John Hepburn stoppit 
him, saying thir wordis, ze neid not. And my lord 
said thir wordi^^ I will not, gang away quhile I see it done i 
and within ane schort space it fyrit, my lord, Jolm Hep- 
bum^ the deponar, and Paris being gangang at the fute of 
the aley in the said zard, and quhen they saw the house 
riseand, and heard the crack, they ran their way, and come 
down the Wynd fra the said Freir zett ; and yat liiy lord 
yareftir past to the wall at Leith Wynd, to have past over 
it, but because be thocht it over hich, he sturrit yairwith, 
and came back again to the Nedder Bow, and past furth at ^ 
the port, after Johnne Hepburne had cried upon John Gal-: 
laway, porter, and caussit him oppin the port 5 and that the 
saids. John Hepburn and Georde Dalgleish passit afore with 
my lord, and sone yareftir, the deponar and Paris follow it, 
and the deponar passit to his bed in John Hepburns in the 
Canongait, and my lord passit to his awin ludgeiug in thc^ 
Abbay. 
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The Deposition of JOriN HEPBURN, cafled Joiln df 
Bowton; 

Apud E^nhurgitm 8 die mensis Dedhnlrisj An. JDc^n. t^6jf 
in presence of my Lord Regent, the Erie of Atholy the Lord 
Lindsay y the Lard of Qrattgey and the Justice Clerk: 

THE qiihilk day, Johttne Hcjilwrne, callit johnhe of 
Bowtouti, being examinit updn the kingb miirtherj granttt 
idmself culpable and gilty yairof, and a$ he wald ittswer& 
before God, deponit ahd declaryt the eirle of Bothwcfle hiS 
iSEiaisters part of the samyn, so far as the deponar kiiew in 
this matter, that is to Say, the first tyme yat eWr \he erleof 
Bothwile spake yis matter of the kyngis miirther to thi 
deponar, Was ane^ay or twa aftir the bringihg of th^ 
powder fiiith of Dimbar, at qiihilk tynic he said to the de* 
jponar iii this nianner, thair is ahe pnrpois ditisit sonong^ 
*ome of the noblemen, and me amongs the rest, yat th<! 
kinge sail be slarie, and that ev&y ane ttf as JaeiD send twd 
tervandis to the doing yarof j otrther on the fields, or others 
wise as he may be appfehendit ; and yait desirit ye deponaif 
ko be ane cm the entteprysets for him : qtihais an^er wasj 
yat it was ane etil piirpoiij, and iit, because he Wa^ Servand 
jmd cduslgnance to his lordshyp, he wild do as trtheifs waldj 
and put hand to it* Ohe the niome yareftir, he caUit Jfanu^ 
Ormiston of that ilk, the deponar and John Hay zdtmger 
of Tall6, and brfeak the purpois to yaaie, and maid the 
iike decliratiouhe t3 , yame^ yat vthif no&lemen had 
had as far entires as he in yat mattef ; and yai maid td 
him eVin sic answet as he had done. Qtlhethcr my Icfa'd 
had schewcd yame ye purpois of befoir or not, ye deponaf 
knawes not. Swa every dayyare tras tanking amongis 
yame of the samyn purpois, quhill t^ithin twa dais before 



ye mtirtheri yat the saiderle changed puiTpoiSe bf tl^fe slaying 
bf the kinge one the feiMes, because yan it wald be knawni 
find schev?^ to yame quhat wiy it mycht be Usit lictter be yd 
puldcr. Afid iDii the SUrtday, in the jgWming feefbre hichtj 
ye p dale of Pcbriiar fest bepast, the depohar ^^lid ye said 
Johne Hayes nian for ane tome poulder barrel tb tht mafl 
quhilk Johne Haye had coft the same fra, yat dwells abovi , 
Sandie BjrUces ^lotse held. At even my lord suppit irt 
m^ister Johne Balfoiir*s hoiil, 4uhire the t^ischop of Argyld 
hiaid the banket, and eftir sUpp^r hiy lord came tip Ihe gait, 
and yai all with hiiri to the said lard df Ormestonis' 
chalmer, quhair ye deponar and Johne Haye past in, and 
fand the said lard and Hob OrmUtoun his fader bruther j 
and as ye deponai' rtmembcris, yat was the first time yat 
Hob knew 6( yat mattei*, and yare yai spake togidder, and 
Vny lord schewit yaitte ye manei* \ and the dcpbhar, the said 
lard of Ormestoune, Hob Ormistone, arid Johne Ilayc, past 
to the fute of the 31ack Freir Wind, haveing sent awaj^ 
Wille Powry and Pate Wilsone for the poulder. And be*^ 
foreyaf comming furth of the said chaltrier, niylord de- 
^i-tit With his Sefvandis, qtihair ye dejporiar kliAwes rioh 
And the Saids foUre being togidder, as is befoir wryttih, at 
the fute of the Frcil^ Wind, the said Willie Powiy arid . 
Pate Wilsorie Cum agene with the jiouldei^, cjuhiik was 
brocht at tWo times iti ane frbnk and ane riiail, arid yai car-* 
i-eit it in at Black Freres zet j and quhert pi war changing ye 
J>ulder furth of the tronk in jpolks, iriy lord cdme iahd 
Speirid, gyf all waS i'edy, and bid yam^ liaiSt before the 
'queene cum furth of the kirigis house, tot gyf she cdme 
furth before yay wer i*eddy, yay wild not find sic commo- 
dity. And yan ye puldcr being pdt in polkd, the saids laird 
df Ol-mistone, Hob Ofniistone, this deponar, Johne Haye, 
"Willi Powry, ^nd Pate Wilsone turiit up the pouder to the 
kingis house, and fand Paris at the dur, quha openit the . 
Vol. 11* 8 
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flamyn» and yay ass^y it to haue taken m' the said barreSf 
and it wald not gang in at thf dtir, and yan yai liftit the 
$smfnf and brocbjt it back to the zaird, and had in th«! 
pouder, and turning it fiirth of the polks in ane bing and 
l^eip upon the flur, ey tn directly undei' the kii%i3 bed y and 
fan ye said laird of Orn^estone, Hob Ormiiton, and Paris 
past away, and left the deponar and John Hay within the 
pid house^ <pihilks tarryit yarein qtchill efter twa houres 
^er mydpight, and y;m tuk anelunt, with ane litle tre 
quharon it lay, and placit ye same,- ye ane end in the 
^ouder, and fyrit yc vthir endj. and cam y air way, and lockit 
ve thre duris behind yame ^ and at yair cuming furth to 
the zaitdjjyay fand my lord BothweU, Gcordie Dalgleish, 
I^at Witeon* unji Willie Po^wry.j and my lord speirit at then^ 
^yf yay jiad. done all thing? as was ordourit : and yai said^ 
?ea i apdj'ai tarryit upon ane gutter of ane hour yaireftir^ 
^nd my lord thocht lan^, and speirit gyf yair was ony part 
of the house yat they mycht &e the.lunt gyff it was Inim^nd 
anouchf and yai said, yare was nane but ane wundo quhilk 
wes .within ye clois, and as th^y war speeking upon it, the 
IjLOUse begputh to take fyre ^d blew i^j>, and yai ran away^ 
^d cum up BlacJ: Freir Wind, jand Zeid down ane clois to 
half go^tinover the broken wall at X«elth Wind, b»t my 
lord jthocht it over heich to Ipupj because of his sair handy 
and swa returnit to ye Neddir Bow, and walkynit John 
Galloway, portar, qyliiam yai . g?irt cum down ai\d ppin the 
2et J and Willie Powry, Paris, and John Haye, zeid eviiji 
down the Cannongait, and nay lord, the deponar, Pat Wil- 
son,and Georde Dalgleish, zeid down Saint Mary Wind, 
and behind the z^irds unto my lordis ludgeing in the abby«. 
And inyairbyganging, twa of the watchis spirit, quhat yai 
were, and ye deponar ans^^ertt, we are^ servands of t^e erle 
*Bothweill, gangand to him with news out of the town j and 
f wa my loid passit to his bed, and yis depon3^• lay down in 
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iht bed in ye hall. And sohc yareAir Mr. Geofgt Hackctt 
tame in, qoha told> yat the house of the Kirk of Field was 
Uawn up in the hair, and the king slane. And within 
short space yairafter my lord Huntley came In, and my lord 
Bothweili rai3S and put on hisxlaithis, and passit into the 
queenis house* And the deponar tarrytt sum tyme yareftixv 
aixd cumand fiirth^ fand the abbay zeit closit, and yan ye 
deponar fand the said John Hay in his bed in lohn Hep* 
bums> and lay down with him. 

Item, Deponis, yat yare wes fourteen false keys maid fbf 
Dppyning of all the lockes of the dures of the kingisludg-* 
ings 'at the Sark of Field, quhilk the deponar, eftir the 
committing of the said murther, keist in the quirie hole be« 
twix ye abbay and Leith. 

TWr ar ye true co'pics o^ the dep<5silioni« o^ the sHid 
John Hayc zovmgtt erf Tallo, and Johne (iepbum€ 
calHt of Boutoun^i maid in presence of mf lord re* 
gent, and the lords befi»re m^tionit, in manner heRAf 
expremitt, concordant and agreand with the origi- 
iialis, quhitks are remaiiiand in the justiciarle, colla^^ 
tionate be me Sir John Bellemlen of Auchia^» 
knight, clerk of our soverane lordis justiciary* 

JOHANNIS BELLENDEN, Oeriem JustuUirie! 



Sa 



$ 



too APRENDIX. 



TfK ^n^i ^^d Sentence of the saids William PowriCi 
. George Dalgletsh^ John Hay^ and John Hepburn. 

Curtajusttciaria S.D. N. regis, tenta Iff inchoata inpratorio de 
• . . Edinburgh tertio die mensis Januarii, anno Domini millesitfi» 

* . qtiingetHe^imo sexagesimo septimo, per honor abilem virum ma» 

gistrum Thomam Craig, justitiarium deputatum nomine no- 
•* bllis fef pdtentis domini Archebaldi comitis Argadia, dotnini 

• Campbell iff Lome, justiciarii generalis dicti S. D. N* R. 
' iotius regni sui generaliter constituti. Sectis vocafis iff 
" . jruria affirrnqta. 

THE quhilk day, Johnc Hepburne callit of Bolton, 
Jdhne'iElaye, apperand of TaUo, WiUiame Powrie and 
George Dalgleish, being present in judgement in the said 
tourt, to be accusit of the dittay after^-specifeit, were putt 
to (he biawledge of the persons underwritten, quhilk were 
lawfully summoned to pass upon yair asize, choisin and ad- 
mittit be thameselues, and sworn to deliver ujpon the points 
pf the said dittay^ viz. 

JQhii Lockart of the bar, John Stoddart yair. 

The Laird.of Caprinton, Williame Strang, • 

James Campbell of Chankstoun, James Freeman Burges of 
Heugh Wallace of Carnell, Edinburt, 

The Laird of Mochrum, Heugh Brown yair 

William St. Qare in Gosfoird, Charles Geddes, 
Laird of Gastoun, John Watson, 

Robert Gray Burges of Edin-* James Aickman. 
burt, 

And immediately aftir the chesing and swcring of the 
saids personis of assys, as u§e;is, the foresaid John Hep- 
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bume, John Haye, William Powric, and George Dalglishe, 
being accusit be dittay, oppinly read in judgement, of thq 
crymes following j and efter the reding alswa in jugement 
of certain answeris and depositionis maid be thamc of he* 
fore at particular examinationis of yame upon ye saidis 
crymes, quhilks yai recognoscit, and confessit to be of ve- 
rity in presence of the saidis personis of assys, the said per-' 
sonis of assys removit forth of the said court, and all to- 
gidder convenit and ressonit upoun the point is of the 
said dittay, togidder with ye saidis depositionis, and syne^ 
being yairwith rypely avysit, reinterit in the said court of 
justiciarie, and yair, in presens of the said justice-depute^! 
be yair deliverance pronouncit and declarit be ye mouth of 
the spekir John Lockart of the bar, chancilar of the said 
assys, fand and deliv^it the saids Johne Hepbuirne, John' 
Hay, William Powry, and George Dalglish, to be culpable,' 
fylit, and convict of art and part of the cruel, shamefull, 
tresonabill, and abhominabill slauchter and murthcrof 
umc^uhill the kingis grace, fadir to our soverane lord, in 
his awih ludging for the tyme, within the burgh of Edin- 
bvirt, besyde the Kirk of Field, quhair he w^s lyand in his* 
bed, taking the nychts rest, treasonably risahd fyre within 
the same, with ane grite quantitie of pouder, through force 
of the quhilk the said haill lugen wes raisit and blawin in 
the air, and his grace was murdcrit tresonably, and maist 
cruelly slane and de$troyi^ by yame yarein : and als, for^ 
art and part of the crewall slauchter and murthor qj[^ 
umquhill Willi am Tailzor his graces servitour^ and urn- 
quhil Andro Macaig, tresonably throw raising of the said 
fyre, as said is, committit in the cumpany with James 
sumerime erle Bothwell, now rebel, and declarit traitor 
in parliment, and at the Horn, in the moneth of Februarie 
last ^ by past, under scilence of nycht, upon sett purppscs, 
provisioun, and fqrthought felonye. 

/ S3 
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And thairfoir the said justice-depute, be domepronuncil 
he the mouth of Andro Lindesay, dempstar of the said 
court of justiciaries decernit, ord^it, and adjudgit the 
saidis Johne Hcpbume, Johne Hayc, Wijliame Powryc, 
and George Dalglish, to haif comittit the crymes of tre- 
soun and lese majestic ^ and as manifest traytours to be 
dem^nit as followisj that is to sayi the said Johiie Hep* 
burne> John Haye, William Powrye, to be hangit to tljc 
deid on anc gibbet at the McrcatCroce of Edinburt, and 
yair heddis, leggis, and armis, to be cuttit from yair bodies, 
and put up and hangin (as for example) on the portis of 
Edinburgh, and vther portis of the principall borxowis of 
yis realme; and yair bodies to be brynt and con^un^iit in. 
^yrc besyde the said gibbett. And the said George Dal- 
glcish to be hangeic to the deid, anU his heid to be cuttit 
fra his bodye, and put upon the port of Edinburgh, And 
siclyke, decernit and ord^nit the saidis personis, ^d ilk 
anc pf yame, to haif foirfaulted and tynt all and sundrye 
yair landis, heritages, possessionis, talkis, steddingis, lyfc^ 
rcntis^ actionis, debris, and all vthers yair guds, moveables, 
and qnmoveables, to be inbrocht, and remainc with pure 
sovcrayne lord, as his escheat. 

E^tr actum de lihro actorttm adjournalii S, J). N. Reg is ^p^ 
me yohannem Bellendepi de AuchinouUj militemi clcricum justl" 
^aria ejusdem ^eneratem^ sub meis jigno fe* subscrtptione mcH, 
m4libus. 

JOHANNES BELLEJJPEN CUricus JusiidarU. 
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* 

fb^ Confessiotm of John Habroun, young Talla^ Da- 
gleish and Ponaric^ upon ^uhom was justice execute^ 
the 3^ ofjanuarie^ the yeare of God 1 567^ 

JOHN of Bowton 4:opfassit that nyne was at the deidr Buchanan's 
ioing, my L. Bothwell, the lord of Ormistomi, Hob Or- EnglLh*"' 
BMStoun, himself, 'talk, Danish, Wilson, Pourie, and'^^^ 
Frentch Paris, and that he saw na moe, nor knew of xa^ 
other companies* 

hem. He knowiS n^ other but that that he was blowin 
in the ajrre, for he was handilit widh na mesas' handes as he 
»w, and if he was, it was withothers azid jibt with tham. • 

Item. As touching Sir James Balfour, he saw not hiai 
sttbscriptionn, but I warrand yx>u lie was the principall 
counsallar and deviser* ■ --. 

Item, He sayd, I co^fesse it i$' the yer ajl ppovidcnce of 
God that hei brought pae to his judgement, for I am led ta 
it as an horse to the ^all, for I had schippis prpvidii: to fiie 
but coulde not escape. 

bem. He sayd, let no man do evitl for <S0Hn$a!l of great 
196X1, or thayx" ifl ays ters, /thinking thay shall ^ve tham, fojir 
surely I thought that night thatf the^deid was done, than 
fiilthough knowledge should bene gotten, pa mai)^durst have 
6ayde it was evil) done, seing the hand writtis and acknow^r 
ledging the Qaeais mdnde thairtb. 

Jbem. Speaking of the Quenein the Tolbuith he saydf 
God make all i^eiU, but jthe langer deirt is hydden, it is the 
stronger. Qaho lives, piir daifhes \^ill be thought na newisp 

Iteni. Hinmest he confessit, he was ane of the prindipaU 
doers of the 4aith, gnd thairfoir is justly wprthy of daith, 
iMit he was assurit of the mercy of'Go4> ^uho callit him to 
irepentapce. 

S4 
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Item* Talla confcssit ut supra^ agremg in all ppintes m 
concerning the parsons, number, and blowing in the ayrc. 

hem. He afSrmit, that in Setoun my XoitA Both%YeU callit 
on him and sayd, quhat thought you quhen thou saw 
^im blowen in the ayre. Quho aunswerit, alas ! iny lord> 
quhy speake ye that, for quhen ever I he^e sic aihing, the 
wordes wound me to death, as they ought to do you. 

Jtem. That same (:ymc hp sjiv Syr James Balfour put in, 
his owne name and his brotber^s qn^q my Ip^'d Bothwelles 
semissioun. 

hem. He knew of the dcid doing three Qf. fpur fj;iys or it 
was done, or thereby. 

lUm. He sayd^p after that I came to the courts I I^ ^^. 
reading of God's worde and imbrasit vanitie^ ?n4 th^irfoii; 
hcs God justly brought this on me, 

Quhairfoir let all men flee eviil cumpanyi find Xo trust; 
not in men, for redy.are we to igabrace eVil, as redy as 
hardes to receive fyre. And furthur, in th« Talbuith he 
requirit John firande, minister of the congregation, to passe 
to my lord Lindsay^ and say, my lord, hartily I forgeve 
your L. and als my lord regent, and all others, but specir 
ally tham th^t betrayit me to you, for I know if ye could 
have savit me ye wotdd, desiring you^ as ye ^ill answere 
before (Jod in the latter day, to do your diligence to bring 
, the rest quho was the beginners of thi$ worke to justice, 
as ye have done to me, for ye know it was not begunne in 
my head, but yit prayses God that his justice hes begvinn$ 
at me, by the qubilk he hes pallit me to repentaui^ce. 

Item. DagBshc sayd, as God shall he my judge> I kneyr 

tiothing-of the kinges daith befoir it was done, for my lord 

^ Bothwell g^gand to his bedde after the taking of of his 

Jiose, quhJlke was stockit with velvet, French Paris cuip an^ 
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roundit with him, and thairefter he taryed on me for other 
}iose and claithis^ and his riding cloke and sworde, quhilke 
I gave him, and hercftcr cum up the gait to the lord of 
Ornristoun's dodging, and taryit for him, and thcrefter that 
he passit to ane Wynd beside the Blacke Fryers, and cum to 
the slopes of the dike, quhajr^ be gai*t me stand still j and 
as God shal be my judge, I knctv nathing quhill I heard 
the blast of powder; and after this he cum hame, lay downe 
in his beid, quhjll Mr. Ge'prge Hakit gym and knockit at 
the doore, and if I dye for this, the quhilke God judge me ^ 

gif I knew maire, qulia^ shal be done to tham quho was 
(]|^ dpyisers, coijr^sall^rs, subscrfVpfSi smd fortifiers of itt 
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No. XXV. Vol II. Page 18, 

The Evidence of Thomas Nelson concerning the mur^ 
der of King Henry Darnley. 

Marked with Secretary. Cecils hand. ♦ 

Aadcrwn, THOMAS NELSON, sumtyme scrvand in the chambii^^ 
l^sT ^* to umiquhill King H«iry of guide memory *of Scotlaadf • 
cxaminat upoun his conscience, declarik that he was actuall 
servand to the king the tyme of his mwrthour and lang of 
befoir, and came with him frome Glasgow the time the 
, quene convoyit him to Edinburgh. , ,♦ 

Itsm, The depopar remejnbris it wesdewysit in Glasg0W| 
that the king suld haif lyne first at CraigmylJ^e : bot be.- 
caus he had na will thairof the purpois wes alterit, and con- 
elusidun takin that he juld ly besyde the Kirk of Feild, 
at quhilk tyme this deponir beleyit evir that he suld haif 
had the duikis house, and Icnew na uther hous, quhill the 
king lychtit, at quhilk tyme he. past dcrccthe to the said 
duikis hous, thinking it to be the lugeinj; prep^it for him: 
bot the contrare was then schawin to hijn be the queue, 
quha convoyit him to the uthir hous, and at his cuming 
thairto, the schalmir wes hung, and ane new bed of blaci^ 
figurat welwet standing thairin. The keyis of the lugeing 
wes partlie standing in thedurris, and pairtlie ddiycrittp 
this deponir be Robert Balfour awnir, all exept the key qf 
that dur, quhilk passit throuth the sellare and the ^own 
wall, quhilk could noht be had, and thairfore Bonkle in 
the sellare said, he suld clois it weill aneuch within, quhlkis 
keycs wes keppit ^d usit be this deponir^ ^d utheris the 
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trfngi? icnrandis, quhill the quenis cuming to the lugcing, 
^t the quhilk tyme, the key of the laich chalmir updir the 
Jdng quhair sche lay^ua riytis, viz. the Wednisday and 
yrtday bcfoir hb murthour, with the key of the passage 
that past toward the gardini wer deliverit in the handis of 
Archibald Betoun, as the deponir remembiris, quhilk Ar-« 
chibald wes yscheare of th€ quenis chalmer dpur, befoir 
qtddlktyme of the quenis lying in the kingis lugeing the tua 
nytis above namyt, sche causit tak doun the uttir dour that 
jclosit the passage towart.baith Ui^ chalmeris^ and causit use 
thi samyn dour as a coyer to the bath fatt quherin he wes 
baithit : and sua ther wes na thing left to stope the passage . 
into the saidis schalmiris, bot only the portell durris^ as 
alsna scihe causit tak doun the said new blak bed, sayand it 
wald be sulzeit with the bath, and in the place thairof sett 
upc ane aul4 purpje bed that wes accustomat to be carit^ 
and the saidis keyis that wer delivefit in the handis of Ar- 
chibald Betoun remanit still in the Jiandis of him and 
utheris that awaiti^ upon the queue, and nevir wer deliverit 
agane to the kingis servandis : |^r sche sett upe ane gr^n 
bed for hir self in the said laich cHalmir quherin sche J|iy 
the saids tua nytis, and promfst alsua to haif bidden thair 
upoun the Sounday^t nyt. Bot eftir sche had tareit lang 
||nd intertenit the king vd^ey familairlie, sche tuk purpoise, 
(as it had bene on the suddan) and departit as sche spak to 
gif the mask tp Bastyane, quha that nyt wes mareit hir ser-. 
vand ; namelie, the said Archibald Betoun, and ane Paris 
Francheman havand th^ keyis of hir schalmir, quherin hir 
})ed stuid in, as alsua of the passage th^t past towart the 
gairding : fpr quhen the quene wes thair, hir servandis bad 
the k^yis of the haiUhouss, and durris at hir commande^ 
fncnt, for upon the nyt sche usit with the lady Rereis to ga 
.furthto the garding, and ther to sing arid use pastyme. Bot 
Ira the first tjmc that sche lay in that lvgcing,the kingis 
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scrvandxshad ncvir the key of hir said schalmir agane. Tlic 
quene being departit towart Halynid housj the king within 
the space of ane hour past to bed, and in the chahner with 
him lay wmquhill William Taylyour. This deponir and 
Edward Symonis lay in the Utill gaylery, that went dcrvict 
to sowth oute of the kingis schalmir, havand ane windo in 
the gawill throw the tounwall, and besyde thame lay Wil- 
liam TaiUeir's boy, quhilks nevir knew of ony thing quhill 
the hous quherin thay lay wes fallin about thame : oute of 
the quhilke how sone this deponir could be red, he stuid 
upounthe rwynous wall quhill the pepill convenit, and that 
he gat claithis and sua depairtit, quhill on the Monounday 
at efter none he was callit and examinat, and amangis 
utheris thingis wes inquiret about tlie keyis of the lugeihg> 
this deponir schew that Bonkle had the key of the sellare, 
^nd the quenis servandis the keyis of hir schalmir : quhilk 
the laird of Tulybardin liering said^ hald thair, heir is ane 
grund, eftir quhilk wourdis spokin th«ii left of and procedil;, 
jia farther in the inquisition. 
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No, XXVI. Vol. IL Page 32. 

Letter from Lord Hundsdown to Sir William Cecily 
from Berwick J 30/A August^ ^S^9* 

WHERIJN he says he received a letter of the 23 of FromAn- 
Augiist with the Q^Majestys letter, and my lady Lennpx Notes* of 
packet, ^d towching Paris, he was put to death a fortnight Letters in 
since, and so was Stewart, who was king of heraldS| which Office, 
had determined to kill the regent, but he was forgiven for 
that, and was burnt for coiijuration and witchcraft. 



Letter from Murray to Elizabeth^ without date* 

TPLEASE it yoiir majestic, I have of lait ressavit three From An^ 
letters of your hienes, the first by my servant Alexander ^^^ p^. 
Hume, the next from ane Mr. Tho. Flemyng, and the ^^ ^^*^^- 
third be my lord governour of Berwicke, for the differing of 
the executioun of death upoun ane Paris Fransheman.— ^ — 

As to that quhilk your majestic writtes of ane Paris, a 
Franshman, partaker with Ja. sumtyme E. Bothwele, in 
the murther of the K. my soverains fader, trew it is, that 
the said Paris arrivit at Leyth about the middes of June 
last ; I at that time being in the north partes of this realmc 
far distant, quhair upon it followed, that at my returning, 
cfter dilligent and circumspect examinatibun of him, and 
lang tyme spent^ in that behaulf, upoun the xvi. day of 
August bypast, he sufferit death by order of law, so that 
before the recept of your hienes letter be the space of 7 or 
8 day^s, he wcs execute. Otherwyseyour majesties requi- 
sitiouA towardis the diferring of his executioun by way of 
death suld haye been maist willingly obeyed^ the same bring- 
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dud tirith it n gude reason. Bot I tru$t his testimcmie ttk 
sal be fund sa authentik, as the credit thairof sail not seame 
doubtfiill neyther to jour hienes, neyther to thame quhj 
be nature hes graite$t cause to desire condigne punishment 
for the said murther. 

Deposition of Paris ^ Servant to the S. Q. and present 
at the Murder of her Housbonde. 

Od. B. ix. FoL 370. 

, Sensuyt la declaration et deposition de Hycollas Haubert diet 

Paris y Parisien, touchant la morte et meurtre du/eu Roy Hen-' 
ry d*Escoste t au meurtre duquel le dit Haubert estoit present, 
avec le Conte de Boduelet les autres ses adherens : Ceste de'* 
positim fut faicte a Satnct Andrieuy saHs ce que le dU Paris 
ftd contrairit ni tnterroguSf de son propre mouement et vouU 
loir pour s^en descharger cotnnte il deist, et ce le vKme.joui^. 
d^Aousty ^5^9* 

Et primieretnent, il deist, 

, JE confesse icy devant Dieu et le monde qlie le Mer^^ 

credy ou le Jeudy apres disner de la sepmain dbnct le dicfr 
meurtre du feu Roy fiit commis,moy estant en la chambre it 
la Royne a Kerkafield, en compaignye de pluesieurs aultres 
attendant la Royne, qui estoit a la chambre du Roy, Mons^ 
de Bodnel vint a la chambre de la Royne la ou j'estois^ et 
tne deist en Taureille, Paris ie me trouve mal de ma mal- 
iadye que tu s^ais qui est .mon flux de sang, ne S9ais-tu 
point quelque lieu la 6u ie porray aller faire mes affaires ? 
Ma foy, ce dict-ie, je ne fiit jamais icy qu'a ceste hcure-cy^ 
mais ie m'en vols chercher quelque lieu. La-dessus 16 
trouve ung cping ou trou entre deux portes et le va dir^^ 
Mops'* ycnes-Y0U8-en^sy vous e$tc$ otant press£ \ et ^tanl 
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}si ckdans, ie fanne la porte sur nous» et ky oste sa robbe^ 
Commencant a le destascher. II me tegarde, et ine de- 
snande comment ie n^e pottoys i luy disant que ie me por- 
toys bkn, la grace a Dieu et a luy, me tenant pour bien fe* 
compense du service que luy avois faict de m'avoyer faict 
donner I'cstat de varlet de chambre ches la Royne. II m^ 
respondist que ce n'estoit pas asses, et qu'il me feroit davan- 
tage. Je luy dis que ie me contentois, et que ie ne pouvoys 
dayantage a la maison de la Royne, voyant mon equalite^ 
Ct que ie me conteiitois. II mc diet que ie lie chomneroySc 
de rien que ie luy dise, car disoit-il, tu m'ais faict bon tt 
loyal service depuis que tu m'a servy ; car ie s^ay <jue tu as 
convert mon deshonneur qtie tti avoid occation de fouller 
Huant tu vins de mor> service hors d'Angleterre. Mpn*'* 
ce dict-ie, ie nay faict que tor de servitcur. Et bien^ . 
' cc dict-il, pour autant queie t'ay trouve fydelle serviteur, i^ 
tc veulx dire vne chose, mais il te fault gat<der lur ta vie 
que nulne le sache. (Mons^ ce.di-ie) il n'apettient ai| 
servitcur quant le malstre luy dit quelque chose de le re- 
irelcr> ct s*y est chose que vous penses que ie ne puisc gar- 
der, ne me le dictes point. S^ais^tu (ce dict-il) que cest j 

ccst que sy ce Roy-la qui est la d a jamais Ics pieds sur 

nous aultres seigneurs, il nous vpult dominer et estre cr^el,^ 
de Aous autres (iegneurs ne le voullons pas souffirir^ et aussr 
ce n'cst la fa9on de ce pais, et pour cela nous avons conclud 
nous aultres de le fairc sault — ^^de dedans ceste maison enTair 
avecquQs de la pouldre, de oyant ie ne le dis mot aiiis baisse 
la veue ba?se mon sens et mon cueur ce tourne de Tavoyr 
•uy ainsy parler. II me regarde, me demandant que ic 
pense ? Mons'. (ce di*ie) je pense a ce que vous me dictes, 
qui est une grand chose. Qu'en pense tu ? (ce dit-il) Que 
j'en pense, Mons". ? (ce di-je) vous me perdonnerez sy ic 
vous die selon mon ppuvre esprit ce que i'en pense. Que 
veulx tu dire ? (sc dit-il) *tu veulx prescher. Non, jVlpns'. 
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Vous orrcs. Et bien (sedit-il) dis, dU. Mdns'. (ce di-je; 
depuis cinq ou six ans que le vous ay faiet service le vous 
ay tousiours veu en grands troubles, et ti*ay Sceu jamais 
voyr d'amis qui ayent faict pour vous 5 maintenant, Mons\ 
vouS estes hbrs de tous ces troubles, la grace a Dieu, 
et plus en court a ce que tout le monde diet que jam^s ; 
pour ma part ie voye que chascung vous faict la court, petis 
et grands, mais le ne scay pas que vous rit qui vous veult 
• * veoyr aultrement, ic ne scay pas vous estes du pais Mons'. 
i)avantage Ton diet que vous estes le plus grand terrien de 
ce pais icy, et aussy que vous estes marie qui est Theurc 
quant vng homme prend ce ply la que il ce fault arcstef 
on jamais. Maintenant,'Mons'. sy vous cntreprenes cestd 
chose-la qui est grande, ce sera le plus grand trouble quft 
vous eustes jamais, par dessus les aultres, car cHascum cryerat 
ha harault sur vous, et vous le voyrcs. Et bien (ce dkt-il) 
as-tu faict? Vous me perdonnerez, Mons'. s*il vous 
plajst, sy ie vt)us ay diest selon mon pouvre esprit (ce di-ie). 
Etbeste que tu cs (ce dict-il) pense-tu que ic foy cecy tout 
seul de moy mesme ? Monsieur, ie ne $9ay pas comment 
vous le faictes, mais ie S9ay bien que ce sera le plus grand 
trouble que vous eustes oncques. (Ce dict-il) et comment 
sera-ce ? car i*ay disia Leddington qui est estym^ I'ung 
d,es meillcurs espricts de ce pais-cy, et qui est Tenterpreneuf 
de tout cecy ; en apres j'ay Mons'. d'Argyle mon frere, 
Mons*". de Hontlye, Mons'. de Morton, Ruthen, et 
liindesay. Ses trois-la une foys ne me fauldront jamais, car 
j'ay parle pour leur grace 5 et ay tous les signes de ceulx-cy 
que ie t'ay nommes, et aussy avons envie de le faire der- 
hierement que nous fusmes k Cragmiller, mais c'est que tu 
cs un beste et pouvre d'csprit, qui ne mcrite d'entendrc 
chose de consequence. Ma foy. Monsieur (ce di-ie) il est 
vray, car mon esprit n'est point pour telle chose;^ mais bien 
poiir vous faire service a ce que ie porray, et bien biea 
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Jilons''., ilz vous porront bieh ftire maistrc ct principall de 
ce faictJa, mais quant ce sera faict ilz porront aussy mettre 
le tout sur vous, et Ics premiers qui cryeront ha harault 
apres vous, ct les ceulx qui vous boutteront ie premier a 
mort, s'ilz peuvent. He ! Mons*"., ie vous prie m'en dire 
d'ung que vous ne m'aves point nomme ; ie S9ay bien que 
cestuy-la est ay me en ce pais du commuen peuple, et aussy 
de nous autres Francois, que quant il gouvernoyt Fespacc 
dc deux ou trois ans, il n'avoyt point de troubles au pais, 
tout le monde ce portoit bien, I'argent corroit, maintenant 
on ne peult veoyr homme qui ayt moyen, et ne voyt-on que 
troubles; cestuy-la est sage et sy a des amys allies. Qui est 
cestuy-la ? (ce me dict-il). Cest Mons**. (ce di-ie) Mons*"; 
le Conte de Morra : je vous prie me dire quelle part cestuy^ 
la prend ? (Ce dit-il), il ne se veult point mesler. Mons^ . (ce 
di-ie), il est sage. Adonc Mons^. de Boduel retorne la teste 
vers moy et me deist, Mons''. de Morra, Mons*", de Morra, 
il ne veult n'ayder ne niiyre, mais c'est tout ung. Bien, 
bien, Mons^. (ce di-ie) il ne le faicte sans c^use, et vous le 
voyrez. La-dessus il me commande dc prendre la clef de la 
chambre de le Royne a Kirkafilde. Je luy dis, Mons^ vous 
me pcrdoneres, s'il vous plaist, pour autant que ie suis 
€strangier, et aussy que ce n'est mon estat, Thuyssicr me 
porra demander que i'en veulz faire et il aura raison. Et 
pourquoy (ce dit-il) n'est»-tu vallet de chambre de la Royne? 
II est vraye, Mons''. (ce di-ie) mais vouz s9avez qu'a la 
nijuson d'ung prince chasque officier a son office, et entre 
ics autres Fhuyssier a le sien, I'ectat duquel est de garder la 
clef de k clKimbrc. Pourquoy done (ce dict-il) t'ay-ie mis 
a la chambre de la Royne sy non pour en tyrer du service ? 
Helas ! Monsr. (ce di-ie) c'est bien pour vous faire ser- 
vice a ce que ie porrois, mais ie pensois en moy mesme 
sans r,ien dire (le cralgnant) si j'eusse pense telle chose, 
Jamais la chambre ne m'^ust chambree. La-dcssus il s'en 
Vol. II. T 
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alia de moy de ce tron on coing4a, ou il avoit faict ses 
affaires. Luy estant party de moy> je prens mon manteau 
ct mon espee et m'en voys pormcner dans la grand esglise, 
ct pensoys en beaucoup de fortunes que j'avoys du passe 
cschapies de luy, et commencois a rcmercier Dieu qui 
xn'avoit delyvrc d'avequcs luy, luy demandant du bon cueur 
d'estre hors de sa cbmpaignie pour autant que ie cong- 
noyssois ses vices fort terribles, et principallement ung donct 
I'on diet que j'en suis sy bon serviteur, me reportant a Dieu, 
qui coBgnoit ce que luy en ay diet, comment ce seroyt sa 
ruyne. Plus de six «is il y a, et qu'il soit ainsy qu'on dc- 
mande au lard de Pctincreif, qui a ouy parler pourquoy je 
sortis de son service hors d' Angleterre : il me battist et me 
tormentast a coups de pied sur le ventre, pour me faire faire 
chose que ien'avoys envie de faire, donct il m'en a remereie 
en Escosse, que i'avoys convert son honneur la ou i'avois 
occasion de le fouller. Apres avoir pense a tout cela pour 
me resouldre de ce faict meschant que i'avoys entendu et 
qu'il m'avoyt diet, ie demande a mon Dieu, qu'il me con- 
seillast voyant le faict sy' grand il estonnoit mon esprit ; 
et que sy a ceste heure-la Mons^. du Croque eust este en 
ce pais, ie n'eusse point este en ccste peine icy. Quant 
ie vis qu'il ny avoit aultre remede que d'avoyr patience, et 
qu'il ny avoit chemin pour m'en aller sy non par Angleterre, 
laou j'eusse este prins et arreste per faulte de passeport, et 
aussy que cest trahayson contre le prince au serviteur de s'en 
aller sans conge, et aussy que ie ne sceu prouver pourquoy 
ie m'en allois sy non per Mons**. de Bodvel qui ne m'eust 
iamais adyouej voyant comme chascun peult pensier que 
cela gysoit beaucoup a son honneur, et a des aultres Seig- 
neurs a ce qu'il me disoit. Or doncques ce chemin-la ne 
me vallut rien, je me resoulz dessus ung poynt que sy ce 
meurtre ce feroit de brief c'estoit ma ruyne, pour autant 
que ie congnoyssois I'homme qui n'eust iamais failli de moy 
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commander, et s'il y auroit dix ou douze jours entre deux, 
j'auray esperance de bien faire, car s'il va navire de quelquc 
coste que se soyt, qu'en Angleterre j'estoys delibere de me 
desrober pourquoy ie me resoulz au sortler de I'esglise de sca- 
voyr de luy quant ce seroyt. De Vendredy doncques ie m'en 
vois a luy a sortier de sa chambre^ c®mme il alloit chez la 
Royne, et aussytot qu'il me veist II me demande sy ie avoys 
prins ceste clef. Je luy dis que je regarderoys a Ie faire ; il 
me diet que je ne faillisse dont point, car c'estoit a Dymanche 
qu'ilz vouUoyent faire a mettre leur faict en execution. A 
ceste heure-la je sors d'avecques luy plus fasche que iamais, 
ct m'en vais sur Ie chemin du petit Leith tout expres pour 
trouver navire ; et quant ie fiis a moytie chemin ie dysoys 
en moy-mesme, or est-il bon a voy que tu as Tesprit bien 
perdu, pour autant qu'il ny a plus que de main entre deux, 
quant ores Ie vent seroyt bon, as-tu la puissance de louer ou 
fretter une navire tout seul ou expres ; la-dessus ie m'oste 
du grand chemin et me destorne a part, priant Dieu de me 
conseilleir, car de faire bruyt de cela j'estoys mort. Ceste 
jour-la cc passe en ce point, et aussy Ie Samedy toute la 
matynee. L'apres disner il me demande encores ceste clef 5 
je luy dts, Mons^., helas ! comment Ie feray-je ? Pour- 
quoy (ce dict-il) qui t'en gardera ? N'es-tu pas servitcur 
de la Royne? II est vray, * Mons""., mais ce n'est point 
mon estat de prendre les clefs. Mais dy moy (ce dict-il) 
et pourquoy ? Une foys ie ne Ie veulx rien commander e^ 
ce faict-la. J'ay des clcfz asses sans toy, car il n'y a portc 
ceans donct je n'ay Ie clef, car Mons^ Jacques Balfor et 
fiioy avons cste toute la nuycte pour veoyr et chercher Ie 
meillieur endroit et passage pour executer nostre affaire, et 
pour trouver bonne entree ; mais ceste qui tu es une beste, 
car ie ne te veulx employer en ce faict-la, car j'ay des gens 
assez sans toy, et aussy que je s9ay que tu n'as point de cueur. 
La-dessus ie entre en la chambre de la Royne, la ou Mar- 

Ta 
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gu'critc ct quclqucs aultres cstoyent attendantz la Roync, 
qui estoit en la chambre du Roy. Adonc le bruyt vint inr 
contencnt que la Royne s'en alloy t a I'Abbaie; tout Ic 
monde sort hors de sa chambre, et moy le dernier, prenant 
la clef de la diet chambre, et m'cn voys a T Abbaie apres 
die, la ou je trouve Mons^. de Bodvel, qui me demandc 
sy j'avoys teste clef. Ouy, Mons*". (ce di-ie). II me 
comniande de la garder. Au bout d'une heure Marguerite 
me prie d'allcr a Kirkafield qucrir unc couverture de maytres 
a la chambre de la Royne, ce que je fais et prens ung gar- 
son avecquc moy et entrc en la diet chambre, en presens dc 
Sande Duram le jeune, et le porte-faix du Roy, et feis cm- 
portier la dltc couverture, le diet Duram me demande la 
clef. le luy dis que ce n'estoit pas a moy a la donner, 
mais bien a Thuyssier, luy pryant de me perdonner. Bien, 
done (ce dict-il) puisque ne le me voullez donner. La- 
dessus ie m'cn vins^ a I'Abbaie a la chambre de la Royne et 
delivrc la couverture a Marguerite, ceste jouer-la de Sab- 
medy estant ainssy passe, je m'en alloys me coucher. 

Le Dymenche matin ie me leve a si3^ heures, et m'en 
vois pormener dedans le pare, et en ung vallon ie me metz 
a prier Dieu, jet luy demander conseil de ce faict meschant, 
car ie n'ay sceu trouver aultre moyen que de laisser couller 
I'eau du russeau qui estoit sy ord, en apres m'estant resolu, 
ie m'en retoume a l'x\bbay, la ou ie trouve troys officiers 
de la Royne, et m'en allay desieusner quant et eulx, et 
m'en revins a neufiie heures a la chambre de la Royne, la 
ou I'oye nouvelle que Mons^. de Morray venoit prendre 
son conge de la Royne pour aller veoyr Madame sa femme : 
moy entendant ceste parolle I'aperseu incontynent qu'il le 
fasoit pour se destorner de se faict meschant* La-dessus 
ie m'en allois me pormener Lastarik et m'en vois soubvenir 
des parolles que j'avoys dictes du diet Seigneur de Mor- 

» The reader will correct a miauke in the first volume : p. 33, b. v/«, 
that Durham carried th^ coverlet to the abbe^, 
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ray a Mons*". de Bodvel, et aussy ce qu'il m'en avoit, 
respondu. A ceste heure-Ia ie dis en moy mesmei O 
Mons^. de Morray tu es homme de bien, pleust a Dieu 
que tu sceus mon cueur, je n'auray pas tant de mal que 
j'ay ; ct ayant bicn pense je m'eh revins a la chambre de la 
Royne, la ou elle alloit disner auz noces de Basticn ; toutes- 
fois je m'en allay disner ^ la ville et apres disner me por- 
mener, et estant revenu j'entendis que la Royne alloy t 
«ouper chez Mons^. d'Argylle, la ou j'estois derrier elle 
luy servant desciant, ct comme elle lavoyt ses mains apres 
souper, elle me demande sy i'avoys oste la couverture 
de maytre de sa chambre au logis du R©y ? Je luy dis 
qu*ouy ; lors les seigneurs se levent de table, done Mons*". 
de Bodvel ih'appelle, et me mene seul avecqucs luy au 
logis de sa mere, la ou il ne fust gueres qu'il s'en alia au 
logis de Lard d'Ormiston, parler a luy et a son frerc Hobc, 
et nous prend tout troys avecques luy et s'en va ^ Cgugait 
ct parle a Jehan Hay et h, Jehan Hepbron, qu'il trouve a la 
rue. Apres avoir parle I eux, il s'en va tout seul et moy 
au logis du Roy, et a mye chemin au logis il mc diet, or 
s^ais-tu qu'il y a, tu t'en yras a la chambre de la Royne a 
Kirkefield, et quand Jehan Hepbron, Jehan Hay, et le Lard 
Ormiston entront, et qu'ilz auront faict ce que ilz ont envic 
de faire, tu sortyras et t'en viendras a la chambre du Roy, 
ou tu t'en yras la ou tu vouldras. Helas! Mons^., (ce 
di-je) vous me commandes ma mort. Et pourquoy (ce 
dict-il) te commande-je de faire quelque chose ? II est ve- 
ritable, ce di-je, Mons*"., mais ie s^ay bien que cest ma 
mort. Mais dis moy pourquoy (ce dict-il) sy ie te com- 
mandois de faire ce que les aultres font, tu le pourroys, 
, dire, mais ie S9ay bien que tu n'as point de cueur ; unc fois 
Its aultres n'ont que faire de toy, car ilz entront bien sans 
toy, car ilz ont des clefz asses ; il n'y a porte ceans donct 
Hz n'en ayent les clefz. Bien, Mons^ (ce di-ie) ie m'y 
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en voys. La-dcssus il se departe de moy ct s*en vais an 
logis du Roy, et cntre en $a chamhre, la ou estoyt la Roync 
ct aucuns des Seigneurs, et le m'en vins a la petite court, 
entre a la cuisine demandant une chandelle au cuysynier 
que j'alamis. Sur ces entre faictz voicy Jehan Hebron et 
Jehan Hay qui entrent en la chambre, la ou i'estois et por- 
toys de la pouldre dedans des sacz qu'ilz misrent au milieu 
de la diet chambre. En ce faysarit voycy Mons^^. de Bod- 
vil, qui survient et parle au eulx dysant, mon Dieu que 
vous faictes de bruyt, on oyt d'enhault tout ce que vou» 
faictez, et ainsy me regarde et me demande ce que ie faysoys, 
et que ie m*en allasse a la chambre du Roy apres luy, ce 
que je feis, et me trouve aupres de Mons^. d'Argylle, 
avec qui Mons'. de Bodvel partoit, et le diet Seigneur 
d'Argylle m'accaroyssoyt et me touche sur le dos sanz me 
dire mot. Et n'estant en la chambre du Roy la longueur 
d*une pater noster que la Royne s'en va vers TAbbaye et 
monte 1^ ou estoit les nopces, et moy ie m'en vois en 
nng coing la ou Mons^. de Bodvel me vint trouver, me 
demandant ce que j'avoys d'ainsy faire la myne, et que sy 
le la faysoys ainsy devant la Royne, qu*il m'accoustroit en 
telle fagon que ie ne fus iamais. Ie ne m'en soucye pas (ce 
di-ie) que vous faictes demoy a ceste heure-cy, vous priant 
me donner conge de mealier coucher, car ie suis mallade. 
Non, ce dit-il,^eulx que vous veniez avecques fnoy; voul- 
lez vous laisser ces' deux gentithommes-la Jehan Hay et 
Jehan Hepbron ? Helas ! Mons^., ce di-ie, que feres vous 
davantage pcfur moy, car mon cueur ne me peult servir 
' ^ telle chose ? Je veulx que vous venies (ce dict-il), or 
bien done Mons*". (ce di-ie) allons. La-dessus il s'en va a 
sa chambre changer d'habiUementz et prend le ,tailler ct 
moy avecques luy, et s*en va au jardin du logis du Roy, la 
ou le tailleur demeure ^ la muraille. Et moy aupres, Ie 
diet Seigneur de Bodvel s'en va a la porte du jardin, et puis 
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revint vers nons, la ou Jehan Hcpfaron ct Jehan Hay s'cn 
veindrent ct incontynent comme ilz avoyent parle a luy, 
voyla comme ung tempeste ou ung tomioyre qui va eslcver, 
de la peur que j'eu ie chcus en terre Ics cheveulx dresses 
comme allaines dysant, helas! Mons^., qu'est ce cecy? 
II me dicte, je me suis trouve a des enterprises grandes, 
mais iamais entreprise ne me feit sy grand peur que cesty- 
cy. Je luy dis> per ma foy, Mens*"., de telle chose que 
cecy il n'en viendra iamais bien, ct vous le voyres. O 
beste (ce dit-il) me menacent de me firaper de sa dague^ mais 
ne la tire point. La*dessus il commence h s'en aller hien 
viste, et nous apres luy, et s'en cuydoit aller per LeytH 
Wynd, mais il ne sceut. II cnvoya done Hepbron parler I 
portier pour ouvrir la porte, et qu'aussy le monde comencoyt 
^ venir, il s'en ya per derrier le Cannongaitj et Jehan Hay 
et moy nous en allasmes la grand rue. Ie disoys a Jehaii 
Hay a telle chose que cecy n'en advicndra iamais bien. H 
est vray (ce dit-il) nous avons bien offence Dieu, mais il n'y 
a remede, il se faulte monstrer vertcux et prier Dietf. 
Helas ! (ce di-je) Mons^. m'a menace de me frappcr de 
sa dague, mais je vouldroys bien qu'il I'eust faict pour 
mon honneur. Paris, ce dict-il, prenes en patience, car 
veus congnoysses bien I'homme. La-dessus ie m'en allay 
coucher dans mon lict et luy au sien, mais je ne s^ay ou, 
moy estant leve le Lundy matin envyron sept ou huyt 
heures, je m'en vins a la chambre du dit Seigneur de Bod- 
vel, et incontynent qu'il me voyt il me demande que i'avoys 
a faire la mine ? Je luy dis que j'avoys que jamais or n'y 
argent 'ne me remettroyt en point que i'estoys. Pour- ' 
quoy ? (ce dict-il) Porce, Mons^. que ie scay bien que je sera 
pris pour le principall de ce faict-cy. Ha ! oiiy (ce dit-il) 
tu es bien homme que ie vouldroys bien prendre pour ung 
tel £uct. La-dessus il s'en va en bas en une chambre et 
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m'envoyc querir par le dit tailler la ou il avoit cii la cfaambrt 
le Lard Onneston, Hobe Ormiston, Jehan Hq>bron, Dag- 
lische, Porrey ct moy. 

Mons'. dc Bodvel me demande que j'avoys a fairc 
telle mine, et sy i'avoys promis quelqae chose au Roy, 
ct s'il estoit mon maistre ? Non, Mons*^- (cc di-ie). Et 
voye-tu point (ce dict-il) ces gentilhommes qui ont terres, 
rentes et revenues, femmes et enfens, et ont tout voUu aban- 
donner pour me faire service, et si tu pense avoir ofience 
Dieu, le peche n'est en toy, cest a moy, car je t'ay cdm- 
mande, et tu ne seroys estre repris de ce faict, car ce sont 
les Seigneurs mesmes de ce pais, a;vec moy, qu'avont commis 
le cyrme, et vouldroys qu'il meust coste oo...escus et ne 
t'en avoyr iamais parle. Per ma foy, Monsr. (ce di-ie) ic 
la vouldrois bien, or bien Paris il se fault monstrcr ver- 
teux, et pour toutes les irheues du monde, il ne fault rien 
dire^ et s'y vous avez envie de vous en aller, vous vous en 
yrcs bientost, ct du depuis ie I'ay demande conge plus d'vnc 
demye dousaine de fois, et ne le scue iamais avoyer i et 
▼oyla, tout^ ce que ie say toudiant ce faict* 
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Cal. C. LFol. 318. 

10 Aug. 1569. 

A Sanct Andre le dlxiemejour d^doust^ ^5^9* Nicholas Ho*w^ 
hert did Paris a este interrogue sur Jes articles et demandes 
qui s^ensuyuent^ isfc* 

Et premierment, 

INTERROGUE quant premierment 11 entra en credit 
Vers la Royne. Responce que ce fust comme la Roync 
estoyt a Callendar allant a Glascou, qu'alors elle luy bailla 
une bourse la ou il ayoit environ 3 ou 4 cens escus, pour la, 
porter ^ Mons**. de Boduel, lequel, apres avoir receu la dicte 
boursse sur le .chemyn entrc Callendar et Glascou, luy 
diet que le diet Paris s'en allast avecques la Royne, et qu'il 
se tint pres d'elle, et qu'il regardast bien a ce qu*elle feroit, 
luy dysant que la Royne luy donneroyt des lettres pour les 
luy porter 5 la Royne estant arryue a Glascou luy diet, je 
t'envoyeray a Lislebourg, tiens-toy prest, et ayant demeure 
la deux jours avecques la diet dame, laquelle escript des 
lettres et luy les bailie, dysant, vous dires de bouche a 
Mons^, de Boduel qu'il bailie ces lettres qui s^adressent 
a Mons'*. de Ledington a luy mesmes, et qu'il parle a 
luy, et voyes le parler ensemble et regardes la fa^on de 
faire, et quelle mine ilz feront, car c'est, ce disoyt-elle, pour 
savoyr lequel est meillieur pour loger le Roy a Craigmiller 
ou a Kirkafeild, affin d'avoyr bon air ; car, s'il logoyt a 
FAbbaye, le Prince pourroyt bien prendre sa malladie, a 
cause que ses serviteurs ne pourroyent leur en garder d'aller 
veoyr le Prince : en oultre qu'il diet au diet de Boduel que 
le Roy la voulloyt baiser, mais elle ne pas voullu de peur de 
sa maH»dye, chose que Reress en te$moigneroyt bien. Et 
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plus (ce dict-elle) vous dires a Mons*". de Boduell que jc nc 
va jamais vers le Roy que Reress n'y est, et voyt tout cc 
que je fais. Item^ la Royne l«y diet, Pferis hastes-vous de 
revenir, car je ne bougeray dicy jusques au temps que vous 
m'aures raporte la response. 

Estant le diet Paris arryve a Lislebourg trouve le dit dc 
Boduel en son logis \ TAbbaye, lequel luy dist, ha ! Paris, 
tu es le bien venu. Mons^., ce dict-il, voycy dcs lettres 
que la Royne vous envoye, et aussi a Mons^ de Lidding- 
toun, vous pryant de les luy delivrer, et que je vous vis 
parler ensemble, pour veoyr vos fa9ons de faire, et comment 
vous vous accordies ensemble. Fort bien, ce dict-il, car 
j'ay ce jourdhuy parle a luy, et luy a donne tine haquenee. 
Le lendemain le diet Paris diet qu'il vint au logis du dit dc 
Boduel par trOys foys le chercher ^ 8, 9 et lo heures, et ne 
le sceut jamais trouver; mais a la fin Powrye le portier luy 
' dist, qu'il Tallast chercher a la haulte ville, que peraventure 
il le trouveroyt en quelqz lieu au conseil, et Tayant cherche 
il voyt venir une troupe de gens de vers le Kirkafeild, la ou 
cstoyt le diet Seigneur de Boiduel et Mons*". Jacques Bal- 
four, coste a coste ensemble, lequelz s'en alloyent disner 
au logis du diet Mons^. Jacques. Le diet Paris prya 
Mons^. de Boduel de le despescher vers la Royne. Apres 
disner* (ce dict-il) je le feray 5 et quant il retourna querir 
sa despesche apres disner, il trouve le Seigneur de BoidueU 
et le diet Mons^. Jacques seulz teste a teste en une chambre, 
et le diet Seigneur de Boiduel qui escrivoit de sa pro pre 
main, et apres avoyr faict, il dist \ Paris, voyla ta responce, 
retourne t'en a la Royne et me recommendes bien humble- 
ment a sa bonne grace, et luy dictes que tout yra bien, 
car Mons*". Jacques Balfour et moy n'avons dormis tout h 
nuyte ains avons mis ordre en toute, et avons apreste le 
logis, et dictes a la Royne que je luy envoye ce dyamant 
que tu hiy porteras', et que s'y j'avoy mon cueur je le luy 
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cnvoyeraye tresvoUuntiers, ftiais je ne Tay pas moi. Va ^ 
t'en ^ Monsr. de Ledington et luy demandes s'il veult re- 
scrire k la Royne, ce que le diet Paris faist, et le trouve i 
la chambre des comptes, et luy demande s*il plasoyt ren- 
dre la response aux lettres de la Royne que Mons*^. de 
Boduel luy avoyt baillies. Ouy (ce dit-il) et la-dessus il 
prend du papier incontinent et escript, et ayant faict le diet 
Paris luy diet que la Royne I'avoyt commande de luy de- 
xnander lequel des deux logis seroyt le millieur pour le Roy, 
car elle ne bougeray dela jusqu'a ce qu'il I'auroit raporte 
sa responee. Le dit Letingtoun luy respondit que le Kirka- 
feild seroyt bon, et que le dit Seigneur de Boduel et luy 
avoycnt advise ensemble la-dessus. Ainsy le diet Paris 
partit pour son aller a Glaseou vers la Royne 5 et estant 
de retour k Glaseou et avoyr faict son messaige qui luy 
estoyt donne des diz Seigneurs de bouehe, la Royne luy 
demande s*il avoyst Veu parler Messieurs de Boduel et Leth- 
ingtoun ensemble ; diet que , non, mais que Mons'. de 
Boduel luy avoyt diet qtfilz avoyent parle de bon vysagc 
ensemble, et que le diet Sieur de Lethingtoun estoyt du 
tout a luy, ct que le logis estoyt prest. Iteniy eomme elle 
retournoyt de Glaseou vers Lislebourg avec le Roy a Kal- 
lendar, il s'adresse ung homihe de Mons^. de Boduel au 
diet Paris ct luy bailie une lettre pour la presenter a la 
Royne, ce qu*il feist, laquelle luy demanda s'y Thomme 
estoyt scur. Je pense, ce dit-il, Madame qu'il n'eust vouUu 
vous crivoyer homme qu'il n*cn fast seur. La-dessus en 
s*en allant coucher die rescript une lettre, et y jneist dedans 
ung anncau et la luy bailla pour la baillcr^au diet homme 
portcur, chose qu*il feist, pour la rapporter au diet Sieur de 
Boduel \ apres Ic Royne et le Roy estans a Lythkow, elle 
idict au diet 5Paris qu*il voulloit mettre Guilbert Courlle 
Pallet <le chambre chcsle Roy,-pour ce qu'il estoyt de bon 
esprit, affin de vcoyr ce que le Roy feroyt, car elle ne ce 
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fyoyt point a Sande Duram. Du diet lieu Jchan Hay 
fust par elle despesche vers Mons*^. de Boduel, auquel elle 
parla asses long temps, en apres aussy Paris avec dcs bras- 
seletz au dit Sieur Boduel (le diet Paris arryvcnt i Lisle- 
bourg luy bailie les brasseletz) lequel Sieur estoyt prest de 
monter a cheval pour aller trouver le Roy et la Royne, 
avee lequel le dit Paris retourne au devant du Roy, lequel 
lis eonduyrent jusques i son logis a Kirkafeild. 

Intcrrogue s'il savoyt aueun priveaute entre la Royne 
ct Mons*". de Boduel durant le tenips que le Roy gysoit 
a Kirkafeild : respond, que Mons^. de Boiduel luy avoit 
diet que toutes les nuytz Jehan Hepbron feroyt le guet 
soubz les galleries a Sanete-croyx, eependant que lady 
Reress yroyt bien taird le querir pour Famener a la ehambre 
de la Royne, luy deffendant, assavoyr a Paris, sur la vie dc 
ne dire que sa femme estoyt avecques luy. 

Interrogue s'il savoyt de Tentrepris du meurtrc du Roy , 
depuis son any vemcnt a Kirkafeild jusques au jour de I'exe- 
cution : respond, que non aultrement que ce qu'ilen a desia 
depose en sa desposition faite le neufieme de ce tnoys, en 
- adioustant que le jour que Mons"". de Boduel luy avoyt 
communique le faiet de meurtre du Roy, qui fust le mesme 
jour que la Royne couchast au logis du Roy a Kirkafeld^ 
(ainsy comme il y en souvient fort bien) et comme le dit 
Paris vouUoyt dresser le liet de la Royne -en sa ehambre qui 
estoyt droyt soubs la ehambre du Roy, ainsy que Mons^*; 
de Boduel luy avoyt commande lors qu'il parloyt avecques 
luy au trou la ou il le destaschoyt pour faire ses affaires, le 
diet Sieur de Boduell deffendist au dit Paris dc ne dresser 
le Het de b Royne droiet soubz le liet du Roy, car je y 
veulx mettre h pouldre en ccst endroyt-la ce dit-iL Eit 
ceste mesmes nuyt-la apres que le liet fiist dresse en la 
ehambre de la Royne ; ee que je fis au piesmc endroyt la 
ou il me fust deffcndu par le diet de Boduel, la Royne me 
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dist, sot que tu es, je ne veulx pas que mon lict soyt en cest 
endroyt-la, et de feict le feist oster : par lequelles parolles 
j'ay aperseu a mon esprit qu'elle avoyt cognoyssance du 
faict. ^ La-dessus je prins la hardiesse de luy di»e, Madame, 
Monsr. de Boiduel ma commande luy porter les clefs de 
Votre chambre, et qu'il a envie de y faire quelque chose ; 
c'est de faire saulter le Roy en Fair par pouldre qu'il y fera 
mettre ; ne me parle poynt de cela ceste heyre-cy, ce diet 
clle, fais en ce que tu vouldras, La-dessus je ne Tosoys 
parler plus avant. A ceste hcure-cy je commence a con- 
syderer que j'estoys employe en ce faict meschant, aupa- 
ravant par parolles couvertes et desguysees estant envoye de 
Glascou vers Mons^. de Boiduel, pour scavoyr lequel dcs 
logis estoyent le meillieur, et par ce aussy qu'il m'a respondu 
alors, quant 11 me renvoye vers le Royne, vous la dires, 
$y elle vbus demande ce que je fais, que j'ay veille toute 
ceste nuyt et Mr. Jacque Balfour, pour aprester le logis du 
Roy. Estant interrogue sy la Royne passoyt plus oultrc 
ceste nuyte sur ce purpos, la diet que non, mais le pressoyt 
apres plus fort que jamais de parler a elle de pourpos dc 
Mons^. de Boduel de sa femme et de aultres choses. Et 
estant couchee ne dormoyt point toute le nuyte, ains escry- 
voyt des lettres au diet Sieur de Boiduel, et Ics envoye par 
le diet Paris au Sieur dc Boduel, envyron onze a douze 
heures de nuyt, mais riens de creance. Et ayant delivre 
ceste lettre au diet Sieur de Boduel, il rescript estant aulict 
et en baillant la responce ^u dit Paris, il luy diet, dictes a 
la Royne que je ne dormiray point que je ne escheve mon 
cntrepris, quant je deburoys trayner la picque toute m^i vie 
pour I'arhour d'elle, 

Et estant de retour vers la Royne Vendredy au matin, 
luy ayant racompte ces mesmes parolles que luy avoyt dictes 
Mons^. de Boiduel, Et bien, Paris (ce dict*elle en ryant) 
U n'cn viendra jamais sy Dieu plaist a ce poynt-la, et cc 
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dysoyst-elle estant au lict. Et comme die s'abilloyt le dit 
Paris prend Ips deux clefs de la chambre de la Royne selon 
le commandement du dit Sieur de Boduel, et les luy aporte. 
Lequel a/ant faict sortir toute le monde de sa chambre, 
prend le clef d'ung cofFre qu'il avoyt en sa pochette, et 
apres avoyr ouvert le dit cofFre, en tire des aultres clefs 
contrefaicts toute neufues, et en regardant les unes aupres 
des aultres, diet a Paris, ha ! ouy, elles sont bien ; raporte 
celles-la^ et il remeist les contrefaictes dedans le cofire. 

Estant interrogue s'il scavoyt qui avoyt fait et bailie les 
clefs contrefaictes au dit Sieur de Boduel : respond, qu'il 
n'eri savoyt rien, sy non que le dit Sieur de Boduel luy dist 
qu'il avoit toutes les clefs des portes de ce-logis-la, et que 
luy et maistre Jacques Balfour avoyent este tout une nuyt 
pour chercher et savoyr la meilleure entree, comme il a 
desia depose ; mais cependant que le diet Paris estoyt absent 
avecques ces clefs, Archibald Bethon, huyssier, demande 
les clefz pour laisser sortir la Royne au jardin, et ne les 
pouvant trouver, la Royne en fust fascl\e, et diet tout haut 
a Paris a son ret our, Paris pourquoy aves-vous emporte les 
clefs de ma chambre, lequel ne luy respondit mot sur Theure ; 
mais apres la trouvant a part luy dist, ha ! Madame, pour- 
quoy m'aves vous diet devant le monde que j'avoys pris les 
clefs de votre chambre, voyant que vous saves bien le 
pourquoy. Ha ! ce dit-elle, Paris c'est tout ung ; ne te 
soucye, ne to soucye ; et d'autant qu'il en pourroyt avoyr 
bon souvenance il diet, que ce Vendredy la nuyt la Royne 
coucha encores au logis du Roy, et luy renvoya derechef 
porter des lettres au diet Sieur de Boduel. 

Interrogue s'il avoyt rien entendu de ec propos le Sab- 
medy au matim : respond que non, sy non que la Royne 
deist en presence de eeulx de sa chambre qu'il y avoyt cu 
quelque querelle entre le Roy et Mons^. de ^ancte Croix, 
lequel avoyt bon moyen a ceste heure-la de tuer le Roy, 



APPENDIX, 287 

car il n^y avoyt en la chambre alors qu'elle pour les departir; 
ct diet oultre qu'apres disner le diet Sieur de Boduel luy 
comnaande de prendre la clef de la chambre de la Royne, 
chose qu'il n'avoyt envie de faire, mais comme la Royne 
sortoyt de sa chambre elle le regarde, et luy commande de 
prendre la dit clef. Et au soyr la Royne estant a T Abbaye, 
elle envoye le dit Paris vers Mons^. de Boduel, luy com- 
mandant luy dire de bouche ; alles vous en a Mons^. de 
Boduel et luy dictes, qu'il me semble qu'il seroit le mieulx 
que Mons^. de Sancte Croyx avec Guillaume BLikatre 
allent \ la chambre du Roy, faire ce que le diet de Boduel 
S9ait, et qu'il parle a \Ionsr. de Sanct Croix touc^hant cc 
purpos, car il seroyt myeulx ainsy qu'aultrement, et pour cc 
n'en seroit qu'ng peu prisonnier dedans le chasteau. Apres 
avoyr le diet Paris racompte ce faict a Mons'. de Boduel 
il luy diet, je parleray a Mons*". de Sanct Croyx, et puis 
j'yray parler moy mesmes a la Royne, Le dit Paris n'a 
souvenance d'aultre chose que se feist ce jour-la, mais Ic 
teste est contenu en sa premier deposition jusques a ce que 
la Royne arryva enl'Abbaye, et Mons^. de Boduel s'estant 
aussy retire en sa chambre avec le dit Paris, survint 
Mons^. de Honteley, en compaignye de deux ou troys ser- 
viteurs, et ce par le chemin derrier I'Abbaye qui menie 
droyt au logis de feu Mons"". de Ruthuen j et apres qu'ilz 
avoyent parle en I'oreille ensemble, comme Mons^. de 
Boiduel avoyt desia commence de changer ses habillementz, 
le diet de Boduel deist apres au dit Paris, que Mons^ de 
Honteley s'estoyt offert d'aller aveeques luy, mais qu'il ne 
le voulloyt mener. . Quant et luy, et apres que JMons^. de 
Honteley se fust party pour aller coucher, le diet de Boduel 
prend le tailler et Paris aveeques luy, comme il est diet en 
sa premiere deposition. 

Le Lundy matin entre neuf et dix heures, le diet Paris 
diet qu'il entre dans la chambre de la Royne laquelle estoyt 
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bien close, ct son lict la tendu du noyr en signc de dcuH, ct 
de la chandelle allumer dedans ycelle la ou Madame de 
Bryant luy donnoyt a desieusner d'ung oeuf frais, la oU 
aiissy Monsr. de Boduel arryve et parle a elle sccretement 
soubz courtine; Ce jonr-la Lundy, se passe ainsy sans cc 
^ue le diet Paris parle a elle. Mardy au matin cllc se leue, 
ct le diet Paris estant entre en sa chambre, la Royne luy de- 
mande, Paris qu'as-tu ? Helas ! ce dict-il, Madame, je voys 
que chascun me regarde de coste. Ne te chaille, ce dict- 
clle, je te feray bon vysayge, et personne ne t'oseroyt dire 
mot. Cependant elle ne le diet chose de consequence jusqucs 
•a, ce qu'elle voulloyt aller a Seton, alors elle luy demandast 
dc prendre une cassette ou il y avoyt des corceletz d'cscus 
que le thresorier luy avoyt aporte de France, pour la porter 
a la chambre de Mons^, de Boduel, qui estoyt a cestc 
heureJa loge dedans le pallays, au dessus de la chambr^ la 
ou ce tenoyt le conseil ; et puis apres luy commandast de 
prendre son cofFre des bagues et le faire porter au chasteau, 
et le delyvrer entre les mains du Sieur de Skirling, pour 
lors cappitaine soubz Mons^. de Boduel, chose qu'il feist ; 
en apres elle voyant le diet Paris tout fesche, elle-pressoyt 
souvent de faire service a Moos^. de Boduel, ce qu'il 
Ti'avoyt envie de faire, ains dcmandoyt souvent son conge, 
ct voyant cela a la parfin elle luy diet, Paris, alles-vous 
cohsoller avecques Mr. Jacques Balfoiu* ; ecst ung homme 
d'esprit, je m'y suis consoUe pzr plusieurs foys et me con* 
solle de present. 

Item. Interrogue du premier pryveaute qu'il a cogneu 
cstre entre la Royne et Mons^. de Boduel : respond, que 
c'estoyt aldrs que le dit de Boduel conduysoitla Royne vers 
Glaseou, quant elle alloyt querir le Roy. A Callender 
apres souper assez tard Lady Reress vint a la chambre de 
Mons**. de Bbduel et voyt le diet Paris la, et demande que 
faict ce Paris icy. Cest tout ung, ce dict-il, Paris ne dyra 
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chose 4ue je luj defFend^de dire, et Izi^dessus elle Pamene 
i la chambre dela Royne : cecy cestoyt le soyr derant que 
le lendemain la Royne Tenvop la bourse par Pari$ au diet 
Sieiir de BodueL 

Item. £n oultre il diet et declare, qu'enyyronle temps que 
le diet de Boduel fust faict Due, la Royne lui baillast le buf-« 
fett et vesselle de Targent de Monsieur le Prince la qu estoyt 
ses armoyries pour la porter a Mons'« de Bothuile, lequel 
luy diet que cestoyt pour en feire oster la marque de Prince 
ct y mettre la sienhe, ee qu'il delyvra a ung qui a espouse 
une Marguerite Hepbron (mais il ne scait bonnement son 
nom). lequel comme il luy diet il le debuoyt bailler k Mr. 
Jacques Balfour pour le faire faire. 

Jbem* II diet et confesse que la nuyt auparavant que la 
Royne fust ravie et enlevee du dit Sieur de Boduel, que 
Mons'. d'Ormistoun vint parler a la Royne bien secrete- 
mcnt a Lythquow : la-d^ssus la Royne eserypt une lettre par 
le diet Paris et par ee qu'il ne seavoyt bien le chemyn, la 
Royne le feist conduyre par le diet Ormistoun chez MoiU- 
sieur de Halton, la ou le diet Sieur de Boduel estoit en 
bonne compaignie, et mesmes les eapitanes couches aupres de 
luy et daultres ; et trouvant le diet Sieur de Boduel en- 
dormye les veille et luy diet, Monsieur, voyla des lettres 
que la Royne vous envoye, Et Hen, Paris, ce dit-il, couchc 
toy la ung peu ; cependant je m'envoys escryre, et apres 
avoir escript il diet au dit Paris, reeommendes mehumble- 
ment k la majestie et luy dietes que j'yray aujourdhuy la 
trouver sur la chemyn au pont. 

J^em. Estant interrogue s'il savoyt pourquoy Joseph s'en 
alia de ce pays : respond, que la Royne luy diet, Paris il fault 
que tu controuves quelque chose en ton esprite pour faire 
peur a Joseph, affin qu'il s'en aille: etvoyant qu'il ne pouvoyt 
rien faire elle luy diet, je feray faire une lettre que tu per- 
dkras derrier luy pour luy faire peur ^ mais luy ne pouvant ce 

voL.n, ' u 



t9o appendix: 

fiiirc dk !c feist dire par le justice clerk, comme il pcu^^ 
qu'il cust k cotnparoistrc au parlcmcnt, chose qu'il Taflfrayast 
grandement) et counit 9a et la demandant Von conge, enfin 
la Royne bailie neuf vingtz escus a Paris pour les bailler a 
Joseph, affin qu^il s'en allast, ce qu'il feist, et ainsy ayant 
frcccu la diet somme il s'en alia. 

Iteini diet, que Jehan Hay sourent apres la mort dn Roy 
le conseylloyt et le confortoyt bien, et qu'aultre nc le con- 
solloyt, sy non que souvent comment Mons\ de Hontdcy 
le voyant defiaict, le demandoyt, Paris, qu'as tu ? 

This is the trcw copy of the declaration and depositioun 
of the said Nicholas Howbert als Paris, quhairof the 
principall is markit every leif with his awin hand. 
And the same being red againe in his precence, he 
avowit the same, and all partes and clauses thairof to 
be undoubtedlie trew. 

Ita est Alexander Hay, scriba seercti consIUi S. D. N* 
Regis ac NotariusPublicus. 
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No. XXVIL VoL n. Page 32. 

Confession of the Laird ofOrmisfon^ nvho was executed 
for the Murder of Damley. 

The Casteli of Edinburgh, 13th of December, 1573 

THE quhilk day John Brande, minister at Hallyroid«' Andef so^'i 
hou^e, being sent to the laird of black Ormistoime, to give 
him comfort be the promiss of God's word ofiereit to sin* 
ners, and alswa to requjrre the said laird to glorifie God in 
thawing of the tnith, &c.; after lang conference, and 
prayers made, above th« space of ane hour, or theirby, the 
wid John Brand minister said unto him. Sir, althocht I am 
trevidie persuadit that the haill trewth ye have shawen me 
ti this matter, yit, because divers and greater doubts are 
passit of you, and adse the memorie of men are bot weak, 
thcirfoir, gif ye thought guid, I wald wryte certaine of they 
things brcifcley that you have spoken ; quha answcrit 
sdeiklie,. for God's saike doe the samen ; wreit even as I 
shall ^ike. As I shall answer unto God, with whom I 
hc^ tht$ night to sowp, I shall declaire unto you the haill, 
from t^e b^inning unto, the end of my pairt. First, I 
confess that the earle Bothwell shew that samen wickit 
deid unto me, in his hSs own-chalmer in the abbey, on Fry« 
day before the deid wes done, and requyred me to take pairt 
with him therein> because, as he alledged, I wes ane man of 
activeness, (alace theirfor!) quhair I utterly refuisit, and 
•idd^ God forbid, bot, gif it were upon the field, to £ght 
with your Lo. unto the death, I sould not feir my skinn 
cutting* Then the said carle said unto, me, tuishti Orxnis* 
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tounc, ye need not take feir of this, for the haill lords h& 
concluded the samen langsyne in Craigmiller, all that wcs 
ther with the quein, and nane darr find fait with it quhcn 
it shall be done- Efter the quhilk, I departit ham6 to Kaitis 
Tames, quhilk was Thoma? Henderson's house in Edin- 
burgh, for his mother was called Kait : being in part seiky 
I lay doun in my bed, and lay all Saturday, chiefiie for that 
cause, beleivand that way to have put off that evil hour ; 
and swa I knew na £u:der of it quhill Sunday at night, 
quhere I being in my chalmer in the Black Frier Wynd, 
gangand bdtit in ane goun, John Hepbume and John Hay 
of Tilla come unto me, and said the quenis grace and lords 
are past up to sie the king, and my lord is standand at the 
Black Frier Wynd fute, and bids you cume to him incoiN 
tinent j quhere I layd my goun from me, and tuik ane 
ryding clock, because I beleivit all had bein weill anewche 
now agreit, seing they had passit up to visit him ; and cum^ 
ing at the first I mist the said earle, for he had comlten 
upe anuther closse to seik me himselfe, in my awn chialmer, 
and thair he fand my cousing Hob, quhom he brought with 
him, and thairafter met togidder in the middis of the 
Wynd, wha tuike me agalne, and we all passit up to tht 
Frcier Yaii^d, through the slape, quliair Pareis and Archie 
Bctoun com and met us, and sjiid all we^ ready preparit for 
the setting of the lunt ; and they all enquyrit how it sonld 
be set to; and, after diverse speakingis, I said, take ane 
piece of lunt q{ thric or four inch lang, and kindle the ane 
end of it, and lay to the cald end, and it wald bum syne to 
the train, and • swa will blaw up ; efter the quhilk, the 
queine passing hame, the erle Bothwell said, speid, and 
clois.all the duris, for they had 13 fals keys of the lodging 
maidc, and givin, as they said to me, be him that aught the 
house. Efter the quhilk I depart it incontinent, and came 
Bot nearer, as I shall answer befoir Godj nor the duir ; 
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and as I vra€ cumand hame it strake ten hoursj whes^ then 
I pasit tp Katis Tames hous, to avoyd suspitioun« that n» 
man sould say I w^s gt the deid doinge, for I was aa 
botu* and pti^ir in my bed or the blast and crack was» . 
BeiQg requyrit be the said minister, gif he knew not that 
the king was utherways handilit be menes hande$, for it is 
comonlie spokiii he was brought furth and wirryit, quha . 
anseri^, as I sail answer to my God| I knew nothing but he 
was bjawin up ; and did enquyre the samyn maist dilli- 
gentlie at John Hepburn^ and John Hay, and all that tar- 
reit behind me, quha swore unto me, they never knew nae 
uther thing bot he was blawin up ; and swa I think it was 
sMie work done be God for the punishment of money wickit 
men, quhairof I am ane, and ane great siner before God| 
for the quhilk I ask God mercy. ' ' 

: Thirdly, Being requyrit, gif he knew na farder here- 
after, ansrit, at the pasche thairafter, when the bruite be- 
gDuth to rys upon us, and all cryit, ane vengeance upon 
them that slew the king, it prickit my conscience, and I 
come upto the erle Sothwell in his chamber, and said to 
him, quhat devill is thi^ now, my lord, that every body 
suspectis you of this deid, and cryes, ane vengance for the 
samen, and few or no uther spoken of bot yow. Aneuther 
thing you said to me ; quha ansrit, I sail let you sie sume 
thing that I. had for me ; quha lute me sie ane contract 
subscryvit be four or fyve handwrittes, quhilk he aiErmit 
to me was the subsoription of the erle of Huntlie, Argyll, 
the secretar Maitland, ^nd Sir James Balfour, and alleaged ' 
that mony mae promisit, wha wald assist him gif he were 
put at ; and thairafter read the said contract, quhilk, as I 
remember, conteinit thir words, in effect : •* That, for, sa^ 
mikle it was thought expedient and maist profitable lor 
the conynoun wealth* be the haill nobiliUo W^ lords vlt^ 
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dersubscryvity^tbat sick ane young fool and proud tirrane 
sould. not reign nor bear reull over thame ; and that for 
diverse causes, thairfoir, that thays all had concludit that 
he sould be put oflFby ane way or uther, and quhosoevir, 
sould take the deid in h^nd, or do it, they souljd defen4 
and fortifie it a? th^^mselifis, for it sould be every ane of 
their awin, recknit arid halden done be themselffis*'' 
Quhilk writting, as said earl shew unto mcj was de- 
irysit be Sir James Salfour, subscryvi^ be them all ane 
quarter of ane year befbir the deid was done ; after the 
quhilk I never spake to the said earle of it quhill the day 
be gate his a^syse, quhaire the $aid earle standing at the 
barr, luiking doun sad lyke, I plukit upon him and said, 
fye, my lord, what diyill is this yee are doand. Your 
face shawes what ye are : hald up your face, for Godi$ 
sake, and luik blythlie 5 ye might luike swa and ye wer^ 
gangand to the deid. Allace, and wo worth them that ever 
devysit it, I trow it sail garr us all murne : quha ansrit 
me, had your tongue ; I wald not yet it wer toe do : I 
have ane out gait ira it, cum as it may, and thdt ye will 
knawbelyye. 

Forder, the tyme when my brother was hurt be the lair4 
of Seffaird, %st 90m word to me that they war slayne, an4 
then thair came ane bill from thamselffis, and said they 
wer onley hurt, and wald not die ; but ane thing did thexn 
mair evill than the hurting, viz. that ane commoune bruit 
^vas risen, tjxat I was at the king's slaughter, and theirfoir: 
disirit me to get sume guid way to purge myseifc, that it 
pass na farder, or else ye have done with it ; quhilk bil| 
I tulke and gave to the erle Bothwell, wha tuike it an4 
gave it to the quein, and she tuike it and read it, and 
gave it to the exde Huntlie, thair present, wha read it, and 
thairafter turnit unto me, and turnit her back, and gave aa 
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taring With her shoulder^ and. passit awajj and spakrno* • 
thing to me. This is the haill thing I knaw, ather affoir' 
or eftir, as I sail ansuer to my God> with whom I hope to 
supe. Efter the quhilk being inqayred, gif ever tke quein 
spake unto hirri at any tyme, or gif he knew what wes th€ 
quenis m3rnd unto it> ansrit, as I shall ansuer to God shoe*' 
spake nevet* to me nor I to hir of it> nor I knaw nathing of 
hir part but as my lord Bothwell shaw me.; for I will not- 
speike bot the trewth for all the gold of the earth, quhilk 
I desyre you, guid minister, bear record hearof as ye have 
written, quhilk I pray yow read over to me : let me alswa 
see it } quhilk I did afibir Archibald Dowglass constabill 
of the castell, and George Towers of Bristo, with uthers 
ndivers gentlemen and servants being in the chalmer, quhilk 
bezMid done, he said, for God's saike, sit down and pray 
for me, for I have bein ane greit sinner utherwyse, for 
the quhilk my God this day is punishing me ; for of all men 
on the earth, I have bein ane of the proudest and heich 
^ myndit, and maist filthie of my body, abusying myself 
dyvers ways. Bot specially I have shed innocent blood 
of ane Michael Hunter with my awin hands : allace their- 
foir, because the said Michael havand me lyeing iipon my 
back, haveing ane fork in his hand, myght have slayne me 
gif he pleasit, and did it not, quhilk of all things greives 
me maist in conscience : alswa in a raige I hangit a poor 
man for an horse ; with mony uthep wickit dcids •, for the 
quhilk, I aske my God mercy, for its not mervell that I 
have bein wickit, for the wickit companie that ever I have 
bein in, bot speciallie within thir seaven yearis bypast, 
quhilk I never saw twa guid men or ane guid deid, bot alt 
kind of wickedness ; and yit my God wald not suffer me 
to be lost, and hes drawen me from them as out of hell, 
and hes given me bzer and space, with guid companie, ta 
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repent, for At quhilk I thapk him, and is assurit that I vsm 
ane of his elect. 

Thir words, with mony mac, cryand continually unto 
his Qod, even to the very end, cryand, my Lord Jesus, 
sweit Jesus, have mercy upon me, as you have had upon 
uther sinners, in sick sort, that he was, to the appearance 
of man, ane of the maist penetent sinners that hes bein 
acin this lang tyme, and mey be comptit ane example of 
Qod's t^ercies to all penitei^t sinneris* 
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No. XXVIIL Vol. II. Page 38. 

^'LORD HQNSDOWN writes to Cecil from Ncw.Andcwon> 
tastle, 7th Sept. 1569, that he heard for truth that Led- the State 
i^gton was apprehended an4 cpmmitted to, ward the 3d in- ^^^^ 
stant, being accused 9f several articles of treason." 7SepLi5S9, 

" In. another letter, from Alnwick, 8th Sept. 1569, he i^ 
says, this morning came to me this packet which I send 8Sept.i569 
you herewith, with a letter to pyself from the regent* 
whereby I find that my advertisement of Ledington is true* 
James Bawfur va$ taken out of Fife wit,h sixteen horsemen 
and hark^busiers. They ar^ accused by one Crawford, 2^ 
servant of the earl qf liennox, to be consenting, aiding* 
and devisers of the murder of the lord Darnley, and I 
think Paris, who wa$ lately exe^vte^^ hath affirmed n9 
less." 

From the two letters in No. XXVI, it appears that Eli^ 
z^beth had received immediate notice of Paris's Confess 
sion on the pth and loth, as her letter to prevent his exe- 
cution arrrived at Berwick on th^ 23d, and reached Murray 
on the 24th of August, eight d^ys after his execution on 
the 1 6th. ^ p^c^et from lady Lpnno3f is also n^eniionedi to. 
which the conclusion of Murray's letter alludes viz. ** that 
th? tcstimonie sail npt seapie doubtful, neythcr to thame 
quho be nature hes graite$t cause to dcsyre condign pu- 
nishment for the said muf ther," Murray's letter was writ-* 
ten about the end of August ^ and \Ye must conclude that 
Crawford, one pf L^imqx's dependents, accused Lething-i 
ton on the 3d of September, in consequence of instructions 
contained in lady Lennox's packet, sent on the first informal 
tipn of the discoveries made by Paris.. Crawford was the 
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gallant captain Crawford 6£ Jordanhill, so distinguished 
afterwards by taking Dumbarton castle ; and the accusa- 
tion was probably instigated by Cecily to crush Lething- 
ton's busy intrigues for Mary*s divorce, restoration, and 
marriage with Norfolk. That the delay of the trial was 
not collusive, appears from the following facts which 
honest Goodall, who quotes Murray's speech, has supj^essed* 
in order to vindicate BothwcU, by representing the whota 
as a mere artifice for the preservation of Lcthington, the 
regent's associate in the murder. Goodall, i. 397. 

** Upon the 2 1st of November, the day appointed for 
Lethington to imderly trial, and the verdict of ane assize, 
many noblemen and gentlemen repaired to Edinburgh 
whom he had written for to maintain him as he pretended 
in his innocency and just cause* His friends were all that 
were unfriends to the king or privy to the murther, all the 
Hamilton^, Huntley, Argyle, Athol,Seton, Boyd, Livingston, 
Fleming, and the Hepbums. Hume came with the Hep- 
bums and other friends to Edinburgh, and Athol, Huntley, 
and the H^tniltons came to Linlithgow; who being 
charged be the regent to come no nearer, stayed. The earl 
of Morton, with three thousand, lay at Dalkeith, waiting 
till the regent sent for him. Lethington, confident in the 
power of the other" faction, which was strong, notwith- 
standing that Norfolk was committed to prison, urged 
trial, and bragged of his innocency. The regent finding 
the convocation of his friends and followers so great by 
expectation, sent for the chief noblemen in the town, to 
whom he made an oration, as after followeth to this sense : 
For as meikle as, when ye interpriscd the revenge of the 
king's slaughter, I was in France, where ye sent to me, and 
desired me to come home, and take upon me the regiment, 
ye caused me take an oath that I should to the uttermost 
revenge the murther of the king, and ye on the other part 



APPENDIX, 2W. 

did swear to fortify me \ now there is a gentleman accused 
pf the same murther, and I purposed to take trials but ye 
having conyeened to hinder justice, wherefore ye shall un- 
derstand that I will continue this day of law till another 
pme. If he be clean, he shall suffer no harm, but if he be 
foxind guilty,^it ^hsdl not ly in your hands to save him. So, 
the day of law was continued, and deferred to another 
fiis^** Calderwpod, ii. 146. MS* 
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No. XXIX. Vol. 11. Page 49, 

Gcpy of the K. of Denmark^ s Letter to the K. of Scstts^ 
JO October 1567, for answer of bis touching the 
delivery and sending into Scotland of the Earl Both* 

well. 

Fredericus seeundus tsfc.Dom Jaeolo Scotorum Regi (sfc. C6n^ 
sanguineo etfrairi nostra Charissimo salutem isfc^ 

jp^p^ SERENISSIME princeps consanguinec et fratcr charisi? 

pifice. simc, reddidit nobis die xv hujus mensis literas serenitati^ 

vcstrae, ultimo Septembris Striyilengi scriptas, pra:$entium 

exhibitor, fecialis vester^ quibus nos de miserabili casu illus* 

J:rissimi principis domini Henrici Scotonim Regis Patris 

serenitatis vestrae bonae recordationis itenim ccrtiorcs fccitj^ 

ac comitem Bothwallum non ita pridem a prefectp n09tn) 

in Norvagi? captum quern crudelissixnx caedis illiur reum 

et authorem fecit, ad supplicium deposcitj eumauc $ibi a 

nobis dedi, et si ita npbis tideatur tempm certum 

constitui petit, quo is nostn^ ex jurisdietianc in Scotiam 

reduci et pacna adfici possit. His nps axpice jam respon^ 

diemus, nos, sicut superioribus iiterif nostrk testati sQinuSji 

tragicum istuni,et plane miserapdum casum optimi p^cipis 

tanto majore cum animi dolore percepimu$, quanto magis 

not4 fuerant onmibus, serenitatis ipsi^s varia, et animi et 

(Corporis dona et oman^enta, pr^sensque serenitatis ve9trss 

qetas, et rerum in Scotia statps, parentem et n^oderatorem 

talem requirere videbantur. Ideoque pro compiuni nostra 

regnorumque nostrorum necessitudine, mortem Christiani 

ft yicini regis et yicem serenitatis vestry et ynivers^e rei^ 
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publicse Scoti*i qiiae non leve inde incommodiirh pcrcepkf 
vehcmentur dolemus et deplor^mus, ac Deum predAmui*, 
lit Screnitatis vestne imperium, ea praesertim setatc sus- 
teptum, litioribus auspiciis promoveat confirmetqife, ac 
presentibus tandem regnorum tumultibus, remedium teiu* 
pestiYUifti adhibeat. 

Quantum vero ad comitem Bothw^tllum pertinet, Cog* 
novinius eum nuper cum in regno nostro Norvagise vaga- 
retur, et non nuUam suspicionibus causam prsebuisset, cum 
navibus sociisque a nostris captum, et ki castrum nostrum 
Bergense deductum> indeque in Regnum nostrum Danicsft 
transmissum esse : is si csedem istam aliaque de quibus 
scribit Serenitas vestra, horrenda flagitia commisit, dignus 
profecto foret in quem pro scelerum atrocitate graviter 
animadverteretur. Intdleximus autem ex relatione nos- 
trorum se cum de his argueretur, purgandi sui causa 
plunma in medium adduxisse ; inter caetera purgationem 
ejus, cujus insimularetur, criminis, in Scotia a se legitime 
factam, ideoque in decisOrio judicio per sententiam abso« 
lutam, se Rcgcm Scotorum, serenissimam Reginam, consanm 
guineam nostram^ conjugem suam^ contrartam factionem sub- 
ditos rebdles asserens, nee ullam hoc in causa Regina accusa* 
tionem intervenire. 

Cumque ea cum Uteris Serenitatis ve9tr%> et narrations 
facialis ejusdem^ cui nihil certe derogandum esse diiximus, 
plane non convenirent, negotium vero ipsum maximi ut 
apparebat momenti et prejudicii, altiorem indaginem, ma^ 
turamque deliberationem postulare videretur, minime nobis 
committendum esse judicavimus, ut in causa de cujus cir^ 
cumstantiis et forma nondum penitus nobis constaret, certi 
aliquod decemeremus. 

At autem ex sententia Serenitatis vestrae, nostra ex po- 
testate et custodia, in Scotiam abducendum Bothwalium 
ft-adi permittamusi eo dif&cultatem aliquam inessei nee sine 
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kbefactatione rcgtse jurisdictioais nostex, prestari jaca poss^* 
visum est. Ideoque latius nobis de eo deliberandum, mc^ 
morato vero Serenitatis vestrae feciali, cui prosccutionem 
hujus causae, et rei accusationem commissam esse, liter^r 
Serenitatis vestrae testabantur, potestatem fecimus, in prox- 
imo procerum nostrorum convpntu legitimo judiqip contra 
^eundem experiundi, disccptandique. Cumque is propter 
alicujus temporis mcHram,qtiamob instauratam expeditionem 
mstrdm Lufcecticam, et quonmdam consiliarionuQ nostror 
rum absentiam iptervenire oportuitireditum ad Serenitatepi 
vestram maturaret i prxsertim quod se in itinire adversa 
tempestate impeditum argueretur, existimarem officio nos»> 
tro rq[io, et Serenitatis vestrae expectatione^ nos in hac parte 
jam satisfacturos esse, si comitem Bothwallum, tuta et arcjr 
tiori in custodia» tantisper apud nos asservandum demai^- 
daremus^ donee de negotii istius circumstaatiis legitime 
edoctif hoc decemere posimus, quod ex juris et equijtatig 
norma, mutuorum faederum ratio, ac res denique ipsa 
postulare videatur et requirere : quod cum diligenter cur:^ 
(uri simus, omnino confidemus Serenitatem vestram banc 
responsionem nostram benigne accepturam, inque solita 
apud nos benevolentia perseveraturam esse. Cui valitudir 
nem prosperam et feliceis salutarium consiliorum successor 
ex animo precamur. £x Regia nostra Hostenia xxx De- 
cember I567» 
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Three Letters from Elizabeth to Frederick King of 
Denmark for the delivery of Bothwell. 

Eli^iobetba Dii gratia^ Isfc. Frederico Dania, isfc, salutem. \ 

Principes ^ legibus esse solutos verum quidem est, et 
constat inter omnes : at vero legibus ' tamen sese alligatos 
profiteri, et ex earum praescripto vivere, et oratHo Regibuf 
digna, et rei est omni Prindpati> major. Ac quoniam ia 
suUitExi hoc dignitatis graduSerenitatem vestramDeus coa« 
stituity ut populis legitime imperarety et exemplo prseessetf 
Ubenter sane fecimus, ut in justissima et commmoii omnium 
rc^gimi causa, tuae Serenitatis ut himiani et justi principis 
9equitatem interpellaremus. Est enim si cujusquam, certc 
regum mrnius et ofEictum, regum Titas (in quo ipsorumsa- 
lu8 quodammodo continetur) tueri et aliorum principum 
consceleratas caedes, in quo ipsorum periculum propter ex- 
emplum et populorum certa strages agitur, vindicare. 
• Quas turbas Scotonmi rebus, ultiini Regis Heririci cala- 
mitosa csfedes intulerit, Serenitatem tuam cum recte scire, 
turn multum dolere arbitramur, quos vero homines, illiut 
caedis graYissisIa suspitio attigerit, non poterit etiam tua 
Serenitas ignorare. Horum unus is, qui in S. T. potes- 
tate nunc esse dicitur Comes Bodovelliae omnium votis, yo- 
-cibus, efflagitatione, ad judicium acriter deposcitur. 

Quanquam igitur Serenitatem tuam sqa sponte, quod tanto 
principe dignum sit,^ facturam non dubitamus, tamen vehe* 
menter Serenitatem tuam etiam atque etiam rogamus, sic ut 
magis exanimo nihil possumus, ut ilium comitem, ad caii- 
iam dicendam, vel mittat in Scotiam vel honoris nostri 
gratia, recta ad nos primo in Angliam, quae torra Scotix 
nt cominens, quo deinceps possit, ex R^[no nostro illuc, 



ad judicium subcundum nostra fide mitti. IsfuIIairt cniiil 
injurianl comiti, aut ipsse sumus factune, aut ab alils fieri 
' {Jassttra^y in verbo Regis poUicefmur. Hoc vero in judi- 

cium vocari,. nee ipsi quidem Comiti grave videri debet, 
siquidem in dicenda causa, seipsum gravi invidia liberare, 
et acquis judicibus, Innocentiam suam probare possit. Sin 
autem est nocens, nee ccelesti numini gratum, nee rebus 
hmnanis erit utile, regis sui parficidam impune tarn diu 
vivere. UtcumqUtf erit, Serenitati tuae, non honorifficum 
tnodoysed etiam gloriosum fiicrit, vel itmocentemSerenitatis 
tua dpere absolvi, ycI tanti facinoris reum, justorum judicum 
suffragiis condemnari. ^ane summam in Serenitatis tuae 
<noribus justitiam et asquitatem (si comes ad dicendam cau« 
.satki mittatur) probabunt omnes, et nos magno Serenitatis 
tuae beneficio nos afiectas putabimus ^ nihil enim certe est^ 
quod Serenitais tua, hoc quidem tempore nobis facere possit 
gratius* Deus Opt. Max. Serenitatem tuam, in omni pros- 
peraitim rerum affluentia conscrvat, &c. (15695 juxta Se* 
riem Literarum.) 

Elizabetha Dei gratia j isfc. Frederico Dania, tsfc. Salutent^ 

Scotiae Regens pluribus verbis nobis significari fecit Jo* 
hannem Clerk Scotum qui in Regio vestro exercitu ordines 
duxit, gravissimis criminibus, apud Serenitatem vestram 
reum peragi^idquc malevolofum qtiorundam fieri calumniis, 
inter quos principem locum tenere dicitur Comes Bodovel* 
' lix. Et quoniam nostrum Principum munus esse solet et 
debet, injuste laborantibus, et afilictis hominum fortunis 
opitulari et subvenire, improborumque audacias coercere 
et frangere, faciendum nobis fuit (Regente presertim id 
efllagitante) ut de utroque, qualis nobis uterque cognitiu 
fuerit, apud Serenitatem vestram judicium et testimonium 
noctrum interponeremus. 

Intelligat igitur vestra Serenitas Joannem Clerk praeclare 
luc in Anglia, nobis nostrisque diu esse notum, nee vero 
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quicquam iincjaam in ejus moribus 'pravum axit fucatutn vi^i. 
disse qucnqtiam, contraque potins ea hominem virtute, fide, 
integritate cogndvimus atque aadivimus, ut nulla ratione 
no^ dubkemtis, 'qum ab audacissimo homine Bodovelliae 
comite, hsec innocent) crimina affecta sint. 

De Bodoyellio vcro rios antea ad scrtem. vestram, ut de 
certisslmo Regis srA intcrfectore scripsimus, rogavimusquc 
ut, a serte. vestra in Scotiam ad causam dicendam mitte- 
rctur. Quart cbnfidimus quidem certe (quod tamen a 
scrte. vestra itcrunl atque kcrum summopere rogamus) co- 
mitem tanti facinoris reum, in carcere et vinculi? arctc 
custodiri, rel ceite quod malumus, magisque petimus, 
e carcere ad judicium subeundum, ad eum locum, in quo 
scelus admissum sit, mlissum iri; neqiie enim certe Regl ho- 
liorificum esse potdst. Regis interfectorem solute et libere 
vagari et impune vivere ; at ita sfe gerere et jactare, ut inno- 
centis capiti struat ihsidia^, multa minus. Quare utrumque 
petimus a serte. vestra, ut et de Bodovellis, quod ipsius facti 
diritate dignum sit, statuat, et Joannem Qerke fortem et 
honestuift virum, nobi^ cognitum iniquorum suorum ca- 
lumniis opprimi non sinat. Quorum primum non Justitiae 
solum, sed etiam prudentiae ; alterum certe fuerit clen)enti» 
ct aquitatis tua. Deus Opt. Max. S. V. Salvam servctet 
incolumem. Dat^ tsfc, {i^jo, Juxta Seriem Literarum.) 

EKzabetha Dei gratia^ bfc. Frederico Danla, JfJV. sa/utem^ 
Ssepe jam nos ad sertcm. vestram de Bodovelliw cpmite, 
qui ex Scotia jam pridem, Rege per summum scelus in- 
terfecto, in vestras ditiones profugisse dicitur. Scripsimus 
simul etiam de Joanne Clerk Scoto, ejusdem comitis ca- 
^ lumniis graviter apud S. vestram accusato, quid nos opi- 
nionis et judicii haberemus, significantes. Quibus Uteris 
qu6niam nihil est adhuc a S. vestra responsum, eadem de 
rebus eisdcm rep^jfere h(K tempore cogimur, et S^ vestram 
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"iterum summopere rogare> ut eum comitemj de quo tam 
gravis apud omnes interfecti Regis habetur suspiuoi ad. 
causam dicendam vel mittat in Scotiam^ vd honoris nostra . 
causa, primo recte in Angliam, quo deinceps possit, ex nos- 
tro Regno illuc, ad judicium subeundum nostra fide mitti* 
Non enim certe Regibus bonorificum esse potest, Regis 
interfectorem ixnpunitum vivere, qui si contra innpcens in- 
ventus fuerit, gravi profecto seipsum invidia liberabit.. 
Hoc cum S. vestram libenter nobis daturam confidimus, 
turn illud etiam non minus petimus, ut Joannem Qerke, 
fbrtem et probiim virum^ nobis cognitum iniquorum suo- 
rum calumniis opprimi non sinat* Quibus de rebus, cum 
ante hac ad S. vestram copiose perscripserimus, libenter 
quidem hoc tempore, quantum in iis nobis gratificari veUt, 
audire cupimus. Deus O. M. S. V. in omni prosperarum 
rcrum affluentia conscrvet. Dat. Grin. 24 Martii 157 !• 
Regnlnostri 13th. 

The preceding letters are published from M, Crawford's 
MSS. I. 285. For Lubccticamy (page 302, line 9) read Sue- 
ticam — line 1 2, for argueretur read quereretur. . 
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Extract of the deciphering of a Letter of Queen Marfi 
to her Ambassador the Archbishop of Glasgow ^ from 
Sheffield^ 1st June 1576. 

ON m^a donne avis de la mort du Comte de Botlxuel ; Keith, Ap- 
& qu'avant son decez, il fist une ample; confession de sed ftom Ma 
faultes, et se dcclara autheur et coulpable de Tassassinat da coUe^Scti, 
feu roy, mon mary, dont il me dcchargc bicn expressement^ Pm^ 
jurant sur la damnation de son ame pour mon innocence. 
£t d'autant s*il estoit ainsy, ce temoignage m'importeroit 
de beaucoup contre les fausses calomnies de mes ennemis i 
jc vous prie d'en rechercher la vcrite, par quelque moyen 
que ce soit. Ceux qui assisterent a laditte declaration, de« 
puis par eux signee et scellee en forme de teatament> sent 
Otto Braw du chateau d'ElcambrCi Paris Braw du chateau 
de Vascut, M. GuUunstarne du chateau de Fulcensteref 
I'Eveque de Skonj et quatre bailiffs d^ la ville, &c^ 

Extract of a Letter in Cypher of Abp. Beaton to Queen 
Mary^ 30/A July 1576. 

II y a desja long temps que nous avons entendu les no««« , 
velles de la mort du Comte de Bothuel ; et des ce tempSy 
la Reine Mere a escrit (ainsi que M. de Lansac m' assure) 
^ Tambassadeur du roy en Danemarq^ pour envoyer le tes^ 
tament en forme : ce qu'U n'a encore fait. Je trouveroit 
' bon d'y envoyer de Monceaux, qui entreprendroit volon- 
tiers le voiage : mais vous voyez le peu de puissance que 
j'ay de iuy delivrerde Targent. 

1L% 
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Extract of a Letter of Abp. Beaton in Cypher to the 
Queen, J^h January 1 577. 

Gartcly' des son arrivee en Escosse^ fut fait prisonier, 
parce qu'il divulga ce qu'il avoit entendu a Londres, du 
testament du feu Comte de Bothuel; et a ce que Ton 
dit a cste contraint d'envoyer un homme en Danemarq 
pour la verification d'iceluy. Monceaux n'a voulu entre- 

* prendre le voiage sans avoir argent contant. Les 500 livres 

• qu*il a receu par votre liberalite avoient este dcpendus, a - 

• ce qu*il ditj avant qu'ils etoicnt receus. 

Sur ce propos, je ne veux oublier a vous dire ce qui m'a 
cste rapporte par un gentilhomme, qui m'a dit I'avoir en- 
tendu du ControUeur TuUibairh, qui estoit dans la chambrc 
dc Monseigneur le Prince (Jacques VL) votre fils a Sterlyng; 
ayant ledit TuUibairne entre ses mains la copie du dit 
testament, en le lisant a un autre gentilhomme, mon dit 
Seigneur vint \ Timproviste les acoster de la table ou il 
escrivoit, et a force voulut voir ce que le dit TuUibaim 
tenoit eritre ses mains, encore qu'il luy refusa deux ou trois 
fois. Et I'ayant leu de mot a mot, sans leur dire aucune 
paroles, le leur remit entre les mains. Et apres avoir 
«cheve ce qu'il avoit ^ escrire,1l se mit plus guay que de 
coutiune, a entretenir les gentilhommes qui estoient alen-^ 
tour de luy ; ce qu'il continua toute cette apres dinee a 
ton souper, et apr^ssouper : ce qui rendit toute Fassistance 
^rieux de scavoir Foccasion. Ensorte que ledict TuUi- 
bairne luy demanda apres souper, ^ luy disant, qu'il avoit 
tpuisJQurs aime et hooore, mais a cette heure-la, plus quj^ 
jamais, le voyant si gaillard et disppsd, avec si bon visage^ 
entretenir les Seigneurs que le visitoient. II luy despondit^ 

*i Barclay of Gartley, one of the chief officers of the queen's household 
121 England. M. Crawford's MSS. i. 25£.from the Paper Office. 
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Titllibairnei n'ay*je pas juste occasion^ m'ayant ete imprime 
si souvent et de si long temps^ les accusations et calomnies 
de la majeste de la Reine ma mere, de ce que aujourd'huy 
j*ay vu une si ouverte approbation de son inhnocence ? (2d 
which the archbishop adds) Dieu luy donna sa grace, s'il 
luy plait, d'augmenter ce que plus que naturellement il a 
desja, au rapport de tout le monde, de boh commencement 
en toutes choses vcrtiieuses. 

Extrait (Tune Lettre de la Reine Marte^ a M. de 
Glasgo^ son Ambassadeur^ en chiffre^ a Scbeffield^ 
du 6 Janvier 1577* 

J'ay eu avis que le roy de Danemareque a envoye a 
cette Reine (Elizabeth) le - testament du feu Comte de 
iBothuel, et qu'elle Ta supprime secretement, le plus qu'il 
luy a ete possible. II me semble, que le voiage de Mon-» 
ceaux n'est necessaire pour ce regard, puisque la Reine 
Merc y a envoye, comme vous me mandez. 

C^y of a Relation of the Earl of BothwelFs Declara- 
tion at his Deaths by, one that was present. 

Le comte de Bothuel malade a I'extremite, au chateau ibvL 

• ^;r 1 •/•' • 9 • Cotton Lib. 

de Malniay, a venfie ce qui s ensuit. Titu« c. 7. 

L'Evesque de Scone, avec quatre grands Seigneurs, a ^°^- ^^^ 
s^voir, les Seigneurs Berin Gowes du chateau de Malmay, 
Otto Braw du chateau d'Ottenbrocht, Paris Braw du cha- 
teau de Vcscut, et M. Gullunstarne du chateau de Fulcen- 
stere, avec les quatre bailifs de la ville, prierent le diet 
comte de declarer librement ce qu'il s9avoit de^ la mort dti 
feu Roy Henry, (Damley) et des autheurs d'iceUe, comme 
il vouloit repondre devant Dieu au jour du jugement, 1^ 

X3 '^ . 
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tA tout^ls choscsj tant cachees soyent elles, seront mani- 
festees. 

Alors le comte remonstrant pour sa grande foiblesse qui 
Ic dctcnoit, qu'il nc pouvoit discowir tout ce qu'il en S9a-. 
voit par lui-mcme, affirma la Reinc innocente dc la ditte 
mort i lui $cul, ses parents, et quelque noblesse autheurs 
d'iccUc. 

Estant dcrcchcf prie dcs diets Seigneurs, dc declarer quel- 
qucs uns, nomma my lord Jacques comte de.Morray, my 
lord Robert Abbe de Sainte-Croix, (maintcnant comte dea 
Isles Orcliadcs) tons deux freres bastards de la Reinc, les 
comtcs Argueil, Crauford, Glencarn, Morton, my lord 
Boyd, les Barons dc Ledington, Bucclei;gh et Grange. 

Poursuit apres, comme par enchantement, auquel des sa 
jcunesse, i Paris et aillieurs il s'estoit beaucoup addone, il 
avoit tire la Reinc a I'aymer, soy depestrant de sa femmc. 

Lc mariage consomme, cherchoit tout moyen a faire mou* 
. /ir le petit prince, et toute la noblesse qui n'y vouloit en- 
tendre. 

' Apres, comme (il) avoit debauche deux filles d*un grand 
Seigneur de Danemarque, les menant en Escosse, et deux 
autres d'un gr?ind Seigneur 4e la ville de Lubecque, soub^ 
ombre de mariage avec leur filles, et tant 4'autre§ filles 
nobles, tant en France que Danemarque, Angleterre, et 
Escosse : demandant pardon ^ Dieu, regevant sgnt corps 
estant attenue, mourut. 

Tout cecy, jius a plein, a estq cscrit en Latin et Danois, 
pigne du seel du roy de Danemarque et des assistants sur- 
nommez, et viendra quelque jour en lumiere, pour averer 
Tinnocence de la Reine d'Escossq. 

L'adjointe copie ay ant este donne par un marchand 
digne de foy, assistant alob ^ la derniere attestation du 
diet comtjpf 
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BUCHANAN, Melvil, and Spottiswood assure us, tKat 
Bothwell died mad, and the two last, writing after James 
had wintered in Denmark, must have known the fact. 
Turner, in order to authenticate the confession, first as- 
serted, in 1588, that Bothwell's ma(Jiiess was a fiction of 
Buchansin's; and the credulousWhitakcr believes, on Good- 
alTs authority, that he lived at largfe, unconfincd, in Den- 
mark. But Crawford's MS. informs us, that he was com- 
mitted to close prison till his death ; the Summarium de 
Morte Mariae, published 15 87, that, " inDania captus, amens 
obiit" (Jebb, ii. 166), and Thuanus assures us, seemingly 
from particular information, that as soon as discovered, he 
was imprisoned atDracholm,** in aratissimis vinculis, in qui- 
bus cum accusatus esset ab amicis cujusdam nobili^ virginis 
Nor^egicae, quam zntt fibres ainnos,.pacto matrimonio vio— 
latam, alia super Induct a^ deseruerat, post decennium acce- 
dente amentia dignum flagitio^a vita exitum habuit,'* ii. 55 1. 
The Norwegian lady whom he had debauched when be- 
trothed to her spme years before, and deserted for another, 
explains* a passage in Buchanan, that before his marriage 
with the queen, duas uxores adhuc vivas habuit, tertiam ipse 
nuper suum fassus adulterium dimisisset j (Lib. xvjii. 357) 
and suggested the crimes in his confession, that he had de- 
bauched a Danish lord's tl^-o daughters, and two daughters 
of a lord at Lubeck, &c. His body was greatly swelled in 
summer, 1575 (Murden, 285) \ and he seems to have died 
about the end of that year. His age his been strangely 
controverted. Buchanan had represented James, instead 

X4 



»12 APPENDIX. 

of Patrick, Earl of Bothwell, as Lennox's riyal for the queen 
regent's hand ; and Tytler^ who was slightly versed in the 
controversy, and in the history of the period, grasped at the 
mistake, and concluded that Bothwell, who courted the 
mother in 1544,. must have been an old man, upwards of 
sixty, when he married the daughter in 1567. Tytlcr, 
3 edit, 281. TJic mistake had been previously corrected by 
Thomas Crawford (Notes on Buchanan, 141) and by Rud- 
diman (Buchananari Opera, i. 452) ; but when Lord Hailes 
discovered thatPatrick, Bothwell's father, died in September 
1556, and that Mary herself described Bothwell eight years 
afterwards, as " in his verie youth at his first ehteris into 
this realm, immediately after the deceise of his fadder,** 
(Remarks, 173. Anderson, i. 89), Lord Elibank and Tytler 
devised another conclusion, that Buchanan, by anticipation^ 
described Bothwell by his future titles, when cotirting the 
queen regent in 1544, and that he was forty-four at least 
when he married the queen. Lord Elibank's letter to Lord 
Hailes, 30. Tytler, ii* 155. To argue against such writerr 
would be ridiculous, as it is sufEcienit- to state their mis- 
quotation of Buchanan. " Accessh abmulus Jacobus Hep* 
burnus comes BothweIli«, dec. Is enim ab Jacobo quinto n- 
legatusjoc etafitn eo moftuo domum rw^r^w/, eisdem artibus 
regiuse vidua huptias ambiebat," &c. Lib. xvi. p. 285- The 
Earl of Bothwell, whom James had banished in 1537, war 
Patrick, the earl formerly imprisoned in 153 1, and divorced 
from lus wife, most probably oh his return fi^m exile, 
^ when he paid his 'addresses'to the qu^en- rcgfent. Goodall, 
ii. 319. 3othweirs mother was sQive at the murder of 
^Damley (Paris's First Confession) •, and if bom when his 
father was banbhcd, Bothwell him^lf might be nineteen 
at hisfather^s death, and less than thirty on his marriage 
^with the queen. From her words quoted above, he ap- 
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pears to have** returned from abroad immediatdiy after his 
father's death ; and I conceive that he was then.in Den- 
mark or Norway, where he married and deserted his first 
wife for another^ as he passed through England to France, 
on his banishment in 1563. Douglas,- in his Peerage, 
creates an intermediate Patrick Earl of Bothwell ; but in 
1 5 19, we discover a Lord Hailes, by Buchanan called James 
Hepburn, who assassinated David Hume prior of 0>lding- 
ham, to whose sister he was married. Buchanan, ^60^ 
I^7> 371* Pitscottie, 131* Crawford's Notes on Buch- 
anan, tjL6. 
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Copy of Sir James Balfour's Letter to Queen Mary. 

i5€oi EFTIR that I had consideri^ the answer of the letter 
send by pic to youre majestie, and therby had understand 
yotnre majesties mynd and intentiounsj and specialye that 
youre (M.) wes nocht abill to tak any greit thing in hand 
sn thir pairtis for many causisj except youre (M) awin 
subjectis had begun first to prepare the way in delivering 
youre (M) sone out of the handis of his innemeis, and put- 
ting him to fiill liberty. Finding the m^ter weill hard, 
and estait of the countree incertane, and subject at all oc- 
casiones to diverss mutationis, and I myself banishit and 
alluterlie vrackit be thaim quha had the gydin of the court, 
and war about his persone : yit willing to continew and fol- 
low furth the courss that I have evir schott atj in doing to^ 
youre (M) aggreabill service, I resolvit with myself to tak 
the hazard to reteir me in this realmei and that nocht with- 
out greit parrell of my lyfe, alsweil in my voyage as efteir 
my landing, quhilk was the xvii day of December laste, at 
quhat tyme I f^nd Mortoun and his factioun to beir alss 
greit sway in court counsale, and outthrowch the haUl 
realme, as evir they did in any tyme bigan, albeit thair had 
bene sindrie attemptaitis maid againis him of before, from 
tyme to tyme, quhilk al, threw slawnes of sum that war on 
the counsale thairof, failzeit. My cuming being detectit 
and gretumlie wondrit at, I addrest myself screitlie on the 
nyght to Edinburgh, the king being in Haly-rud-hous, ac- 
cumpanit with theErllis of Lennox, Argyll, the Thesaurar, 
Mortoun, Anguss, Lochlevin, and sindrie of the maist spe- 
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cial of that factioun, and finding Lennox his fivourers and 
assistaris willing to suppres the tyrranie of Mortoun, and to 
put the kingis majcjstic in full surtie, I frammit my com- 
missioun in sic sort (I traist always nathing thir by your 
majesties intentioun) to the king's majestic and hinj, that 
except Mortoun war reducit to sum better, ordir, he wald 
be the wraick of thaim, your Majestic, and the haili coun- 
tree, and that be sindrie remonstranceis made to tbame, had 
fra your majestic self, and partlic be uthir intelligence^ 
quhilk I knew, and leirnit from uthiris;| stia that Mortoun 
wes schartlic thaireftir commandit to ward, in the castell 
of Edinburgh, and thaireftir to Dumbartane, quhair he is 
now presentlie, being accusit of the king your majesties 
umquhill husbands murthour, oppinlie in counsal^, be ca-»' 
pltan James Stewart of Ochiltree, quhairof Mr. Archibald 
Douglas being advertist be his moyan, wts with all diligence 
fugitive in Ingland, quhair he resortis as yit. Quhair 
throw (the said erle) takis the grcter bauldenes to deny aU 
thingis promisit be him to Bothwell in that matter, except 
£a fer as the band (quhairof I did send the copie to youre 
majestic) dois testifie : and becaus I understand that sum 
farder knawledge concerning that matter is cum to youre 
majesties airis, thairfore man pray youre majesties maist 
humblie to write unto me at lenth, all that youre majestic 
has heird and know in thairjnto, that his wickit and impu- 
dent dealing in that fact may be knawin and manifestit to 
youre (M) honar, the king youre sonis contentement, and 
satisfactioun of all gud men, for I have bene preissit be his 
grace, and uthcris of the nobiliticj youre majesties favoretis, 
to try furth the samin, and that with als greit diligence as 
youre majestic may gudlie, for I have left nathing undone 
to performe the last wordis of the few lynis send to my 
lord youre majesties ambassadour to be communicat unto 
me, concerning him, lyk as I sail continew fra tymc tft 
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iymei as ocOisioun sal offer the sdfj quhiSc it sail fdeiso 
God that materis tack sum gud succes to youre (M) con- 
tentatioun. . I dout nocht hot yoore (M) hes iiitelligeiiice of 
the lameiitatde estait of this countree^ the kingis grace your 
aone being young> and few or nane about him bot men of 
laa gud qualiteisy and innemeis altogidder to youre majestie» 
except the erUis of Lennox, Argylle, Setoun, capitan of the 
eastelly and now laitlie the lord Rnthven> quha is in it 
with thame in this caus agains Mourthoun. It apperis that 
sin Morris marriage with the lord DrummotldV sister, that 
Montroiss is growand sum quhat eauld. Robert Melvill 
hes bene ane gud instrument in this i^aus, lykas at all uthir 
tjmes.. I have sene little for^lerance be nny utheris, nor 
yit findis any apperance in tyme cuming of sum that I 
faikit wald have bene mair diligent : alwayis thair is sum 
uthir lordis and gentilmen of the nobilitie quha qoatinueis 
sit your majesties devotioun as thay did of before. Thay 
quhom youre majestie knawis to have bene unfreindis thir 
many yeiris, grouis daylie the mait and mair obstinate 
tievertheles thair is many ofall estaitis that beris your ma-. 
jcstie ane greit gud will gif they durst utter the samin, 
quha ar for the maist pairt knawin 'to youre majestie's self 
be moyanof thair awin advertisements. Bot nane in corn- 
pair of the erll of Lennox, quha endeivris him self con- 
tinewallie be al meanis to bring al materis to pas concern- 
ing your majestie and the kingis Weill, as he promist to 
Monsieur de Guise before hb pairtin furth of France, lik 
as youre majestie will understand at mair lenth be the king 
your majesties sonis awin letter and his. The said erll of 
Lennox hes bene at greit chairgeis and expensse sin bis 
cuming to this countree, and is far behind the hand, and 
the kingis vcrra pure throw the abusing of his patrimonie 
be thais quha hes had the governing thairof this tyme 
ftegane. Ingland in this mcne tyme boistris fast to mak 
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weir, and that be the persuasunm of the Douglass and 
thair factioun. Thairfor seing the mater is b^nand wetl 
agaitwart according to youre majesties desyre, sua it is re* 
quisite that your majestie put to youre hclpin hand £of 
furthsettin, manteningy and defending of the present 
estait> and of al thais that dependis faithfuUie and trewiie 
upon your majesties sone, for now occasioun is offerit to 
imploy your majesties friendis ; for as things ar presentlid 
at pointy it is nocht abill to bring materis soundlie to pes- 
fectioun without youre (M) moyan and support. I doot 
nocht bot youre -majestie will call to remembrance the 
phtt quhilk I laid to your majestic be my writting before 
my depairtin furth of France. My lord Sctoun, with 
many utheris, hes writtin amplie to your majestie all the 
proce^idingb of this countree, quhilk causis me to be the 
schorter. I pray your majestie w rit e eflfcctuouslie, in par* 
tictilar to al thads that your majestie knawis to be frdnds in 
thir pairtis. And gif it sail pleis your majestie twichc sum 
thing in your majesties letters to confer with me in sic 
thingis concerning your (M) service as sail nocht be con^ 
tenit in your (M) letters, and in myawin wrjtin to be send- 
be your (M) to me that thair be contenit ane generale 
clauss, to assure sic as will be fbrwart in your (M) and sonis 
service, of your (M) gud will and benevolence (I mene ^ 

Bocht of sic that youre majestie will nevir traist Into). 

And attour gif it sail pleis your majestie to desyre hit 
grace to use sum quhat of my counsale io bis greit effaires, 
specialie conceniing youre (M) self ond the weill of this 
resilme, I sail fulfil^ be-Godis gudnis, that thing quhilk. 
J have promist^ gif it sail pleis him of his mcrcie to prolong 
my dayes» It becomis me nocht to be harald in my awin 
causs, nor yit will I presentlie mene to youre majestie my 
hard handlin, deidlie feid and hatrait quhilk I underly for 
your (M)' service, bot refer the samin to your (M) consi-' 
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dcratioun, cfteir just tryell takin thaif of be your majesties 
selfy. assurand your (M) that I sail be at ail occasiounis 
mair reddie to put thingis in executioun, quhilk I believe 
may tend to your (M) Weill and contentcment, than to 
mak large and ample discourss without frute, quhilk I 
bauve purposly omittit at this present, becauss I thocht it 
nocht needfiiU to repeit that thing quhilk sindrie hes writt 
in to youre (M) at lenth concerning the present estait of 
all thingis within this realme, and specialie my lord of 
Lennox, to quhom I pray youre (M) write as he meritis^ 
and to have consideratioun of the grdt chairgeis that he 
hes sustenit and daylie sustenis, nocht forgetting utheris of 
the nobilitie yo\UT (M) affectiounat servitouris, in thair 
awin rank. In the meme tyme I sail interteine all thais 
that I knaw to be affectiounat, or niay be persuadit to yo\ire 
(M) service with sic small credit as I have. 

I have desyrit my lord ambassadour to write this in his 
cipher, for gif I had ane of my awin I wakl have twicht 
sindrie thingis quhilk I have omittit^ bot sail write heir 
eftir as thingis sail hap(Mn to fall forth. Thair fore youre 
(M) will pleis write me youre answer in my said lord am« 
bassadours ci|4ier, quha will communicat the aamin to me 
surlie aneuch, pr ellis gif youre (M) findis opportunitie to 
send me ane cipher of my awin. This luUng foryOure 
(M) answer with sic gudlie diligence as is possibill, kissand 
youre (iJf) handis with all humilitie, I pray theetemil God 
to preserve youre (M) in gud health, and grant youre (M) 
haistie releifs to his glorie and the comf<nrt of the gud sub-^ 
jectis of this pure and afilictit realme. From Edinburgh 
the penult day of Januar, 1580. 

Toure majesties maist humbill and obedient 
servitour to the end, 

SIR JAMES BALFOUR, 
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Trial of the Earl of Mortounfor the Murder of 
Darnley. 

* Mourtoun his forfaltrie, 

CURIA justlciarie S. D. N. regis tenta et mchoata In Amot% 
pretorio burgi de Edinburgh, primo die mensis Junii^ anno ggg. 
Dni. millesimo quingentesimo octuagesimo primo, per ho- 
norabiles et discretes viros Jacobum Strivilixig dc Kcir mi- 
litem, et magistrum Joannem Grahame justiciarios Inhac 
parte per commissionem S. D. N, regis, 9c Dnorum ejus 
secreti concilii specialiter constitut. adefiectum subscriptusxi 
sectis vocatis, et curia legittime affirmata^ &c. 

Jacobus.Comes de Mortoun, Dns, de Dalkeith, &c. accu- 
satus callumniatus de arte, parte, prescientia conselatione, et 
non releuatione proditorie murthure quondam nobilissimi et 
charissimi Henrici regis Scotorum, patris S. D.N. Regi^ 
Jacobi sexti. 

Nomina assizae elect, jurat, et admiss. super pre£tto Ja« 
cobo Comite de Mortoun, &c. viz. 

Colinus Comes Ergadie, Joannes Comes de Montrois 
Andreas Comes de Rothes, Jacobus Comes de GIencairne» 
Hugo Comes de Eglintoun, Alexander Comes de Suther- 
land, Joannes Dns. de Maxwell, Georgius Dns. de Seytoun^ 
Jacobus Dbs. Ogilvie, Jacobus Dns. Innermaithe, Hugo Dns. 
Somervell, Alexander Magister dc Levingstoun, Alexander 
Mr. de Elphinstoun, Joannes Gordoun de Lochinvar, Miles, 
Patricius Hepburne dc Wachtoun, Fatricius Learmonth 
dc Dersie, Miles, Willielmus Livingstoim de Kilsyth^ 
Miles. 

^hc whilk day the said James earle of Mortoun being 
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indyttit and accusit, that> in the moneths of Januarii and 

Fcbrii, in the ycir of God 1566 yeiris, he, accompaniit 

with James, some tyme earle Bothwell, James Ormistoun 

some tyme of that iike, Robert, alias Hob Ormisf oun, his 

father brother, John Hay some tyme of Tallo, younger, 

John Hepbume, callit John of Bowtoun, and divers others 

his complices, craftelie and secretlie conspirit among them 

selves^ consultit, treatit, devysit, and maticiously concludit 

the maist shameful, detestable, and unnatural murcher and 

patricide of our soverane lords umqiihill dearest father, 

Henry king of Scotts, law^ful spousie for the tyme to his 

' hienes's dearest mother, Mary, then quein of Scotland, 

and that within the burgh of Ed% pallice of Hallyruid- 

house, and uthers places thereabout ; and to the end he 

myght bring his wicked, filthie, and execrabill attempt at 

better to pass, he with the remanent persouns afoimamed, 

be themselves, y servants, complices, and others, in y' 

names, of their cawseing comniand, hounding, sending, 

partaking assistance and ratihabitione, upon the tenth day 

of the sd moneth of Feberwar 1566 years, at twa hours 

after midnight, or therby, come to the lodgeing besyde the 

Kirk of Feild, within the said burgh of Ed% wher our sd 

soverane lords umqll dearest father was lodgit for the tyme, 

and ther be way of h^Mnesukin, brigancie, and foirthowght 

fellonie, maist vylelie, unmercifiillie, and treasonablie, slew 

. tod mmthcrit him, with Wm Tayliour and Andro Ma- 

kage, his cubicularis, when as they, buriet in slcp, were 

takeand the nyghts rest, brunt his hoiU lodgeing forsaid, 

* an(i taised the sameii in the air be force of gun poulder, 

qlke a lytle afore was placit and imput be him and his for- 

saids under the grund, and angular stains, and within the 

voltis, in laich and damit pairts and places y*^of, to thlat 

effect, and richt, swa he with the remanent persouns afor- 

naipit, liiafrowis of his mischcife, be themselves, y'' sci'vaflts. 
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ttqtsi^ite& ind uthers^ in y' naoiesy ^f their causing, conn- 
^ mandi hunding^ seiiding, and airt? and partaking, as^isc- 
BttcCy and ratifaabkion, at the tjmes forsaidsj respective, 
gave their favor, counsall, and help to the perpetration of 
the said horrible crymesj and ay sinsyne hes sipnulate, hid^ 
and conceillit the samen, in maist treasonable and secreit 
maner, and tbeirthrow had incurrit the paines of leisma^ 
gestie> and sould hav^ bein punishit theirfor with all rigour, 
be tinsall of life» lands, and guid$, and be ejcLtinctiounof 
fame, honour, titles, and mepiorie, cgnform to the lawis pf 
this reahae ; lykeas the reixianent per^puns afoirnanied, his 
complices and conspiratoxs with hin^ in their trca&onable 
impieties, were already tryed and &rfau}tit for thfi »dl 
same hynoiis and detestable crymes, acid ibr the roaist p$ut> 
ftsthey could be apprd^ndijt, h^d su^it maisj: shai3^Q&4 
4eid theiarCbir, according to y' deserving^ e$ at mair Jl^nth is 
contained in the dittay given in anent the preixusses, witjbi 
the taikins and probatiouns producit and usit theirwith ; 
qlkes being read, the^ said James earle of Mortoun, and he 
anserand y'^to, denyit the samen, be reasoun wherof the 
said justice-deputis referrit the samen to the knawledge of 
the inqueist and assyse above written, wha wes resavit and 
admittit in presence of the said earle, and they being furth 
of court removed, and ryply advisit with the said dittay, 
taikins infallible and maist evident, with the probatiouns 
producit and usit for verifieing theirof, and y^after xnen*> 
terand againe in court, they all in ane voyce, be the pro* 
nounceing of the mouth of John carle of Montrose, chan- 
Cellar choisen be the s** assyse, fyllit the said Jamos earle of 
Mortoun of airt, pairt,. foirknawledge, and conceiling of 
the treasonable and unnatural murthers forsaids ; after the 
qlke conviction, the saids justice-deputis, be pronunciatioun 
of Andro Lindsay, demster of the said court, adjudgit, and 
for dome gave, that the said James earle of Mortoun sould 
Vol. n. y 
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be had to anc gibbet bcsydc the mcrcat-crose of the ^ 
burgh of £d% and ther be hangit while he be deid, and 
y^aftcr dfawin, quarterit, and demaneit, as ane traitonr ; 
and that all his landS) heretage, offices, possessiones, tackes, 
steadings, comes, cattell, actibunes, debtes, obligations, 
guids moveable and unmovcable, and uthers whatsomcver 
^pvhilkis pertenit to him, sould and aught appertaine to our 
«overane lord^ and to be applyit to his hienes use, be rea- 
sone of escheat of forfaultour, to be uptakeii, usit, and dis- 
ponit, be his hienes at his pleasur ; upon the qlkes pre- 
misses, Mr. Robert Crichtoun of Eliock, advocat to our so- 
verane lord, asked instruments, and acts of court. — ^Ex'^ 
tractum ex actis curia Justiciarie antedicte, per me Wm. 
Stewart juniorem, notarium publicum et clericum dicte 
curie per commissionem S- D. N. regb antedict. specialiter 
dectum et juratum^ &c. sab meis signo et ^bscriptirae 
-manualibus. . 
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The sume off all that conference that was betwixt the Eirle of 
Morton, John Durie, and Mr, Walter Balcanquell, and 
the cheif things that they hard of him quhairof they can rf- 
memier, that day that the said Eirle suffered, quhilh. was the 
second of yunii, 1 5 8 1 . 

FIRST, the said eirle being exhorted that he sould not 
be discouraged in consideration of that estate quhairinto 
ance he was in this world in honour and glorie, and of the 
downcast quhairunto now he was brought, but rather in 
consideration of the glorie to come, he sould rejoice and be 
of gude comfort, his answer was, as concerning all the 
glorie that I have had in this world, I cair not for it, be- 
cause I am persuaded now that all the honours, riches, 
friends, pleasures, and quhatsomever I had in the world, is 
but vanitie, and as concerning the estate quhairunto now I 
am brought, I thank God for it, and am at this poynt, that 
I am content rather to render my lyfe then to live, because 
I know that as God has appoynted the tyme of my deith, 
so has he appoynted the manner thereof; and therefore, 
seeing that now is the time, and this is the manner that 
best pleiseth my God to take me, I am content, and as fctt* 
my lyfe in this world, I cair not for it a penny, in respect 
of that immortalitie and everlasting joy quhilk I luke for, 
and quhairof I am assured. 

2. Being requyred quhat was his part or knowledge in 
the king's murther, he answered with this attestation, as I 
sail answer to my Lord God, I sail declare trcwlie all 
xhy knowledge in that matter, the soume quhairof is this 4 
£fter xny returning out of Ingland, qubair I was basoishedl 

Ya 
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Meining forDalric's slaughter, I came out of Wcdcrbiim to Whit- 
^If'Sj^i^.^'tinghame, quhair the eirlc Bothwell and I met together in 
dane, 1565, ^^^ yaird of Whittinghame, quhair, cfter long communing 
nion of the the eific Bothwell proponed to me the king's murther, re* 
quyring what wald be my part therein, seeing it vrzs the 
queines mynd that the king sould be taine away, because, 
as he said, she blamed the king mair of Davie's slaughter 
than me. My answer to the eirle Bothwell was this, that I 
wald riot in any ways mell with tjiat matter, and that for 
this cause, because I am but new cumed out of trouble, 
quhalrof as yet I am liot red, being discharged to ciim 
Heir the court be seven mylls, and therefore, I cannot enter 
myself in such a trouUe againe. Efter this answer, Mr. 
Archbald Douglas entered in conference with me in that 
purpose, persui&ding nie to agrie to the eirle Bothwell's de- 
syre. Last of all the eirle Bothwell, being in Whitting*- 
hsime, thairafter eirhestly proponed the same matter agaitt 
to tne, persuading xhe thaino, because so was the queines 
mynd, and shoe wald have it to be done. Unto this m^ 
answer was, I desyred the eirle Bothwell to bring me the 
queines hand wryt of this matter for a warrand, and then ^ 
I sould give him ane answer : utherwayes I wald not mell 
therewith, quhilk warrand he never purchaissed (reported, 
Calderwood's MS.) unto me. Then being inquyred quhat 
wald have beine his part in caise he had gotten the queines 
warrand in that matter, wald he in respect thairof, melled 
witjii siieh a filthie murther as that ? He answered, gif I 
had gottdn the queines wryt, and so had knowen hor 
mynd, I was pxirposed to have bani^ed m'yselfe againe, 
ahd tUitied xriy back on Scotland quhile I had seiri a better 
Idccasion. Then following forth his discourse of this mat-* 
Her, he said, I being at St. Andro's to vissit the eirle of 
Angus a little before the murther^ Mr, Archbald DoDghs 
icame to me there, bo^ with wryt and credit of dieeirfi; 
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Botliwell, to shew unto me that the purpose of the king's 
mmther was to be done, and neir a poynt, and to request 
my concurrence and asystancc thereunto. My answer was 
to him, that I wald give no answer to that purpose, seeing I 
had not gotten the queines jwarrand in wryt, quhilk was 
promised, and thairforc seeing the eirle Bothyell never re- 
ported any warrand of the queine to me, I never melled 
farther with it. Then being inquyred whether he gave. 
Mr. Archbald Douglas any command to be there in his 
name, he answered, I never commanded him. Being in- 
quyred gif he gave him any counsel thereunto, he answer- 
ed, I never counselled him to it : being inquyred if he gave 
him any counsel in the coptrair, he answered I never 
counselli^d him in the contrair. Then it was said to him^ 
that it wa^ a dangerous thing for him that his servand and 
depender was to pass to such a wicked purpose^ and he 
knowing thereof stayed him ,not, sieing it would be counjted 
his deid : he answered, Mr. Archbald at that tyme was a 
depender upon the eirle Bothwell, nuking court for hipi- 
sdf, rather then a depender of myne. Efter this following 
forth the same discourse, he said Mr. Archbald, efter th^ 
deid was done, shew to me that he was at the deid doeing, 
and came to the Kirk of Field yard with the eirle Bothwell 
and Huntlie. Then being requyred if he received Mr« 
Archbald efter the murther, he answered I did indeed* 
Then it was said to him, appeirantlie my lord, ye canngt 
complain justlie of the sentence that is given against you, 
^eing with your oun mouth ye confess the foreknowledge ' 
and concealling of the king'^ murther, for quhilk twp 
poynts onlie ye could not be able to abyd the law. He 
answered that I know tobetrew indeid, but yet they sould 
have considered the danger that the reveilling of it wald 
have brought me to at that tyme ^ for I durst not reveill it 
for feir of my lyfe. For at that tyme to whom sould I have 

Y3 



S26 APPENDIX. 

rcveiUcd it ? To the qucine ? she was the doer thereof. 
I was myndedto have told it to the king's selfe (father, Cal- 
dcrwood) but I durst not for my lyfc, for I knew him to be 
a baime of such nature, that there was nothing told him 
but he wald reveill it to hir againe. Being inquyf ed why 
he wald not sinsyne reviell it to the king's majesty, he 
answered I durst not, for the same feir. Then he said, efter 
{he cirle Bothyrell was cleinged by an assyse, sundrie of the 
nobilitie, and I subscryed also a bond with the eirle Both- 
well, that if any sould lay the king's murder to his charge, 
we sould assyst him in the constrairie, and therefter I sub- 
scryed to the queines marriage with the cirle Bothwell, as 
sundrie uthcrs of the nobilitie did, being charged thereto 
by the queines wryt and command. Then being inquyred 
in name of the living God, that sieing this murther of the 
king's Was ane of the most filthy acts that ever was done 
in Scotland, and the secreits thereof hes not yet been de- 
clared, who was the chief deid doers, or whether he was 
wirried or blown in the air, and therefore to declaire if he 
knew any farther secret thereunto 5 he answered, as I sail 
answer to God, I know no more secret in that matter then 
I have already told and heard be the deposition of such as 
hes already suflPered for it, quhilk depositions are yet ex- 
tant. Being inquyred if he knew any presentlie to be 
about the king, who was doers of that work, by whose con- 
panie the king or common weill might be hurt, he answer- 
ed, I know hone, and will acuse none. Last of all, it was 
said to him concerning this purpose, that in respect of his 
own deposition, his part wald be suspected to be more foull 
nor he declared, he speired for what reason. It was an- , 
swered, ye being in authoritie, howbeit ye punisht uthers 
for the murther, yet ye punisht not Mr. Archbald, whom 
ke knew to be guilty thereof 5 he answered, I punisht him 
not indcid, neither durst I, for the causes before showen. . 
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(As the remaining articles of this long confession- relate 
to transaction^ during his regency and afterwards, we pro- 
ceed to the conclusion.) 

Thereafter he was called to dinner at two after noune, 
and being at dinner, sieing the brethrein of the ministrie 
were informed that there was wrong report made of his 
*confessioune to the king, and that he sould have confessed 
meikle utber wayes then he did, whereby the king might 
have had ane war opinion of him, they thought gude to 
send down some before his suffering, to inform the king's 
majestie -of the facts of his confessioune, as namely, David * 
Fergussone, John Durrie, and John Brand, who, before 
his death, at length told the simple truth of his tonfes- 
sioune to the king's majestic. At their returning againe 
from the Abbey, his keiper requyred him that he sould 
.'cum forth to the scaffald, he answered, sieing they have 
troubled me this d^y oyer meikle witli warldly things, I 
supposed they sould haye given me ^s one nyght leasor 
to have adyysed rypely with my God. His keiper said all 
things are readye now, my lord, and I think they will not 
§tay : he answejred, and I am readie also, I pj-ayse my God ; 
and so, pne comfprtabje praye?" bqing made, he passed down 
to the gate, mynding to goe directly to the^ scaffold ; but 
the eirle of Arrane stayed him, and brought him back 
againe to his chalmer, and requyred of him that he sould 
tarric till his confessioune \yere put in wryt, and subscryed 
with his hand and the ministers that were present. He 
answered, no, my lord, I pray you trouble me no more 
^with these things, for I have now another thing to advyse 
on, that is, to prepair me for my God, sieing that I am now 
at a poynt to gq to death, I canndt wryt in the estate 
wherein now I am All the honest men can testifie what I 
have spoken in the matter j with quhilk answer the eirle of 
Arran being satisfied, he said unto him, now my lord, ye ' 

Y4 
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will be reconciled witK me, for I have done nothing upon 
any particular against you. He answered, it is not tymo 
now to remember on querels, I have no querel.to you no^ 
any man ; I forgive you and all uthers, as I will aU to for- 
give me ; and so therefter with a gude curage he past tq 
the scaBTaldj and being upon the scafiald, he repeits inCsw 
words the substance of these things, the quhilk befc^e 
he had confessed, except that he conceded Mr* Archba]4 
t)oaglas his name,and eiked some word and exhortatioon to 
the people, quhilk he spake not before, as namely, he said^ 
Sure I am the king sail lose a gude servant this day, and so 
lie exhorted the people, saying, I testify before God, I have 
ttrofessed the evangell, quhilk this day is teachbl and pr<h 
fessed in Scotland, and SQ ^IsP now I will willinglie lay 
down my lyfe in the proifessioup thqreof ; and howbdt, I 
have not walked therein as I aught, yet I an) assured Go4 
Vill be merciful to me ; and I pray you all, gude chris^ 
tians, to pray for me ; and I charge you all, in the name 
of God, that are professors of the evangell, that ye tont 
tinue in the ttue professioun thereof, and maintain it to 
your power, as I sould ^aye done, God willing, with my 
lyfe, lands, and all, gif I had had dayes, quhilk if ye doe, 
I assure you God sail he merciful to you ; but if ye do not, 
be sure the vengeance of God sail light upon you both in 
bodie and soul. As cQnccrning all the rest of the thing? 
quhilk he spake comfortably upon the scaffald, ^e spake 
them more amply before, and thqrefoire we think it not 
neidful to repeit. 

When all his speeches were ended upon the scaffold, a 
comfortable prayer was made by Mr. James Lawson, dur? 
ing the time of quhilk prayer, the eirle lay groye^ing upo^ 
Jiis face, before the place of execution, his bodie making 
great rebounding with sighs and sobes, quhilk was evident 
signs of tt^e inyrard and mighty working of the sprcit of 
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Godj as they who were present and knew what It was to 
be earnestly moved in prayer, might eysily persavc. The 
prayer bdng ended, and efter that $undrie ^lame unto him 
%o be reconciled with him before his death) quhilk he most 
lovingly did receive, and efter that he had taken us all b j 
the hand) that were about him, and bidden us farewell ix; 
the Lord, he passed both constantlie^ patientlte, and 
jliiinablie, without feir of deith to the place of execution, and 
laid his craig under the axe, his hand being unbound, and 
thairefter Mr. Walter putting him always in mind of - 
Christ: and crying in his eirs tbir words following, untill 
has head was strucken off. Lord Jesus receive my soul iii 
thy hands. Lord) Ui thy hands I commit my spreit, quhiUc 
words he was speaking till the axe fell on his neck, and sq 
^iihatsqever he had been before, he constantlie died the 
irews&y^mt of God > ^d howbeit by his unfriends aUedg^ 
"fid^that^ he lived prQudlie, so he died proudlie, the cha- 
dtaUe servants of Qod could po^ceive nothing in him btit 
«U loind of )iumUity in his death, in so meikle that we are 
assured that his 3oul is received in the glorie of heaven^ to 
Jtfae j^uhilk the Lc»*d bring us alL Jimen. 



Morton's confession undoubtedly must have beep fidtb- 
iuUy reported by the plergy, as the substance was conmiun 
nicated to James and tp Arran, and repeated on the scaffold^ 
}n the presence of bis enemies, befpre his execution. It h 
confirmed by Archibald Douglas's letter to Mary, whid^ 
we reprint from Robertson's History, to complete the evi^ 
dence j but Morton's silence concerning Lethington may 
yequire some explanation. In a memorandum to Morton 
on his appointment to the regency, Lethington remon- 
strates against his own forfaulture^ ** for a crime whereoflP 
he, (Morton,) knowcth in his conscience I was as innocen|. 
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as himself j" to which Morton made this remarkable reply: 
** That I know him innocent in my conscience as myself, 
the contrary thereof is true, for I' was, and am innocent 
thereof, but could not affirm the same of him, considering 
what I understand in that matter, of his own confession to' 
myself of before." Calderwood, ii. 274-6. MS. That 
Lethington was as innocent as Morton, plainly implies that 
Morton was equally guilty with Lethington, who, instead 
of asserting his own innocence, merely insinuates, that the 
other was equally privy to the murder. But Morton, distin- 
, , guishjng between the foreknowledge and the participation of 
the crime, openly asserts his own innocence, and Lething- 
ton's concern in the murder, which he understood from 
his own confession of before *j and in these passages each 
alludes indisputably to the conference at Whittingham be^- 
fore the murder. Secret overtures, however tmsuccessful, 
are seldom or never betrayed by politicians j and Morton 
refused at his execution to accuse any of the king's . atten- 
dants whom he was then unwilling to offends Lething^ 
ton's brother, John Prior of Coldingham, afterwards chan- 
cellor, sat as one of the assessors to the justice depute upon 
Morton's trial, (Anderson's MSS.) and from the confession 
of Binning, (who was tried and executed the very next day 
after Morton) it appears that he was privy, if not accessary 
, to the murder. But Morton, from the same motive per- 
haps, that induced him to suppress Archibald Douglas^ 
name on the scatFold, concealed Lethington's share in the 
conference at Whittinghaih, out of tenderness both to the 
living and tlie dead. 
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A Letter from Mr. Archibald Douglas to the Queen 
ofScotts. Robertson's Hist* 

Please your inj)jesty, I received your letter of the date April — - 
the 1 2th of November, and in like manner has seen somejjy/j^ 9 
part of the contents of one other of the same date, directed ^^^ ^''^^' 
to Monsieur de Movisir, ambassador for his majesty the 
most christian king, both which are agreeable to your 
princely dignity, as by the one your highness desires to 
know the true cause of my banishment, and offers unto mc 
all favour if I shall be innocent of the heinous facts com- 
mitted in the person of your husband of good memory, so . 
by the other the • said ambassador is willet to declare unto 
me, if your husband's murder could be laid justly against 
me, that you could not soUIcit in my cause, neither yet for 
any person that was participant of that execrable fact, but 
would seek the revenge thereof, when you should have any 
means to do it; your majesty's offer, ,if I be innocent of 
that crime, is most favourable, and your desire to know 
the truth of the same is most equitable 5 and therefore 
that I sliouldwith all my simplicity, sincerity and truth an- 
swer thereunto is most reasonable, to the end that your 
princely dignity may be my help, if my innocence shall 
sufficiently appear, and procure my condemnation, if I be 
culpable in any matter, except in the knowledge of the evil 
disposed minds of the most part of your nobility against 
your said husband, and not revealing^ of it, which I am 
assured was sufficiently known to himself and to all that 
had judgment never so little in that realm -, which also I 
was constrained to understand, as he, that was specially 
employed betwixt the earl Morton, and a good number of 
your nobility, that they might with all humility intercede 
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at your majesty's hand for his relief, in such matters as arc ' 
more specially contained in the declaration following, 
which I am constrained for my own justificatbn, by this 
letter to call to your majesty's remembrance. Notwith- 
standing that I am assured to my griefj the reading thereof 
will not smally offend your princely mind. It may please 
your majesty to remember, that in the year of God 1566;^ 
the said eari of Morton, with divers other nobility and 
gent, were declared rebels to your majesty, and banished 
your realm for insolent murder committed in your majes- 
ty's own chamber, which they alledged was done by corn* 
mand of your husband, who notwithstanding affirmed that 
I lie was compelled by them to subscribe' the warrant given 

for that effect i howsoever the truth of that matter remaini 
tfnongst them, it appertains not to me at this time to be 
curious V true it is that I was one of that number, that 
heavily offended against your majesty, and passed in France 
the time of our banishment, at the desire of the rest, to 
humbly pray your brother the most christian king, to in- 
terceed that our offences might be pardoned, and your 
inajesty*s clemency extended towards us, albeit djvers of 
no small reputation, in that realm, was of the opinion, that 
the said fact merited neither to be requisite for, nor yet 
pardoned. Always such was the careful mind of his m^ 
jesty towards the quietness of that realm, that the dealing 
|n that cause was committed to Monsieur de Movisiri who 
was directed at that time to go into Scotland, to congra- 
tulate the happy birth of your son, whom Almighty God 
of his goodness may long preserve in happy estate and per- 
petual felicity ; the careful travel of the said de Movisir 
was so effectual} and your majesty's mind so inclined to 
mercy, that within short space thereafter, I was permitted 
to repair in Scotland, to deal with caris Murray, Athol, 
SckIvcI, Arguile, and secretary Ledington, in the name 
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ini behalf of the said earl Morton^ lords Reren, Linsay, 
and remanent complesis, that they might make offer iil 
the names of the said carl, of any matter that might satisfy 
your majesty'? wrath, and procure your clemency to be 
extended in their favours ; at my coming to them, after I 
had opened the effect of my message, they declared thai 
the marriage betwix you ahd your husband had been the 
occasion already of great evil in that realm, and if your 
husband should be suffered to follow the appetite and mind 
of such as was about him, that kind of dealing might pro- 
duce with time worse effects ; for helping of such incon« 
vcnience that might fall out by that kind of dealing ; they 
had thought it convenient to join themselves in league and 
band with some other noblemen, resolved to obey your, 
majesty as their natural sovereign, and have nothing to da 
with your husband's command whatsoever, if the said earl 
would for himself enter into that band and confederacy 
with them, they could be content to humbly request and 
travel by all means with your majesty for his pardon, but 
before they could any farther proceed, they desireS to know 
the said earl's mind herein 5 when I had answered, that 
he nor his friends, at my departure, could not know that 
any such like matter would be propOnit, and therefore was 
not instructed what to answer therein, they desired that 1 
should return sufficiently instructed in this matter to Ster- 
ling, before the baptism of your son, whom God might 
^preserve ; this message Wa^ faithfully delivered by me at 
/Newcastle In England, ^here'the said earl then remained, 
in presence of his friends ani company, where they all 
condescended to have no farther dealing with your hus- 
band, and to enter into the said band. With this delibe- 
xarion I returned to Sterling, where at the request of the 
Tnost christian king and the queen's majesty of England 
by their am b assadors present^ your majesty's gracious par- 
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don was granted unto them all) tinder condition always that 
they should remain banished forth of the realm^ the space 
of two years, ^nd farther during your majesty's pleasure, 
which limitation was after mitigated at the humble request 
of your own nobility, so that immediately after the said 
carl of Morton repaired into Scotland to Quhittingaime, 
where the earl Bodvell and secretary Ledington come to 
him; what speech passed there amongst them^ as God 
shall be my judge, I knew nothing at that time, but at 
their departure I was requested hy the said earl Morton to 
accompany the earl Bodvell and secretary to Edenburgh,. 
.and to return with such answer as they should obtain of 
your majesty, wliidi being given to me by the said person^ 
as God shall be my judge, was no other than these words, 
** Schaw to the earl Morton that the queen will hear no 
speech of that matter appointed unto him;" when I crafit 
that the apswer might be made more sensible, secretary 
Ledington said, that the earl wpuld sufficiently understand 
it, albeit, few or none at that time understand what passed 
amongst them. It is known to all men, als VeiU be railling 
letters past betwixt the said earl and Lidington when they 
become in divers factions, as also ane buck sett furth by the 
ministers, wherein they affirm that the earl of Morton hjis 
confessed to them, before his death, that the earl Bodvell 
come to Quhittingaime to propon the calling away off the 
king your husband, to the which proposition the said earl 
of Morton affirms that he could give no answer unto such 
time he might know your majesty's mind therein, which, 
he never received. As to the abominable miu-der, it .is 
known too by the depositions of many persons that were 
executed to the death for the committing thereof, that ' 
the same was executed by them, and at the command of 
such of the nobility, as had subscrivit band for that effect : 
by this unpleasant declaration, the most part thereof knowa 
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to y6iirself, and the retnainder may be understood by the 
aforesaid witnesses that was examined in torture, and that 
are extant in the custody of the ordinary judges in Scot- 
land, my innocency so far as may concern any fact does 
appear sufficiently to your majesty. And as for my deal-f 
ing aforasaid, I can be no otherwise charged therein, but as 
what would accuse the vessel that preserves the. vine.firQm 
harm, for the intemperancy of such as immoderately u%c 
the same. As for the special cause of my bariishmefat, I 
think the same has proceeded uporf anc opinion conceived^ 
that I was able to accuse the; earl of Morton of so much 
matter as they alledge himself to have confessed before he 
died, and would not be induced, for loss of reputation, to 
perform any part thereof. If this be the occasiofa of my 
trouble, as I suppose it is, what punishment I should de*- 
serve, I r^mit me to your majesty's better judgment, whe 
well knows how careful ever ilk gentleman should be of 
his fame, reputation, and honour, and how far ever ilk m^fi 
should abhor the name of a pultroiin, and hctw inAtcmt, it 
'Would have been to me to accuse the earl of Mortph, being 
so near of his kin, notwithstanding all the injuries I was 
constrained to receive at his hand all the time of his go- 
vernment> and for no other cause, but for shewing of par- 
ticular friendship to particular friends in the time of the 
last cruel troubles in Scotland. Sorry I be now to accuse 
him in any matter being dead, and more sorry that being 
on lyff, be such kind of dealing obts|ined that n^^e of 
• Ingrate. Always for my own part I have been banished 
my native country those three years aiid fou;* monthl, liv- 
ing in anxiety of mind, my hoU guds in Scotland, which 
were not small, intermittit and disponit upon, and has con- 
tinually since the time I was relieved out of my last troubles 
at the desire of Monsieur de Movisir, attended to know 
your majesty's pleasure, and to await upon what service it 
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iiunilcl plexst your majesty far to commailGl. I^pon ^ 

8ch of April inst/ your good friend secretary Walsinghame 

has dedared unto nie> that her highness thought it expe-* 

dient that I should retire myself where. I pleased^ I declared 

onto him I had no means whereby I tnight perform that 

desire, until such time as I should receive it fron> your ma^ 

jesty. Neither knew I where it would please your high** 

Wssto direct me> until suth time as I should have received 

furtherinformation from you. Upon this ocGa$u>n> and 

partij by permission, I have taken the hardress to write 

this present letter, whereby your majesty may understand 

any part of my troubles past, and strait present. As to my 

intention future, I will never deny that I am fiiUy resolved 

to spend the rest of my days in your majesty's service, and 

the king your son's, wheresoever I shall be directed by your 

Inajesty, and for the better performing thereof, if so shaU 

be her majesty's pleasure, to recommend the tryal of my 

innocency, and examination of the verity of the preceding 

narration, to the king your son, with request that I may 

be pardoned for such ofiences as concerned your majcstft 

service^ and var common -to all men the time of his les aige 

and perdonit to all, except to me, I should be' the bearer 

thereof myself, and be directed in whatsoever service it 

should please your majesty for to command. Most humble 

1 beseech your majesty to consider hereof, and to be sa 

gracidus as to give Or4a;^ that I may have means to serve 

your majesty according to the sincerity of my meaniag, and 

ifO expecting your majesty'^ answer, after the Icissing yeur 

band with aU humiUty, t take leave from LondcMi* 
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I AM satisfied myself that Huntley and Archibald Dou-^ 
glas were both presehty but not at the, explosion. Binningy 
Douglas's servantj was tried and executed the day after^ 
Morton's execution, and according to an imperfect abstract; 
of his deposition, he declared '< that his master passed to^ 
the deid doing, the said Binning and Gairner his servant, 
being with him in compafay," (Amot's Crim. Trials, 16*) 
" and tint ane of his mules in talking i and efter his in- 
cuming that night changit his claidds quhilkis war full of 
day and foulness, and he beand send to Throplowis wynde 
fit, the said John met certaine mussilit men, quhom he knew 
not, but as he supponit he thocht he knew the voice of Mr., 
James Balfouris brother, proveist of the Chairterhouse* 
In the meantyme came in Mr. John Maitland, abot of 
Goldinghame, and putting his tow handis on his awa 
mouth, maid to him an signe to keip quiet the rest of hia 
mynd/' Anderson's MSS. When Binning's evidence was 
{produced ag^uost Archibald Douglas on his collusive trial, 
he objected to its inconsistencies ; that, in one part, after 
jsupping in his chamber, he went out at the back door with 
his two servants, to the deid doing : in another part of the 
same deposition. Binning had gone to bed, in his own 
house, when the explosion took place, and returning 00 
the noise, found his master reading in bed ^ that he fol- 
lowed him next day to the court, in vacation, when the ses- 
ision was not sitting, and when Douglas was not then pro- 
moted to the bench} and that the road from the chamber to 
the Kirk of Field, was by no means fit for a man armed in 
his secret and steel bonnet^ ** to pass with velvet mules to 

voj-. ir. ? 
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sic a deid/' But the contradictions, of which Donglat 
availed himself, confirm the fact. After supper, at six in 
the evening, he passed with two servants, according to 
agreement, in his secret armour to meet SotliWell in the 
(!;!owgate, and was one of the three whom Powrie, on the 
last carriage of the powder to the Black Friars gate, de- 
scribes, fai his second examination, as attending Bothwell 
with cloaks about their faces and mules upon their feet. 
Hay of Talla walked with Bothwell up and down the 
Cowgate, while the powder was bringing, but that part 
6t his evidence in which he blotted Huntley, was sup* 
press^ in his deposition ; and as Argyle and Huntley had 
passed with the queen to the king's chamber, it is most 
likely that one or other returned to Bothwell in the Cow- 
gate before the powder arrived. On Dougla^^s return hopa«, 
when Binning was sent to (a house in) Thropstows Winde- 
foot, he met certai&e mussilit men, or others <tf the conspi^ 
rators whom BothweU had dimissed, one of whom he per- 
ceived to be Sir James Balfour's brother, sent to the deid 
doing, and the abbot of Cdldingham (Lethington's brother 
.sent on the same purpose) coming in, gave him a sign 
to be silent; evidently before the explosion took place. 
Dougla? afterwards retired to bed, fJfee brmiston, that no 
man might say he was at the deid doing ; and his servant 
returning upon the report of the powder, found him reading 
in bed, and followed him next day to the Tolbooth, not to 
the court of session, but to the justice geno-afs inquisition 
into the murder. The velvet mules were high soled or 
embroidered slippers> worn by men and women : 

Thair (the mens) dry scarpenis bayth trymc and mcit, 
Thair mullu glitteran on thair feet. 

Pinkerton's Anc- Scot- Poems, ii. 184*. 
Thair (the women?) schone of velvet .and thair mulHu 



Tii^ dry scarpenis (escarping, thin jpumps) indicate that 
mules were worn like clogs» aboTe the shoe^ (see Vigneul- 
Marville's Melanges d'Histoire, &c.i» 205.) and the embroid^ 
ered mules worn by courtiers, which» with their cIoaks> dis^ 
tinguished Huntley, Argyle, and Dougliu from peasants^ 
were easily discerned by Fowrie^ from the reflexion of the 
lighted candle within the gate. I conclude therefore that 
Huntley find Douglas were present, when tlie powder was 
brought to the Blackfriars gate } and, as the latter inform- 
ed Morton that he came with Huntley and Bothwell to 
the Kirk of Field yard, that he was dismissed there^ on 
their return to the ^ueen, as Huntley was afterwards di$* 
missed by Bothwell at midnight, on his return from the 
palace. JParis^s Second Confession* As the powder was 
then introduced^ Douglas Uifoihaied Morton that he was 
present, not imagining that Bothwell attended fiirther to 
the deid doing \ but Morton naturall^imaginedi that he 
returned with Huntlejt and BpthweU from the abbey, be* 
fore the explosion topk place* 
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TO THE DISSERTATION. 



N.B. Tie Roman Ntmurah refer to the Volume^ and the Figures" 
to the Page. 

A 

Andrews^ Hamilton, archbishop of St. Andrews, his con* 
sistorial jurisdiction suppressed at the reformatidn, i. 23. n. 
ii. 74?, But restored by the queen, id. Y5. For the express 
purpose of Bothwell's divorce from his wife, i. 43. 83. ii. 78.^ 
Hamilton present at court on the murder of Damley, i. 3^. 
note ii. 95. Signs the bond of the nobility to Bothwell,i. 75. 

. Present at the queen's marriage with Bothwell, 88. And ad- 
mitted to the privy council, 95. n. Retires on the approach 
of the confederate lords into Edinburgh castle, from whence 
. he escapes, 99* Privy to the murder of Damley, ii. 2\ . 

Argykf earl of, i. 6. 19. n. Signs the bond for the murder of 
Dgmley, 21. Present at court when Damley was mur* 
dered, 39^ Accessary to Bothwell's acquittal, 68. Signs 
the bond of the nobility to Bothwell, 75. Engages in the 
confederacy at Stirling, 96. Deiserts and betrays the de- 
sign to the queen, i. 97. Submits to the regent, i. 128. 

Arundelf earl of, i. 172. A commissioner at Westminstert 
154. Attesu the authefnticity of the letters to Bothwell, 
/ 170 Convinced of Mary's guilt, i. 174. 

Juldbanutocisf Hepburn, parson of, i. 99. n» 113. n. 

■ B V ^ . 

JJalfour, Sir James, clerk register, i. 73. n. Commands the 
castle of Edinburgh under Bothwpll, 84. Accessary to 
the murder of Damley, 113. And to the seizure of the 
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letters* U, Devised the bond for the morder of Damlef , 
ii«28. Pxpseryed by Morton, ii. Prepares the Kirk of Field 
for the reception of Damle]jS 6t- Accused and arrested, ib^ 
On his return from Franpe» effects the accusation and con« 
demnsition of Morton, 54r. His ktter to Mary, S14<. 

Balfour, Rdbert, owner of the house in which Damley was 
blown up» i. S. 

f ■- , John, Sir James's brother, refuses to admit Sotht7<>ll 
into ^e cattle of Kirkwall, ii. 4S* 

palneineif ^ lordpf session, not an assessor at Bothwell's trial, 
i. 61. A commissioner at York, 147* 

fitdfordi Qjurl ofi attends the bd^tbin at Stirling as Qx^ahethV 
an^a^sador, i. %^,, Attests tfaf autfaentijcity of iim letters 
to BotbweU, 176. - 

Betiaukn, Sir John^ jasUoe derk, pitisoDt at die bnrial of 
Parsley, k 48. a. Dep<{si|ioi|a of ^ amrdeienf attested 
by bis si^atore, ii. 10. , 

Saott, archbishop of Glasgow^ ambassador at Paii^ i. iSr 
Exhorts Maiy to pwish the ttmrderers of faer hu^>andy 
62, His letter to dve cardinal of Lorraiii, ii. ^.. 

j;--^! Archibald, usher of the qsitoa*scfa9niber,i.M. Obtahi 
tb^vkaragf of Dunjiopthe day fae^^ the murder of Dam^ 
ley, ^. Th^ bearer of tl>e secood letter froni Glasgow, 
225, 

•r— ^-^ John, ^ arc^blsl^op's brewer, his letter, ii. lOG. 

jBlaciwoojdf Ad^m^ h\& fictio^s,J. 29^ fl. 41. n* 5l» th 67« 90, 
160. His account of the conferentfes, 223* Aecoses 
Balfour c£ forging the )etterj^ 225[. A icoQnseUor and 
professor at Poicti^r^, 255v 

JSothiveiiy James, earl (^, his offices, and the tnfluetiee which 
)ie obt^in^ over the queen, j. IS. Wounded in liddes* 
dale, 14. Procures the recall of the banished lords, 23, 
His supposed joumey to I4ddesdale explained^ 27. In- 
terview with Morton a.t Whitingham, 28. 308- Provide^ 
.die -house for thereceptictoof Ijarnley, ii. 31. Whom he 
.^iirderfi hj blowing up ih^ house, 35. His step? in tjb.e 
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: miixder mmmely tracedf IL 8. UmrersaUy smpccted of 
the murder) i.4^. Accused in public pbcards^iO. Accused 
bj Leimox, 53. 5^ Obtains from the queen the sup^ri« 
ority of Leitb and the castle pi Edinburghi 4t%' 5^. Per* 
mitted to ^direct his own trials 65* Acquiued hj the 
queen's fiiendsy 71 i Offers to assert hb innocence by single 
conabaty 72. Pistiisgiiished at the parliament by tibe 
^een's faVour^and by his influence oyer her, ib» 73. Pro- 
cures a bond from the nobility and bishops, 75. Intercepts 
the queen on her return from Stirling, and carries her to 
Punbar, 80. His collusive divbrce from his wife, 82. 
Returns with the queen to Edinburgh, 84. Pardoned and 

. created duke of Orkney^ $7* His marriage with the 
^een^ 90* Surprised at Borthwick<ast]e, but escapes to 
JOunbar, 97- Advances with the queen to Cgrberry hill^9§. 
His Sk^% to CunbaTf ib4 Returns to the North, 105. n. 
Refused admittance into die castle of Kirkwall, ii. 4^« 
Turns pirate and is seized on the eoaat of Norway, i^. His 
supposed testament or confessions fprgery, 50, 311. Di^ 
mad, 51.311. 

SothweBy lady Jane Gordon, countess of Bothwell, i. ^i ^ 
Grants a procjuratory to Huntley to sue for a divorce, 99. ^ 

fiet divoree from Bothwell, 82< Compulsive on her part, 
93. A woman of some learning, 346r a* Her subsequent 
marriage9,^e^ and death, tf. . , - . . 

t^^^^f AdsuoBLf bishop of Orkney;, officiates at the qn$je3[i's mav^ 
riage with 6othwell, L 90. A cpmrnissigner at the -con- 
ferences in England, 147, l^^kes op^ of BothwelJ's ship^ 
in Shetland, ii. 25. 

fiojdy lord, one of BothwelPs jury, i. 6S» Signs -die bond of 
the nobility to Bothwell^ 76. Betrays Ae confederacx.at 
Stirling to the queen, 97. A icommisaioner.at the.confe* 
rence^in England, 147. 152. , 

Bucbanatif George, his authority (n^onfirmed by subsequent 
discoveries, i. 48. 99. 396.. n. An assistant to Murray at 
the conferien^ces in lEngland, 147* 150. His Detectio Ma- ., 
Z4 
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* YwB produced at Westminster, 161. 241. Not condemned 
•• fn the Scottish parliament, 234. n. His death-bed repent- 
•' ance a fiction, 235. Refuses to retract or to cancfel any 

* part of his history on his death-bed, 236. n. 237. ii. 187- 
' His Latin Detection when published,i. 2452; The Actio and 

Latin translation of the letters not his, 244. The English 
Detection not translated by him, but by some Englishman 

* in imitation of Scotch, 252. The French translation not 
his, 255. 



Camden,!. '22. His assertion that Morton conducted Bo&- 
' well's cause refuted, 68. His assertion concerning the 

• protestation sent to Argyle and Huntley ascribed to Cot- 

• ton, 182, n. That Lethington had often forged the queen's 

• hand examined, 225. And traced to its source, 228. His 
' annals interpolated by James, and transmitted to Thuanus, 

• 233. 24)6. His authorities challenged, and inspection of 
them demanded, by Lethington's son, 239. 

Gi2r<dotf^, Margaret, the queen's confidante, 'obtain* a pen- 
•'^011,1.34?. Hfer marriage with Bastian, S5. Letter coH- 
^'certiing her dejpartureind marriage, 30S. ii. W3. Privy to 

• the murder, 1.305.'''" ''' ' ' 
C^saubouy his correspondence with Thuaims, i. 228, &c. 
CeeiU Sir William, his ddlberations concerning Mary, i. IStJ." 

• His conviction of lier guilt, 175, n. 
t^ialmerst of Ormond, I. 95. ii. 6. n. * 
C0»/^«ii^« atCraigmillar, i. 19. 

, at York, I. 147^ 

' ^''' ' ■ , at Westminster, i. 152. 

' ' • ' ' '' , sequel of the conferences, i. 176. 

Confissionst abstract of, annexed to Buchanan's Detection, ii.L 

Distinct from the judicial depositioi>s of the murderers, 2. 

And delivered before their executib?! to the clergy und 

others, 3, 
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CorfesiioiUf those quoted by Lesly, a fiction, ii. 24. 
■»' - f Ormiston's confession, ii. 2S- / 
— f Paris's confession or first declaration, ii.6.Sl. Endea- 

Tours to conceal the queen's guilt, 33. His examination, 

or second declaration, 36. Explains the queen's share in 
. the, murder, 35. Objections to it frivolous, 39. 
''r " •' 9 Bothwell's confession or testament a forgery, ii. 50. 

311. 

' ' ■ ', Morton's confession, ii. 60. 323. 
4JmUracts of marriage between the queen and Boihwell, i. 361; 
« Short contract in French. in the Cotton Library, ii. 234. 

A copy, not a forgery,!. 363. . Second contract written 

by Huntley, 367. ii. 235. Third contract, i. 369. ii. 238. 
Cofi/^tfryi, Skirling of. See ^i/ri!f»^. . 
Cotttij Sir Robert, i. 228. &:c.. 

Cr^, a minister, forced to publish the bans between Marf 
^ and Bothwell, 1.66. .... 

■■» Sir Thomas, sat as justice depute on the trial of the 

murderers, ii. 5. 
Crawfordy of Drumsoy, his memoirs a forgery, i. 15. n* 224. 

ii. 30. The original MS. discovered, 16. Its silence con* 

ceming the letters, 118. n. 225. 
CrdCfLef the French ambassador, 1. 12. Observes the queen's 
( ayeiisiou to JDarnley^ 16. 21^ n. ii. 43. 
Gwrnnghamy a young man employed by Lennox to protest 
. againit the acquittal of Botfawell, i. 71* 



IMgldsbf Bothwell's diambeilain, seized iinth xht box and 
letters, 1. 111. When,.213.ii. 7» His deposition, 243;. Hit 
confession^ 6. 264. 

DamJeyf Henry lord, his character, and marriage with the 
queen, i. 5. His supposed* design against Murray's life, ^ 
ih. 7* Engaged in the murder of Rizio, 9. Queen's aver- 
sion to himi 11. Contemned and neglected, ib* Visits the 
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queen at Jtfdburgh, 18. Excluded from tbe bitpcism, and 
universally shunned, 22« Returns to his fkther's at Ghta* 
, gow, 24. ' Seized with the small-pox, and supposed to be 
, poisoned, i^* Brought fay the queen td the Kirk of Field, 
519* Informed by lord Robert Stewart of his danger, S4, 
The house in which he slept blown np by Bothwell, 35. 
His body brought to the abbey chapel atkl secretly inters 
red, 47* Buried beside Rizio, 48. n. 
Depmttont. and judicial declarations of the tourderevs whes- 
made, ii« 7* Depositions of Powrie, Dalglsish^ Hay^ and 
HepS^um, 8. 243, &c« Their .account of die murder, 8# 
g Theijr depositions authentic, 10.. Cosfinned by other tir* 
ctimstances,]9* 
Douglas^ Archibald, i. 23. ii. 17. J5. His letter to Mary, dSI. 
His share in the murder, 337* 
. Jhrlmntf Damley's portef,' accus^ of flkserthtg and bttiay¥ 
ing his master, i. 33. Rewarded by the qteen^wi^ a {4ace 
' |n4 •ptosion, 48* ^ 



E 



Jglka^f 4ueen of Eiiglahd, exhorts ISaiy to delay fio&lKFefiV. 
trial, and not to connive at hk esdape, K 65. Refiises to 
iwimit Mary to her pnscnce till purged of the slaader 
against her, 1 30. Offersi to restore her. if imiocent, 133, %c, 
Appoints a conference at York, 147* Transfers it tQ 
Westminster, 153. Her answer to Mary's coimnissionerst 
158, Her definitire answer, 176. Writes to Mary on her 
Tsfnsal io answer to the charge, 1^. Answers ber Abu 
mand of copies of the letters, 18d. And reqiures ^ik oMfy 
gation to answer directly to the cl^arge, 19$. 
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04^iiin, (^ L<5 Ainvar^ one of Bothwell*^ jtfty, 1. 69. A com. 

intelJdiMif for M*ry^ ^ the «mferencre at York, 147. 
0p^g^lUtk$lif of, a crwfedbrate against Bothwell, i. 96. 

ExpostuUtes with the queen, 102. n. Present when her 

letter? were produced in the privy council, 127. Takes one 

of BothweU's sUps in Shetland, ti. 35. i». 



H 

ffin^lm^ C^ttt, ahbdt of 'SSMntittvg^ I. 87* A comffits^ 

stimer at the conferences in EnglankI, 147. ii^» 
flay^ pf Talla» one of the mi^rderers, u 121. ii. 9. His judi* 

cial decUration, 252^ His Confession before his execu* 

tioiv264. 
^{pfai^, of Bolton, on^ of the murderers, ii. 9. Taken in 

onMTof IkiiMAh sMpif, §rf. His judicial deposition, 250. 

ttfr eqnfersfOtt fecfore his ex^xjutlofl, 265, 
fierna^ leJrd, one df BotivelKs jniy, i. 63, Gained by to^ 

WeH> 74. And pfiesent at die marriage, 86. A comTftist' 

rfon^ for tibe' (j^Utten at York, 147. At Westminster, 152. 

His l^r^ngne on the accusation against the queen, 155. 

fife Ptimet t» lofdf tiiildsay*s challenge, 176. Confronted 

trirfi Mcftwty, Motton, and Letbington, but refuses to ao- 

ctisi^ theni, JS5* 

ffMhf, «Ar!*6f, his sister mirtied to Bothwell, i. IS. Him- 
self appofflted chaiiceflor, jB. Present at court on the mur- 
det of pafftlef, $9, Suspected of the murder, 49. Pre- 
ielit at the pTiVf coWricfl for appointing Bothwell's trial, 58. 
Fratmes % cc)»fttract of marriage between Maty and Both- 
,tW*R, if. Asa pfpcdtcs hi^ sister's pj;ocuratory to sue 
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a divorcey L 59* His attainder reversed in parliament^ 75. 
Procures the bond of the nobility for Bothwell, 75. Seized 
with the queen on her return from Stirling, 60. Present 
at the queen's marriage with Bothwell, 86. 88. His con- 
cern in the murder suppressed, 121. Reconciled to the 
regent, 1^. His hesitation at Stirling concerning the 
seizure of the queen, 311. S19. Obtain^ a bond from 
Murray, S67. n. ii. 99* 



Kirlaldf, Sec GroMge. ^ 

Kirk ofFuldf its situation, i. 30. n. Prebendaries chamber 

described, ii« 16* Blown up with gun-powder, i. S^. iL 16w 

A mine not necessary, «i« 



Lumox, earl of| solicits Mary to punish the murdeiers of lut 
son, i. 5S., Accuses Bothwdl of the murder, 58; AppKts 
to Elizabeth, and entreats Mary to defer the tnal% 64. Ap- 
pears at the conference at Westminster to solicit justice^ 
155. His private opmion, when regent, of the queen'e 
guilt, 176, 

LesJyt bishop of Ross, i. 60. Present at the privy council that 
directed Bothwell* s acquittal, 68. Signs the bond jbr his 
marriage with the queen, 75. Present at the queep's mar- 
riage with Bothwell, 86. 88. Supposed to haye devised 
the collusive seizure of her person, 90. n. Disapproves of 
the conference at York, 144. A commissioner at the con* 
ference, 147. His intrigues at Yprk to prevent Ae accusa- 
tion against the queen, 151. His objections to the accusal 
tion when produced at Westminster, 156. Protests against 
and dissolves, the conference, 159. 161« DecUoet i 
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Ing to tbe antfaettddty of the letters, 177* Confronted 
T«ridi Murray, Morton, and Lethington, 185. Whom 'he 
refuses to accuse, ib. His objections to the admissibility of 
the letters as evidence, 200. His Defence of Mary's Ho- 
nour, when published, 242. ^ Appeals to fictitious con&s* 
sions, ii. 29* ^ 

LetUnponf Maitland of, engaged in the murder ,of Rizio, i. 9. 
His account of the queen's sickness, and aversion to Darn- 
ky, 17. ii. 71. His share in the conference at Craigmillar, 
20. His marriage, 25. His message to Morton after the 
interview at Whittingham, 28. Present at the privy coun- 
cil that directed Bothwell's trial, 68. Seized with the 

. queen on her return from Stirling, 80. Confederates 
.against Bothwell, 96. His ezplanatioa of the con3federa<4 

. cy,100. Acces8aryt6th6murder, 28. 113. 135. Attached 
to the queen, 114. 119. Sends a copy of the letters to die 
queen, 145. His consultations with Lesly during the con- 
ference at York, 151. His supposed acknowledgement 
that he had frequently forged the queen's hand, 225.' A 
fiction, 237. His son's letter to Camden on the subject, 
289. n. Present at Bothwell's interview with Morton at 
Whittingham, 305. His concern in the murder attested 
by Ormiston, ii. 23. And Paris, 37* 55. Arrested by * 

Murray, but his trial presented, 37. 

Lii$ertf the casket of, from tbe queen to Bothwell, inter- 
cepted by Morton, 112. Why preserved by Bothwell, ib. 
When written, 27. 34. 79. Not immediately divulged,* 
114. But employed to extort a resignation of the crown, 
Uf». IIQ. Produced in the privy council, 123. And in par- 
liament, 128. Communicated to the English commis- 
sioners at York, 150. Produced at Westminster, 164. Ex- 
amined by the privy council, 169. Collated with the 
queen's former letters, and pronounced genuine, 170. 

.«-^ and sonnets translated into iJcotch, 139. 145.164. Eng- 
lish translation, 167^ Preliminary objections to tlieir au- 
tfaenti^ity^ 2tp. Removed, 218. The supposed forgery 
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can be died 6h ho bAc, 28t» FftifsWi tillhe l^ttwfe to dx6 
press* 241. Latin version of the dirte letters annexed to 
hnchuiMn'%JDiUctiot2^2. Not tnmslatedby Badian9Ui,ttS« 
But by Dr.WUsony 245. TpaniUted from tke Scotch copy 
left with Cecil,251. The Scotsh eppr ptibUsfaed in London, 
witl]iBuchanan*s Detectipn^and republished atSt. Andrews^ 
252. French translation piinted ai Rbehelle, 259. Profes- 
sedly from the Latin and Scoreht 260. Initial FtBnch sen- 
tences prefixed to the Scotch tctsulationsy a part of the 
original, 362. State o£ ijie argument concermag them, ih 

Lettm. First letter, i. 264. ii* 146. Initial French sencence 
examined, i. 265. Sequel of the letter, 272i Confixt&ed 
by ihe queen's letter to archbishop Beton, 9f6. Their ex« 

. act coincidence, 2S1« Precise date of the first letter, 2M. 

•#«**-**• Second letter, ii« 184. Initial French sentence ezamiu^ 
ed, i. 287« Remainder of the letter, 200L On what occa« 
sion written, 991. 

*--**. Third letter, ii. 187. Initial French eenteace exaniiaed» 
i. 291 • Its date and pwrport asccnahied, 294* 

-i*— . Fourth letter, ii* 19Sf Initial Frwich sentence examb* 
ed, i. SCO. Its date, d02^ Cbrondogicsd objections to 
the four letterspreceding the murder, 305. RemoTed,^S07» 

«— p-^« Fifth letter, ii. 195. Initial French asntence exami^edy 
i. 311. 

-*--—. Sixth letter, ii. 199L Jniti^ French senfimce examiaed^ 
i.313. 

,..,.^. Seyentb letter, Ii. 20I» Initial French wtteaoe Mainliu^ 
ed, i. 317. 

-—-. Eighdi letter, «• 208. Initial French eeotence exwnUi- 
ed, i. 22a Chronological objections to the four bst let- 
ters removed, 326. General obserrationii en Uie^ktfiers, 
i^. Tbeirdisappearaince explained* :^6. 

LinJt^^ lord,'of the Byres, not an assessor on Bothwdl'strial, 
i.68. A commissioner at the confer^ce^ in £ttgland, 147* 
Sends a cfaallenge.tP Henries, 176. 



TO THE DISSERTATION. SSt 



M 



Macigill, a lord of session^ not an assessor on BotfawelPs trial, 
i. $S. An asftisunt to 'Murray at the oonCercnces in Eng- 
land, 147. 

MlaidanJ. See L^bington. 

Jifofy, qneen of Scdts, her early education» i. 4. Her mar- 
riage with Dartdey, 5. Her vigoor in preventing an in- 
surrection on her marriage, 8. Her behaviour on the 
murder of Hizio, 10. Expels the murderers from Scot- 
landi sB, Her aversion to jD^amley, on account of the mur« 
der, 11. And affection for Bothwell, 13. "When first be- 
trayed into his arms, 14. Her anxiety for bis safety when 
he was wounded in Liddesdale, 15. Her journey and sick- 
ness on that occasion, 16, 17* Returns with Bothwell to. 
Craigmillar, l£f. Her profound melancholy; and share in 
the conference at Craigmillar, 20. Her behaviour to her 
husband during the baptism at Stirling, ^ Grants a 
pardon to the murderers of Rizio, 23. And revives the 
consistorial jurisdiption of the primate, i^. Her letter to 
archbishop Beto^, 25. Her journey to Glasgow, 26- l.e- 
ceives French Paris as her chamberlain, ib. Persu^^des her 
husband to return, sh. Bring^s him to the KixJs: of Field, 29. 
Sleeps two nights in the house, 32. Her pensions to the 
servants ^necessarily privy to the murder^ SB. 49. SO. Con- 
fronts lord Robert, her natural brother, with her husband, 
S4. The murderers introduced by Paris into iier chamber, 
where the gun-powder is placed, 35. Conchisions con- 
cerning her guilt, 41. Suspended, 44. Her behaviour 
after the murder, 4«6. Retires with Bothwell to Seton, 50* 
Endeavours tp deter Lennox from accusing Bothwell, S5* 
Piepipit^tes bis trisil> 58. Exhorted by archbishop Beton to 
puni^ the murderers, 62. And by Elizabeth and Lennox 
ta dtfer the tiial, and not to connive at their escape, €S. 
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Grants a collusive trial, i. 64« Accessary to the acquittal of 
Bothwell, whom she distinguishes by new honours, 72. Her 
answer to Elizabeth, 76. Nbt ignorant of the bond of the 
nobility to Bothwell, 78. Seized and carried by Both- 
well to Dunbar, 84. A fictitious rape, 89. ii. 119. Their re- 
turn and marriage, L 84*90. Hei- apologies to foreign courts, 
91. Association of the nobility against her husband, 95. She 
escapes from Borthwick castle to Dunbar, 99. Advances 
to Carberry hill, iB. Dismisses Bothwell, and surrenders to- 
the nobility, i^. Her atuchment tx> Bothwell continues in 
full force, 100. Refuses to abandon him, and is sent to 
Lochleven castle, 105. Conclusions concerning her guilt, 

. 106. Discovery of her letters, &c. to BothiHrell, 112. Her 
resignation of the crown, how extorted, 115. Her inter- 
view with Murray, 119. Escapes from Lochleven, and re- 
tires int6 England, 129. Refused admission to Elizabeth's 
presence, i3« Offers to submit her cause t9 Elizabeth,- 132* 
Retracts her offer, 136. Accedes to a conference, 141. 
Object and implied conditions of the conference, 142. Re- 
ceives notice of the intended accusation, 14S. And copies 

' of the letters to be produced against her, 144. Instructs 
Lethington to prevent the accusation, 145. Her commis- 
uoners at York, 147. Accuses Murray of usurping the re- 
gency, 148. Her reply to his first defence, 150. Her in- 
structions to her conmiissioners at Westminster, 153* 
Breaks off the conference when accused of the murder, 
159. Recriminates without proof, against Murray and his 
adherents, 179. Demands copies of the letters, but refuses 
to answer to the charge, 181. 192. Privy to a design to 
assassinate Murray, 188. Her fictions concerning the con- 
ference; 195. Conclusions concerning her guilty 196. Con- 
firmed by the nature of her defence, 200. 

MelvU, Sir James, employed by the queen to raise the citizens 
on Rizio's murder, i. 16. Observes her aversion to Dam- 
ley, 11. Refused a sight of his dead body, 45. Tries to 
disiuade her from a marriage with Bothwell, 74* Escapes 
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In consequence of the late change of adnoinistraitiony I 
have procured from the State Paper Office^ the follbwing 
documents respecting Mary (^een of Scots, for which 
I had formerly apphed in vam. The reader will re-* 
collect that almost every objection to the authenticity 
of her letters to Bothwelly amounts to this : That the 
letters annexed to the French edition of Buchanan's 
Detection not being originals, but translations from the 
Scotch, the supposed originals must have been forged^ 
as the Scotch !s a pretended translation from the French i 
and that the letters, of course, were originally fabricatea 
in Scotch, and afterwards translated into French, in the 
edition published in that language at London, under , 
Cecil's ihspection. The reader will also recollect th» 
answer : That the French edition of the letters is indee4 
sin avowed translation, as professed in the preface, not 
printedat London, but by the Huguenots,. at Rochelle; 
but that tlie Scotch copy is evidently a translation from 
French originals now lost, of which the initial lines pre- 
fixed to each letter are still preserved. According to 
the short and decisive issue to which the controversy it 
thus reduced, the letters are confessedly spurious if 
the Scotch copies are the only originals ever exhibited : 
on the contrary, if the Scotch are real translations front 
the Frenchlanguage, the letters themselves arc authentiCji 
^nd the queen^ guilt is completely established. But the 
following^copy of the fourth letter to Bothwell, in the 
original French, (referred to in the Dissertation, Vol, L 

fK 302. Vol. II. p. 194,) is nojr only essentially different 
rom the French version ascribed to Camus, and printed 
At Rochelle, biit is indisputably the original from which 
the Scotch has been translated literally, and almost wor^ 
for word. The three copies are printed upon opposite 
pages, that the fact may be more clearly and imme^ 
diately submitted to the reader's inspection. 
Vol.11. Z3 
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(4) French Ire, 

Anent the depesche of Margrett Carwode, q"" we| 
befoir her manage. 

Prufshif aflection, 

Coiiy,sUj4e Mon Cueur hclas fault il qup la fplHe dune famme 
f^l^^lf^' dont vous conoisses assej Ungratitude vers mpy 
mariced soitcause de vous donner displesir yeu gueje neiisse sceu; 
« Scotiand y rcmedicr sans Ic scavoir (i) ct despuis aue men suii 
15?i^^ apersuc jc nc voiis lay pcu dire pour scayojr com- 
1603." No. rtcnt je me gouverncrois car en ccla ni autre chose jc. 
S£. p. 521. nc veux entreprandre de rien fayre sans eh scavoir yotre 
volontay (2) laquelle je vous suplie me fayre cntandrc 
car je la suivray toute ma vie plus volontiers que vous nc 
me ladeclareres et si vous ne me mandes ce soir ce que. 
voiles que ien faise je m-en-dcfjeray au hazard de la 
fayre entreprandre ce qui pourroit nuifc a ce a quoj noos. 
tandons'tous deux (3) et quant elle sera mariee je vous. 
. suplie donnes men une oii ien prandray teller de quoy 
vous contanteres quant a leur conditions m^ys de leur 
langue on fidelite vers vous ie ne vouscn respondray Jc 
vous suptle qune opinion sur auhrui pe nuise en votrc 
fchdroit a ma Constance. (4} Soupsonnes n^oi mays quant 
ic vous en veulx rendre hors de double ct mesclersir nc 
le refuses ma chere yi? (5) et pcrmeftes gueje vous face 
preuve jpar moh obeissanCe de ma fidelite et Constance 
Ct subjectl(5n yolontaire que je prands pour le plus 
agreable bien que ie fcaurois rcsccvoir si vous le voulle§ 
accepter et nen faytes la ceremonie car vous ne me. 
ycauries da vantage outrasger ou donner mortel ennuy. (6] 
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Anent the depdsche of Margkret Carwboct, q'* was 14) 
before h^r manage. 

PfUfs hei*atfcctJori. 

^aifgaret Garwood wis one fpeciall in trustee w**> 
the S. <i and mostc previe to all hir mostp secret af- 
fayres. 

My hartj alas miist the folly of a niromari \«rhosc uii- ^^^'^^^ 
ths^nkFulnes toward me yoixioo sufFyciently knowe, be la.^.'^sig,^^' 
occasion of displeasure unto you ? consydering that I 
could not have remedy ed thereunto w'out knowing it (i); 
And since that 1 *^ceavid it I could not tell it you for 
that 1 knew not how to gouverne my selfe therin, for ' 

nether in that nor in any other thing will I take upon me 
to doo any thing w'out knowledge of y3 will (2) w'^'' I 
beseche you let me understande, for I will followe it all 
my lyfe rhore willingly than you shall declare it to me. 
And if you doo not send me worde*this night what you 
will that I shall doo, 1 wHl rydde my selfe of it, and ha- 
sard to cause it to be entcrprised and taken in hands 
w*^** might, be hurtfull to that whereunto both wee doo 
tende. And when she shall be maryed, I bes«che you 
give me one or els I will take suche as shall content you , 
for their conditions, but as for theyr tongues or faythful- 
nes towards you I will not aunsweare. I beseche you that 
an opinion of other -^son be not hurtful in yoJ niinde 
to my cohstancy.(4) Mistruste me, but when I will putt 
you out of doubte and cleere my selfe. Refuse it not my 
deer lyfc,(5) and siffFer me to make you som proof© 
by my obedience, my faythfulness, constancy and volon- 
tary subjection, w*** I take for the pleasantest good 
that I might receeive, yf you will accepic it and make no 
cierimony at it for you could doo mc no greater outrage, 
nor give me more mortall greefe. (6) , 
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Thi s4mi htHr Ifnthtiifrm th§ Scotch. 
Prom the French translation of Buchanan's Deteetion 

printed at Rochelle. 

Mon cceur, helas ! fault-il que la folied'une femme, 
dont vous cpgnoissex assez I'ingratitude vers moy, soit 
cause de vous donner deplaisir, veu ^ue ic r\*y pouvoye 
mettn remede^ sans le donner a cogmistre (i) ? £t depuis 
que />. m'en suis apperceue, ie ne le vous pouvose dire, pour 
ce que lenf s^avoye pas comme nCy gouvemer; d'autant fu'en 
cecy^ny en autrechose,ie ne vcux po:nt entreprendre dc ricn 
faire, sans fue ie cognoisse quelle est vostre volonte (a), que 
ie vous supplie mefaire entendre ; car ie Vexecuteray tout 
ma vie, voire plus volontiers que ne me le voudriez d(?- 
clarer. ^e si vous ncjhme mancez des nouvelles ceste nuifJe 
ce quevoulex que le face, ie m'en depescheray^et me hazar* 
ieray de Tentreprendre: ce quepourroit nuire a ce que nous 
dfssiignons tous deux. (3) Et quand elle sera mariee,!e vous 
frie de m'en donner une autre : ou Hen j'en prcndray 
fuelqu^une^ dont i*estime que lafa^on vous contentera, Mais 
quant a leur langue ct fidelite ^wvers vous, le n'en voudroye 
pas respondrc. le vous supplie, que /'opinion d'une autre 
rCeshigne vostre affection de ma Constance. [4) Vous meffiez 
vous de moy, y«/ vous veux mett rehors de doute, et declarer 
mon innocence? O ma chere vie (5) «e le refusez^ji, ct ne 
iouffnz que ie vous donne ^jpreuve de mon obeissance,fidc- 
lite, Constance, tt volontaire subjection : que ie prend a tres 
grand plaisir^ autant que ie lefuisavoir^ si vous Vacceptez 
jans ccremonie. Car vous ne me sqauriez/i/>/ ji/us grand 
outrage, ny offence plus mortelle (6), 

I. The three initial lines prefixed to the letter, in the 
English edition of Buchanan's Detection, arc adopted as 
usual by theFrcnch translator ; but the very next clause 
betrays his departure from the original, and his ignorance 
oftheSeotch. Veuqie je neusse sceu y remedier sans le s^a^ 
voir, is translated verbatim, *' Consydering that I could 
not have remedyed thereunto, without knowing it ;" in 
which the sense and idiom of the original are both pre^ 
served* 3ut the French translation from the Scotch^ 
•' It Ti* J pouvoy mettre remede sans le donner e^ cogneis- 
tre^* deviates equally from the idiom and from tl^c 
tense. 
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a. In the mntutntcnc^s JenevMs laypm difep9ur 
sf avoir comment jf me ^uvemerois^ is erroneously render^ 
ed, **I could not tell it you,/ir that I knew »«/ how to 
govern myself therin ;" to which the French translator 
adheres ; ** Je nc levous/««Wf dire, pour ce queyt ne 89a- 
voyc pascomme m*y gouvcrner." The subject ofthe letter 
is the discovery that Margaret Garwood was with child» 
lafolUed'unefemme^ which th^ queen, since she per- 
ceived it, had not been able to mention, not because she 
knew not, hut^ pour sgavoirf for, (in order) to know how 
to govern herself therein ;- Car en cela ni autre chose je ne 
veux entre^endre de rien faire sans £« sf avoir votre vohnte ; 
and the misconception of the sense in the two translations, 
is alone su^cient to ascer<ain the French original. But 
the F/cnch idiom is obvious throughout. Feuque^ depuis^ 
que ; ^* considering that," ** since that ;'* y remedier sans le 
s^avoin ** remedyed therunto without knowing it;" car 
en cela ni autre chose, entreprendre de rienfaircy **for nether 
in that nor in any other thing," ** take upon me to do any 
thing ;" sans en sfavdir votre volo/ite, <* without knowledge 
of your will :" laquelle, &c. 

'^, The translation of this sentence exhibits another 
misconception ofthe sense. ** Et si vous ne memandes ce 
ioir ceque voiles que ienfaise^ •* what you will that I shall 
do," je-m^en^deferay au hazard de la faire entreprendre ^ ' • I 
will rid myself of it," not, as erroneously translated, 
^* And hazaVd to cause it to be enterprised and taken 
in handj" but, at the hazard of making, A^r under- 
take that, au hazard de hx faire entreprendre ce^que 
pour rait nuire a ce, "which mignt be hurtful to that,'*« quoy 
nous tandons tous deux, *• whercunto both we do tend ;" in 
which the idiom ofthe French original is indisputable* 
Iri the next sentence she passes of course, and without 
abruptness, to the marriage which her confidante might 
be forced to hasten, if dismissed from her service. But 
the French, translator adheres to the mistakes of iha 
Scotch, •' Je m'en depescheray, et me hazarder?iy de Ten- 
freprcndre: Ce que pourroit nuire a ceque nous de- 
seignons tous deux :" in which, as in other passages, the 
literal nature of the Scotch translation, suggests sometimes 
the idiom, and sometimes the precise words ofthe French 
original. 

4« le vous suppUi donnes nCen une^ ^' I beseche you give 
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me one." le vous supplleq'une opinion que aulifuiy '* iBfe-^ 
seche you that an opinion of other person ;" ne nuise 
eavotre endroit a ma cons/once , " be not hurtful in youf 
roind (on your part) to my constancy ;" and the inter- 
mediate idioms contenteres^ quaniaUur conditions y &c. are 
equally preserved. But in those instances, the sense and 
idiom are misunderstood and lost in the French transla- 
tion. 

5. This passage has been probably^ misunderstood in 
the Scotch translation: Soup<}onnes moi ; mays quant ie 
vous en viulx rendre hors de doh*'teetm *esclerslr^ ne le re» 
fu^esma chere vie^ is rendered verbatim, *' Mistrust me, 
(jf you will) ; but when I will, (would) put you out of 
doubtc and cleere myselfe, refuse it not my deerc lyfe." 
From the erroneous punctuation, however, of the Scotch 
copy, the French version has, *' Vous nrieffiez voiis dc 
moy, qui vous veux mettre hors de doute, &c. ? O ma 
ehere vie ne le refFusez pas," &c. 

- 6. In this last sentence, Et permettes que je vous face 
preuve parwon obeisseance DE maJideUtey et const ance yefiub-m 
jecti>on voluntuirey is misunderstood in the translation ; 
'*'And suffer me to make you some proof by my obedience, 
(of) my faithfulncs, constancy, and voluntary subjec- 
tion;" which is again lost in the French versiqn:. "Et 
ne souffrez que je vouls donne cspreuve ^/f mon obeis- 
sance.fidelite, Constance ct voluntaire subjection.'' But 
the idioms ol the original are preserved in the translation: 
Faire preuvcy n'enfoyfes la ceremonie^ **,to make you some 
proof," ** make no ceremony at it :" ^ueje prendspour la 
plus a^reable 3/>«," which I take for the pleasantcst good," 
&c. And the easy idiomatic style of sentimental extrava- 
gance, \^iLh which th-j letter concludes, is pectiliar to the 
French language, and-winiout example in any Sc6tch or 
English composition of the age. 

Here then is one of the queen's letters toBothwell in' 
the original French, of which the Scotch is a^literal and 
indisputable translation. It is in vain therefore to assert 
thkt the letters were first forged in Scotch, and then trans- 
lated into Latin and French ; as here is a full and direct 
proof, that the letters were ori-ginally written in French, 
arid afterwards translated into Scotch, • from which 
last the Latin and French versions were successively 
derived. We qannot indeed produce the' originals, 
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Mhich in all probability were destroyed by James; 
but the proof so repeatedly demanded is now prp» 
ducedy and every objection to the authenticity of the 
letters is compleCeif. removed. It is in vain alfoto 
affirm that the letters wi;^/j/, possibly, have been. forged 
in French; for after the numerous examinations, to 
^hich their authenticity was exposed while extant, wc 
may ask without the danger ot being contradicted, to 
whom the preceding letter can be ascribed but to the 
Queen herself? Murray, Morton, Lethington, and their 
associates never wrote in French, in which a few lines 
only of Buchanan's are. preserved; and their letters, 
like every Scotch and English composition of the period, 
are stiff, harsh, concise, and pedantic. The fact cannot 
be contradicted, that amidst the numerous letters and' 
state papers of the age, in printer manuscript, nothing 
similar to the preceding can be found; Mary's French 
letters to Klizabcth and toothers eKcepted,which are writ- 
ten in the. same easy yet impassioned strain of sentimen- 
tal complaint and compliment, so peculiarly characterise 
tical of the Scottish (jueen, 

Thefollowing Sonnet {las alfo been procured from the 
State Paper Oflice, 

^ONNET in (hi hand writing of Mary^ ^^en of ScsU-^ ' 
without date. Extracted from a bundle of papers relating t$ 
the. ^een of Scots ^ during ber confinement iff England. 

Que suis ie helas ! et de quoy sert ma yie ? 

ien suis forsqtjn corps prive de cueur^ 
Fn ombre yayn, un object de malheur, 
• Qui naplus rien que de mourir envie, 
Pius nc portez, O enemis, d'anvie ' 
A qui naplus lesprit a la grandeur ! 
Ja consomme d'exsessive doulleur • 
Vottre ire en brief cc voirra assouvie ; 
Et V0U5 amys, qui m'avezrtenu chere, 
Souvencz vous, que sans hcur sans saritay, 
le ne scaurois auqun bon ceuvre tayre: * 

Souhatcz doj>C fin de calamitay ; ' 
Et que sa basestant asses punie, 
J 'aye ma fSLtc en la joye infinie. • 
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. Thii sonnet issuppOsed hj Anderson toht addfeased f 
her son, the prince ; and in point of poetical merits it i$ 
certainly nothing superior to the sonnets to Both well i but 
it contains an unexpected and strong confirmation of the 
letters^ The initial French sentence of the first, or loA^ 
letter from Glasgow, begins^ Estantpsrty Ju lUu ou i'avoh 
hissi mon caur, it $$ peub ajsemint iuger qutUe ist^t 1M 
€<mtenanct{vtuce (jui piultun corps sans c<Enft;and a 
similar conceit occursnext year, in one of her letters to 
Elizabeth ; << Je vous envoye mon cctur en bague,, et je 
vous ay apiporte le vraj (coeur) et c^rps ensemble." I« 268« 
In the begmning of this French sonnet, written certainly 
during her (Confinement in England, and apparently 
towards the close of her long captivity, the same conceit^ 
^bich she bad formerly employed in her letter toBothweil, 
fuipfult un ccrps suns r^rnr, very naturally recurs to her 
miod. 

Que suis ie helas ! et de qu6|r sert ma vie 1 
. J e ne suis fors ^*un corps prtvi ii caur* 
That an alliterative conceit peculiar to the French lan^ 
guage, and afterwards so familiar to Mary, but of which 
no instance is to be found in ^ny former letter, could be 
anticipated fortuitously by the supposed forgers of the 
letters to Bothwell, in a language m which it is not even 
significant, is a proposition too absurd to be refuted ot 
maintained. The repetition therefore of the same conceit 
at the distance of tnany years, in a genuine sonnet in the 

aueen's hand writing, is one of the strongest confirma* 
6ns that the letters could receive. 
The authenticated copy of Bothwell's trial in the State 
Paper Office, has also been carefully examined by Mr 
Bruce, keeper of State Papers, who certifies that the 
names of ritcairn commendalor of Dunfermline, the 
Lord Lindsay, Mafgill, and Balneaves, are not inserted 
in the record. Of course ther<; is no foundation whatso- 
<ever,for Keith's assertion, that those adherents of Murray 
and Morton, sat as assessors to the ju^tice*generai, upon 
Sothweirs trial. Supra, I. 68. 

. Editthrghf May 7, i8p6, * M. L, 
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from his fury, 74?. lEs memoirs not accurate, 8& 91. n. 
97. n. 11. 104. When, and by whom, pnbH^ed, ii. 
Mehilf Sir Robert, brother to Sir James, i. 14. n. Sient am- 
bassador 10 England, 97. A letter of his to Throckmor-' 
ton, 121. n. 
— — , James and Andrew, two clergymen, visit Buchanan 
when on his death-bed, i. 48, 237. ii. 137. An account of 
his behaviour and of his history, in James MelviPs diary, sL ' 

Jf^r^n, earl of, engag(sd in the murder of Rizio, i. 9. Par- 
doned, with hiji associates, and permitted to return, 23. 
But forbidden to approach the court, 28- His interview 
iifith Bothweli kod Lethington at Whittingham, ij. At 
Abemetby when Damley was murdered, 39, Not pre- 
jsent at Bothw;el?s trial, nor accessary to his acquittal,. 65. 
One of the lords of sirticles in parliament, 72. One of the 
confederates at Stirling, 95s Intercepts the casket of let- 
ters, 111. Privy, but not accessary, to the murder of 
.Damley, 113. 135. ii. 58. Commissioner at the confe- 
rences in England, 147. ' Confronted with Mary's com- 
missioners, who are affiaid to accuse him, i. 185* Accus- 
ed, tried, and convicted of a foreknowledge and concealing 
of the king's murder, ii. 54.57- His trial, 318. And con- 
fession, 323- Not suppressed by the English court, 61. 
Murray, earl of, refuses to sign an approbation of the queen's 
marriage with Damley, i. 5. His supposed share in the 
Raid of Beith, 7- Expelled from Scotland, 8. Returns on 
the murder of Rizio, 10. Not accessary to that murder,il,n. 
Present at the conference at Craigmillar^ 19. Absent , 
at St. Andrews when Damley was murdered, 35* Con- 
clusions concerning his guilt, 36. Rejected, 39- Ob- 
tains permission to retire to France, 55. His departure a^4 
motives examined, 59. His return to Scotland* and inter- 
view with the queen in Lochleven castle, 118» His de- 
mands with respect to the relevancy of the letters* Sec. 14?5, 
His answer at York to the queen's accusaiiioni ftgaiiist him, 
149. His accusation against the queeun 154. jPrp^Uces 
Vol. II. A a 
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the letters, 'sonnets, and contracts of marriage, 163. Is 
accused of the murder by Mary, 179« Confronted with her 
commissioners, who refuse to accuse him themselves, 185. 
and are unable to support the charge^ iL Design to assas- 
sinate him on his return, 188. 



N 

NeUofiy a servant of Darnley, his evidence, i. 32. li, 26S. 
Preserved from the explosion on the murder of Darnley^ 
i. 35. n. 

NerfoHf duke of, a commissioner at the* conference at York, 
i. 144, 147. Aims at a marriage with the queen of Scots, 
148. His opinion of the letters; and his intrigues, to sup* 
press the accusation, 148. 151. His belief of the queen's 
jjuilt, 173. 



Ormlsttnst both engaged in the murder of Dandey, it. 9. James 
Ormiston, his confession, 23. 291. 



PartSi Nicholas Hubert, nicknamed French Paris, i. 26, Re- 
ceived into the queen's service, th. Receives the keys of 
the lower apartments at the Kirk of Field, 32. Introduces 
the murderers into the queen's chamber, where the powder 
is lodged, 35. His declaration and examination, ii. 32. 
270.281. 

Pitcairn, abbot, or commendator of Dumfermline, not an as« 
sessor at Bothwell's trial, i* 68. An assistant to Murray at 
the conferences in England, 147« 

BrotestaitoHy sent by Mary to Argyle and Huntley to be signed 
and returned, i. l9. 182. Intercepted by Cecil, and never 
signed, ih. 



TO THE DISSERTATION. «71 



JtsUs of Beith, i. 6* 

Rlziof murder of, i. 9. His ag^ and person, 10. n. 

. S 

Sklrlittg^ Cockbum of, a commissioner j^t York, i. 147. Edin- 
burgh castle surrendered to him as Bothwell's deputy, 215. 

Sonnets^ addressed by Mary to Bothwell, i. SSS. ii.222. Com* 
pared with her verses on the death of Francis 11. i. S37* 
With her sonnet to Elizabeth, 339. Examined, 340. 
When written, 342. Their allusion to lady Bothwell^s in- 
difference, 344. to Bothwell's wounds in Liddesdale, 34$. 
So*l, And to the queen's grief and sickness on that occa- 
sion, 353. Their precise date ascertained, S55. 

Stewart^ lord Robert, abbot of Holyrood-house, afterwards 
earl. of Orkney, his secret intimations to Damley of his 
danger, i. 34. 295. 



Throikmortgn^ Sir Nicholas, his arrival in Scotland, i« 314. His 

letters, 315. &c. ii. 121. 
Thuaniu^ his correspondence with Casaubon and Camden, 

i. 228, &c. ii. 93. Receives Camden's Annals from James, 

i. 232. But adheres to Buchanan, 233. 
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Wilson^ Dr. Thomas, author of the Actio contra Mariam, and 
the Latin translator of the queen's letters to Bothwell, 
i..245., &c. 

■ ■, Patrick, one of the murderers, ii. 9- Called the tay- 
lor in Paris 's declarations, 45. 



SMUTA ft CORRIGENDA in Vol. II, 

Page Id.)ine9./or ITlh retiJ lith 

16. — * I& fir archbifthop read Archibald 
•—18. /or stares naJ stanes 

52. — 1 1. >r s'estort read s'estoit 

02.— 2. ^ sheots r^oi sheet 
1 35. — 10. for wei r^^w/ wer 
. 143.-^lS^y»rperpetuosn!a^p«rpetuu« 
162. — 15. H9tej/or uers read Yen 

174.. — 8. nate,fir HMdicinam quaem per nvd ftiam ftr ntiUiHtm 
176. — 7. naie^ after dans moi-meme add le pouvoir 
178. -^ 1 2. Mir, ^/tf /iSf wort/ for 
}80. •— 9. mtt^fmr detayning read obtayning 
192. — 82. ii0«r,y9r pistola r^^^/ epistola 
1 97. -—14. note^/or fetter ri»4/ lettert 
l^lO.r-^ 17. noteyfor me deith r^^ the deitb 
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